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Spring 2014                      Volume 24 

THE INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE ON JEWISH 

GENEALOGY WILL BE IN SALT 
LAKE CITY 

BE THERE NEAR TEMPLE SQUARE          
JULY 27- AUGUST 1, 2014 

While shining a light on World War I, this conference will have something for 
everyone. Lectures, share fair, birds-of-a-feather meetings, Special Interest 
Group (SIG) meetings, computer facilities, vendors, meeting people who might 
turn out to be your cousins -- all in close proximity to the mother of all genealogy 
resources – the Family History Library. 
 
In addition to World War I, the conference will have a special focus on 
the topics of technology in pursuit of genealogy; Jewish migration; 
ethical genealogy challenges; and Jews and Crypto Jews of the 
Western US. There will be speakers on multiple other subjects as 
well.  The registration fee before May 1, 2014 is $295.00. The 
price goes up after that date. 

The conference will be held at the Hilton Salt Lake City Center and special room 
rates are available for conference attendees. Standard rooms with one king or 
two queen beds are $149.00 per night plus taxes for one or two guests. The rate 
for triples is $164.00 and for quads is $179.00.  All rooms reserved under the 
conference rates will have complementary Internet access. There are some ADA 
compliant guest rooms available.  

Information about the conference is being updated frequently. For more 
information check out the main conference website at 
http://conference.iajgs.org/2014/ 

http://conference.iajgs.org/2014/
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MY ADVENTURE IN GENEALOGY                                                      

by George Sidline 
 

My interest in genealogy started when we unexpectedly discovered a cousin.  My 

family was not aware of any known relatives.  The name Sidline was unusual and 

we had never encountered anybody other than my father, Boris, with that name.  

Actually,  it’s  a  contrived  name.  Originally  in  Cyrillic  it  was  spelled  Sidlin (Сидлин).  

My  father’s  family  lived  in  Latvia  and  were  Russophones.    His  name  when  

transliterated into the Roman alphabet would have been Sidlin.  

 

In 1905, at the early age of 20 he moved to France, where in order to maintain 

some semblance of correct pronunciation  in  French,  he  added  the  “e”,  a  common  

practice  among  Russians  living  in  France  that  had  the  “in”  ending  in  their  name.  

Several years later he moved to Japan and married a Russian Jewish girl from 

Lithuania.  He maintained the spelling of his name that he adopted in France.  In 

the 30s, my brother and I came along and thus began the Sidline (with an e) 

clan.  The Sidlin family continued living in Japan during the Second World War.   

 

When the war ended my brother, Alex, went to work for the 

occupying American forces where he met a soldier from 

Baltimore, Maryland, who told him that he knew a family 

that  had  a  similar  last  name  but  without  the  “e”.    The  

father’s  name  was  Leo  Sidlin.  “But,”  the  soldier  added,  “he  

had changed his name when he came to the  U.S.”  That  

piece of information stuck with Alex who managed to get 

Leo  Sidlin’s  address from the soldier. 

 

 
    Boris Sidline 
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In the 50s, the family left Japan and moved to Montreal, Canada.  One evening, 

sitting around the dinner table, Alex raised the topic of the Sidlin family with the 

changed  name  in  Baltimore.  “We  could  write  them  a  letter  and  find  out  if  there’s  

any  connection,”  Alex  suggested.  “That’s  a  waste  of  time,”  father  said.    “What’s  

the point of writing them?  After all, their name is different.”  “We  could  still  try,”  

Alex  countered.    “I’ll  construct  a  family  tree  and  send  it  off  to  them.”   With  father’s  

help,  Alex  drew  up  a  family  tree  based  on  father’s  memory  of  who  his  parents  

and siblings were.  Among the details Alex mentioned in the letter, he wrote that 

one of the uncles was a watchmaker.   He mailed the letter the following day. 

 

Anxiously, we awaited a response.  Two weeks, three weeks, four weeks---no 

mail.  “See?”  father  said.    “Nothing.”  We  still  waited.    There  was  nothing  else to 

do.  Then one day, about a week later we received a letter with a Baltimore 

postmark.    “Open  it.”  I  shouted  as  we  all  crowded  around  Alex.  “What  does  it  

say?”  It  contained  the  same  family  tree  but  with  gaps  filled  in  and additions made 

that included Leo’s  current  family.    Based  on  the  commonality  of  the  two  family  

trees it looked like we were related.  But what about the name change? We had 

the same family name.  The explanation came that Leo had changed his first 

name upon arrival in the US.--from Lazar to Leo to make it sound more 

American.  Sidlin remained Sidlin--unchanged.  Obviously there was no need to 

stick  an  “e”  at  the  end.    And  what  about  our  relationship?      Upon  examining  both  

family  trees  it  became  apparent  that  Leo’s  grandfather  and  my  grandfather were 

brothers.  In other words, Leo and I had a common great-grandfather making 

Alex and me second cousins to Leo and his siblings. 

