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FINISHING THE UNFINISHED –                                                                     
MY SEARCH FOR SURNAME GALINA                                                       
by Sandi Root 
 
As part of my search for learning the past of my family - something                      
concrete to leave for our children and beyond - GALINA is a biggie. 
 
Finding out more about those who carried that surname in the past,  
and those who currently carry that name, is important; but what is 
even more important to me is finishing the unfinished by giving names 
to those who became "ashes", as my aunt would often describe the 
fate of her family left behind in Poland.   
 
My aunt, Ruth (Galina) Jacobson, was plucked out of Poland  
(Mlawa or "New Town") in 1913, by a caring member on her mother,  
Freida (Frankel) Galina's side, to study nursing in New York.  
(I searched her arrival and found a picture of the ship she sailed on,  
the "Patricia").  Later she took a job at Michael Reese Hospital, in  
Chicago, the city where she met and married my mother's brother,  
Harold Jacobson, and moved to Los Angeles, where she worked at  
Cedars of Lebanon Hospital in Hollywood for many years.   
 
She never returned to Poland.  
 
We all know what happened, and why "ashes" were such a prominent  
part of her vocabulary.  She lost her father, Solomon, his second wife,  
Lena (Sunka), and a sister and brother. She would say, "They played  
the violin.  How dangerous could they be that they would have to die?"  
Her mother, Frieda, died at some earlier point. 
 
This is where Oregon comes in:  Solomon and Lena had at least  
one child, Alfred, and he would therefore be Ruth's half-brother. 
He left Poland for the U.S. at some point in the '30's, possibly seeing the 
handwriting on the wall, and as war broke out, he enlisted in the U.S.  
Army.  
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After the war he settled in the Hemet-Murrietta Springs area  
of California, and made contact with Ruth.  They stayed in touch  
until her death in 1995. 
 
She always viewed contact with Alfred as sacred - he was,  
after all, the only one on her father's side to circumvent the Holocaust. 
 
I always knew she had a brother, and I recall meeting him once  
or twice as a child.  I also always knew how important he was to 
her, so, when I began this genealogy journey I tried to locate  
Alfred, but it was too late.  He passed away in 2000, not in  
California, but in McMinnville, Oregon.  I assumed he must have 
left California to be with family, but, at this point, I have no names, and I 
have no leads. 
 
After learning of the Oregon connection I contacted Barbara Hershey,  
at the Jewish Genealogy Society of Portland, and she gave me some 
helpful threads to follow. 
 
I called several funeral homes in the area, but none had any record 
of Alfred Galina, nor could I find an obit.  Then, on a U.S. Government  
site, I found that he was actually buried at a VA cemetery in California,  
not Oregon, and two months after his death, at that. There must be an  
interesting story around that episode that I hope I will someday learn. 
 
If I am fortunate enough to make contact with Alfred Galina's family,  
it will, in a profound way, help to finish the unfinished, and quite  
possibly provide me with those names in the ashes. 
 
[If you have any information about Sandi’s family, or suggestions on how she 
may continue her search, please contact her by telephone at 830-980-7776 or by 
email at roadrunr2@usa.net. Sandi is actively searching the surnames: 

BADESCH, BANUS /BENESH /BENESCH /BENIS /BENNITZ /BENITEZ  
/BENNISH /BEINASH /BEINASHOWITZ, BECKERMAN, BLOCK/BLOCH,  
BLUMENTHAL/BLUM, BRODY, COHEN /KAHAN /KAGAN, EICHEL,  
FRIEDLEN, FRIEDMAN, GALINA, GOLD, GREENBERG, GUTKOWSKY  
/GOOD, HANAK, HARWICK, HERRE, JACOBSON,  KRIZANSKI,  
LIEBOVITCH, MANNE, MENDELSON, MICHELSON, NIDER, OFFMAN  
/HOFFMAN, PETERS, PISER, ROTHCHILD, SCHNEIDERMAN  
/SNYDERMAN, SUVALKER /SUVALSKI, TABACK, WHATLEY, ZIVETZ 
 

 
 

mailto:roadrunr2@usa.net
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SHALSHELET NEEDS YOUR 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
An important aspect of a genealogy society is sharing among members. 
One way to share is to contribute to the newsletter. 
 
