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what was happening
organizations across the
United States. In addition to during that time. You
can expect examples
researching clients’
that will show how this
ancestors, Barbara does
information will help
manuscript preparation,
indexing and proofreading find documentation
for colleagues and clients. that would otherwise
Her special interest is
have been missed.
Barbara Wiley is
gathering the details that
completing a term on the
Association of Professional turn ancestors into more
than a mere name with birth
Genealogists’ Board of
and death dates.
Directors and currently
serves on its Chapter
Review Committee.
Barbara’s presentation, “Ya
Gotta Know the Territory,”
explains the importance of
Her speaking experience
knowing about the area
includes nearly 200
genealogical and historical where ancestors lived, and

Program: “You Gotta
Know the Territory”
Speaker: Barbara
Wiley

1896- Denton County Courthouse-

The Denton County
Genealogical Society meets
on the second Thursday
during the months on
September-November and
January-May.
6:30 P.M.
Denton Public Library, Emily
Fowler Central Library, 502
Oakland St., Denton, TX
76201
www.rootsweb.com/~txdcgs
I N S I D E TH I S
I S S U E :

OCTOBER IS FAMILY HISTORY MONTH

Program: “Ya Gotta Know
the Territory”
Speaker: Barbara Wiley
October is Family History
Month

1

Minutes—Sept. 2009
Treasurer’s Report

2

FGS Conference Report
by Dr. Christopher E.
Strauss

3

The Portal to Texas
History Has a New Look
The Denton Public
Library Web Page Has a
New Look, Too

4

Ancestor’s Family History
Tips

5

Family History Month takes place
every October and is a time to bring
your family together to remember and
honor your ancestors.

important component of identity. It can
lead to long-sought-after family
reunions or allow for life saving
medical treatments that only genetic
links will allow.”

Making Family History Month
nationally recognized has been a
Celebrate your roots with your family
project many have worked hard on for this month.
years. Senator Orrin Hatch helped pass
legislation that designated October as
Family History Month. He has said, “
Researching ancestry is a very
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MINUTES—SEPTEMBER 2009
Vice President Marilyn Simms
opened the first meeting of the 20092010 year of the Denton County
Genealogy Society. Marilyn greeted
the members and three guests. She
also requested everyone sign in and
if there are any new addresses,
phone numbers, or e-mail addresses
to please let her know. There were
twenty people in attendance.

Minutes and treasurers reports
were approved as published.

discussed.

Our speaker, Bob Boyd,
Chris Strauss reminded everyone presented a thought provoking
about the library “Lock In” on
program on Quaker Research.
th
Friday evening, 25 of
September. Sign up sheet is
Meeting was dismissed by
located in the genealogy
Marilyn Simms.
department.
Respectfully submitted,
There was no old or new business Shirley Harris

TREASURER’S REPORT
Balance Aug. 31, 2009
$2,310.16

Funds Deposited
Dues
Lock In Registrations
Total Deposits

$

145.00
130.00
$ 275.00

Balance Sep. 30, 2009
$2,585.16

2009-2010 Paid Members–29
Library Donations
April 1995 - May 06
June 2006 – March 2009

$2,876.52
560.00

Birth Books Sold (61)
Printing Cost (200)
Postage
Sales Tax Paid
Advertising (1)
Profit
Death Books Sold (143)
Printing Cost (300)
Consignment Fees
Postage
Sales Tax Paid
Advertising
Profit
Respectfully Submitted,
Holly Hervey, Treasurer

$1,985.00
-2,049.13
-118.69
-104.78
-30.00
$ -317.60
$3,304.72
-1,593.15
-400.00
-156.99
-77.19
-237.45
$ 839.94
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FEDERATION OF GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES CONFERENCE REPORT
by Dr. Christopher Eric Strauss
Last month (September 2 to 5), Chris and Kathy Strauss
attended the Federation of Genealogical Societies 2009
conference in Little Rock, Arkansas. Wednesday served up
Librarians’ Day for Kathy, and sessions of interest to society
delegates for Chris. The real fun began on Thursday, with an
opening session by the CEO of Generations Network
(Ancestry.com), followed by photo scanning! The Ancestry
folks brought in scanning technicians, several auto-feed
scanners and a camera unit, and signed attendees up for 15minute scanning sessions, for up to 100 pictures or documents.
Chris and Kathy signed up for the first two sessions on
Thursday with the camera, and walked out of there with 180 of
her old pictures scanned and loaded on flash drives – a total of
1.2 gigabytes of newly archived data! Ancestry scanned
thousands of photos and documents over the three days of the
conference – there was always a line waiting for the next
scanner, even with everyone scheduled.

