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Program: “DCGS Member
Personal Experiences
Round Robin and Annual
Business Meeting”
1896- Denton County Courthouse-

The Denton County
Genealogical Society meets on
the second Thursday during the
months on SeptemberNovember and January-May.
6:30 P.M.
Denton Public Library, Emily
Fowler Central Library, 502
Oakland St., Denton, TX 76201
www.genealogydentontexas.org
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Members are welcome to share their
genealogical accomplishments and
discovers from the past year. Everyone
is encouraged to bring their stories,
heirlooms, and important documents
for our popular annual “show and tell.”
It’s time to “wow” us with all of your
finds!

Transatlantic Slave Trade Database Details the Largest Forced
Migration in History
Between 1500 and 1866, slave
traders forced 12.5 million Africans
aboard transatlantic slave vessels.
Before 1820, four enslaved Africans
crossed the Atlantic for every
European, making Africa the
demographic wellspring for the
repopulation of the Americas after
Columbus’ voyages.
The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade
Database has information on almost
36,000 slaving voyages that forcibly
embarked over 10 million Africans
for transport to the Americas
between the sixteenth and
nineteenth centuries. The actual
number is estimated to have been as
high as 12.5 million. The database
and the separate estimates interface
offer researchers, students and the
general public a chance to

rediscover the reality of one of the
largest forced movements of peoples in
world history.
The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade
Database is available free of charge
at: http://www.slavevoyages.org.

(Source: Eastman Online Genealogy Database)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Fellow members:

interested in filling this position.

Our upcoming meeting on Thursday, May 11th, is
the last meeting before our summer break. This will
be our business meeting and our round-robin
meeting.

If you are new to our group, I would urge you to
explore the numerous resources available at, or
provided by the City of Denton Public Library. As
they always have been, the staff is very helpful with
any questions you may have.

Please bring your stories about your research this
last year and the results you've found, the walls
you've come up against and climbed, and those new
trails you've gone down with your new DNA
matches.

Be sure and read the rest of this newsletter for the
latest information on upcoming genealogical events,
and also check the City of Denton Public Library
web site. Be sure and pick up the latest Classes &
Events pamphlet published by the Denton Public
Library. These are available in several areas of the
library.

Our Treasurer, Linda Touraine, will be taking dues
payments for this next year for the period of June,
2017 through May, 2018. The dues are fifteen
dollars ($15.00) for single memberships and twenty Regards,
-five dollars ($25.00) for couples.
Terry Brantley
And, to remind you once again, if you would like to
serve the group, the Membership Chair is still
President, Denton County Genealogical Society
open. Please contact one of the officers if you are

Watch the British Library Digitize One of the World’s Largest Books
Most experienced genealogists are familiar with over
-sized books. Vital records, deeds, maps, and more
are often published on larger-than-normal pages.
Digitizing those books can be a challenge although
several companies have already done a great job at
digitization.
However, how do you digitize a book that is nearly
six feet by seven and a half feet when open? It is so
big that it even has wheels fixed onto it to make it
easier to move around!
The British Library has faced the problem and has
digitized the 1660 Klencke Atlas, one of the world’s
biggest books.
You can watch a timelapse of the multi-day
digitization in a video in the Hyperallergic.com web
site at: http://bit.ly/2prUWsc.
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MAY 2017 MINUTES
Terry Brantley, President called the meeting to order
at 7:00 pm. 25 members and 5 visitors were present.
Motion to approve the March meeting minutes, as
presented in the newsletter, was made by Perry
Abernethy and seconded by Vickie Whitfield. Motion
passed unanimously.
Motion to approve the Treasurer’s report, as presented
in the newsletter, was made by Walta Evans and
seconded by Perry Abernethy. Motion passed
unanimously.
The Wise County and Dallas Genealogy Society
meeting schedules can be found on their websites.
Family History Fair will be April 22 from 9 am to
12:30 pm at the Denton Family History Center 3000
Old North Road.

