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Join us at our April 17th meeting at 7 pm at the library which will 
feature Shirley Apley. She is the Senior Librarian, Genealogy 
Section, Fort Worth Public Library.  She will be speaking on 
"Introduction to the Genealogy Section of the Fort Worth Public 
Library."  We will plan a trip to Fort Worth Library which we will 
announce at the meeting. The Fort Worth Library has a lot to offer to 
the genealogist, so plan to attend the meeting , learn about the 
library and plan to join the trip to the library.  

 
Did you pay your dues? If you have not, the March newsletter 

was the last one you will receive. Please mail your dues to IGS at PO 
Box 170881,  75017-0881 or bring them to the meeting. 

 
 Just a reminder: The Dallas Genealogical SocietyDallas Genealogical SocietyDallas Genealogical SocietyDallas Genealogical Society presents 

“Mining for Genealogical Treasures,” from July 27 - 30, 2006. The 
seminar will feature Pat Hatcher, Lloyd Bockstruck and John A. 
Sellers. Registration Fee for Seminar is $200 per person for 
members and $230 for non-members. A $100 deposit must be 
postmarked by July 12th and the balance is due at registration on 
July 27th.  Contact DGS for more Information. 
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Book Review 
FAMILY TREE MAKER’S FAMILY ARCHIVES: 

GENEALOGICAL RECORDS: EARLY TEXAS SETTLERS 
1700S-1800S. #514 

 
By Mary Archer 

 
 
     A compilation of eight books, this work identifies almost 100,000 early Texas settlers 
and is an important collection of genealogical data, poll lists, military records, histories, 
biographies, land records, and ships passenger lists from pre-statehood Texas.    
 
    Contents include the following books. Marion Day Mullins’ Republic of Texas: Poll Lists 
for 1846  features the names and residences of 18,000 white male and female head of 
households who paid the dollar poll tax;  Austin Colony Pioneers by Worth Stickley Ray has 
genealogical and biographical sketches of prominent citizens of Bastrop, Fayette, Grimes, 
Montgomery and Washington counties; Ancestor Lineages of Members of the Texas 
Society/National Society Colonial Dames Seventeenth Century by Jeanne Mitchell  consists 
of the names of 2,000 persons of proven ancestry to the Seventeenth Century Dames; and 
Kentucky Colonization in Texas: a History of the Peters Colony by Seymour V. Connor 
includes historical and genealogical information from the 1847-48  Northeast Texas 
settlement. 
 
    Character Certificates in the General Land Office of Texas by Gifford White lists 
information gathered in Texas land offices on 5,000 early settlers to Texas after Mexican 
independence. Before independence, an 1824 colonization law required that vital records 
be gathered on settlers to a new area. Stephen F. Austin and his secretary compiled the 
records of 3000 Anglo-American settlers of Mexican Texas. He continued this work until  
February 1836, days before the Texas Declaration of Independence was signed.  These 
records can be viewed in  Stephen F. Austin’s Register of Families by Villamae Williams. 
 
     Almost 10,000 German immigrants are the focus of A New Land Beckoned: German 
Immigration to Texas 1844-1847 and New Homes in a New Land: German Immigration to 
Texas, 1847-1861 by Chester and Ethel Geue. In addition to vital information on these 
immigrants and their places of settlement, the books feature lists of ships from Germany 
with arrival and departure dates. New Homes in a New Land, the sequel to A New Land 
Beckoned, was compiled from 105 passenger lists of ships arriving in Galveston. 
 
     Early Texas Settlers 1700s-1800s  is available in Irving Public Library’s Local  History 
and Genealogy department.       
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Interesting Historic Facts 
Contributed by  

Barbara Lancaster Tsirigotis 

 

Bachelors & Spinsters  
In the Middle Ages students were forbidden to marry, which explains why the first degree 
bestowed upon them was that of Bachelor of Arts.  Young unmarried daughters in the 
Middle Ages stayed at home and busied themselves with chores like spinning wool to 
make clothes.  Thus they became known as spinsters.  
 

