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OCTOBER MEETING
T H U R S D AY O C T 8 , 2 0 1 5
Program: “DNA: Are You Sure He and his sister have traveled to, and
met, in Salt Lake City twice in past
You Want to Go There?”

1896- Denton County Courthouse-

The Denton County
Genealogical Society meets on
the second Thursday during the
months on SeptemberNovember and January-May.
6:30 P.M.
Denton Public Library, Emily
Fowler Central Library, 502
Oakland St., Denton, TX 76201
www.genealogydentontexas.org
I N S I D E TH I S
I S S U E :
Program: DNA: Are You
Sure You Want to Go
there?”
Speaker: Terry Brantley

OCTOBER IS FAMILY HISTORY MONTH
1

October is Family History
Month
President’s Message
DNA Testing: Seven
Guidelines for Adoptees
TSGS Family History
Conference

2

Genealogy After Hours

3

Sept Minutes
Treasurer’s Report

4

News from the Library
1906-1912: Ellis Island
Portraits

years to do research at the Family
History Library where they’ve worked
Speaker: Terry Brantley
the whole week on unsolved genealogy
Terry and his wife have been members questions they’ve had.
of the Denton County Genealogical
Society for a few years now. They have Terry’s wife has been working on her
side of the family tree for about three
been retired for just short of seven
years now. Additionally, their daughter
years, but have no problem staying
busy with genealogy, volunteering, and is starting to become involved.
spoiling their granddaughter.
Terry and his wife are now delving into
Terry’s sister in Portland, Oregon has this new area for many of us: DNA.
Some interesting results have come out,
been the primary researcher and
and that will be the essence of Terry’s
developer of the family tree for 35
years or so. Terry has assisted her with presentation at the October 8th
her research for about the last 20 years. meeting.

5

This month is the perfect opportunity to
review your ancestry and honor their
memory, and to involve your family in
understanding their heritage.

Share meaningful herilooms with family
members, and tell stories about them.
Visit the library with family members and
introduce them to family history research.

Write down what you already know about
your parents and ancestors. Share this
Create new memories with your family
information with your children, making
sure they understand how important it is to
keep this information alive.
Sort through old photos with your family,
identify people in the photos, and preserve
them.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Well, for many of us, we are going to be journeying
into unknown waters in the sea of genealogy
because of DNA. I know it’s been a VERY exciting
for my wife and I.
As I said in last month’s newsletter, my wife and I
sent in our samples to Ancestry to obtain our DNA
results. We received our results in late June. We
both had many matches, not surprisingly, and what
happened from the results my wife received are
explained in the next couple of paragraphs.

able, on short notice, to come down to Virginia and
be with us. The three cousins were able to get
together and spend time after 50 or so years. They
had not seen each other since they were somewhere
around 7 to 10 years old. The cost of the DNA test
was certainly worth that!
My results will be explained in my presentation at
the October 8th meeting. As Paul Harvey (anyone
remember him?) said: “the rest of the story.”

Again, be sure and read the rest of this newsletter for
St the end of August, we spent a week or so on top the latest information on upcoming genealogical
events and check the Denton Public Library web
of a mountain at about 3300 feet, isolated in the
woods, in Virginia. My wife’s cousin lives up there, site. Be sure to pick up the latest Classes & Events
pamphlet published by the Denton Public Library.
so we try and go there as often as we can. We are
These are available in the genealogy area of the
now the “elders” of our families.
library.
Up there, we could stand on the second-story deck
and watch the deer down below in front of us. There I hope to see you again at our second meeting for the
2015-2016 year on Thursday, October 8th.
is no “yard,” the house is nestled in the middle of
the forest of trees with access from down below up Regards,
a long, very winding road.
Terry Brantley
The exciting part of this trip, other than the total
President, Denton County Genealogical Society
peace and quiet, was that my wife had connected,
by means of one of her DNA matches, with a cousin
from northern Illinois. The cousin from Illinois was

DNA Testing: Seven Guidelines for Adoptees
Richard Hill has written an article that may be
helpful for adoptees or the children of adoptees
looking for their biological ancestors. DNA
Testing: Seven Guidelines for Adoptees describes
the most common tests that will help adoptees. It
also warns, “Whatever you do, don’t waste your
money on old technology “sibling” or “kinship”

tests. Those tests only check a handful of markers
and are nearly always inconclusive.”
DNA Testing: Seven Guidelines for Adoptees may be
found
at http://www.dna-testing-adviser.com/
support-files/seven-guidelines-for-adoptees.pdf.

