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and Mrs. David McCollum. Bill is an artist and lives 
and works in Dallas, Texas. He is married to the 
lormar La Quita Cain of Muenster, The McCollums 
have two daughters Tracey and Kelley. 



FOREWORD 

One hundred years of history of a Community has been attempted to put some things 
of interest to the people of by gone years, and a reminder of the people that make up 
Valley View of Today. We have searched bits of newspapers, books with short sketches 
of the lives of a few dug into attics for pictures of fong ago. We have tried to take into 
account the Civic, Educational, Agriculture, Religious, and Social life of its people. 

It is a town of rocks, dirt, and grass that holds the world together, and nothing in 
the world can be done without us. It is a story of hardships, triumphs, achieviments 
and inspirations. We invite you to read this book, as we think that you will enjoy the 
great amount of history that has been complied by the Historical Committee in one months 
time. After you have read it file it away in some safe place, as it will be valuable add
ition to look back upon. Then too, those who care to know about Valley View in the 
future will have some record as to what went on before them, a thing we did not have. 

We make no apol igies for those whose names fai I to appear in the Book, an invi
tation went out to all the people, and if you were not contacted for a story, maybe you 
could have contacted us, you knew it was going on. 

Since this Community is to us who write and to you who read, our town is made up 
of the dearest hearts and the gentlest people on the face of the earth. Leave it stay 
that way. 



HISTORIC COMMITTEE 

Mrs. Bert Martin--Chairman 
Mrs. Edity Terry--Co-Chairman 
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This Centennial is theculminarioneffortof dozens of civic minded citizens who have 
given of their purse, time, and of their talents. 

Many have come from far away places to help observe this 100th anniversary. We 
are happy that you have been able to be with lIS, and we say, "WELCOME" 

We especially wish to acl<nowledge the work of the variolIs Centennial Committees 
and to them, we say, "For a job well done, Thank You--TheSpirit of the People of Val~ 
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PROGRAM AND PARADE 
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Bobby Don Doty 
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Robert Windle 

Mr. Fred Haney-Chairman 
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PARKING 

Joe Devers-Chairman 
Charles Southard 



CAPTAIN LEE 

SCENES OF YESTERYEARS 
VALLEY VIEW -- THE LEES 

Stand at the back of the R.E. Nesbitt new. el
egant. brick home that sets very nearly on tile se
cond home site, made of wood and painted white, 
that Capt. Lee bui I t for his Lady many years ago. 
Take a long hard look to tile west and the surround
ing area with this thougllt in mind. How beautiful is 
the Valley! Turn the pages of the calendar back more 
than a hundred years ago, and as the scenes of yest
eryears flash by, may we examine the time, the place 
and the people. 

The view of the valley is the same today as it 
was when Mrs .. Lee said, "I name this Valley View." 

The town is situated on Spring Creek, 10 miles 
SOUtil of Gainesville. Actual colonization was star
ted by W.S. Peters, under the old impresario colon
ization system of 1828 but the Fi fth Congress of tile 
Republic of Texas, passed January 4, 1841' througll 

.umwh+Ch-the-Pffisiuell'WErS~aDTnorlZed to en er Into a 
contract with Peters and others to introduce famil ies 
into Texas for settlement on vacant lands. 

The Peters colony was extensively advertised 
and settlement of Cooke County began on Spring 
Creek late in 1845. Martin Neely, who with Jim Mar
tin settled on Spring Creek one-halfmile west of what 
is now known as Valley View. This settlement claim
ed to be the first to take up abode on vacant land. 
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When Cap!" Lee first came to this region, he found 
these cabins burned, and not a trace of any white man 
No one ever found what happened to the early set
tlers. 

