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EXTRA -- EXTRA –  

GREAT NEWS FROM     

JRI-POLAND  
 

 

POLISH STATE ARCHIVES & JRI-POLAND SIGN 
AGREEMENT EXPANDING ACCESS TO RECORDS                                                
From a post on JRI-PL digest  

 

Stan Diamond, Executive Director of JRI-PL announced that the Polish State 
Archives (PSA) and Jewish Records Indexing-Poland (JRI-Poland) has entered 
into a new multi-year agreement that will expand access to Jewish records for 
thousands of family historians. 
 
The agreement will enable JRI-Poland to rapidly expand its current online 
database of indices to five million records. With the support of researchers from 
the hundreds of towns with records in the JRI-Poland database, indices to more 
than one million additional records are expected to become available within a 
year. 
 
The agreement reflects a resumption of cooperation between the PSA and JRI-
Poland, whose landmark agreement from 1997-2006 resulted in the indexing of 
more than four million records whose listings are searchable in the JRI-Poland 
database. 
 
JRI-Poland and the PSA will institute a new Order Processing System to vastly 
simplify the process of obtaining copies of archival records.  JRI-Poland will have 
the administrative responsibility for processing orders for records from branches 

of the Polish State Archives.  Researchers will be able to place orders by clicking 
on record index entries of interest in the JRI-Poland search results and paying by 
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credit card via the JRI-Poland website. 
 
The PSA also announced that they are beginning a massive effort to digitize all 
vital records in their more than 30 Regional Archives, and make them available 
for free on their National Digital Archives and Regional Archive websites. 
 
JRI-Poland will serve the research community and PSA by linking its search 
results to the PSA's digital images of the Jewish records.  The indices to Jewish 

records will form the bulk of all digital images linking on the PSA website. The 
Order Processing System will eventually be phased out as digitized records 
become available online. 

                                                        
 

KREMENETS & SURROUNDING AREA VITAL RECORDS ARE 
NOW SEARCHABLE ON JRI-PL WEBSITE                                                                       
from a post on JRI-PL digest 
 
After 12 years of work 16,925 birth, marriage, divorce and death records for 
Kremenets and several nearby towns are searchable on the JRI-Poland website. 
Go to http://www.jri-poland.org/ and click on "Search / Database" the left  
side of the page. Here is a list of the records that have been posted: 
 
  * Kremenets (from LDS microfilms): 
       10,824 Births: 1870-1886,1888-1906 
       320 Marriages:1899-1902 & 1904 
       15 Divorces: 1903 & 1904 
       5,736 Deaths: 1870-1878, 1880-1897, 1900-1902, and 1904-1907 
  * Belozerka (from Central Archives) 
       30 Births: 1905 
  * Katerinovka (from Central Archives) 
       763 Births: 1885, 1887-1895, 1900-1904, 1907-1911, 1913-1916, 
         1920, 1922-1931, 1937-1938 
  * Oleksinets (from Central Archives) 
       240 Births: 1878-1883, 1892, 1896-1898, 1900-1901, 1903-1904, 
         1906, 1910, 1913 
  * Velikiye Berezhtsy (from Central Archives) 
       299 Births: 1878-1887, 1889-1895, 1900-1901, 1904-1905, 
          1907-1908, 1912-1913 
  * Vyshgorodok (from Central Archives) 
       825 Births: 1878-1889. 1895-1900 
 
Don't forget to search the Kremenets One-Step Concordance. It is a  
master index to all the records that the Kremenets group has translated to date. It 
is available on the Kremenets KehilaLinks website at: 
http://kehilalinks.jewishgen.org/Kremenets/web-pages/master-surnames.html 

http://www.jri-poland.org/
http://kehilalinks.jewishgen.org/Kremenets/web-pages/master-surnames.html
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FHL POLICY CHANGE RE 
PHOTOCOPIES                                                                             
from Eastman Online Genealogy 
Newsletter 

 
The FamilySearch Blog has 
announced a change in policy for 
patrons who are requesting copies 
from the FHL in Salt Lake City: 
"All requests for information copied 
from films, book pages, CDs, 
marriage, death or birth certificates, 
wills and/or deeds, etc. will be copied 
in digital format and emailed to 
patrons in a zipped PDF or JPG file 
format. There is no charge for this 
service if we are able to email the 
information to patrons. 
 