 

Later on, after we met the Sidlins face to face, Leo told us about the ruckus our 

original letter and family tree had caused in their household.  Was it a scam?  

Who are these people in Canada?  Should we trust them? On the other hand 

only a relative would know the details that came with the letter. Eventually they 

decided to reply.   
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It must be remembered that all of this transpired before the existence of personal 

computers, Internet, wireless networks and digitized text and images; before 

genealogical search engines such as Ancestry.com, Jewishgen.org and online 

access to the Mormon ancestral database and accessibility to Yad Vashem. 

After several years in America, Leo married Eva and had three children:  

Madeleine,  Murry  and  Anita.    We  maintain  contact  with  them.    If  it  hadn’t  been  for  

an  off  handed  remark  by  a  soldier  in  Japan  in  1946,  we  wouldn’t  have  known  our  

cousins. 

 

Success in finding unknown living relatives encouraged further searches.  First 

source was the telephone book.  Whenever a new book was delivered we 

pounced on it to check our own listings and to see if new Sidlins popped up.  The 

result was inevitably the same:  three listings in alphabetical order—Alex, Boris 

and me.  Imagine our reaction when one issue had a Montreal listing for Sidline.  

I called them to find out who they were.  Alex had already called them.  The 

receptionist who answered the call patiently explained in her French Canadian 

accent that there was no one by that name at their establishment.  The name 

was made up by combining the first few letters of the names of the two partners 

who owned the company.  Disappointed, I thanked her and hung up the phone.   

Whenever we went on a trip, the first thing we did upon checking into our hotel 

room, was to pull out the local phone book from the night stand.  As usual the 

Gideon bible was there next to which lay the phone book.  In all the years of 

travelling, and there were many, we never came across a listing for Sidlin or 

Sidline. 

 

That all changed with the advent of the Internet.  It was no longer necessary to 

search phone books, though out of habit we still peruse phone books whenever 

we come  across  one  we  hadn’t  seen  before.     

 

Still, from time to time, I Google my family name.  As a rule I either get nothing or 

repetition  of  the  same  site  I’ve  seen  before.    But  rules  get  broken.    I  recently  
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entered  my  father’s  name,  Boris  Sidline,  and  got  a pointer to the British Library.  

What business could my father have had with the British Library? I asked myself.  

So I sent a query to the British Library referencing the file number.  I got a 

response that the file contained applications for a transit visa to India on the trip 

to Yokohama, Japan.  The application was delivered to the British consulate in 

Paris.   The important part of the application is that it confirmed that my father 

was born in Kreutzberg, Latvia, and that he served in the Russian army. It also 

gave his address in Paris and the name of his business was Sidline Importing.  

He was bringing seven kerosene lamps to India.  It seemed very strange to me 

that anyone would take a trip to India to bring a small delivery.  It smacked of 

something nefarious.  The Indian authorities must have suspected something as 

well.  The application was denied—twice, one year apart.  

 

I requested a copy of the file from the British Library, who after some diddling 

back and forth, sent me a copy for a fee of $50.  It arrived a week later.  A 

pleasant surprise was his picture attached to the application. In this picture, he 

looked  much  younger  than  on  any  photo  I’ve  seen  before.    The  picture  was  taken  

years before he met my mother. 

 

I relate the above story to illustrate  that  in  today’s  technical  world,  changes  occur  

constantly.    So  if  you  did  a  search  on  established  data  bases  today,  it  doesn’t  

mean  that  there  won’t  be  any  additions  and  corrections  tomorrow.    There  are  

researchers who might be researching the same person you are looking for 

yourself.   These researchers could be uploading additional information adding 

another piece to the puzzle. 

 

As I got further into my genealogical research, the question arose as to the origin 

of our name.  Jews as a rule did not have formal surnames.  People living in 

Jewish communities or shtetls relied primarily on patronymics—bar, meaning son 

of and bat, meaning daughter of.  However, by the late 18th and early 19th 

centuries, ruling powers such as Catherine the Great of Russia started imposing 
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laws requiring that everyone adopt a surname.  Jews, primarily Ashkenazi, 

picked out names reflecting localities, trades, wealth, and so on.  Our name, 

Sidlin, did not reflect any such apparent sources.   However, I developed a 

theory, which has been somewhat substantiated. 

