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Another Year is Almost Over 

 
     Another year is gone, and we have survived. Thank you to those who 
came forward to volunteer their time for the coming year.  It is important to 
support our society. We still need volunteers for the other board members 
who make the society work, but the final choice will be up to the new board. 
If you are interested in hospitality, publicity, newsletter editor, or any of the 
other positions, let us know and we will pass it on to the new officers when 
they are elected in November.  
     The programs at the Library are one of the best parts of out society. We 
are still looking for ideas for speakers for 2007. What suggestions do you 
have? We have had some great speakers for 2006 and are interested what 
you want to hear. What topic is of interest to you and your research? Do we 
need more beginning or intermediate research topics? Do you need 
courthouse reseach clues? Where are your “brick walls?” Please voice your 
opinion. 
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Mark your Calendars 
 
Glenn Kinkade will give his presentation on Photo Management Made Easy 
on Oct. 16. He will introduce Picasa, an imagining program used to 
organize pictures/graphics.  
  

November 20. Shirley Apley, Genealogy Librarian from the Fort Worth 
Library, will return for an encore performance with her presentation on “The 
Search for Sam Farmer.” For her presentation, Ms. Apley uses the Dallas 
Morning News History Database to find articles throughout the newspaper 
for individuals.  These can lead to other records such as probate records, 
etc. which will can be helpful to our research 
November is our yearly election of officers for 2007. Come and vote. 
 
December 9, Christmas Party at the Kelloggs at 6 pm. Bring a dish and 
enjoy the festive spirit. A sign up sheet with food categories will be at the 
October and November meetings. Eve has sit down seating for her guests 
so it is important to RSVP by December 5 th. We will be accepting 
donations for IRVING CARES. Bring some non perishable food items to 
share with those less fortunate.  
 
Mary Archer, our Library Liason, has hinted that an “all nighter” research 
night at the Library is in the works for January or February. This is 
something to look forward to. 
 
TSGS holds its annual conference October 27 & 28 at the Baptist Seminary 
in Fort Worth.  IGS will have a sales table manned alternately by J.D. 
Bayne, Mary K. Weber, and Barb Tsirigotis.  For more information contact 
one of the board members. 

 

Old Sayings from Another Time 
 

"A lick and a promise" was just one of the many old  phrases that I remember my mother, 
grandmother, and others using that they probably he ard from the generations before 

them. With the passing of time, many old phrases be come obsolete or even disappear. 



 3

This is unfortunate because some of them are very a ppropriate and humorous. Here is a 
list that I came up with that I remember my parents  and grandparents using that we don't 

hear much anymore. Perhaps you have some memorable old phrases of your own that 
you could add to the list: 

 
A Bone to Pick (someone who wants to discuss a disa greement) 

 
An Axe to Grind (Someone who has a hidden motive. T his phrase is said to have 

originated from Benjamin Franklin who told a story about a devious man who asked how 
a grinding wheel worked. He ended up walking away w ith his axe sharpened free of 

charge) 
 
 

A bad apple spoils the whole barrel (one corrupt pe rson can cause all the others to go 
bad if you don't remove the bad one) 

 
At sea (lost or not understanding something) 

Bad Egg (Someone who was not a good person) 
Barking up a tree (meaning that your efforts were a s useless as a dog barking up a tree) 

 
Bee in your bonnet (To have an idea that won't let loose) 

 
Been through the mill (had a rough time of it) 

 
Between hay and grass (Not a child or an adult) 

 
Blinky (Between sweet and sour as in milk) 

 
Calaboose (a jail) 

 
Cattywampus (Something that sits crooked such as a piece of furniture sitting at an 

angle) 
 

Dicker (To barter or trade) 
 

Feather In Your Cap (to accomplish a goal. This cam e from years ago in wartime when 
warriors might receive a feather they would put in their cap for defeating an enemy) 

 
Hold your horses (Be patient!) 

