
 1 

Shalshelet 
A Publication of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Oregon 

 
Spring 2015                     Volume 25 

 

USING ANCESTRY.COM FOR YOUR RESEARCH 
March 22, 2015 Program – 1 p.m. at Ahavath Achim 

 

Crista Cowan, Community Alliance Manager at Ancestry.com, a 

much sought after speaker, and their specialist in Jewish 

research will demonstrate some of her favorite tips and tricks 

for genealogy research. While she will highlight Jewish record 

collections, her techniques are useful for anyone doing family 

history research.   

 

Crista is a native of Washington County and writes The Barefoot  

Genealogist blog.  A few years ago she conducted a daylong 

seminar for JGSO on using Ancestry.com.  

 

You are encouraged to email your Ancestry questions in advance 

to jgsoregon@gmail.com so that Crista can incorporate them into her 

program, [example - “Why do I get so many returns on my search 

that seem to have no relevance to the name I typed in?”]   

Please come early if you would like help from or give help to other 

genealogists.  

 

The program will be held at Ahavath Achim, 3225 SW Barbur 

Blvd, Portland, with doors opening at 12:30 p.m. The program is 

free to 2015 JGSO members. We request a $5 contribution from 

non-members.   
 

mailto:jgsoregon@gmail.com
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LIBRARIES AND GENEALOGY                                                                                       
by Nancy Tauman 

 
Libraries can be a good source for genealogical research—both online and at the 
library.  
 
The Multnomah County library has a fairly large section devoted to genealogy in 
general and some genealogy specific to Jewish genealogy.  It also has 44 Jewish 
periodicals and many books on Jewish history, religion, culture and more.  These 
collections are located on the third floor of the Library.  The genealogical section 
is on the left hand side as you get off the elevator and the Judaica section is on 
the right side.  The librarians are extremely helpful in orienting you to what is 
contained there, helping you find specific items or locate something you aren’t 
quite sure how to define.    The genealogy section has books specifically devoted 
to genealogy such as how to start your genealogical research and also books 
specific to Jewish research such as the directories of Jewish surnames from 
various areas such as Poland, the Russian Empire, Germany and Galicia as well 
as some cities.  I recommend a visit downtown just to browse the genealogy 
collection and the Judaica collection. 
 
Many of the genealogical books can be found through the online catalog and 
ordered just like any book and sent to your local library.  Others can only be used 
downtown. 

 
Library Resources Online         
 
 
The Multnomah County library also offers 
genealogical resources online.  (Many of 
the other county libraries such as 
Clackamas and Washington County 
probably offer similar options.)  
 



 3 

Open up the library website online, www.multcolib.org., and login.  Look at the 
blue menu bar near the top and click on Research. Then click on Popular 
Research Topics.  Scroll down and click on Genealogy.  The first thing you will 
see is what they are featuring at the moment for genealogy.  At the time of writing 
this article it was Sephardic roots and it listed books about Sephardic history and 
practical advice for those researching their Sephardic roots to name a few. 
  
Scroll down and you will come to Resources.  Under resources you will find the 
following: 
 
Digital Sanborn Maps 1867-1970.  If you have family who lived in Oregon, 
Washington and/or California during this period, the maps are detailed historical 
maps of cities and towns, showing buildings, streets and neighborhoods.   

 
General Land Office records.  You can access Federal land conveyance records 
for Public Land States.  This is more for the 18th and 19th century but if you have 
ancestors from that time, you may find something. 
 
HeritageQuest Online. This is a great website for certain types of research.  
Once you open up the website you will be given a menu including Search 
Census and Search Books: 
 
Search Census.  This is a wonderful resource for census research because you 
can do census research from a different angle.   Although it isn’t perfect (not all of 
the census records for the census in the 20th century are complete), it can be a 
big help in finding relatives of your ancestors.  This is how it differs from 
ancestry.com or family search.org. 
 