 

My father told us that his origins had their roots in Alsace-Lorraine.  In late 18th 

century there was a large migration of Alsatians into the Baltic states.  

Immigrants to Russia would Russify their names, as for example, the famous 

Russian poet Lermontov whose ancestor transformed the Scottish name 

Learmonth.  Among the immigrants were people with surnames that ended in –

inger, such as Kissinger, Basinger, Sidlinger, Bullinger and Penkinger.  Dropping 

the ger produced famous names such as Kissin, Basin, Sidlin, Bullin and Penkin, 

all very Russian sounding. Other roots as found in a compendium of Jewish 

names bear no resemblance to Sidlin. 

 

Another bend in the road is the variation of spelling of the name, one such 

variation  evident  here  resulting  in  the  final  “e”  being  added  to  our  name.    We  

have found other variations where the name is spelled Sindlin and possibly 

Seidlin.  In such cases one has to rely on other clues, such as dates of birth, 

names of towns, names of family members and other variables which coincide.  

Variations of spelling often occur when converting from one alphabet to another, 

rules of pronunciation, name changes upon immigration, multiple marriages and 

so forth. 

 

Genealogy can be great fun, but can occupy a lot of time and energy.  So where 

does one start?  There are no hard and fast rules, but there are common sense 

approaches. Here’s  a  list. 

1. Interview close relatives like parents, uncles and aunts while  they’re  still  

alive and their memory clear.    How  many  times  have  I  heard,  “If  only  I  had  

interviewed my dad before he passed away.” 
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2. Look for records such as passports, birth certificates, marriage certificates 

(ketubahs), divorce decrees (gets), citizenship certificates, etc.  Also 

obituaries, correspondence, photographs, particularly those with dates, 

names and locations signed on the back. 

3. Photographs of tombstones. 

4. Search the Internet (repeatedly). 

5. Make use of available databases such as JewishGen.org and 

Ancestry.com. 

6. Take a course in genealogy.  They can be found on line or at a community 

college. 

7. Join a local genealogy organization that fits your needs.  There may be 

more than one. 

8. Finally, have fun. 

 
UPDATE ON GOOGLE BOOKS                                                                                                                  

From a Post on IAJGS digest 
 

Since 2005, Google has been in litigation with the Authors Guild about whether 
Google violated copyright by digitally copying millions of books for its free, online 
library without permission. Recently, Google won dismissal of the lawsuit, 
although the Authors Guild plans to appeal that dismissal.  .  
 
Google’s  position  is  that  its  scanning  of  more  than  20  million  books,  and  making  
"snippets" of text available online, constituted "fair use" under U.S. copyright law, 
and  that  it  doesn’t  harm  authors  or  inventors  of  original  works.   
 
Google scanned Books is an excellent source for genealogical research since a 
number of genealogically-relevant books are out of print but available through 
Google books. Searches may be done by words and phases. Books that have 
been out of copyright are available in their entirety while books that are still under 
copyright have been scanned and available with only snippets. To use Google 
books go to: http://books.google.com/ 
 

http://books.google.com/
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Quick bytes 

 
 
HUNGARIAN FORCED 
LABOR BATTALIONS                                                                                                     
posted on HSIG by Vivian Kahn 
 
Yad Vashem has announced 
publication of Robert Rozett's book 
on the Hungarian labor battalions: 
Conscripted Slaves: Hungarian 
Jewish Forced Laborers on the 
Eastern Front during the Second 
World War. 
 
The book is published on the 70th 
anniversary of the Nazi occupation of 
Hungary on March 19, 1944, after 
which most of the Jewish 
community was subjected to 
incarceration in ghettos and 
deportation, almost exclusively to 
Auschwitz-Birkenau. Later in the 
year scores of thousands more were 
deported toward Austria, imprisoned 
in the Budapest Ghettos or murdered 
by the banks of the Danube. Only a 
very few survived these ordeals.  
 
The most blatant setting for this 
earlier, often murderous 
discrimination was in the companies 
of the Hungarian Jewish forced 
laborers who were sent to the 
Eastern Front with the Hungarian 
Second Army from the spring of 
1942 onward. Some 45,000 Jewish 

men were sent to the front, and four 
out of five never returned.  
 
Rozett's book tells the story of these 
modern-day slaves - a story that is 
integral to understanding the 
destruction of Hungarian Jewry in 
the Holocaust. To read excerpts go 
to http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/n
ewsletters/new_theme/images/The-
Military-Framework-excerpt2.pdf 
The book may be purchased online 
through the Yad Vashem store. 
 
