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JEWISHGEN: AN AWESOME SEARCH ENGINE                                   
 

By Debbi Korman 
 

As a follow up to JGSO’s November program about the features of JewishGen 
and how to use them, here is part one of a summary highlighting some of the 
best tools offered by JewishGen. I have been a user of JewishGen in all of its 
past incarnations, starting with its earliest days as a ―bulletin board‖ run out of 
Texas. It has evolved into the number one, go-to, resource for genealogists 
researching their Jewish heritage. 
 
First, you need to get a JewishGen account. It is free. Go to www.jewishgen.org, 
and under the log in box is a link to registering. Sign up and sign in!! 
 
JewishGen does not charge for the use of the site, but it does ask for donations 
to keep those servers humming and the data flowing in. Please do not be a 
freeloader - make a donation to JewishGen. You will be rewarded with new 
discoveries for every penny you contribute. 
 
HOME PAGE 
 
At the top of the home page are boxes with drop down menus. These menus 
guide you to the first levels of research, but do not list the entire contents each 
section.  The menus are About Us, Get Started, Databases, Research and 
Donate. 
 
GET STARTED drop down menu 
 
Get Started means what it says. There are sections called First Timers, FAQ, 
InfoFiles, Tools, and OnLine Genealogy Classes. When you click on First Timers, 
you get some basic information and links to 5 minute webcast videos on how to 
navigate JewishGen and how to use some of its most popular features such as 
the Family Finder, JRI-Poland index, Family Tree of the Jewish People, and the 
discussion groups. 
 

http://www.jewishgen.org/
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The FAQ (frequently asked questions) section has a great deal of general 
information on specific topics.  For example, if you click on Jewish Names, you 
will get an overview of Jewish onomastics – how names are derived from 
patronymics, matronymics, toponyms (locations), occupations, and personal 
characteristics.   
 
Under Finding Your Ancestral Town, there are suggestions relating to documents 
where the name of your ancestor’s ancestral town might be reflected. The 
section on LDS (Mormon) Family History Centers explains the types of holdings 
that the Center has for Jewish records, and how to access those holdings.  I 
suggest that you take a look at each section under FAQ . 
 
The InfoFiles section has two main categories, Topics (like Social Security 
records or Naturalization records) and Countries (meaning individual nations) . 
Clicking on a topic or a country takes you to links to JewishGen sites on that 
subject. For example, if you select Ukraine, you will see options including Kehila-
Links Ukraine – JewishGen web pages about specific towns in Ukraine, and the 
L’viv Research Group.  Under the topic Miscellaneous, there are articles about 
copyright and understanding the Jewish calendar.  A good way to understand 
what JewishGen has to offer relating to your country of origin is to explore all of 
the links under your country.  
 
Under Tools, there are websites to help you convert your calendar date to a 
Jewish calendar date, to calculate the distance between two towns, and to 
explain how to use soundex systems.  
 
DATABASES drop down menu 
 
On this drop down menu you will find four of JewishGen’s most valuable 
databases – the Family Finder, Town Finder, Holocaust database and Cemetery 
database (JOWBR). You will also find the entire list of databases, mostly 
arranged by region.  
 
Family Finder 
 
The Family Finder was built by individual researchers submitting the names that 
they were researching with the towns from where the ancestors with those 
surnames came. Any researcher may submit his/her names to the Family Finder 
and I encourage you to do so. 
 
For example, one of my surnames is Lefkowitz and my Lefkowitzes came from 
Ungvar (now Uzhgorod). I can enter Lefkowitz in the search box and look for it by 
exact spelling, sounds like, starts with, or contains. My search using ―contains‖   
brings up a list of Lefkowitz name submitters and their contact information. The 
towns are also shown, so I am able to identify the submitters who have a 
connection to Ungvar. So, if I find another researcher who is looking for Lefkowitz 
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from Ungvar, I can send an email to that researcher, through JewishGen, to see 
if we have a connection.  
 
Similarly, you can search Family Finder by town. So, if I put Uzhgorod in the 
search box, I will get a list of all surnames from that town along with the 
researchers’ contact information.  
 