Click onto Search Census and you will be given a menu.  Type in the last name 
only and a year.  The screen will then show the name, the state and how many 
listings there are for that name.  Since I do a lot of research in Chicago for my 
husband’s family, I usually type in Illinois. (But if I know they had relatives in 
other parts of the country, I will go to those states as well.) You will then get a 
listing of all the census records for that last name, with the given name, age, sex, 
race, birthplace, state, county, location in the city and the census year.  You can 
click on each name and the original census record will show up. 
 
The original census record is usually quite readable.  One caution is that it may 
not go directly to your ancestor’s listing on the census so you may have to go to 
the next page or two or the prior page.  Just go down to the bottom and click next 
page or prior page. 
 
Despite its quirks, it is a quick way to find relatives of your ancestor with the 
same name and also if you know, for example, your ancestor’s wife’s maiden 
name or his/her mother’s maiden name, you can search for those relatives as 
well. When it works for you it is great.  Caveat:  it does not pull up the different 

http://www.multcolib.org/
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spellings of the name so if you know that several types of spelling of the last 
name have been used, you will need to input those names as well for a complete 
search. 
 
Search Books – This is a collection of books on people and places in family and 
local histories.  You can search by people, places and publications.  I find that 
searching by places has been the most helpful for my Jewish research.  While 
you may not find much, you may find articles about family members.  For 
example, I went to the Places section and typed in Chicago, IL, the last name of 
the family, and the word Jews and came up with two articles—one of which was 
―The Sentinel Presents 100 Years of Jewry‖ and found an article on an ancestor 
who had been active in the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society of Chicago.  I also did 
the same using Hebrew and got different hits.  You need to play around with your 
search.  If you click on View Hits, it takes you to the table of contents and you 
can click where it has a number next to the chapter.  Click on that and see if it 
brings up your ancestor. Caveat:  you will get articles that are totally irrelevant. 
 
Other sites under Resources are: 
 
 New York Times (1980 – present).  News and current events 
 

New York Times Historical (1851-2009).  This has full pages of each page 
of each issue.  Great for history. 
 

 The Historical Oregonian (1867-1987) and The Oregonian (1987-present) 
 
America’s Obituaries and Death Notices – from newspapers around the 
United States 

  
Ancestry Library Edition – ancestry.com but you have to go to the library 
to use it 

  
Biography and Genealogy Master Index. 

 
 
  INTERLIBRARY LOAN and GOOGLE BOOKS 
 
 
You can also get books through the Multnomah Library that are not in their 
collection.  This can be an amazing resource.  I have used this extensively to 
research the histories of cities where my ancestors have lived, find my ancestors 
in published genealogies, find books on life 
in the Pale of Settlement and the trip 
from Eastern Europe to the US, to name a 
few.  I usually use this in conjunction with 
google books. 



 5 

 
Get on google books at www.books.google  and 
enter your ancestor’s name and see what comes 
up. Try it a number of ways.  Type in the name first 
and then the word genealogy.  Then add the place 
they may have lived.  An alternate search is to type 
the name and add ~ genealogy.  You may get lucky 
and get a hit on your ancestor or on one of his/her 
relatives which will give you some good information.     
 
During the latter part of the 19th century and early 

part of the 20th century, it was popular for both small and large communities 
and/or counties to publish histories which included how it started, its industries, 
etc, but it also would include names and bios of prominent citizens in the 
city/state.  You will have a better chance if your ancestor lived in a small city or 
town, unless they were prominent and then you will probably find them in a 
history of that city 
.   
Google books is also a good place to locate books that discuss the places  where 
your ancestors lived.  I have found some excellent books about the Jews of 
Chicago.  For example, ―The History of the Jews of Chicago‖ by Irving Cutler is 
an excellent book for anyone with ancestors who live or have lived in Chicago.  I 
have also been successful on searching in other areas such as Iron Mountain, 
Michigan. 
 
When you find a book on google books, click on it and sometimes you will be 
able to read the entire book online, or maybe just a portion.  If you want to order 
it, look on the left side for ―Find in a Library‖ and click.  If it doesn’t say Find in a 
Library, look for Find in Print and click and it usually takes you to Find in a 
Library.  From there it takes you to the page which gives the World Cat 
information and sometimes the ISBN number and libraries in which it can be 
found.  Print that page.  Caveat:  I have never been successful in printing a book 
or even a page but I have been able to download them. 
 
