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Coming Events 
 

Monday, Oct. 15, 7:00 p.m. - Jane Routt Power, a professional lecturer  who has been 
researching and enjoying genealogy and history for 30+ years, will be speaking about a South 
Carolina "brick wall" involving an 1820 birth, female adoption and the trek to find her parents.  
The program is titled:  "Grandma Lacy."   
 
 

The Road to the Future 
  

Texas State Genealogical Society  
2007 Annual Conference 

Tyler, Texas  
  

November 9 & 10, 2007 
Speakers: George G. Morgan and Drew Smith, The Genealogy Guys   

Visit their website at www.genealogyguys.com. 
   

 And 
John Sellers - "The Women in My Past" 

  
Hosted by the East Texas Genealogical Society  

Vendors and Door Prizes  
For an application and further information go to the 

                                                 TSGS website www.rootsweb.com/~txsgs  
 
Monday, Nov. 19, 7:00 p.m. – Don Raney’s lecture, Early American Migration Routes, identifies 
the important overland migration routes used by American pioneers from 1700 until 1815.  Maps are used 
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to describe the routes of these early wagon roads so the family historian can visualize the roads that his 
or her ancestors followed as they migrated from one location to another.   
 
Monday, Dec. 17 – Our annual Christmas Party will be hosted by Ruth Blough in her home.  
Further information will be furnished in the November newsletter.  Mark your calendar and 
reserve the date! 
 

 
Message From Joe 

 
 
Last week I had an extensive meeting with Jerry Patterson, Texas Land Commissioner, 
regarding county owned cemeteries and the condition of cemeteries in general. 
 
A previously unknown court decision in the early 20th century removed from the cognizance of 
the state all property bought or otherwise obtained by counties.  County government remains 
part of state government, but unless specifically designated by law, county property is governed 
by county commissioners. 
 
Nevertheless, Jerry is well aware of negligent maintenance of such in many counties, and of 
private cemeteries as well.  He has done some checking in the last several months once he was 
made aware of the problem by us and from a number of other queries.  He is not sure what his 
office can or should do but is in communication with the attorney general and others. 
 
More on this as it develops. 
 
Joe Sissom, President 
 

2008 Election of Officers 
 
 

During our October meeting, VP Jeanne Mantooth will present a slate of officers for 2008 which 
will be voted on at our November meeting.  In addition to this slate of officers, nominations will 
be accepted from the floor before voting.  The offices that are voted on by the society are 
President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.  There are plenty of offices to go around 
that are appointed by the President-Elect.  If you are interested in filling one of the positions for 
2008, please get in touch with the new President when elected. 
 
 

 
Cook County, IL Records Online 

 
Digitized versions of birth, death and marriage Cook County records from 1871 are scheduled to 
be offered online in 2008.  Records previous to the 1871 Chicago fire were destroyed.  It may 
be possible to download and print the records from home for a fee.  Birth records at least 75 
years old, marriage records more than 50 years old and death records more than 20 years old 
are the only records that will be online.  No further information is available at this time. 
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Google Docs 
 

Editor's Desk: News and Notes: 
 
Want to have your documents available when you're away from your home computer--say, 
doing research at a library computer?  Google Docs is a Google application that lets you create 
and save text documents, spreadsheets, and presentations online. You can access them from 
anywhere you can access the Internet. 
 
I've read about Google Doc in several genealogical publications and decided to try it out this 
week. I found it a nice way to store my documents in an accessible place; you can also choose 
to share your documents with others and they can add comments or make corrections. 
 
If I create my documents there in the first place, I don't have to worry about backing up. Or, I 
can use it as backup instead of an external hard drive, disk, etc. 
 
To try it out just go to www.google.com and click on "More" - "Documents." You'll be asked to 
open an account (they're free) if you don't already have one. 

 

 Previously published in RootsWeb Review: 03 October 2007, Vol. 10, No. 40. 

 

Update  

Kim Lynch-Dlugauskas – Niece of Grace Lynch – Oct. 11 

Aunt Grace is doing fairly good this morning. She is complaining of pain, and is still on 
medication for same.  The nurse told me that they are going to get her up and walking a bit by 
this afternoon. Currently, no fever. . . which is good. 