Town Finder 
 
The Town Finder (aka JewishGen Communities database) helps you identify the 
correct name of your town and locate your town on the map. Say, for example, 
you a found a notation a ship manifest that your town of origin was Ratchointz, a 
town somewhere in Poland. By putting Ratchointz in to the town finder search 
box, I got a list of 5 towns, only one of which was in Poland. That town was 
Raciaz, near Warsaw. The town finder resolved the issue of converting the name 
on the manifest, which was spelled phonetically, into the actual town name.  
 
But that’s not all of the information that is available about Raciaz. I get the 
latitude & longitude; the name of that town before WWI, between the wars, and 
after 1950; the Jewish population in that town in 1900; and a direct link to the 
Family Finder entries about the town. With a click on the little triangle next to the 
town name, I am linked to a map and a list of nearby towns with distances from 
Raciaz to those towns.  
 
List of databases 
 
When you select the full list of databases from the drop down menu, you get links 
to all of the JewishGen databases. These databases come from various sources, 
but mostly from the hard work of volunteers who have translated, indexed, and 
compiled records and submitted them to JewishGen. Some of your donation 
dollars are directed at supporting these volunteer projects.  
 
The variety and scope of the various databases is amazing. For example, the 
Hungarian SIG and the Ukraine SIG have each compiled databases containing 
indexes of well over a million records. The records might include vital records, 
census records, lists from newspapers, immigration lists, and tax lists. Special 
Interest Groups may have additional databases (a topic for the next installment of 
this article). 
 
Countries with available records databases include the USA, Belarus, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland, Germany, Hungary, Romania, Ukraine, United Kingdom, and 
Scandinavia. Searching all of these databases is done by putting surnames into 
the search boxes. I encourage you to try out lots of databases. 
 
[This series will continue in the next issue – Ed.] 
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DISCOVERING MY ENGLISH 
COUSINS                                                                                                                             
by Marsha Gilbert 
 
 
When I was a junior in high school my late 
father, Ross Cohen, handed me letters that he 

had saved from his father, Isador Cohen. I read the letters and found them to 
be from a lady in England who claimed she was my father's first cousin. I asked 
my Dad and he had no clue, as his father never shared anything with his 
children. The name of my father's cousin was Hetty Cohen Polakoff of 
Bournemoth, England.  
 
There was a family in Portland at the time whose mother was from England. I 
made the call to Mrs. Kleinman, the daughter -in -law of Rabbi Kleinman of 
Portland. I told her who I was looking for, asking when she went to England again 
would she try to find my cousin. Well, it took about 3 seconds, because Mrs. 
Kleinman told me her cousin Herman Polakoff was married to my cousin Hetty 
Cohen. It should only be this easy!  
 
My father and I traveled to England to visit with Hetty and gain as much 
information as possible. She told us about her Uncles, names only, about other 
living cousins in England. On our return to London, we went to meet these newly 
found relatives. 
 
I put all that was told to me away for future use.   Although I had no clue at that 
time, my journey into the world of genealogy had begun.  As my curiosity has 
continued throughout the years, I decided to make a living history about what I 
learned. 
 
In Leeds, England there is a newspaper that prints requests for people looking 
for lost relatives. I sent an email to Mike Cohen of The Jewish Telegraph asking 
for anyone who knew of the people I was looking for to please contact me. I 
received 4 responses from people who were shoestring relatives. People who 
were friends with cousins of mine gave my information to them. It was exciting to 
find all these people who were related to my Cohen clan.  
  
One family member who lives in Melbourne, Australia saw my article and was so 
helpful. When he visited Leeds, he even went to the cemeteries and took pictures 
of my relatives’ tombstones. He even found information about those who passed 
and forwarded  the obituaries to me. All this information came because of just 
one article looking for my Cohen family in England.     
 
Who would have thought!! 