Engagement  
An important part of a betrothal was the ring.  It was placed on the fourth finger of the 
girl’s right hand and worn there until the wedding when the bridegroom transferred it to the 
fourth finger of her left hand.  The same ring was used as an engagement ring and a 
wedding ring.  The fourth finger of the left hand was thought to be particularly suited for a 
wedding ring because of an erroneous belief that a vein runs to it straight from the heart.  
It was considered an omen of disaster to drop the ring during the ceremony.  
 

Banns 
In the Middle Ages the degrees of consanguinity forbidden by the Church were formidably 
complicated, and it was only too easy for these degrees to be infringed thus rendering the 
marriage invalid.  To prevent this or any other hitches, an Archbishop of Canterbury in the 
early 14th century ordered the banns to be read in church.  Bans were to be read for three 
consecutive Sundays before every wedding, and the marriage itself had to take place in 
church, in daylight, and in the presence of the congregation.  
 

Seasons  
The Romans disapproved of May marriages because they held feasts to propitiate the 
spirits of the dead during May.  Although the medieval church frowned on marriages during 
Lent, Advent and other seasons, these restrictions disappeared after the Reformation.  
Until very recently the tax advantages to be gained by marrying shortly after the financial 
year ended far outweighed religious considerations.  The tax advantage has gone, but the 
charm of a Spring wedding still makes Lent a popular and acceptable season.  But if Lent 
is acceptable Sunday is not.  Because it was a holiday it was once the most popular day for 
weddings, but the Puritans put a stop to it in 1656, since there must be no merrymaking 
on Sunday.  
 

Wedding Dress  
Every bride who could afford it had a new dress, the finer the better, but it wasn’t 
necessarily white.  Far from wearing it once, she expected that it would do duty as her best 
dress for years to come.  The white wedding is largely a nineteenth century creation.  Few 
would risk marrying in green, it is thought to be unlucky.  Blue, denoting constancy, has 
always been a favorite along with yellow, the Roman marriage color.  Whatever the color, 
there are numerous superstitions.  It is unlucky to try it on in its entirety before the wedding 
- for this reason a few stitches are often left to be added at the last minute.  Nor should 
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dress and veil be tried on together, for this is tempting fate.  Above all, the bride must not 
survey herself in the mirror in full until just before leaving for the church.   
 
 

Best Man  
A bridegroom originally won his bride by carrying her off by force.  He was one of a raiding 
party and there was no wooing.  As times grew more civilized the groom’s raiding 
companions became a group of young bachelors, who attended him at his wedding and 
were known as groomsmen.  By the 19th century, when the groomsmen had become mere 
ceremonial attendants, one in particular began to be singled out as Best Man and took 
charge of the practical arrangements which the bridegroom, for whatever reason, was 
deemed in no fit state to carry out on his own.  
 

    
    

NEW GENEALOGY TITLES AT THE LIBRARY 
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Black, Genial Hammer.  Hammer Heritage – Beginning Without End. Bear Creek  
Books. 1981.   
 
 Davis, Robert Scott.  Supplement to The Wilkes County Papers, 1773-1889.  
 Southern Historical Press. 2000  
 
 Evans, Gwynfor. Wales: A History. Barnes & Noble Books. 1996 
 Hogar de Dallas. Hogar Hispanos Journal, v. viii. 2005  
 
 McKain, James D., and Cannon, Margaret H. Index to the South Carolina   Magazine of  
Ancestral Research. v. XI-XX. 1983-1992. Reprint Company. 1993   
 
Lewis, Marcus W. The Development of Early Emigrant Trails in the United States East of                         
Mississippi River. National Geographic Society. 1933. 
 
 Old Campbell County, Georgia Land Records 1828-1854 Deed Books.  
 Joan Subfield Westmoreland. 1993 
    
  Texas Atlas & Gazetteer: Detailed Topographic Maps. DeLorme Mapping. 2005 
 
  Virginia Revolutionary Pensions, v.51.  John Frederick Dorman. 1995. 
 
  Wilkes County, Georgia, Tax Records, 1785-1805, vols. 1,2. Frank Parker Hudson. 
  1996.      Woods, Edgar. Albemarle County in Virginia. Clearfield. 1901 
                        

 