"If a patron does not have an email 
address, we can mail the information 
to the patron using the US Postal 
Service.  However, as much as 
possible, we will rely on emailing all 
requests for information through the 
internet. If patrons do not own a 
computer or do not have an email 
address, they can request to have 
the information emailed to their local 
Family History Center, where they 
can print the information at the 
center." 
 
Further details, including information 
on how to place an order for this free 
service, may be found at 
http://goo.gl/EVMUQ. 

 

UK WWI RECORDS TO BE 
DIGITIZED                                                                               
from a post on JewishGen 
 
Thousands of World War 1 records 
will be digitized and put on the web 

with a new project at the Royal Air 
Force (RAF) Museum in Hendron, 
England.  The project entails 
digitizing over 300,000 records from 
the RAF and its parent organization, 
the Royal Flying Corps (RFC) and 
Royal Naval Air Service (RNAS) 
between 1914-1918. When 
completed one will be able to search 
by name and download the records 
from the website. Of interest are the 
"casualty cards" which were made 
out in the event of death, injury ,or 
illness. The data release is 
scheduled for 2014. The museum's 
website is at: www.rafmuseum.org.uk 

 

UPDATE TO BOSTON JEWISH 
ADVOCATE DATABASE                                           
From a post on JewishGen       
 
Updates to JewishGen's Boston 
Jewish Advocate databases, 
Obituaries and Wedding  
Announcements, are complete 
through the end of 2012. The 
Advocate's website now provides 
immediate access to full text or 
article images for a small fee. 
 
Go to the website of the Jewish 
Advocate. 
http://www.thejewishadvocate.com/ 
In the row of tabs click on "Archives".  
 
At the bottom of the text on the left, 
click on "Archives (Non-
subscribers)".  Search for the name 
of interest, limiting date range to 
minimize the number of hits. For  
1905-1990 you may have immediate 
access to the article image. For 
dates after 1990 you may have 
immediate access to the full text. 

 

http://goo.gl/EVMUQ
http://goo.gl/EVMUQ
http://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/
http://www.thejewishadvocate.com/
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NEW DIRECTORIES ON 
GENEALOGYINDEXER.ORG     
from posts on Nu?  What’s New? 
 
Lithuanian Directories 
Logan Kleinwaks has added a 
number of Lithuanian directories to 
his list of full-text searchable 
directories. Results link to the actual 
directories which are part of the 
Lithuanian Virtual Electronic Heritage 
System at 
http://www.epaveldas.lt/en/web/gues
t/home.  
 
Directories are: 
   • Kovno Guberniya 
Commemorative Books for 1899, 
1902, 1908, 1909, 1911, 1914, 1915 
+ two addenda for the 1871 edition 
   • Kaunas (City) Address 
Directories for 1930, 1932 and 1933 
   • Kaunas (City) Medical Directories 
for 1928 and 1929 
   • 1941 Lithuanian SSR 
Nationalized Businesses 
   • 130 Lithuanian Primary School 
Teachers Directory 
 
Kleinwaks states that the Kovno 
guberniya directories are written in 
Russian. In addition to searching in 
Cyrillic, you can enter a Latin script 

search term if you use an automatic 
transliteration option ("Add Latin -> 
Cyrillic," which is the default.) 
 
Warsaw Directories 
Also added to the website are  
twenty-one additional years of the 
Warsaw “Calendars” from the 
series Jozefa Ungra Kalendarz 
Warszawski Popularno-Naukowy, 
which contain residential and 
business listings. The total coverage 
of these calendars is now every year 
1854–1888 except 1865 and 1868, 
plus 1891 and 1913–1915. 
 
Vsia Rossiia (All Russia) 
directories 
The 1895, 1899, and 1900 editions 
of Vsia Rossiia (All of Russia), 
business directory covering all of the 
Russian Empire have also been 
added to the website. They are full-
text searchable and must be 
searched using the Cyrillic alphabet.  
 
The full announcement is at 
http://tinyurl.com/KleinwaksVsiaRoss
iia. It provides suggestions on how to 
search the database using Cyrillic 
characters, pre/post-reform Russian 
orthography and surnames of non-
Russian origin. 
 
The genealogyindexer website now 
contains 253,000 pages of historical 
directories (business, address, 
telephone, etc., primarily from 
Central and Eastern Europe) and 
much more. 
 