 5 

Quick bytes 

 

IRISH NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
From a Post on JewishGen 
 
The National Archives of Ireland has 
a free, new, genealogy website with 
databases that include census 
records for 1901 and 1911.  The 
website is: 
http://www.nationalarcives.ie/2012/1
1/new-national-archives-genealogy-
website/ 

 

NY WORLD WAR II SOLDIER 
DATA  AVAILABLE ONLINE                                     
from Eastman Online Genealogy 
Newsletter 

 
When 28,969 New York National 
Guard soldiers mobilized in the fall of 
1940 as the United States prepared 
for war, clerks filled out six-by-four 
inch cards on each individual. Now, 
thanks to a team of 15 volunteers, 
those records — listing names, serial 
number, home and unit, and later 
annotated with hand-written notes on 
whether or not the soldier was killed 
or wounded — are available online 
from the New York State Military 
Museum. Volunteers spent a year 
keying the information on the cards 
into Microsoft Excel spreadsheets. 
Information available includes date, 
city, state and country of birth; ID 

number; hometown, unit; rank; as 
well as enlistment and separation 
dates. The data can be searched at 
http://dmna.ny.gov/historic 
 
KRAKOW PROJECT ON 
GENI.COM 
From a post on the Galicia SIG 
 
Krakow researchers have started a 
project for Krakow on Geni.com, 
seeking to connect up all of the 
Jewish families from Krakow to the 
Big Tree. See  
http://www.geni.com/projects/Jewish-
Families-of-Krakow-Poland/12917 
 
VIENNA CITY DIRECTORIES 
Posted on Austria-Czech SIG 
 
The Vienna Library has digitized and 
put online for free city directories 
for Vienna, Austria from 1859 to 
1942. Click on the title and 
then click on the year(s) you want. 
http://www.digital.wienbibliothek.at/n
av/classification/2609 

 
 
SZATMAR/SATU MARE 
CEMETERY DATABASE 
From a post on JewishGen 

A cemetery database for burials at 
Orthodox and Status Quo 
cemeteries in Szatmar/Satu Mare is 
on line 
at http://szatmar.us/db/index.html 

 
********************************** 

TIME TO RENEW YOUR 
JGSO MEMBERSHIP!! 

Form at page 10 
*********************************** 

http://www.nationalarcives.ie/2012/11/new-national-archives-genealogy-website/
http://www.nationalarcives.ie/2012/11/new-national-archives-genealogy-website/
http://www.nationalarcives.ie/2012/11/new-national-archives-genealogy-website/
http://dmna.ny.gov/historic
http://www.geni.com/projects/Jewish-Families-of-Krakow-Poland/12917
http://www.geni.com/projects/Jewish-Families-of-Krakow-Poland/12917
http://www.digital.wienbibliothek.at/nav/classification/2609
http://www.digital.wienbibliothek.at/nav/classification/2609
http://szatmar.us/db/index.html
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CHICAGO HOMICIDES 1870-
1930 

From a post on JewishGen 
 
A searchable database of homicides 
in Chicago, Illinois, 1870-1930, 
appears on the website of the 
Chicago Historical Homicide Project. 
 
That project began "with the 
discovery of the availability of a rich 
log of more than 11,000 homicides 
maintained consistently and without 
interruption by the Chicago Police 
Department over the course of 60 
years, from 1870 to 1930."  The 
website was created by faculty, staff, 
and students at Northwestern 
University and launched in 2004. 
 
The database is searchable by the 
name and/or age of the victim or 
defendant, date of offense, 
circumstances of the homicide, trial 
outcome, and many more variables. 
The database is also available for 
download. 
 
On the site, the word "homicide" 
refers to any killing of a human 
being and the database includes 
many deaths that weren't murders. 
Some 
of the circumstances listed in the 
search engine: auto accident, 
abortion, suicide, accidental 

poisoning. 
 
In addition to the database, the 
Homicide Project website features 
extensive information on the 
historical and legal context  in which 
the homicides occurred, a list of 
related sites, descriptions of 
"crimes of the century" (including the 
Leopold and Loeb trial), and 
more. 
 