The articles can be of any length - even just one or two paragraphs. Some 
topics might be: 
 

• Your latest discovery of an ancestor or family member 
• Your favorite search method 
• How a website was helpful to you 
• A brick wall you have encountered 
• A summary of a JGSO program 
• A summary of a genealogy trip you took (with photos!) 
• A book review 

 
Just send me an email with your submission to korman3@comcast.net 
If you have an idea and you need help putting together an article, I will be 
pleased to help you! 
 
Thank you in advance. 

VILNIUS INTERNAL PASSPORT WEBSITE  

from a post on Litvak SIG 
 
A new web site for Vilnius Internal Passport (I.P.) records is now available. To 
date, 9,080 records have been translated. The website is: 
https://vilniusinternalpassports19191940.shutterfly.com/ 

During Lithuanian independence, 1919-1940, everyone in Vilnius had to apply or 
an internal passport. Since during that time Vilnius was part of Poland and not 
Lithuania, many who received internal passports were born in locations other 
than Vilnius, including Belarus and parts of Poland. The records reflect 
birthplace. 
 
Most of the site content is available at no charge. To see the translated Vilnius 
I.P. records, special arrangements have to be made. The site also includes an 
index of 97,000 I.P. translated record for other locations in Lithuania that have 
been translated. If you are interested in records for a particular district, contact 
the district coordinator at http://www.litvaksig.org/districtreseach or 
http://www.litvaksig.org/specialprojects 

 

mailto:korman3@comcast.net
https://vilniusinternalpassports19191940.shutterfly.com/
http://www.litvaksig.org/specialprojects
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CITY OF 
POSEN/POZNAN - CITY 
RESIDENCE 
REGISTERS                                 

Abstracted from posts on 
GerSIG by Roger Lustig, 
research coordinator, 
GerSIG & Prussian Poland 
area coordinator, JRI-Poland 

                                                                   

The Polish State Archive at Poznan has uploaded over half a million images--
about 250,000 two-sided cards--of the city's residence registers.  Currently, only 
names starting with A-M are available.                         
 
The cards list all the members of a household, usually with vital events plus 
dates and places of arrival, departure, etc. Sometimes parents are listed too. 
 The amount of information on just one of these cards can be staggering--dates 
of birth, death, marriage, etc. for a whole family, and where to look for them 
before or after they lived in Posen. The population of Posen was almost 11 
percent Jewish in 1880; about 5 percent in 1903.  7,000 Jews in 1880; 5,000 in 
1903. 
 
Here are some tips on using this new resource – the alphabetical directory of the 
images is at http://szukajwarchiwach.pl/53/474/0/19.3#tabJednostki 
but http://tinyurl.com/lymdnck  does the same. This page points you toward 
blocks of ca. 1000 images, each representing an alphabetical range.  Note that 
some ranges overlap others a little, and that -SKI and -SKA names are generally 
filed together. 
 
You can speed your search by choosing a higher number under "number of  
units per page."  When you find a range of interest--remember, we only  
have A through L and a bit of M so far--click on the names. That will take you to a 
page describing that block.  Click on "Digital Copies" (to the right of the red arrow 
that contains the call number). 
 
Now you should see a set of thumbnail images.  Again, adjust "number of  
scans per page" upward for ease of searching. Then click on a thumbnail.  This 
will bring up the preview viewer--a larger image, but not the full-sized scan.  The 
big scans can take a while to download, but the preview is often good enough to 
tell you whether you want that image. 
 
The surname of the family represented on the card is at top right.  
Remember to check the next image when you find something of interest,  
because the cards often have information on both sides. 

http://szukajwarchiwach.pl/53/474/0/19.3#tabJednostki
http://tinyurl.com/lymdnck
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Some features of the preview viewer: 
 
--Click near the right edge to get the next image; near the left edge to  
get the previous one. 
 
--Next to the 'Z' button at bottom right is the "expand" button, which  
will load the full image in a new browser window. 
 
--"Show link" gets you a direct link to that preview. 
 
--The call number for the block of images is in the lower margin; the  
image number within the block is just below the viewer. 
 
The full-sized image (in its own browser window) can be manipulated or  
downloaded.  The interface here is pretty intuitive.  Note that one can  
go to the next or the previous image via links at top right and left. 
 
If you leave the full-size viewer open, it will load a new image when  
you request one from the preview viewer.  That is, you won't be spawning  
dozens of browser windows. 
 
Unfortunately, the direct links to both preview and full image are less  
than intuitive, i.e., you can't just generate them from the call number,  
etc. 
 