They expect her to be in the hospital for at least 3 days, but it could be longer. I will provide 
everyone with her room and phone number in a few days, if she doesn’t get to go home. 

 
Hidden Gems Lurking at RootsWeb 
  By Joan Young 
  joan@volunteer.rootsweb.com 
 
Even the newest and most casual RootsWeb user is most likely familiar with RootsWeb's 
mailing lists and message boards. Most users have also probably searched or uploaded a 
GEDCOM to WorldConnect. These are among the major features you immediately learn about 
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when you discover RootsWeb. However, if you delve a bit further beneath the surface you find 
some hidden gems lurking at RootsWeb just waiting to be discovered. I'd like to share a few of 
my favorite hidden treasures with you. 
 
At the top of my list of little gems is an old message I found within the extensive archives of 
ROOTS-L, the granddaddy of all RootsWeb mailing lists. Everyone should read this article, 
especially if you are new to genealogy. The message provides excellent pointers on getting 
started in your research:  ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/roots-l/genealog/genealog.fhsearch 
 
How many times have you looked at your family tree and stopped to ask yourself, "Is cousin 
Harry my second cousin twice removed, or is he my first cousin three times removed?" You can 
find the answer by using the relationship chart located here:   
rootsweb.com/~rwguide/chart_relations.htm 
 
Another helpful chart in determining relationships is the Kinship Chart (or Consanguinity Chart) 
located on the following RootsWeb-hosted site:  rootsweb.com/~longstrt/consangu.html 
 
You need forms for completing a family group sheet, or you are looking at a census record on 
Ancestry and can't quite make out the column heading for the information you are attempting to 
decipher. If you only had a sample form for comparison. You can get the following forms free, in 
PDF format: Ancestral Charts, Research Calendars, Research Extracts, Correspondence 
Records, Family Group Sheets, Source Summaries, U.S. Census Forms, 1790-1930 (plus 1850 
and 1860 Slave Schedules and 1890 Veterans Schedules), and UK and Canadian Census 
Forms. Just visit this RootsWeb page:  helpdesk.rootsweb.com/get_started/charts_forms.html 
(Note from Mary K:  If you do not have Adobe Reader on your computer to download the forms 
in PDF format, you can download it free from this link also.) 
 
Now that you have those census forms and have deciphered the column headings, the next 
thing you need to know is the official dates for U.S. censuses, which you can find here: 
rootsweb.com/~rwguide/lesson9.htm#Official 
 
Your favorite search engine allows you to search using an exact match or Soundex. But what 
exactly is Soundex? You can find out at the Understanding Soundex page: 
rootsweb.com/~rwguide/lesson9.htm#Soundex 
 
You can also use RootsWeb's Soundex Converter here: 
resources.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/soundexconverter 
 
Your great-grandpa's obituary states that he belonged to the I.O.R.M. and that your grand-aunt 
Martha was a member of the DAR. You are not quite certain what the organizations are. 
Acronyms and abbreviations for these organizations and many others that you may encounter 
are explained on this site hosted by RootsWeb:  rootsweb.com/~njmorris/acronyms.htm 
 
You know the name of the town where your ancestor lived but you don't know the county in 
which the town is located. Try using RootsWeb's Town-County finder. Type in the name of the 
town and the state in the appropriate boxes and the Town-County finder will tell you which 
county or counties in the state had towns by that name. If you are not sure of the state but have 
a town name, type in the town and leave the state blank and you will get a list of all the states in 
which towns by this name are found:  resources.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/townco.cgi 
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Or perhaps you know the county where your family member lived but not the state. You can find 
which states have counties of a certain name by using the RootsWeb County Finder located 
here. Type in the county name and leave the state blank to obtain a list of all the states with 
counties of a specific name:  resources.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/county.cgi 
 
Above are only a few of the hidden gems you can find by poking around in the dark corners at 
RootsWeb. 
 
Previously published in RootsWeb Review: 1 August 2007, Vol. 10, No. 31. 
 
 
 
Note:  As you can see by some of the articles in this newsletter, RootsWeb, a free web site, has 
much to offer genealogists.  The home page is rootsweb.com.    
 
Mary K. Weber, Newsletter Editor 
 
 