Read more about the project at 
http://homicide.northwestern.edu/abo
ut/. 
Search at 
http://homicide.northwestern.edu/dat
abase/ 
 

 
. 
LEO BAECK INSTITUTE 
LAUNCHES ITS DigiBaeck 
SYSTEM                                                                         
From Nu? What’s New? 
 
Leo Baeck Institute has launched its 
DigiBaeck System located at 
http://www.lbi.org/digibaeck. It is a 
digital version of its collections that 
includes 3.5 million pages of material 
ranging from items on luminaries 
such as Albert Einstein and Moses 
Mendelssohn to letters, diaries, 
recipes, and other ephemera 
chronicling the lives of everyday 

http://homicide.northwestern.edu/about/
http://homicide.northwestern.edu/about/
http://homicide.northwestern.edu/database/
http://homicide.northwestern.edu/database/
http://www.lbi.org/digibaeck
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German-speaking Jews for more 
than five centuries. 
 
The system includes: 
   • Archival Materials. Nearly 75 
percent of the LBI archival 
collections, which include personal 
documents, correspondence, family 
and community histories, 
genealogical materials and business 
records. 
   • Photographs. LBI’s entire 
collection of over 25,000 
photographs has been digitized.  
   • Memoirs and Manuscripts. LBI’s 
entire collection of more than 2,000 
memoirs and manuscripts has been 
digitized. This includes the original 
manuscripts and typescripts for 
important works such as Joseph 
Roth's Radetzkymarsch as well as 
unpublished diaries and memoirs 
that document German-Jewish life 
from the 18th century to the present. 
   • Audio Recordings. In addition to 
rare recordings of Jewish liturgical 
music, DigiBaeck includes a growing 
collection of more than 250 oral 
history interviews with Austrian-
Jewish emigrés who fled to New 
York to escape the Nazis. These 
interviews are conducted by 
volunteers with support from the 
Austrian government. 
   • Art and Objects. 2,000 items from 
its art collection. 
   • Books and Periodicals. Most of 
the library’s collection has not been 
digitized due to copyright restrictions. 
Some unique and rare items are 
available. 
 
Leo Baeck Institute is a New York 
City-based research library devoted 
to the study of the history and culture 
of German-speaking Jewry. 

FOIA REQUESTS                                                                                                                                 
From a post on the IAJGS Digest 
 
The [USA] National Archives 
announced that it has joined other 
government in a new online 
Freedom of Information Act [FOIA] 
online system.  Go to: 
http://FOIAonline.Regulations.gov 
 
 It offers the public one place to 
submit FOIA requests, track their 
progress, communicate with the 
processing agency, search other 
requests, access previously released 
responsive documents and file 
appeals with participating agencies. 
While you can send requests to the 
participating agencies now, the data 
available in the system are initially 
minimal and variable by agency. The 
partner agencies will continue to 
enhance the system and they 
welcome other agencies’ 
participation.  To read the National 
Archives press release go to: 
http://tinyurl.com/98fzlge 
 

NY STATE CENSUSES ON ONE 
STEP SITE 
From a post on JewishGen 

Steve Morse has updated his One-
Step website with new tools for the 
New York censuses of 1915 and 
1925. 
 
The Name Search tool and the 
Viewer for the 1905 Census now 
search the 1915 and 1925 censuses 
as well. You can select year, county, 
AD, and ED and get results for all 
three years. The Name Search tool 
and the Viewer are now linked so it's 
easy to go from a search to the 

http://foiaonline.regulations.gov/
http://tinyurl.com/98fzlge
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images. This is an improvement over 
the interfaces provided by both 
familysearch.org, which has the 
images for 1905, and ancestry.com, 
which has the images for 1915 and 
1925. 
 
The Name Search tool for 1905 can 
be accessed at 
http://www.stevemorse.org/nyc/1905
search.html with a drop-down list 
that allows 1915 or 1925 to be 
selected. 
 
An Ancestry subscription is required 
to view the 1915 and 1925 images. 

ROMANIA/MOLDAVA RECORDS 
ON WORLD MEMORY PROJECT 
From a post on ROMSIG 
 
The USHMM has recently made 
available the personal portion of 
records for  
Romania and Moldova on their 
World Memory Project site.  There is 
information on places of birth, as well 
as of residence at the time, family 
members, occupation, education, etc 
. 
 