Then go to your interlibrary loan account.  If you don’t have one, you can set one 
up easily.  Click on interlibrary loan and it will bring up a World Cat Advanced 
Search.  Don’t use the Advanced Search.  Click on Basic Search.  Fill in Author, 
Title, ISBN if you have it and year and then hit search.  You will then get a list of 
the books you have requested.  There will be a book icon next to the list if it is in 
book form.  If you want it in book form, click on the first one with a book by the 
number.  It will take you to a page with First Search in the top left hand corner.  
Go to Get This Item.  Check to see if it is in the MultCoLib under availability or go 
to External Resources and Click on Request an Interlibrary Loan.  Continue and 
complete and you will get a notice on your library email account when it is in.  
Usually you can keep the book for two to three weeks and sometimes longer.  It 
just depends on the library that owns the book.  There are no renewals on these 

http://www.books.google/
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books.  I have never had to pay for one although I usually say I will pay $5 if 
necessary. There is also an internet icon for some books (the one with an arrow).  
It will give you the url address where you can view the book online.  
 
Other Sites for Books 
 
www.hatitrust.org -This is a large site which often works in partnership with local 
libraries. The website is easy to use as it gives specific directions on how to use 
it.  
 
Yizkor Books – Just google Yizkor books and it comes up with numerous 
websites where you can see them online.  I usually google Yizkor books and the 
name of the town and I get a number of websites with the book if there is a book 
for that town.  Not all of them have been translated into English.   
 
Libraries in the city or town where your ancestor lived.  If you know where your 
ancestor is from in the US, I frequently call up the library (especially if it is a 
smaller town or county) and have found the librarians to be very helpful.  You can 
find the number or website on line.  You can do the same with local genealogy 
societies. 
 
The Library of Congress.  The genealogy section is most helpful if you can trace 
your ancestor back several generations as there may be a genealogy on file.  
The home page is www.loc.gov.. The local history and genealogy reading room’s 
home page is www.loc.gov/rr/genealogy .  Both give you access to the online 
catalog.  Some of its local histories have been digitalized.  For example:  
―California as I Saw It:  First Person Narratives of California’s Early Years, 1849-
1900; Pioneering the Upper Midwest:  Books from Michigan, Minnesota and 
Wisconsin, ca. 1820-1910.    Try also the tips for locating genealogical resources 
in the Library of Congress.  www.loc.gov/rr/genealogy/tips.html 
  
Finally, be sure to check out the archives of each state you are researching.   
You can find this information on family search wiki or just google archives for  
the state you want.  The Oregon Archives website is: 
http://sos.oregon.gov/archives?Pages/records.aspx   
  
 

 
TRANSLATION HELP 

Most of us throw up our hands and seek help when we encounter a record from 
the old country in a language we can't read. The LDS Family History Library has 
translation aides for various languages. So does Ancestry.com. Ancestry recently 
posted an article about translating European records. Check the article  out at: 
http://c.ancestry.com/cs/media/tips-for-
translation.pdf?o_xid=64898&o_lid=64898&o_sch=Email 
 

 

http://www.hatitrust.org/
http://www.loc.gov/
http://www.loc.gov/rr/genealogy
http://www.loc.gov/rr/genealogy/tips.html
http://sos.oregon.gov/archives?Pages/records.aspx
http://c.ancestry.com/cs/media/tips-for-translation.pdf?o_xid=64898&o_lid=64898&o_sch=Email
http://c.ancestry.com/cs/media/tips-for-translation.pdf?o_xid=64898&o_lid=64898&o_sch=Email
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IMMIGRATION QUOTAS 
1925-1927                             
 
During the 1920s, the US, in 
response to the increasing flow of 
immigrants post WWI, adopted 
increasingly restrictive immigration 
quotas. In 1924 the Johnson-Reed 
Act was passed, which imposed a 
total immigration quota of 165,000 -
less than 20% of the pre WWI 
average.  
 