Capt. Lee (a captain in The Civil War for the 
South) and his family with about half a dozen fam
i I ies emigrated from Cooper County, Mi ssouri to Te
xas in about 1868. Capt. Lee with a group of his 
friends had already scanned this area, found it most 
pleasant to the eyes, and purchased the land. Capt. 
Lee had already built a double cabin before he brou
ght his family here. Naturally, the cabin was built 
near the Lalle's edge. He knew better than to put a 
dirt floor in his house, and this was lile only cabin 
with a wooden floor, whicll was a real fancy doing 
for that day. It could be thought that perhaps Capt 
Lee was aifluent for his time. It was reported that 
when he came to this area he had ten tllOusand dol
lars in gold. This perhaps, was true because he had 
disposed of his property in Missouri before he left 
that part of the world. 

Capt. Lee and Mrs .. Lee were childhoOd sweet
hearts and schoolmates, and they were married ~Io
vern bel' 1, 1959, at Praire Home, Missouri. Ten years 
later they came to Sherman, Texas. and on February 
1st of tile following year, drove their ox learn through 
the future town to the double log cabin on the beau
tiful lake, thai Capt. Lee had buill on land that was 
later the home of C.A. Myers. Olhers that lived on 
this same land and owned the lake were Jeff Wheeler 
Family, and Ihe Jack Lalham Family. 

Mrs. Lee, years later, in descri bing the scenes, 
said, "There was not even a path and qrass was as 
high as a man's head. Mr. Lee said tllat we were 
coming 10 the frontier. I remarked thai It looked 
very much to me like backtier, no churches, no sus
tenance for soul or body, a veritable wilderness." 

But Ihe Lees were not long alone, On April 6, 
1870, five other families, who were the Lees neigh
bors in Missouri, came to settle on Spring Creek. 
They were A.D. Jones, Gilbert French, Richard fllc
Cubbin. Andrew Hi II. and Joseph Reavis and fam
ilies. Soon thereafter, R. Obuch and family who 
had traveled wi Ih the Lees from Missouri to Sherman, 
decided to cast their lot with Illeir old friends in 
southern Cooke CounlY·. 

Some of the men in the neighborhood decided to 
drive a herd of cattle to Missouri for the profit in· 
valved. In July, of 1870, while tile men were away 
reports were circulated that Indians were in North 
Texas ki II ing people and steal ing. The Valley View 
settlers decided to go to the cross timbers for pro
tection (Pilot Point) but once there, Mrs. Lee longed 
to return home. The young boys in the settlement 
had been sent out to watch, but had golten sleepy and 
had gone to sleep. Mrs. Lee just happened to want 
to check on tile youthful guards, and when she found 
tllem sound asleep decided right Ihen and there they 
would all come back home: and find some other way 
to proteCl themselves. Guns and ammunition were 
secured at Pilot Point. The families returned home 
and guards were placed on duly. Cautioned to stay 
awake, and to watch out for Indians. This sugges
tion was carried out but the Indians never showed. 

In those early days of the 70's it was necessary 
to go to Gainesville for most of their provisions, mail 
and other necessities, and sometimes there were long 



delays when Elm Creek was on the rise, since there 
were no bridges. The township was laid out soon 
after, because Mrs. Lee had set her foot down, "no 
more run nino to Pilot Point everv lime an Indian raid 
was heard of." Mr. Lee knew the time had come to 
do something about forming a town and getling a post 
office. Mr. Lee laid out the townsite earlv in 1872 
dnd every man was to be given a lot who would bui Id 
a house and paint it white. Eleven families built 
houses on whole blocks and seven on individual lots .. 
Three of those houses built on the whole lots are 
st i II standing espec ially the I i ttl e house north of the 
square that is owned by the Moon Fami Iy. 

Capt. Lee's second house that he built for Mrs. 
Lee was a two story affair and painted white. The 
house was located about a hundred yards from the 
lake. Finally, another house was constructed on fur
ther south, about another hundred yards from the sec
ond location, and it too, was painted white. This 
house was a much larger one. It is the house where 
Mrs. Pearl Kemplin now resides. 

During Capt. Lee's later years, he became quite 
ill, and it was decided that it was best that he be 
moved to Gainesville to live with a daughter. He had 
built this daughter a beautiful home on Church Street 
Capt. Lee preceded Mrs. Lee in death, and they are 
both buried in the Fairview Cemetry in Gainesville, 
Texas. 