The Library genealogy programs schedule for March,
April and May can be found in the brochure. The
program scheduled for April 15 has been canceled.
Laura will try to reschedule for sometime this summer.
Newbie Session: 1. Kathy Strauss has resumed
indexing. She is currently indexing WW II Texas draft
records. She is finding it very easy and fun to do.
Joseph Ryan, National Archives in Fort Worth
presented the program “American Military Records”.
Next meeting will be May 11, 2017.
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm
Respectfully submitted,
Jane Ingram, Secretary

TREASURER’S REPORT
Balance April 1, 2017

$2,284.52

Balance April 30, 2017

$2,160.52

Deposits:
None
2016-2017 Paid Members – 61
Total Income:

$-0Library Donations
April 1995 – May 2006
June 2006 – June 2012
July 2012 – March 2017

Disbursements:
Postage Reimbursement
To Kathy S. $ 49.00
April Program donation
to NARA
$ 75.00
Total Disbursements

$ 124.00

$2,876.52
$3,310.00
$1,961.34

Respectfully Submitted,
Linda Touraine, Treasurer

The New York Public Library has Released a Maps by Decade Tool
The New York Public Library has been creating some amazing by-decade design.
digital tools in the past couple of years. The library wants more The Maps by Decade Tool may be found at: http://
spacetime.nypl.org/maps-by-decade.
of its collection to be available to anyone with a computer or
hand-held device, so it’s been digitizing its old maps and
photos and presenting them in ways that make it easy for
people accustomed to Google Maps and Streetview. In fact, its
eventual goal is to allow people to travel back in time as if
Google Maps had existed since the 19th century.
Last month, the library unveiled a Maps By Decade tool that
lets people place old maps over the current street grid, and
search by decade and neighborhood. They had made similar
tools available before but never with this kind of handy decade-
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Incomplete Birth Certificates Create a Bureaucratic Morass in Many Places
By Dick Eastman
I had to smile a bit today when reading an article in the
Boston Globe about the “problem” of incomplete birth
records. It seems the city of Boston has many birth
records from years ago where the baby’s name is simply
recorded as “baby girl” or “baby boy.” The reporter
wrote, “A generation ago — when more families had six
or more children — babies without official first names
were surprisingly common. Overwhelmed new parents
would leave the hospital without completing birth
certificate paperwork.”
You can read more in the article by Andrew Ryan in
the Boston Globe at: http://bit.ly/2pedZ7w. The same
article tells how to amend a record and add a first name
by providing documentation.
Actually, the “problem” is not unique to Boston nor to
any particular area of the United States. An experienced
genealogist probably can tell you of numerous similar
examples. I have seen it many times, especially in the
case of my mother and her siblings.

event. That wasn’t hard for her since her mother (my
grandmother) was still alive at the time and she gladly
submitted an affidavit saying that she remembered the
event well! Apparently, all of my mother’s older
brothers and sisters had to do the same when they
applied for Social Security cards.
I have heard a number of different stories about why this
practice was common, and some of those stories
contradict the other stories. As a result, I don’t know
what the truth is except that, after reading the town
clerk’s records and the records of other town clerks in
the area, I do know it was a common practice in the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Northern Maine
was not the only area to create birth records with no first
names. Boston officials estimated that, in the 1950s,
roughly 1 of every 25 birth certificates lacked a first
name.

I will disagree with one statement in Andrew Ryan’s
article in the Boston Globe: “Overwhelmed new parents
My mother’s birth record at the town clerk’s office in
would leave the hospital without completing birth
Ashland, Maine, records her first name as “baby girl.”
certificate paperwork.” In the case of my mother, her
All of her older brothers and sisters were recorded as
siblings, and my grandmother, there was no hospital
“baby girl” or “baby boy.” However, the younger siblings involved. The nearest hospital was more than 20 miles
(of the 16 children) are recorded with their correct first
away, a difficult trip at any time of the year and
names. The same is true for many, many other families in impossible during the winters in northern Maine, where
the same town, recorded in the same records.
3 or 4 feet of snow was common and the (dirt) roads
were never plowed in the winter.
When my mother had to get a Social Security card in
later years, it was a minor problem. Since there was no
My grandmother gave birth to all 16 of her children at
birth record showing her true first name, she had to get
home. I suspect some of your ancestors did the same.
affidavits from several people who remembered the