The number of permitted immigrants 
was based on the percentage of 
each nationality as recorded in the 
1890 census – which was in truth an 
effort to limit Southern and Eastern 
European immigration.  The number 
of permitted immigrants for NW 
Europe and Scandinavia was 
142,843, 86.5% of the total, while the 
number from Eastern and Southern 
Europe combined was 18,439, 11.2 
% of the total allowed.  
 
Here are examples of the 1924 
quotas for of immigrants allowed 
from some of the European nations: 
 
Germany 51,227                                                                                                                         
UK    34,007                                                                                                                      
Ireland  28, 567                                                                                                                    
France  3,954                                                                                                                     
Poland    5,982                                                                                                                          
Italy    3,845                                                                                               
Czech   3,073                                                                                                                    
Russia   2,248                                                                                                                
Romania      603                                                                                                           
Hungary      473                                                                                                                  
Greece      100 . 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

GREGORIAN v. JULIAN 
CALENDARS                                     
from a post on IAJGS Digest 
 
Up until the 20th century, parts of 
Eastern Europe (particularly the 
Russian Empire) used the Julian 
instead of the more widely used 
Gregorian calendar. When dealing 
with vital records from the 19th and 
20th century, until the Gregorian 
calendar became the standard, 
dating records can be confusing.  

The Gregorian calendar, named for 
Pope Gregory, became effective 4 
October 1582 in most Catholic 
countries, in 1752 in Britain and the 
US colonies, in 1918 in Russia and 
in 1923 in Greece. Because the 
Catholic Church had no control over 
civil calendars and Protestant 
countries objected to a ―Catholic‖ 
innovation it took time to adopt. 
Today it is the most widely used 
calendar. 

Below are some helpful tips on 
converting Julian to Gregorian dates, 
particularly for Russian Empire 
records:  

1. If the Julian date is between 1 
Mar 1638 - 28 Feb 1769 
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Julian, add 11 days to get the 
Gregorian date 

2. If the Julian date is between 1 
Mar 1769 - 28 Feb 1900 
Julian, add 12 days to get the 
Gregorian date 

3. If the Julian date is between 1 
Mar 1900 - 31 Jan 1918 
Julian, add 13 days to get the 
Gregorian date 

4. From 1 February 1918 to the 
present, use the Gregorian 
calendar. 

The Gregorian calendar, named for 
Pope Gregory, became effective 4 
October 1582 in most Catholic 
countries, in 1752 in Britain and the 
US colonies, in 1918 in Russia and 
in 1923 in Greece. Because the 
Catholic Church had no control over 
civil calendars and Protestant 
countries objected to a ―Catholic‖ 
innovation it took time to adopt. 
Today it is the most widely used 
calendar. 

RAILWAY MAPS FROM E. 
EUROPE TO PORTS OF 
IMMIGRATION                                    
posted on Gesher Galicia SIG 
 

For questions about how immigrants 
traveled from their Eastern European 
towns to ports of immigration, there 
are three excellent, historical railway 
maps on the Gesher Galicia Map 
Room.  Click the links and zoom in to 
see the various possible routes.  
 
Although the focus of the map room 
is on the Austro-Hungarian  Empire, 
one may still get a sense of where 
these trains might have  come from 
and/or continued even if they 
originated in Russia during the 19th 
and 20th centuries and continued on 

to France, Germany,  
Holland or England. The direct links 
are below: 
 
Artaria Railway & Postal 
Communications Map of Austria-
Hungary 1887 
 
http://maps.geshergalicia.org/galicia/
austro-hungary-rail-1887/ 
 
A railway and postal route map of 
the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy 
published by Artaria of Vienna in 
1887. The map shows region 
borders (highlighting Galicia), towns, 
rail lines, and postal routes, with a 
detailed legend of communication 
lines by color and symbols. 
Additional features include suburban 
rail lines around Vienna and 
Budapest at roughly 5x greater 
scale, plus a more detailed rail 
network map of northern Bohemia. 
 