[Additional discussions about how to use this set of records may be found on 
GerSIG discussion group by searching the archives for this SIG on JewishGen] 
 
 

Pittsburgh Jewish 
Newspapers Online                                                                 
from Nu, What’s New? 
After six years of effort, the 
Pittsburgh Jewish Newspaper 
Project is complete and online.  
 
It consists of digitized images of the 
weekly newspapers, Jewish 
Criterion, (1895–1962), American 
Jewish Outlook (1934–1962), and 
the Jewish Chronicle (1962–
present). Also included is the  
weekly Y-JCC newsletter by the 
Young Men's and Women's Hebrew 
Association (1926-1976). A project of 

Carnegie Mellon University, it is 
located at  
http://ptfs.library.cmu.edu/pjn/search.
jsp#.  
 
Clicking on a search produces an 
image of the newspaper page where 
the searched word appears.  
 
[These newspapers are a “must” 
resource for researchers with 
families in Pittsburgh or the nearby 
mill towns like McKeesport, 
Homestead, Braddock, etc. – Ed] 
 
 

http://ptfs.library.cmu.edu/pjn/search.jsp
http://ptfs.library.cmu.edu/pjn/search.jsp
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SHIP TIPS – SEARCHING IMMIGRATION RECORDS 
 
Research the European first name, not the Americanized name. 
 
Hungarian married women probably traveled under their formal first name, which 
would be the name of their husbands with "ne" at the end. Like Istvanne, or 
Morne instead of their own name, like Margit or Ilona. 
 
If you can't find the parent and the family was traveling together, search for the 
children. 
 
US citizens are listed separately on a manifest.  
 
At Ellis Island, people were detained for various reasons and those people are 
listed a second time at the back of a manifest.  
 
Try to think about how the surname would have been spelled in Europe. A Polish 
name was pronounced Jakovsky, would be spelled starting with a DZ, the J 
sound in Polish. Learn the sounds of the alphabet in the country of origin. 
 

 
 
 

Spelling never counts. Try every 
conceivable spelling of the surname. 
 
Sometimes 19th century German 
script is incorrectly read by indexers. 
If you can't find a name that starts, 
for example, with B, try P or T or 
another letter that looks very similar. 
The B might look like a P if the 
bottom stroke was light.  
 
Search ranges of dates since 
immigrants often had incorrect 
recollections of in what year they 
arrived. I always use give or take 5 
or 10 years.  
 
Some immigrants used multiple first 
names in Europe, so check for 
alternate names. 
 
Petitions for citizenship often have 
the ship name and date of 
immigration listed. 
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CHECK OUT THE CZECH 
REPUBLIC 

The Czech Republic archives system 
used to be shut tight to outsiders. 
However, within the  past few years, 
the Czech archives directors had a 
change of heart, embraced 
digitization, and have made (and 
continue to make) original records 
available in a digitized form on the 
internet. 

The report on the Austria-Czech SIG 
meeting at the most recent Jewish 
Genealogy conference referenced a 
number of great resources for 
researchers who have roots in 
Bohemia and Moravia. Please note 
that detailed discussions about many 
of these websites, included in the 
Austria-Czech SIG webpage at  
http://www.jewishgen.org/AustriaCzech 

Digitized vital records 

Digitized vital records starting in the 
1700s, town by town for Bohemia 
and Moravia, may be found at   
www.badatelna.dz/fond/1073 

The website seems a little 
complicated at first, but basically you 
click on the “inventar”  tab, and then 
at the next screen click on Uredni 
Knihy (matricky a indexy). You will 
get a list of towns in alphabetical 
order. Find your town, click on it and 
start to look at records.  

Prague Conscription 
Database 

With this database you can search 
for the surname of your ancestor to 

determine whether he was in the 
military between 1850 & 1914. The 
site is 
http://digi.nacr.cz/prihlasky2/indexen.php 

 

Books about Czech history 

Links to books about Czech Jewish 
history and culture, some of which 
are digitized and linked to this 
website, may be found at 
http://www.hugogold.com 

Toledot 

At http://www.toledot.org there is a 
lot of information about what types of 
Czech records are available and 
some data including names that 
were included in the Bohemian 
Familiaten books. Toledot also offers 
research services and family history 
tours of the Czech Republic. 