The directories are at 
http://genealogyindexer.org 
 
 

http://www.epaveldas.lt/en/web/guest/home
http://www.epaveldas.lt/en/web/guest/home
http://tinyurl.com/KleinwaksVsiaRossiia
http://tinyurl.com/KleinwaksVsiaRossiia
http://genealogyindexer.org/
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Quick bytes 

 
 
MORE VIENNESE CEMETERY 
RECORDS ONLINE                                                                   
from a post on Nu? What’s New?  
 
The Austrian genealogy site, 
GenTeam.at, has added 29,000 
burials at the Währing Jewish 
cemetery in Vienna 1784–1879. 
Information may include name, 
maiden name of women, their 
husband’s name, marital status, city 
and country of origin, profession, 
age, date of death, date of interment, 
information of the parents, place of 
death and address. The site now has 
7.4 million records in their index. 
 
CENTRAL ARCHIVES POLISH 
HOLDINGS NOW ONLINE                                                     
from a post on Nu? What’s New? 
 
In 2004, Avotaynu Foundation 
published Polish Resources at the 
Central Archives for the History of 
the Jewish People which is an 
inventory of all the Polish holdings at 
this Jerusalem-based institution. 
Now CAHJP’s new director, Yochai 
Ben-Ghedalia, has announced that 
this complete inventory updated 
through 2012 is available at their 
website as two PDF files: 
http://cahjp.huji.ac.il/webfm_send/10
05 (Towns A-L) and 
http://cahjp.huji.ac.il/webfm_send/10

06 (Town M-Z). “Poland” is defined 
as inter-war Poland: therefore, the 
inventory includes towns then in 
Poland, now in Belarus and Ukraine. 
An example is L’viv (catalogued 
under the Polish name Lwow). A 
complete list of towns present in the 
2004 book is at 
http://www.avotaynu.com/books/cahj
p.htm. Read the first 21 pages of 
introductory material of the PDF files 
for an understanding of the structure 
of each entry. It exists in both files.  
 
MANTUA, ITALY ARCHIVES 
ONLINE                                                                                                            
from a post on Sephardic SIG 
 
The centuries-old archives of the 
Jewish Community of Mantova in  
northern Italy have been digitized 
and are accessible on-line at the  
following address: 
http://www.adacta.fi.it/digitalib/arche
b/index.php 

 

1911 CANADIAN CENSUS 
SEARCHABLE                                                                                               
from a post on IAJGS digest 

Library and Archives Canada (LAC) 
released an indexed version of the 
Canada 1911 census. Previously, 
this census was only available on the 
website in image format. Now this 
census can be easily searched by 
family name, first name, age and 
province. Access to the census is 
free.  

You can search the indexed version 
by going to: 
http://tinyurl.com/brfwa44 

 

http://www.genteam.at/
http://www.avotaynu.com/books/cahjp.htm
http://www.avotaynu.com/books/cahjp.htm
http://www.avotaynu.com/books/cahjp.htm
http://cahjp.huji.ac.il/webfm_send/1005
http://cahjp.huji.ac.il/webfm_send/1005
http://cahjp.huji.ac.il/webfm_send/1006
http://cahjp.huji.ac.il/webfm_send/1006
http://www.avotaynu.com/books/cahjp.htm
http://www.avotaynu.com/books/cahjp.htm
http://www.adacta.fi.it/digitalib/archeb/index.php
http://www.adacta.fi.it/digitalib/archeb/index.php
http://tinyurl.com/brfwa44


 6 

A LITTLE HISTORY LESSON OR “GOODBYE CHARLIE” 

By Debbi Korman 
 
My grandfather, Harry Lefko, was born in Ungvar in 1886. At that time, Ungvar 
was in the easternmost region of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.  The town is now 
called Uzhgorod, and it is in Ukraine, just a few kilometers from the Slovak 
border.  My grandfather immigrated to the US in 1903. He did not bother to 
become a citizen until after he was drafted into the Army in WWI. While I still 
can’t find his Petition for Naturalization, I do have a copy of his Declaration dated 
1917.  
 
One of the parts of the Declaration requires the person seeking citizenship to 
renounce allegiance to the king, emperor, tzar, or other potentate who ruled 
his/her former homeland. In my grandfather’s case, that would have been the 
Emperor of Austria. So, why did my grandfather, on his Declaration, renounce 
allegiance to “Charlie”? Charlie – who was Charlie?    