Kornman Road, Rail & Waterway 
Transport Map of Galicia & Bukovina 
1890 
 
http://maps.geshergalicia.org/galicia/
galicia-bukovina-rail-1890/ 
 
A transport route map showing 
highways, railways, and waterways 
of Galicia and Bukovina created by 
Samuel Kornman of Lwow and 
printed by Freytag & Berndt of 
Vienna in 1890. It is very useful for 
its depiction of connections between 
major and minor towns of Galicia 
(and surrounding regions). The map 
also shows district boundaries,  
distances between major cities, and 
city populations. Types and  
capacity of the transport routes are 
indicated by 11 different map  

http://maps.geshergalicia.org/galicia/austro-hungary-rail-1887/
http://maps.geshergalicia.org/galicia/austro-hungary-rail-1887/
http://maps.geshergalicia.org/galicia/galicia-bukovina-rail-1890/
http://maps.geshergalicia.org/galicia/galicia-bukovina-rail-1890/
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symbols. The 1890 map was 
published with an 1898 transport  
statistics booklet, describing and 
quantifying the regional transport  
network, and comparing it to those of 
adjacent regions. 
 
Cram's Railway System Atlas of the 
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy 1901 
 
A railway map of the Austro-
Hungarian Monarchy, from George 
F. Cram's "Standard American 
Railway System Atlas Of The World" 
(1901), showing towns, rail lines, and 
major geographic landmarks, with a  
listing of major cities at the top. 
Includes the note, "Foreign Maps 
Are Compiled Largely From Charts 
of The Royal Geographical Society." 
 
Of note, sometimes the ports and 
shipping lines were chosen based on 
which ticket agent covered the 
shtetls where your ancestors lived. 
Some communities in Galicia all 
seemed to leave from Rotterdam on 
the Holland America Line,  possibly  
not by preference for that port, as 
other German ports would have 
been closer -- but  simply someone 
selling the right ticket at the right 
time or different  ticket agents having 
territorial rights. Once one relative 
was a satisfied customer, others 
followed.  
 
Here is a link to more information 
about transmigration via British 
ports: 
http://www.theshipslist.com/ships/lin
es/transmigration.shtml 
 
And an article by Nicholas Evans, 
who has spoken at many IAJGS 
conferences on this topic here: 

http://www.norwayheritage.com/articl
es/templates/voyages.asp?articleid=
28&zoneid=6  
 
Historical railway maps are important 
to review because train lines 
came and went.  Depending on the 
era, choices for emigrants varied and 
not all train lines which existed in the 
late 19th - early 20th centuries still 
exist. Reviewing present-day maps 
will only provide part of the story. 

 

CALCULATING 
DISTANCES                             

posted on Ukraine SIG 
 
For those of you interested in finding 
distances and routes between cities, 
towns, etc., in Europe and Eastern 
Europe, here is a link to a website 
that does just that:  http://calculate-
distance.com/ 
 

NEW HUNGARIAN WEBSITE 

posted on Hungarian SIG 
 
Flodni is a lovely website produced 
by the Hungarian Jewish Archives, 
the Budapest Holocaust Museum 
and others.  As the home page 
explains, the site is called Flodni 
because, like the cake, it represents 
the merging of Hungarian and 
Jewish traditions.    
 
The Contents include many images, 
films, and links to other resources 
about the rich traditions and history 
of Hungarian Jewry.  Although the 
site is in Hungarian, relatively easy 
to navigate: 
http://magyarzsido.hu/index.php?opti
on=com_content&view=frontpage&It
emid=1  

http://www.theshipslist.com/ships/lines/transmigration.shtml
http://www.theshipslist.com/ships/lines/transmigration.shtml
http://www.norwayheritage.com/articles/templates/voyages.asp?articleid=28&zoneid=6
http://www.norwayheritage.com/articles/templates/voyages.asp?articleid=28&zoneid=6
http://www.norwayheritage.com/articles/templates/voyages.asp?articleid=28&zoneid=6
http://calculate-distance.com/
http://calculate-distance.com/
http://magyarzsido.hu/index.php?option=com_content&view=frontpage&Itemid=1
http://magyarzsido.hu/index.php?option=com_content&view=frontpage&Itemid=1
http://magyarzsido.hu/index.php?option=com_content&view=frontpage&Itemid=1
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Note from your JGSO President, Barbara Hershey:   
 
Do you enjoy JGSO?  Are the programs, newsletter and/or emails valuable to 
you?  All of that is possible as a result of the efforts of other members of YOUR 
organization.   
 