Getting a Whiff of History – DoYou Like the Smell of Old Books?
Most long-time genealogists know the smell of old books.
Now a new study in the journal Heritage Science, claims
that the odors of the past are part of our “cultural heritage.”
Old books (specifically the historic paper and other materials
used) give off unique moldy or sweetly musty scents that
readers and history buffs know intimately and find
pleasurable. Reading a digital image of an old book on Google
Books just isn’t the same!
Bembibre and Strlič, both researchers at the University
College London’s (UCL) Institute for Sustainable Heritage,
have been analyzing the chemical signature of many old items,
including books. One benefit of the study could be to help
preserve old books, which emit different odors based on where
they’ve been (whether they circulated widely or sat on a

shelf), and when and how they were printed. Understanding a
book’s individual smell profile could help conservators more
accurately diagnose various deterioration problems.
You can read more in an article by Sidney Stevens in
the Mother Nature Network web site at http://

bit.ly/2pOxDtd as well as the full research paper
in Heritage Science at http://bit.ly/2qAKkZj.

(Source: Eastman Online Genealogy Newsletter)
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NEWS AND PROGRAMS FROM THE LIBRARY
Denton County Genealogical Society
Meet fellow genealogists, share tips, & learn new
information. Visitors are welcome.
05/11 – Members Round Table of Experiences
Emily Fowler 6:30 p.m.
I’ve Got—Or I’m Getting—My DNA Report:
Now What Do I Do?
Presented by Patti Gillespie, from a non-geneticist
point of view, will explain how to choose a
company and a test, what to do while waiting for
the report, and how to maximize the report results.
Whether deciding who to contact, how to use the
research within the DNA report, or just how to link
our trees to our DNA results, this session will be
helpful. The potential use of raw data will be
introduced with visual step-by-step to uploading to
other sites known as 3rd party tools. Registration is
requested
Sat. 05/20 Emily Fowler 3 p.m.
Tips for Successful Searches using Ancestry
With more than 9,000 databases and 200 billion
images, Ancestry is the premier online genealogy
resource–and it’s available to you for free within
any Library location. This class will introduce you
to the many features of Ancestry Library Edition
and show you how to do efficient and effective
searches. Basic computer skills are recommended.
Registration is requested
Thur. 05/25 Emily Fowler 6:30 p.m.

2016-2018 OFFICERS
President—Terry Brantley
Vice-President—Perry Abernethy
Secretary—Jane Ingram
Treasurer—Linda Touraine
Librarian—Laura Douglas
Webmaster—Chris Strauss
Membership— Vacant
Newsletter Editor—Kathy Strauss

What’s so Special about Special Collections?
Take a tour and discover the Genealogy, Denton
History, and Texas History resources we have to
help you with your research. Registration
requested.
Emily Fowler Library
Thu 6/8 7 p.m.
Fri 7/28 2:30 p.m.
Genealogy Research from Home
Learn basic search techniques and review the
contents of genealogy databases that you can
access from home with your Denton Public Library
card. Registration requested
Sat 07/15 Emily Fowler Library 3 p.m.
There’s More! Census Records Beyond the
Population Schedules
There are lesser-known census besides the
population schedules such as slave, agricultural,
and manufacturing that contain important
genealogical information. This class will explore
what can be found in these valuable indexes.
Registration requested
Thurs 8/10 Emily Fowler Library 7 p.m.
Probing Probate Records
Presented by Lynell Moss, this session will show
what records fall into this category; what
information can be found in the records;
uncovering clues within; differences between
different types of records; and how to find them.
Registration Requested
Sat 8/19 Emily Fowler Library 3 p.m.
NEXT MEETING OF THE
DENTON COUNTY
GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY WILL BE ON
SEPT 14, 2017
Emily Fowler Central
Library
502 Oakland St.
Denton
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