After lunch, a session on Kentucky records showed how one
farm ended up with records in a half-dozen different
courthouses as the counties sub-divided and county seats
displaced away from the farm’s location. I certainly hope that
I don’t have anyone from that location! Another very unusual
session by a NARA representative covered all of the ins and
outs of researching headstone applications and burial records
for casualties and veterans of American wars, which is rather
more complicated than it looks. Friday ended with a braintwisting session on inferential genealogy, or how you can
build a case to prove a particular family history fact from
nothing but circumstantial evidence, with no direct evidence
whatsoever. Wow!

Saturday opened with a similar mind-numbing puzzler on the
“identity crisis” you have with phonetically recorded or
transliterated names, patronymic naming, and translated
names. The latter includes records recorded in Florida,
As is the norm at an FGS conference (this was our third), all of Louisiana, Texas, etc., during periods when the government
or church agencies doing the recording were French or
the sessions were professional, interesting, informative, in
Spanish. The nugget from that session was to remember that
some cases entertaining, and you never walked out of one
where names are concerned, land records are as a rule more
without having learned at least one new thing. The session on
information privacy was a revelation, especially to people who accurate than census records. Saturday we dined with the
had been posting personal data on the web without realizing
International Society for British Genealogy and Family
History, where we were regaled with some recent
that people all over the world are reading and copying it for
genealogical research into William Shakespeare, about whom
non-genealogical purposes. An interesting factoid in that
we really know very little beyond his plays. Scheduled after
session was that if you have pictures that contain personal
information embedded in the file, as some cameras or software lunch were several outstanding sessions on Church of
England registers, published English genealogies, and
programs will do, you should strip it out before uploading
Scottish emigration. I ended the conference learning about
those pictures to the web. In another, a key tip for visiting
how to use the WeRelate website for research collaboration,
courthouses was to always walk in with a typed or handwritten, one page summary of everything that you plan to look while Kathy got in touch with her inner Scots-Irish ancestors.
for, starting with the land records. Having that in hand prevents For us, the 2009 FGS conference was a lot of fun, a lot of
intense listening to information-packed sessions, a lot of
you from reciting your family history to the clerk (who does
shopping in the exhibit hall, watching the ducks in the lobby
not care) while trying to decide what to look for. Another
of the Peabody Hotel, and not very much sleep. We met many
pointer was to record EVERYTHING that you could while
new people with similar interests, some who lived right where
there – every record for your surnames, even if you do not
we research, and some we even knew from research trips or
know who the individuals are, since you can evaluate it all
library visits. We refreshed our acquaintances with many of
later.
the exhibitors that Kathy buys materials from, and visited
with those who have simply become good friends. It was well
Friday held many more sessions, including one on EARLY
worth our trip over to Little Rock, and we look forward to
Westward expansion from the colonies. It contained tidbits
learning new things and meeting other genealogists at future
about how New Amsterdam became New York and all of the
conferences. FGS 2010 will be in Knoxville, TN in midlaws switched from Dutch to English Common Law, under
which women had many more restrictions, and how most of the August – you should go! If not FGS, the NGS (National
settlers to Southwest Ohio (Chris’ area of interest) came from
Genealogical Society) 2010 will be in Salt Lake City, UT at
New Jersey because that just happened to be where the land
the end of April. Closer to home, the Texas State
was advertised for sale. Friday featured a luncheon for New
Genealogical Society meets in San Antonio in early
England Historic and Genealogical Society members that we November this year. Links to their websites for information
attended, with a very funny presentation by one of the
are on the last page of our society website under Related
librarians about life in the stacks with the researchers.
Links.
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THE PORTAL TO TEXAS HISTORY HAS A NEW LOOK
The Portal is a gateway to Texas history materials.
You may discover anything from an ancestor's
picture to a rare historical map. From prehistory to
the present day, you can explore unique collections
from Texas libraries, museums, archives, historical
societies, genealogical societies, and private family
collections. The Portal continues to grow as
additional partners contribute digital versions of
their collections.

search using the Basic Search function, you can get
a good idea of the diversity of items in the Portal.
Once you obtain a list of search results, you can
delve into documents, photographs, artifacts, maps,
or other items of genealogical and historical
interest, and sort them by title, creator, date created,
or date added to the Portal. There is, however, no
surname field for searching like other genealogy
resources.

Tara Carlisle, a librarian from the UNT Portal to
Texas History, spoke at the recent “Genealogy
After Hours,” at Emily Fowler Library. She gave
an overview of the Portal website, and how to
search it to find genealogical materials. The newly
redesigned website emphasizes contributed
collections, and has a user-friendly search engine.