 
GENEALOGY PAGES ON 
FACEBOOK                                                                                  
posted on JewishGen 
 
Katherine R. Willson has compiled 
3700+ links to genealogy pages on 
Facebook. The list is organized by 
US states and several countries. 
More than 60 of the pages include 
the term "Jewish". 
 
For a free download of the 
"Genealogy Links on Facebook" PDF 
file , go 
to: http://socialmediagenealogy.com/
genealogy-on-facebook-list/ 
 
VIEWING GUIDE TO POLISH 
ARCHIVES DIGITAL IMAGES                                             
posted on JewishGen 
 
A quick guide to using JRI-
Poland results and the Polish 
Archives web digitized image web 
site. This new guide, "Viewing 
Original Documents Posted on the 
Polish State Archives Web Site", has 
been added to the JRI-PL Additional 
Resources and Help Tips  
page: http://jri-poland.org/jripltip.htm.  
 

http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/newsletters/new_theme/images/The-Military-Framework-excerpt2.pdf
http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/newsletters/new_theme/images/The-Military-Framework-excerpt2.pdf
http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/newsletters/new_theme/images/The-Military-Framework-excerpt2.pdf
http://socialmediagenealogy.com/genealogy-on-facebook-list/
http://socialmediagenealogy.com/genealogy-on-facebook-list/
http://jri-poland.org/jripltip.htm
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NEW YORK PHILHARMONIC                                                                                             
From a post on JewishGen 
 
The New York Philharmonic 
Orchestra, the oldest symphony 
orchestra in the United States, has 
put online their entire historic archive 
going back to 1842. The archive has 
millions of pages of material on 
every aspect of the orchestra, 
including some 16,000 photographs 
of musicians who played for the 
orchestra over the years.  
 
If you had an ancestor who was a 
professional musician, you might find 
a reference in this collection 
Eventually there will be 6 million 
pages of documents and 7,000 
hours of audio and video, they are 
adding 1.4 million documents. To 
search the archives go to: 
 http://archives.nyphil.org/ 
To read more about the collection 
see: http://tinyurl.com/kro8hcw 
 

 
 
 
NEW FHL PROCEDURE FOR 
ORDERING COPIES 

The procedure for ordering copies of 
records from the Family History 
Library in Salt Lake City, Utah has 
changed. 

All requests for information copied 
from films, book pages, CDs, 
marriage, death or birth certificates, 
wills and/or deeds, etc. will be copied 
in digital format and emailed to 
patrons in a zipped PDF or JPG file 
format. There is no charge for this 
service if an email address is 
provided by the patron. NOTE: 
Requests are limited to 5 image 
shots per month. 

If a patron does not have an email 
address, the information may be sent 
to the patron via the US Postal 
Service or emailed to his/her local 
Family History Library Center.  
However, the FHL would like to rely 
on email as much as possible. 

Patrons should request copies 
by submitting their request 
here: Photoduplication Request 
Form.  All requests MUST include 
the following information: 

 Film or Fiche number 
 Item number 
 Name of Individual(s) referred  
 to in the record 
 Title of the record 
 Name of parents, spouse,  
 grantor, grantee, etc. 
 Event type (Birth, Death or  
 Marriage) 
 Complete event date and  
 place 
 Event place (county, parish, 
 township, etc.) 
 Volume or page number 
 Registration or Certificate 
 Number 
 Any other information that will  
 help to locate the requested  
 record. 

http://archives.nyphil.org/
http://tinyurl.com/kro8hcw
https://lds.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_9tdS7lqbTCW30kR
https://lds.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_9tdS7lqbTCW30kR
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PHILADELPHIA AND NEW 
YORK NEWSPAPERS                                                              
posted on JewishGen 
 
If you are searching ancestors in 
New York and  Philadelphia, PA, 
check out www.fultonhistory.com, a 
free site of old digitzed (mostly NY) 
newspapers which now includes the 
Philadelphia Inquirer. The years 
covered include the 1920s and 
1930s. More newspaper databases 
are being added to the site regularly. 
 
Index and Images of Hessen 
Jewish Records Now Online                          
From Nu?  What’s  New? 
 
An index to more than 31,500 Jewish 
records from northern and eastern 
Hessen, Germany are now on the 
JewishGen German-Sig website 
at http://www.jewishgen.org/databas
es/Germany. Search results provide 
links to the actual documents located 
at the Hessen State Archives site. 
The records represent 45% of those 
available. An estimated 34,500 more 
are still to be done by volunteers. 
 
