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To «ale whom v My cOncern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS M. PRICE, a
citizen of the United States, residingat Itasca,
in the county of Hill and State of Texas, have
invented a new and useful Nut-Lock, of which
the following is a specification.

The present invention relates to nut-locks,
and particularly to that class embodying a
base-washer having a spring-arm projecting
from its outer face and arranged to engage
the side of the nut to prevent its retrograde
movement.

The object of this invention is to provide a

" simple and inexpensive article which will se-
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carely hold a nut in place upon a bolt and
form a yielding support beneath the same,
Moreparticularly, the aim is to provide a com-
paratively long locking-tongue that will have
greab resilieney to permit of the free rotation
of the nut in one direction, but will form an
impassible obstacle against accidental move-
ment in the other, and to provide an oppo-
sitely - disposed supporting or cushioning
tongue having a broad bearing or gripping
terminalandacontracted and resilientshank.

The preferred embodiment of the invention
is elearly shown in the acecompanying draw-
ings,and the construction and operation there-
of are fully described in the following specifi-
cation. It will of course be understood that
such slight changes may be made from the
construction shown and described as will fall
within the scope of the appended claim.

In the drawings, Figunre 1 is a perspective
view of a portion of a railway-rail joint, show-
ing the improved nuat-lock applied thereto.
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the lock de-
tached. Fig. 31is a plan view, and Ifig. 4 is
an edge view, of the same.

Similarnumerals of reference designate cor-
responding partsin all the figures of the draw-
ings.

Theimprovedlock, as shown, is constructed
of asingle piece of spring sheet metal stamped
to the appropriate shape. In the preferred
embodiment it is rectangular in form, al-
though it may be differently shaped, as de-
sired. The washer is designated by the nu-
meral Iand is provided with a centrally-dis-
posed holt-receiving opening 2. Itis further-
more provided with a slit 3, that extends into

the same from one edge to a point approxi-
mately in line with the opposite edge of the
bolt-receiving opening, from whenece the slit
is continued, as indicated at 7, at right angles
into the said opposite side of the opening, thus
separating thisside of the washer into two op-
positely-disposed tongues4 ands. Theouter
tonguedisoffsetononesidetof the washerand
curved from its base to its outer or free end,
thereby constituting thetocking-tongue. The
other tongue 5 is offset on the opposite side of
the washer, and becanse of the particular lo-
cation of the transverse slit 7 it will be seen
that this tongue is provided with a broad ter-

minal bearing-foot and a contracted spring-

shank, thus affording a secure gripping edge
withouat sacrificing the resiliency desired. It
will furthermore be seen by reference to Fig.
4 that this tongue is bent from the outer edge
of the washer, so that an exceedingly long
shank is provided. The portion 8 of the
washer between the base of the inner tongue
and the opposite edge of said washer is like-
wise bent or offset from said ounter edge to
the tougue, as shown in Figs. 2 and 4, and
therefore when the lock is placed against
the fish-plate or other object not only is the
outer tongue 4 raised above the same, but
the portion 9 between the base of said outer
tongue and the opposite edge of the washer
is disposed at an inelination and spaced
from the fish-plate, being located in a plane
that interseets the plane of the portion 8.
An angular tongue is therefore provided
which is equal in length to the lengih of the
twosidesof the washer,and great resiliency is
thereby obtained. By this construction it
will be seen that both tongues are therefore
made of the greatest possible length, and the
curving of the outer one aifords an easy in-
cline over which the nut will readily ride
while being threaded upon the bolt. At the
same time after the edge has passed said
tongue will spring up behind the same, and
thus prevent its retrograde movement. The
free edge of the inner tongue, on the other
hand, bears against the adjacent surface of
the article held by the bolt, and because of
its great width it provides a long biting edge,
the contracted shank, however, affording the
necessary resiliency.
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‘While the invention has been shown as ap-
plied to a railroad, it will be readily seen that
it may be nsedin other connections, and when
applied on flat surfaces the above-mentioned
biting edge will be particularly valuable.

From the foregoing it is thought that the.

construction,operation,and manyadvantages
of the herein-described invention will be ap-

parent to those skilled in the art without fur-
:ther deseription, and it will .be understood

that various changes in the size, shape, pro-
portion, and minor details of construction
may be resorted to without departing from
the spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages
of the invention. »

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim is— ’

A nut-lock comprising a base-washer hav-
ing a bolt-receiving opening therethrough,

-said washer having a straight slit extending

into the base from one edge to a point inline
with the opposite edge of the bolt-receiving
opening and extending from said point in a
straight line into the opening at said oppo-

site edge, thereby forming a pair of oppo- |

sitely-projecting tongues 4 and 5, the outer
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tongue 4 being offset and arranged at an in-
clination to the remainder of the washer, the
inner tongue 5 being located- inside of the
outer tongue, said inner tongue and the por-
tion 8 of the washer between its base and the
opposite edge of said washer being offset and
arranged at an inclination to the remainder
of the washer, and being furthermore offset
on the opposite side to the tongue 4, whereby,
when the washer is placed upon a fish-plate
the outer tongue 4 and the portion 9 of the
washer between its base and the opposite edge
of the said washer will be raised above said
fish-plate and constitute a locking - tongue
that extends the length of two sides of the
washer,saidinner tongue 5 comprisingabroad
bearing-foot at its free terminal, and a con-
tracted spring-shark between the terminal
foot and its base.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS M. PRICE.

Witnesses:

R. W. COFrIN,
“J. M. COFrIN.

30

35

40

45