CAPTAIN LEE 

CAPTAIN LEE AND WIFE AROUND 1910 

Most of the Lee fortune was spent early during 
their life time, and not much money was made during 
their later years. However, it did not seem to make 
much difference to them, because it meant trying to 
bui Id a betler place for tomorrow; and to leave a Her
itage of the past, the seed that would bring forth the 
Harvest of the Future for somebody el se. 

THE BRIDGE BUILDER 

An old man traveling a lone highway. 
Came at the evening cold and gray, 
To a chasm vast and deep and wide, 
Through which was flowing a sullen tide, 
The old man crossed in the twlight dim; 
But he turned when safe on the other side, 
And builded a bridge to span the tide. 
'Old Man', cried a fellow pilgrim near, 
You're wasting your time in building here, 
Your journey will end with the closing day, 
You never again will pass this way, 
You have crossed the chasm deep and wide, 
Why bui Id you this bridge at even tide? 
'Good friend, in the path I have come', he said. 
There followeth after me today 
A youth whose feet must pass this way, 
This stream which has been naught to me, 
To that fair haired youth may pilface be; 

--TI n""eCT["ee'"s"'h"airdrTIth"r"'e"e'c"'h"IT.1 d"r'Oenn-, 'l"'w"'o-'g;;-I"r"l s;-;;a:nn"'d'o"'n"e,----~He~too~must-cross-in-the-twH g ht-d im-, --
boy. The boy died at an early age and is buried be- Good friend, I am building this bridge for him. 
side his parents. 

When all the bills were paid after Mrs. Lee's 
funeral, only six hundred dollars was left to be dis
tributed among her three heirs, a daughter and two 
grandda ughters. By Wi II Allen Fromgoole 
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The firs! home built by William Obuch in 1897. He 
was one of the founders of Valley View 

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE WN. OSUCH BY HIS 
FRIEND CAPT. L.W. LEE 

Mr. Obuch often ask me to write something to 
read just before lowering him into the silent tomb. 
I do not feel equal to the task but am glad to say that 
his I ife was such that he needs no eulogy from me or 
anyone in any community that he has lived for his 
wise counsel, charitable acts, sociability, liberailly 
and honest deal ings have placed him beyond reproach. 

He has been my friend, neighbor and counselor 
for forty years and whi Ie we have differed widely on 
many subjects there has never been an angry word 
or thought between us. We were close friends during 
the Civi I War, he on one side and I on the other. He 
was for the Union but I have known him to run great 
risk to his life to save his neighbors of the opposite 
party for he claimed it was not a war between neigh
bors but between great armies to settle great pol iti
cal questions when diplomacy failed. 

Mr. Obuch was born in Saalfeld, East Prussia, 
Germany on Dec. 17, 1833; Died Jan. 19, 1901. 

The following is a copy from a leaf of his day 

Death is a great boon in time. I'll die contented 
and satisfied." His religious view were broad and 
liberal. He allowed every man the same liberty he 
claimed for himself with no i II wi II toward one who 
differed with him, no matter how absured it appeared 
to him and in the language of one of the gre atest 
American orators, "Speech can not contain our love. 
There never was, there never will be a greater, gran
der, nobler man." 

-book-,--~-'-'MaHer-, foree-and-vital-enefgy-ar~e-etefnal-c. ----------WII=I=I~AM-QBIJGH-~ 
Oganizations, systems, combinations begin and end 
but remarkable deeds and expressions out live the 
individual. Life is made happy by our admiration of 
good. A beginning of creation of the universe would 
limit time and space. Life is a successful effort of 
an organized existence to over come the natural for
ces to preserve itself. 
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Cooke County was a raw and unimproved region 
when the William Obuch family came to the region 
later named Valley View. Mr. Obuch was born in East 
East Prussia, Germany, December seventeenth 1833 
His father held a judical position in that German pro
vince. He grew up in a good social position, ac
quired a liberal education and especially excelled 










































































