 
                                                                
While I have a fairly good grasp of Austro Hungarian Empire history, Charlie  
eluded me until I read a new article about the history of the Jews of Vienna, 
written by Thomas Fischer Weiss for the publication Mass-Pocha (newsletter of 
the Boston JGS).  In the article, Mr. Weiss noted that the beloved Emperor Franz 
Joseph died in 1916 and was replaced by his much less admired grandnephew 
CHARLES.   
 
Apparently, my barely educated grandfather kept up with news in the  
homeland, and knew who was running the show during WWI. So, there you have 
it. A little basic history answers a nagging question.  
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US CITIZENSHIP & IMMIGRATION SERVICE EXPANDS WEBSITE           
posted on IAJGS digest 

The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) Historical Research 
Branch just published a new and expanded website covering agency history, 
library resources, historical research advice, and the fee-for-service USCIS 
Genealogy Program. All parts of the site are interrelated and organized to meet 
the varying needs of scholars, students, and family historians. 

 The new site also includes dynamic features like the Historian’s mailbox, 
Genealogy notebook,  and other spaces to be filled on a regular basis with 
answers to researcher questions, information about records at the National 
Archives, or resources available in the USCIS  Historical Reference Library.  The 
site’s research guide will also expand over time to cover additional records or 
provide more detail.   The site gives information on A-Files, Alien Registration 
Forms, C-Files, visa files and more. To access the new website go to:  
http://tinyurl.com/bfd4rvm 

Original url: 

http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a754
3f6d1a/?vgnextoid=b5f56782d3c37310VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnext
channel=b5f56782d3c37310VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD  

The USCIS Genealogy Program is a fee-for-service program that 
provides researchers with timely access to historical immigration and 
naturalization records of deceased immigrants.  

 

UPDATED THERESIENSTADT WEBSITE                                                                                           
from a post on Nu? What’s New? 

A site that lists Holocaust victims who were at Theresienstadt Camp now has 
photos and documents of many of these people. It is located at 
http://www.holocaust.cz/en/main. The home page has two pathways: “Database 
of Digitised Documents” and “Database of Victims.” Initial information displayed 
in the Database of Victims includes name, date of birth and place/year of death. 
Clicking on the person’s name provided additional information: deportation 
date/place, exact date of death and place (usually Terezin or Auschwitz). If there 
are documents in the Database of Digitised Documents, they are shown as 
thumbnails. The death certificate of one person on my family tree who died in 
Theresienstadt showed his place of birth (Warsaw) and place of residence 
Frankfurt/Main). 
 
The search engine will locate an exact match or “starts with” the letters provided. 
 

http://tinyurl.com/bfd4rvm
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=b5f56782d3c37310VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=b5f56782d3c37310VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=b5f56782d3c37310VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=b5f56782d3c37310VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=b5f56782d3c37310VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=b5f56782d3c37310VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD
http://www.holocaust.cz/en/main
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NEW JEWISHGEN CANADA 
DATABASE                                                                                    
Posted on JewishGen 
 
JewishGen is pleased to announce 
the "JewishGen Canada Database", 
a multi-database search facility 
containing nearly a quarter of a 
million records of Jews living in 
Canada. 
 
The "JewishGen Canada Database" 
searches all of JewishGen's records 
for Canada, as well as external 
databases from the Canadian Jewish 
Heritage Network (CJHN).  The 
database is a work in progress, and 
new entries are being added 
regularly.  The database is located 
at: 
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/
Canada 
 
Components of the "JewishGen 
Canada Database" include: 
 
 * The JewishGen Family Finder 
(JGFF) -- 
     More than 3,800 surnames and 
towns of Jewish families of interest 
to genealogists researching 
Canadian Jewry. 
 
 * The JewishGen Online Worldwide 
Burial Registry (JOWBR) -- 
     168,000 records of Jewish burials 
in cemeteries in Canada. 
       + Alberta (5 cemeteries, 3,722 
burials) 
       + British Columbia (7 
cemeteries, 6,788 burials) 
       + Manitoba (8 cemeteries, 
15,235 burials) 
       + New Brunswick (1 cemetery, 
947 burials) 
       + Ontario (274 cemeteries, 

85,048 burials) 
       + Quebec (132 cemeteries, 
55,898 burials) 
       + Saskatchewan (1 cemetery, 
741 burials) 
 
 * The JewishGen Memorial 
Plaques Database -- 
     Information from synagogue 
yahrzeit plaques. 
 