 
I reckon (I suppose) 

 
Jawing (Talking or arguing) 

 
Kit and caboodle (The whole thing) 

 
Madder than an old wet hen (really angry) 

 
Needs taken down a notch or two (like notches in a belt usually a young person who 

thinks too highly of himself and needs a lesson) 
 

No Spring Chicken (Not young anymore) 



 4

 
Persnickety (overly particular or snobbish) 

 
Pert-near (short for pretty near) 

 
Pretty is as pretty does (your actions are more imp ortant than your looks) 

 
Scalawag (a rascal or unprincipled person) 

 
Scarce as hen's teeth (something difficult to obtai n) 

Skedaddle (Get out of here quickly) 
Sparking (courting) 

 
Straight From the Horse's Mouth (privileged informa tion from the one concerned) 

 
Stringing around, gallivanting around, or piddling (Not doing anything of value) 

 
Sunday go to meetin' dress (The best dress you had)  

 
We wash up real fine (is another goodie..) 

 
Tie the Knot (to get married) 

 
Too many irons in the fire (to be involved in too m any things at one time) 

 
Tuckered out (tired and all worn out) 

 
Under the weather (not feeling well this term came from going below deck on ships due 

to sea sickness thus you go below or under the weat her) 
 

Wearing your "best bib and tucker" (Being all dress ed up) 
 

You ain't the only duck in the pond (It's not all a bout you) 
 

He's nobody's uncle and he sure ain't nobody's gran dpa.   (a cut down) 
 

Swelled up like a toad   ( a person who's pouting) 
 

Out of snuff ( a person who's in a bad mood) 
 

Bolicksing around   or roagging around (rambling ar ound doing nothing) 
 

Drunk as a peach orchard boar (referring to a perso n whose intoxicated) 
 

Useless as tits on a boar ( a lazy person) 
 

Smilin like a possum eating briars   (a big smile) 
 

Car load of hoodlums   (car filled with thugs) 
 

Big boned woman (a fat woman) 
 



 5

He's windy.   (a person who lies) 
 

a duck fit with a hole in it ( a tantrum) 
 

He'd take the nickels off a dead man's eyes (referr ing to a person with no morals) 
Well, if you hold your horses, I reckon I'll get th is whole kit and caboodle done and sent 

off to you. Please don't be too persnickety and get  a bee in your bonnet because I've 
been pretty tuckered out and at sea lately because I'm no spring chicken. I haven't been 

just stringin' around and I know I'm not the only d uck in the pond, but I do have too many 
irons in the fire. I might just be barking at a kno t, but I have tried to give this article more 

than just a lick and a promise.  
 
 

NEW GENEALOGY TITLES 
OCTOBER 2006 

 
 
 

 Annual Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Illinois. Baker & Phillips.  
 1863, 1995. 973.7473 ANN.  
 
 Bentley, Elizabeth Petty. Genealogist’s Address Book. cd-rom.  2004.  929.373 GEN  
 
 Cemetery Directory, v.3. Nomis Publications. 2005. 929.3 HIS.  

 
 Dobson, David.  Irish Emigrants in North America.  Clearfield. 2000.  929.3  DOB 
 
 Fitzpatrick, Colleen. Forensic Genealogy.  Rice Books.  2005.  929.1 FIT 
 
 Hartz, Steve.  By the Muddy Angelina: Stories and Music Wanderings in Search of the 
Old Pioneer Spirit of East Texas.  Mystery Ridge. 2001.  781.62 HAR 
 
 Headley, Robert K. Married Well and Often: Marriages of Virginia 1649-1800.  
Genealogical Publishing. 2003.  929.37752 HEA  
 
 Malka, Jeffrey S. Sephardic Genealogy: Discovering Your Sephardic Ancestors and 
Their World. Avotaynu Inc.  2002. 929.108924 MAL  
 
 Marsh, Helen C. & Timothy R. Land Deed Genealogy of Coffee County, Tennessee 
(1843-1850, v.2.   Southern Historical Press Inc.  2006. 929.3 MAR 
  
 Nottingham, Stratton. Marriage License Bonds of Lancaster County, Virginia from 1701        
to 1848. 2002. 929.37552 NOT 
 
 Passenger and Immigration Lists Index. 2007 Supplement. Thomson Gale. 2006. 
929.373 PAS 2007 
 
 Rezatto, Helen.  Tales of the Black Hills.  Fenwyn Press. 1989. 398.2327839 REZ 