This database contains details 
extracted from questionnaires 
distributed by the World Jewish 
Congress in Romania, in the Spring, 
Summer and Fall of 1945. These 
questionnaires were 16 pages long.  
 
The majority of details included in 
this database come from a cover 
sheet associated  
with each questionnaire or packet of 
information about a family. 
The website is at: 
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db
.aspx?dbid=2425 

TIPS FOR USING DATABASES                                                                                          
From the Genealogy Detective blog 

•Don’t Depend on Soundex: It picks 
up alternate spellings but it is better 
to try variant spellings. Some 
databases use phonetics, which is 
extremely valuable for certain 
languages. 

•Search Surname Variants: This will 
pick up incorrect transcriptions.  

•Use Nicknames and Initials, also 
Hebrew names and names they may 
have used in the old country. 

•Consider Alternate Surnames: 
Some immigrants had double 
surnames when entering the country.  

•Try putting the last name in the first 
name field or vice versa. Or try using 
a first initial of the first name instead 
of the whole name.  

•Use Wildcard Search: Often an 
advanced search will allow a 
wildcard search that will pick up 
variant surnames (Smith, Smithe)  

•Combine Search Fields : If allowed, 
try searching using other information, 
like siblings, or the name of a parent. 

•Eliminate Search Criteria One Field 
at a Time: This will help in databases 
where different info is asked in 
different places. 

•Search for Family Members: Try 
searching for siblings, cousins and 
other relatives, often your relative is 
nearby. 

 

http://www.stevemorse.org/nyc/1905search.html
http://www.stevemorse.org/nyc/1905search.html
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2425
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2425
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1900, 1910 KRAKOW     
CENSUSES ONLINE                                                                           
from a post on JewishGen 
 
All of the 1910 census and part of 
the 1900 census are now available 
for Krakow. Handwritten name 
indices have been digitized by the 
Malopolska Digital Library and Polish 
State Archive in Krakow. For how to 
use the indices: 
http://tinyurl.com/d5ughn5 
For 1900: http://tinyurl.com/ch2rgzh 
For 1910: http://tinyurl.com/cfrvxcc 
 
 
SHOAH FOUNDATION PLACES 
MORE INFORMATION ABOUT 
SURVIVORS ON INTERNET                                                                                                                             
from a post on Nu? What’s New? 
 
The Shoah Foundation has placed 
on the Internet information about the 
tens of thousands of Holocaust 
survivors they have interviewed. This 
includes date/place of birth and 
names of people mentioned in the 
interview with relationship to 
interviewee. The names of people 
were extracted from the interview 
itself. Disclosed are names of 
spouses (inferring number of times 
married), parents, siblings, children, 
etc. Biographical information 
includes pre- and post-war religious 
identity. One woman listed her pre-
war religious identity as Jewish and 
post-war as atheist. Other data made 
public at the website are personal 
photographs provided by the 
Holocaust survivor at time of 
interview. 
 
Most of these interviews were made 
in the early or pre-Internet days. One 
survivor told me her motivation for 

giving the interview was that the 
Shoah Foundation, at that time, 
stated the purpose was to counter 
the claims of Holocaust deniers by 
getting personal testimony of what 
happened to the survivor and her 
family. She was well aware that her 
interview would be made available to 
the public at selected facilities 
throughout the world but was upset 
that now personal information about 
her life was being made available 
instantly to billions of people. She 
stated that she found it distasteful 
that she was told the purpose of the 
interview was to counter Holocaust 
deniers and now is being used for 
another purpose without her 
permission. Renee Steinig notes in a 
posting to the JewishGen Discussion 
Group: ―Using these new searches, I 
was able to identify two distant 
relatives whose connection to my 
family was not apparent from the old 
Testimony [Shoah Foundation] 
Catalogue.‖ 
 