 * The Canadian Jewish Heritage 
Network (CJHN) -- 
     More than 67,000 records from 
Canadian Jewish archival sources, 
currently including: 
       + Jewish Colonization 
Association (JCA) -  
        settler reports from western 
Canada and Quebec (1906-1951). 
       + Obituaries from the "Keneder 
Adler" (Montreal, 1908-1932) 
            full text, translated from the 
Yiddish. 
       + Hebrew Sick Benefit 
Association of Montreal - 
            membership listings from 
1897-1945. 
       + Canadian Jewish Casualties in 
the Canadian Armed Forces - 
            World War I, World War II, 
and the Korean War. 
       + Saint John, New Brunswick - 
            Jewish Residents, 
Businesses, Burials & Obituaries. 
       + Jewish Immigrant Aid Services 
(JIAS) - 
            client name lists from 1922-
1952. 
 
 * Montreal Jewish General 
Hospital Archives -- 
     More than 4,000 records, such as 
contribution cards from 1929. 
  
Thanks go to The Canadian Jewish 

http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Canada
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Canada
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Heritage Network, for allowing 
JewishGen to access its data, to the 
Jewish Genealogical Societies of 
Montreal and Toronto, for the 
donation of Jewish cemetery 
data to JOWBR, and to the Montreal 
Jewish General Hospital Archives.  
 
In conjunction with the new 
"JewishGen Canada Database", 
there will also be a major update to 
the JewishGen InfoFile "Guide to 
Canadian Jewish Genealogical 
Research", compiled by Bruce 
Brown, at: 
http://www.jewishgen.org/InfoFiles/C
anada.html 
 
The "JewishGen Canada Database" 
can be found at: 
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/
Canada 
 
“A TOWN WITHOUT A RABBI 
CANNOT EXIST" – ONLINE 
EXHIBITION                             
Posted on Jewishgen 
 

There is an online version of an 
open-air exhibit created by the State 
Archive of the Capital City of 
Warsaw which was presented in 
Warsaw last September called:  "A 
Town Without a Rabbi Cannot Exist: 
rabbis, assistant rabbis and rabbinic 
candidates in the Warsaw 
Governorate in the years 1888-
1912." 
 
Now offered as a PDF file, there are 
over 150 photos, and details on 
56 individuals from the Archive 
collections of rabbis and rabbinic 
candidates in the towns in the former 
Warsaw Gubernia which was in 
charge of the certification of rabbis.  

The photos were discovered 
attached to application forms for the 
rabbinic exams. Many of the rabbis 
represented were born in the 1840s - 
1860s.  Included are detailed 
biographies of these men, including 
the place of birth and burial, names 
of the parents, relatives, yearly 
salary and religious texts authored.  
 
As indicated in the first pages of 
notes on the exhibit, the researchers 
made use of vital records in a variety 
of Polish archives and repositories 
and the Jewish Historical Institute.  It 
is a fine example of combining 
genealogical data with historical 
collections to form a meaningful 
exhibition.   
 
Also interesting to note that the 
record collection this exhibit is drawn 
from  -- the Department VI of religion 
of the Faculty of Administration of 
the Governorate Government of 
Warsaw -- was evacuated to 
Moscow in 1915, came back in the 
1920s to the Central Archives of 
Historical Records in Warsaw, then 
The State Archive of the City of 
Warsaw and since 2006 in it's 
Milanowek branch. (Note: some 
Galician towns are represented.)  
 
The title of the exhibition comes from 
one such application to the gubernia 
authorities written by the Jewish 
community in Staszow, in which 
reasons for the necessity of  housing 
a new rabbi in the town were stated. 
 
Here is the link: 
http://w.warszawa.ap.gov.pl/images/
aktualne2012/PROJEKTRABINI03_0
9LEKKI.pdf 
 

http://www.jewishgen.org/InfoFiles/Canada.html
http://www.jewishgen.org/InfoFiles/Canada.html
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Canada
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Canada
http://w.warszawa.ap.gov.pl/images/aktualne2012/PROJEKTRABINI03_09LEKKI.pdf
http://w.warszawa.ap.gov.pl/images/aktualne2012/PROJEKTRABINI03_09LEKKI.pdf
http://w.warszawa.ap.gov.pl/images/aktualne2012/PROJEKTRABINI03_09LEKKI.pdf
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USING WORLDCAT TO FIND 
GENEALOGY BOOKS                                                                        
abstracted from an article in 
Eastman’s Online Genealogy 
Newsletter                           

 
WorldCat is the world's largest 
network of library content and 
services. It is an online library 
catalog that lets you look up items in 
libraries around the world. It is 
available  to everyone free of charge. 
WorldCat libraries provide access to 
their catalogs on the Web, where 
most people start their search for 
information. By using the 
WorldCat.org catalog, you can 
search the collections of libraries in 
your community and thousands more 
around the world.  
 