The database is a surname and town 
index of 19th- and 20th-century 
Jewish vital records from Hessen. 
The  “Gatermann”  microfilms are the 
only remaining source of a large 
collection of German Jewish vital 
records and related documents. 
These items were collected by the 
German government during World 
War II. They were microfilmed in the 
last months of the war by Gatermann 
& Co. The original documents were 
destroyed shortly after the end of the 
war. In 2013 the Hessian State 
Archives put most of their collection 
of Gatermann films online. Additional 

information about the records is 
at http://www.jewishgen.org/databas
es/Germany/Gatermann.htm  
 
Leo Baeck Institute Launches 
Online Catalog for Romanian 
Archives Records                             
From  Nu?  What’s  New? 
 
Leo Baeck Institute has placed 
online records in Romanian archives 
that relate to German-speaking 
Jewish communities in Southern 
Bukovina and Southern 
Transylvania. The database, which 
includes digital images of records, is 
located at http:// jbat.lbi.org. It 
describes the location and content of 
about 600 archival items related to 
Jewish life, which are housed in 
various institutions throughout the 
region. 
 
Currently the database includes 10 
cities in southern Bukovina 
(Burdujeni, Chernivtsi, Campulung 
Moldovenesc, Gura Homorului, 
Itcani, Radauti, Siret, Solca, 
Suceava, and Vatara Dornei) plus 
Medias and Sibiu in southern 
Transylvania. Among the archival 
materials now brought to light are 
Jewish community records such as 
birth, death, and marriage registers; 
civil records of local police 
departments and schools; and the 
papers of various organizations and 
businesses. A small portion of the 
documents has been digitized and 
can be accessed directly through the 
new catalogue. 
 
The announcement is 
at http://www.lbi.org/2014/01/lbi-
launches-online-catalog-for-
longhidden-romanian-archives/.  

http://www.fultonhistory.com/
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Germany
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Germany
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Germany/Gatermann.htm
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Germany/Gatermann.htm
about:blank
http://www.lbi.org/2014/01/lbi-launches-online-catalog-for-longhidden-romanian-archives/
http://www.lbi.org/2014/01/lbi-launches-online-catalog-for-longhidden-romanian-archives/
http://www.lbi.org/2014/01/lbi-launches-online-catalog-for-longhidden-romanian-archives/
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SSDI Now Has a Three-Year 
Privacy Restriction                            
Abstracted from  Nu?  What’s  New?  
 
The recently passed U.S. Federal 
Budget includes a restriction to 
public access of information in the 
Social Security Death Index.  Data is 
not available for a three-year period 
starting with an individual's date of 
death.  This regulation should 
include people who died in the past 
three years that were part of the 
SSDI prior to the passing of the 
budget. No online site has indicated 
a plan to remove these persons from 
their database.   
 
Additional information is 
at http://tinyurl.com/DMFReuters.
  
GOOGLE NEWS ARCHIVE 
 
Google News is often overlooked as 
a resource because the main Google 
news page's search defaults to only 
showing results for the past 30 days. 
The archive actually goes back far 
beyond the 30 days.  At Google's 
main page, click on the link for 
"News" under the "More" dropdown 
menu. 

This is a direct link to the archives 
(which searches a few hundred 
years). To reach the archive from the 
default 30-day search, you must: 

1. First perform your search; 
2. Then click on "advanced 

search" at the bottom of the 
page"; 

3. Then, in the box that appears 
under "Date added to Google 
News:" select "in archive". 

 
Jewish Genealogical Society 

of Oregon (JGSO) 
JGSOregon@gmail.com 

 
Membership is open to all, 

regardless of religious background or 
level of experience. Members range 
from those just starting in genealogy 

to long-time family researchers. 
Membership is for the calendar year. 
 

Send checks to: 
 

Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Oregon 

PO Box 19736 
Portland, Oregon 97280 

 
Yearly dues 

$23 for individuals 
$30 for family 
$10 student 

 
Membership benefits include a free 
copy of Getting Started in Jewish 

Genealogy: A Handbook for Beginners 
Quarterly newsletter Shalshelet 

Meeting notices 
Monthly meetings Sept-June. 

Access to JGSO reference library 
with checkout privileges. 

 
JGSO BOARD 

 
Barbara Hershey, President  
Golda Edwards, 1st  VP 
Mike Titelbaum, Treasurer 
Debbi Korman, Secretary 
Golda Edwards, Publicity  
Barbara Hershey, Programs  
Debbi Korman, Newsletter 
Ron Doctor, Membership 
 
 
 

http://tinyurl.com/DMFReuters
http://news.google.com/news/advanced_news_search?as_drrb=a
mailto:JGSOregon@gmail.com