The database can be found at 
http://vhaonline.usc.edu/Search.aspx
.  
JUDAICA EUROPEANA 
REVISITED                                                                                                
Abstracted from Nu? What’s New 
 
Judaica Europeana now boasts 
3,611,000 pages from books, 
newspapers and archives; 62,000 
photographs, postcards and 
museum objects; 23,000 sound files 
of music and oral history; and 2,000 
moving image files. Originally there 
were 10 partners in the project. Now 
there are 30. The site is worth 
browsing for good background 
information about various aspects of 
Jewish life in Europe. 

http://vhaonline.usc.edu/Search.aspx
http://vhaonline.usc.edu/Search.aspx
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2013 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

Name: _______________________  

Membership Category ___________________ 
  

(Through December 31, 2012: Individual, $21; Family, $28; Student 

$10) 

 

(Starting   January 1, 2013:   Individual, $23; Family, $30; Student, 

$10) 

 

Address: ___________________________________________ 

      ___________________________________________ 

Phone: (       ) _________________ Amount Enclosed:  

$__________ 

E-Mail: _______________________   

Renewal Date:  _____________________ 

 

Mail to: 

    JEWISH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF OREGON 
PO Box 19736 

Portland, Oregon 97280 
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CENTRAL ZIONIST ARCHIVES                                                                                            
posted on IAJGS leadership digest 

The Central Zionist Archives in 
Jerusalem has released its new   
website. I am sure you will find 
interesting information there. They   
have a special section called "Family 
Research" 

http://www.zionistarchives.org.il/en/a
bout-us/Pages/Default.aspx 

 

BIOGRAPHIES OF PEOPLE IN 
YIDDISH THEATRE                                                    
from Nu? What’s New? 

The online (Jewish) Museum of 
Family History, translated from 
Yiddish 1,800 of the 2,816 
biographies of people associated 
with the Yiddish theatre as found in 
the seven-volume Lexicon of the 
Yiddish Theatre published between 
1931 and 1969 (the seventh volume 
was never published).  

The biographies include not just 
actors and actresses, but 
playwrights, theatre reviewers, 
journalists, theatre managers, 
prompters, directors, et al. They can 
be found at 
http://www.museumoffamilyhistory.com/
yt/lex-biography.htm.   
 
[The Museum of Family History is an 
outstanding website and definitely 
worth a look. Browse the site at 
http://www.museumoffamilyhistory.com] 
 

 
 
 

Jewish Genealogical Society 
of Oregon (JGSO) 

JGSOregon@gmail.com 
 

Membership is open to all, 
regardless of religious background or 
level of experience. Members range 
from those just starting in genealogy 

to long-time family researchers. 
Membership is for the calendar year. 
 

Send checks to: 
 

Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Oregon 

PO Box 19736 
Portland, Oregon 97280 

 
Yearly dues 

$23 for individuals 
$30 for family 
$10 student 

 
Membership benefits include a free 
copy of Getting Started in Jewish 

Genealogy: A Handbook for Beginners 
Quarterly newsletter Shalshelet 

Meeting notices 
Monthly meetings Sept-June. 

Access to JGSO reference library 
with checkout privileges. 

 
JGSO BOARD 

 
Barbara Hershey, President  
Golda Edwards, 1

st 
 VP 

Joe Mayer, 2
nd

 VP 
Randi Markiz,  Treasurer 
Debbi Korman, Secretary 
Toby Blake, Membership  
Golda Edwards, Publicity  
Barbara Hershey, Programs  
Debbi Korman, Newsletter 
Ron Doctor, Member at Large 

 

 
 

http://www.zionistarchives.org.il/en/about-us/Pages/Default.aspx
http://www.zionistarchives.org.il/en/about-us/Pages/Default.aspx
http://www.museumoffamilyhistory.com/yt/lex-biography.htm
http://www.museumoffamilyhistory.com/yt/lex-biography.htm
http://www.museumoffamilyhistory.com/
JGSOregon@gmail.com
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From: 
Jewish Genealogical Society of 

Oregon 
PO Box 19736 

Portland, OR 97280 

 
 

           
 
 
TO: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Address correction requested 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