Please keep in mind that these are 
catalogs of available books, not the 
text of the books. WorldCat is useful 
in at least three situations:  

1. You know which item you 
want, but you don't know 
which libraries have it 

2. You want to know what items 
exist on a particular subject 
(or by a particular author) 

3. You need more information 
about an item  

WorldCat identifies the book's title, 
author, publisher, and more and then 
shows the participating libraries 
where the book is available.  
 
In addition to searching distant 
libraries, WorldCat also will let you 

search for books available at your 
local library, assuming that the 
library participates in WorldCat. 
Many genealogy libraries have their 
catalogs available in WorldCat and 
WorldCat libraries' resources are 
available in many languages. 
 
Obtaining books from remote 
libraries will vary from one library to 
another. As stated on the WorldCat 
web site, “It depends on whether you 
have an active membership with a 
library that owns the item, and 
whether that library's Web site 
permits remote checkout of an item. 
WorldCat.org lets you find an item of 
interest and then locate a library 
near you that owns it. Usually you 
will link directly to the item record on 
the library's Web site. The actions 
available to you on that page will 
vary from one library to another. You 
may be able to join a waiting list, 
reserve the item, check it out or even 
have it shipped or delivered.” 
 
If the book or other item is not 
available through WorldCat, you 
might print out the information and 
then take it to your local library. 
Libraries often can obtain books via 
Interlibrary Loan, even when loans 
are not available to individuals. 
 
Finding books or other items on 
WorldCat can be very simple: enter 
the book title in the search box at 
http://www.worldcat.org/ and click on 
SEARCH EVERYTHING. 
 
 

http://www.worldcat.org/
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HAVE YOU NOTICED A THEME?  
Editorial by Debbi Korman 
 
While I was putting together this 
issue of Shalshelet, I was struck with 
the reality that genealogy research is 
moving faster and faster towards 
digitization and availability on the 
internet.  Nearly every article in this 
month’s issue involves online data.  
 
So, I have a few words of advice for 
researchers. 
 
First, embrace it. While most of us 
vividly remember life without the 
internet, allow the teenagers in your 
family to show you how to creatively 
search the web. They fear nothing 
digital, and their computer abilities 
are embedded in their DNA. 
 
Second, don’t just trust online 
indexes – look at the documents. I 
searched Slovakia church and 
synagogue records today through 
the FHL website and found a cite for 
a baptism record for my Jewish 
family. I looked at the image and 
found that it was a birth record, not a 
baptism record. 
 
Finally, websites get updated with 
new information, so check back from 
time to time to see if there is 
something new. 
 
Happy digital hunting! 
 

Jewish Genealogical Society 
of Oregon (JGSO) 

JGSOregon@gmail.com 
 

Membership is open to all, 
regardless of religious background or 
level of experience. Members range 
from those just starting in genealogy 

to long-time family researchers. 
Membership is for the calendar year. 
 

Send checks to: 
 

Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Oregon 

PO Box 19736 
Portland, Oregon 97280 

 
Yearly dues 

$23 for individuals 
$30 for family 
$10 student 

 
Membership benefits include a free 
copy of Getting Started in Jewish 

Genealogy: A Handbook for Beginners 
Quarterly newsletter Shalshelet 

Meeting notices 
Monthly meetings Sept-June. 

Access to JGSO reference library 
with checkout privileges. 

 
JGSO BOARD 

 
Barbara Hershey, President  
Golda Edwards, 1

st 
 VP 

Joe Mayer, 2
nd

 VP 
Randi Markiz,  Treasurer 
Debbi Korman, Secretary 
Toby Blake, Membership  
Golda Edwards, Publicity  
Barbara Hershey, Programs  
Debbi Korman, Newsletter 
Ron Doctor, Member at Large 

 

 

JGSOregon@gmail.com
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