Census Records 

New on http://www.familysearch.org 
are images of censuses taken in the 
Czech lands from 1843-1921. The 
images are not indexed so you need 
to click on browse images and then 
select your district, which leads to a 
list of towns in your district.  

http://www.jewishgen.org/AustriaCzech
http://www.badatelna.dz/fond/1073
http://digi.nacr.cz/prihlasky2/indexen.php
http://www.hugogold.com/
http://www.toledot.org/
http://www.familysearch.org/
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Quick bytes 

 
 
SUBCARPATHIA-SIG PORTAL 
UPDATED 
 
Marshall Katz, coordinator of the 
Subcarpathian special interest group 
has updated the cemetery section 
and photo gallery sections of the SIG 
website at 
http://www.jewishgen.org/sub-
carpathia/ 
 

Subcarpathia is the geographic area 
adjacent to eastern Slovakia which 
now belongs to Ukraine, but once 
was part of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire and post WWI to 
Czechoslovakia.  
 
The photo gallery now has at least 
one image of 258 villages and towns  
and the cemeteries section now has 
at least one image from 194 
cemeteries in the region. The 
website also has sections on historic 
films, maps, families, archives and 
many more topics relating to this 
section of Europe.  
 

ROM-SIG UPDATES VITAL 
RECORDS DATABASES                 
from posts on ROM-SIG 
 

ROM-SIG now has the Bucovina & 
Moldavia Region Vital Records 

databases online as well as an 
update to the Bessarabia Vital 
Records databases. They are 
accessible at 
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/
Romania/. 
 
The Bucovina region database 
contains more than 6,400 Jewish 
birth records, from the towns of: 
Kimpolung (Campulung 
Moldovensec), Gurahumora (Gura 
Humorului), Radautz, and Suczawa 
(Suceava). 
 
The Moldavia databases contain 
over 9,600 births, 2,600 marriages 
and 1,400 deaths for a total of 
13,700 records. 
 
The Bessarabia databases now have 
an addition of over 4,600 births and 
1,400 marriages. The Bessarabia 
databases now contain over 160,000 
records. 
 
In addition, the Botosani research 
group has acquired and indexed 
many of Botosani city records. 
 
The records include: 
Civil state fund – Birth, marriage and 
death records for Botosani city, 
December 1865 – 1910 (about 
52,000 Jewish records) 
 
Metrical records, 1849,1857-8, 1859-
1865  (about 5800 records) 
 
Catagrafia 1845 - Jewish population 
census – (about 2500 records). 
 
List of foreign subjects living in 
Botosani, 1824, 1834. (A few 
hundred records.) 

 

http://www.jewishgen.org/sub-carpathia/
http://www.jewishgen.org/sub-carpathia/
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Romania/
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Romania/
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NARA MERGES TWO 
CATALOGS                                   

from Nu, What’s New? 
 
After 10 years of providing online 
access to the U.S. National Archives’ 
(NARA) holdings, the Archival 
Research Catalog (ARC)  was 
permanently retired on August 15.    
It was merged into the Online Public 
Access search at 
http://www.archives.gov/research/se
arch. Online Public Access contains 
all of the descriptions and digitized 
content that was in ARC. Online 
Public Access also searches the 
NARA website, Archives.gov and the 
Presidential libraries.  
 
 

 
 

WE WISH YOU ALL A HEALTHY 
AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 

Jewish Genealogical Society 
of Oregon (JGSO) 

JGSOregon@gmail.com 
 

Membership is open to all, 
regardless of religious background or 
level of experience. Members range 
from those just starting in genealogy 

to long-time family researchers. 
Membership is for the calendar year. 
 

Send checks to: 
 

Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Oregon 

PO Box 19736 
Portland, Oregon 97280 

 
Yearly dues 

$23 for individuals 
$30 for family 
$10 student 

 
Membership benefits include a free 
copy of Getting Started in Jewish 

Genealogy: A Handbook for Beginners 
Quarterly newsletter Shalshelet 

Meeting notices 
Monthly meetings Sept-June. 

Access to JGSO reference library 
with checkout privileges. 

 
JGSO BOARD 

 
Barbara Hershey, President  
Golda Edwards, 1

st 
 VP 

Randi Markiz,  Treasurer 
Debbi Korman, Secretary 
Toby Blake, Membership  
Golda Edwards, Publicity  
Barbara Hershey, Programs  
Debbi Korman, Newsletter 
Ron Doctor, Member at Large 

 

 

http://www.archives.gov/research/search
http://www.archives.gov/research/search
mailto:JGSOregon@gmail.com