The Portal has recently uploaded several early
Texas Newspapers. Newspapers often reveal a
treasure trove of information about our ancestors
and how they lived. The Denton Public Library
photographic collection is among the resources
available on the Portal to Texas History.

The Portal to Texas History emphasizes access to
historical sources. With materials such as digital
reproductions of city directories, historical society
journals, genealogical society quarterlies,
newspapers, maps, letters, documents, artifacts,
and more, family history researchers can search for
specific information about ancestors or explore
collections that provide historical background and
depth with facts about everyday life in the past.
There are two basic navigations for discovering
information: Explore and Search. Explore can be a
good way to limit items to Texas county, subject,
date, item type, contributing partner, and specific
collections. Likewise, by starting with a broad

THE DENTON PUBLIC LIBRARY WEB PAGE HAS A NEW LOOK, TOO
Laura Douglas has been working hard to redesign
the website for the Denton Public Library. The
Genealogy page contains everything if did
previously, but it is easier to use, and much more
attractive.
Log on and take a look!
http://www.dentonlibrary.com
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ANCESTRY FAMILY HISTORY TIPS
Flashlight Helps Read Tombstone Inscriptions
Shining a torch [flashlight] obliquely across an inscription in the
dark, makes the inscription really stand out. However, being a
lady totally averse to exploring graveyards and cemeteries in the
night, this method was not to my liking. I then hit on the idea of
taking a large travel blanket on my trips. By placing that over the
tombstone and crawling beneath it, it was sufficient for me to use
the oblique torch method to read faded inscriptions. It worked
every time, but I leave to your imagination the time I finished one
particularly difficult stone. I had spent quite some time on my
knees and I stood up groaning with the blanket draped over my
head, just as a drunk came staggering down the churchyard path in
the dusk. He turned tail and ran and I doubt he ever touched a
drop again.
Sandra J. Smith

Social Networking Searches
I had hit a wall in my research. We knew his father's siblings and
most of their descendants, and knew there were other cousins
somewhere. I turned to Facebook and MySpace and did a search
for his last name. I tried to find older relatives that might know
something. I would send a friend request with a personal message
stating that I thought we might be related, the names of my
hubby’s father and grandfather, and where they were from. I have
made contact with three of his grandfather's siblings' descendants,
some whom are also interested in genealogy. I have promised to
share all of my information and research by publishing a book
when I finish with the generation before his grandfather.
Karen

immigrated. So, if you know the village or town of your
ancestor in Europe, try posting an article in the local
newspaper. Often our European cousins are just as
anxious as we are to re-establish our family
relationships.
Nancy Long

Visit the Cemetery Office
If you visit the cemetery where some of your ancestors
are buried, don't just visit the gravesite and copy the
information from the marker or headstone. Make sure
you visit the cemetery office and ask to see the records
for that specific gravesite. I have found that many
gravesites provided room for six to eight people. While
only one or two names might be mentioned on the grave
marker, everyone interred there will be listed in the
cemetery's records for that grave. These records will
include the name and date of burial (and occasionally,
the date of death) for each person interred. They will
also usually include the name and address of a family
member who is the "contact" person responsible for
maintenance of that gravesite; even that name could lead
you in a fruitful direction.
Dick Moran, Lakewood Ranch, Florida

Ask Family about Memorabilia

My maternal great-grandparents divorced in the late
1890s and my great-grandfather completely fell off the
charts. No one in the family knew anything about him.
At a family reunion in 2004, an uncle mentioned that he
had a beautiful album full of postcards that had been
Advertise in Foreign Newspapers
A few years ago I found a fifth cousin in Germany who shared my passed through the family. By reading the cards I found
my great-grandfather’s family because my grandmother
interest in family history. A cousin here in the United States
had corresponded with her cousins. Once I found them, I
located a family portrait taken in Germany with no identification
of who was in the photo or date it was taken. I e-mailed a copy of traced their father to his childhood and found my greatgrandfather's family. Check with all your relatives and
the photo to the German cousin who had it posted in a local
newspaper with a story of my research. As a result, I found a sister ask what kind of memorabilia they've got. You might be
of my grandmother and her descendants and now have many new as lucky as we were.
cousins to visit on my next trip to Germany. This same method
Barbara
also helped me find my grandmother’s brother who never

2009-2010 OFFICERS
President—Linda Touraine
Vice-President—Marilyn Simms
Secretary—Shirley Harris
Treasurer—Holly Hervey
Librarian—Kathy Strauss
Webmaster—Chris Strauss
Parliamentarian—Diane Abner

NEXT MEETING OF
THE DENTON
COUNTY
GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY WILL BE ON
NOV 12, 2009
Emily Fowler Central
Library
502 Oakland St.
Denton
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