Texas State Genealogical Society 2015 Family History Conference
The two keynote speakers this year, J. Mark Lowe and Lisa Louise Cooke. The breadth and depth of knowledge
they bring will provide a well rounded experience for every attendee. This three day event will also include
wonderful research opportunities, insightful family history sessions for all skill levels each afternoon, and a full
exhibit hall.
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DON’T FORGET TO REGISTER FOR THIS FUN EVENT. GREAT
CLASSES, GOOD FOOD, GOOD FRIENDS! PLENTY OF RESEARCH
TIME!
REGISTER AT www.dentonlibrary.com or call (940) 349-8752
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SEPT 2015 MINUTES
President Terry Brantley called the meeting to order at
7:15 p.m. with a welcome for the 2016 year.
Terry welcomed 14 visitors and 43 members. Tonight’s
attendance was 57.
Terry announced there would be a change in our method
of refreshments for each meeting. Each meeting,
refreshments will be divided by the alphabet – i.e. A-G,
etc. Terry will send emails to remind which group is
responsible for each meeting.
The May Minutes were motioned for approval with no
additions or changes. A motion was made for the
Minutes and Treasurer’s report be approved as published
and was seconded. Both motions were passed
unanimously.
Terry announced the new VP and Program Chair person
for 2016 is Perry Abernathy. Motion was made,
seconded and approved.

Fort Worth Genealogical Society – Saturday 19
September 2015 at the Tarrant County College.
The Texas State Genealogical Conference will be held
October 30, 2015 thru November 1, 2015.
DCGS handbooks have been sent out.
There will be a Lock-IN in October – Webinar with Lisa
Louise Cook
Terry Brantley introduced our speaker for the evening,
Greg Boyd. Greg is an attorney, software engineer, and
genealogist. He is the author of the Family Maps series of
Federal Land Patent books and the Texas Land Survey
Maps series. These programs are used to analyze the
friends, neighbors, and associates of your research
subject. Neighborhoods are mapped out for immediate
inspection and if your people are found in the area
HistoryGeo has mapped, you are off to the races. The
HistoryGeo web site is http://www.historygeo.com.

Linda announced that membership dues to the DCGS are
due.
Terry Brantley adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m.
Announcement that Genealogy classes are available and
handouts can be found at the library checkout counter.
DCGS tote bags are available for $15.00.

Respectfully submitted,
Bobbie Briley
Secretary

TREASURER’S REPORT
Balance August 31, 2015

$2,377.70
2015-2016 Paid Members – 68

Deposits:
Dues (2015-2016)
Donation for
Refreshments
Tote Bag
Total

$585.00
Library Donations
April 1995 – May 2006
June 2006 – June 2012
July 2012 – to date

20.00
15.00
$ 620.00

Disbursements:
None
Total

Respectfully Submitted,
Linda Touraine, Treasurer
$ -0-

Balance September 30, 2015

$2,997.70

$2,876.52
$3,310.00
$512.45
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NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY
Fall Programs.
Genealogy After-Hours
Connect with libraries across Texas for informative programs
and genealogical resources. Call 349-8752 to register. Webinars
throughout the afternoon.
Friday 10/16
Emily Fowler Library
6:00 pm-11:00 pm

Uncommon Genealogy Sources
Have you ever thought to look for family members in
passport applications or prison records?.
Learn how to find these sources, and how to search them.
(940) 349-8752 to register.
Sat 11/14 Emily Fowler 3 p.m.

1906-1912: Ellis Island Portraits
Ellis Island in New York harbor processed more Check
out
the
photographs
at http://
than 12 million immigrants before being closed in mashable.com/2015/09/07/ellis-island-portraits/
1954. At the station’s peak in 1907, more than one
million immigrants passed through in a single year,
with 3,000 to 5,000 entering every day, mostly from
Europe and its periphery.
Augustus Francis Sherman was the chief registry
clerk at Ellis Island, and an avid amateur
photographer. He had special access to the
immigrants who were temporarily detained while
waiting on escorts, money or travel tickets.
Sherman persuaded many of these immigrants to
pose for his camera, encouraging them to put on
their finest clothes or national dress. A collection of
his photographs are now available online at http://
mashable.com/2015/09/07/ellis-island-portraits/. A
larger collection can be seen in person at the New
York Public Library.
There is a very slight chance that you may find a
picture of your ancestor in this collection. However,
it may provide a glimpse of the clothes that
immigrants from your ancestor’s homeland may
have worn.
2014-2016 OFFICERS
President—Terry Brantley
Vice-President—Perry Abernethy
Secretary—Bobbie Briley
Treasurer—Linda Touraine
Librarian—Kathy Strauss
Webmaster—Chris Strauss
Membership—Linda Johnson

(Source: Eastman Online Genealogy Newsletter)

NEXT MEETING OF THE
DENTON COUNTY
GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY WILL BE ON
Nov 12, 2015
Emily Fowler Central
Library
502 Oakland St.
Denton
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D E N T O N
C O U N T Y
G E N E A L O G I C A L
S O C I E T Y
502 Oakland Street
Denton, TX 76201