JGSO needs help, your help - in the form of a few volunteer hours of your time. 
We need your active participation to keep the organization thriving.   
 
Right now JGSO has four members doing the bulk of the organizational work.  
That is not sustainable or healthy for an organization.  
 
The jobs that need to be filled require anywhere from 1-10 hours per month.  A 
handful of you doing a couple of hours a month would make an enormous 
impact.  You need not be an advanced genealogist or a long-standing member to 
play a vital role. We need people to do very discrete and time limited tasks while 
we also welcome those interested in a more extensive role, such as in a board 
position. 
 
Following is a sample of tasks essential for our operation.  You might even want 
to buddy up with someone to share responsibility.  
 
A full list with estimated time needed will be posted shortly on our website.  
Please take a look and send us an email to say which you will accept.   

 Publicity: maintain a publicity contact list, send the information in the 
format required by the recipients (not a technical skill) 

 Membership: support new and existing members, maintain the list of 
members 

 E-Mailing lists Filled at last meeting by newer member Barbara Brady.  
Thank you!  

 Operations: Set up and/or take down of equipment for meetings  

 Newsletter:  Shalshelet will need a new editor at the end of 2015 and 
always needs writers. 

 Programs: develop programs and help to arrange for speakers  
 
Count your name among those who aid your co-members getting to their roots!  
Thanks for your support.  I welcome your comments. 
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Quick bytes 
 

 
 
CONSCRIPTION IN CZARIST 
RUSSIA                                           
Posted on JewishGen  
 

For those who do not want to read 
an entire book on the subject but 
would like to gain more accurate 
information about conscription of 
Jews into the Tsarist army, I 
recommend the article "Military 
Service in Russia" in The YIVO 
Encyclopedia of Jews in Eastern 
Europe. It can be found 
at http://www.yivoencyclopedia.org/articl

e.aspx/Military_Service_in_Russia 
 
CZERNOWITZ VITAL RECORDS 
Posted on JewishGen 
 
A project has been going on for a 
few years, to index Czernowitz 
records: 
http://microtarget.com/czernowitz/Cz
ernowitzBMDindex.htm 
 
Here you will be able to search BMD 
records since 1850 till 1942. 
The project is about 80% complete 
and a new update will be done soon. 
 
Another source for Czernowitz 
records 
is http://czernowitz.ehpes.com/ 
and Edgar Hauster's 
blog http://czernowitz.blogspot.co.il/ 

 

Jewish Genealogical Society 
of Oregon (JGSO) 

JGSOregon@gmail.com 
 

Membership is open to all, 
regardless of religious background or 
level of experience. Members range 
from those just starting in genealogy 

to long-time family researchers. 
Membership is for the calendar year. 
 

Send checks to: 
 

Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Oregon 

PO Box 19736 
Portland, Oregon 97280 

 
Yearly dues 

$23 for individuals 
$30 for family 
$10 student 

 
Membership benefits include a free 
copy of Getting Started in Jewish 

Genealogy: A Handbook for Beginners 
Quarterly newsletter Shalshelet 

Meeting notices 
Monthly meetings Sept-June. 

Access to JGSO reference library 
with checkout privileges. 

 
JGSO BOARD 

 
Barbara Hershey, President  
Golda Edwards, 1

st 
 VP 

Mike Titelbaum, Treasurer 
Golda Edwards, Publicity  
Barbara Hershey, Programs  
Ron Doctor, Membership 
 

 
 

http://www.yivoencyclopedia.org/article.aspx/Military_Service_in_Russia
http://www.yivoencyclopedia.org/article.aspx/Military_Service_in_Russia
http://microtarget.com/czernowitz/CzernowitzBMDindex.htm
http://microtarget.com/czernowitz/CzernowitzBMDindex.htm
http://czernowitz.ehpes.com/
http://czernowitz.blogspot.co.il/
mailto:JGSOregon@gmail.com

