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SEPTEMBER PROGRAM 

HOW DO I FIND IT? WHERE DO I FIND IT?                                   

As they always said in the X-Files – ―the truth is out there‖. As 
genealogists, we just have to persevere until we find it.  

In keeping with that theme, JGSO’s September program will focus on 
giving those attending the meeting a jump start on their research in 
the New Year -5773. 

Bring your questions!!! Experienced JGSO 
researchers will point you in the right direction, 
talk about the resources that are available to 
you, and show you a few really handy 
websites. Those attending the meeting will be 
invited to contribute their own solutions to 
problems presented. 

 So, if your difficulties are with ship records, 
census records, websites in some 
incomprehensible language, or just with 
getting organized, we hope you will participate. 

Beginning researchers and researchers who are venturing into 
uncharted territory are especially encouraged to attend. 

 
When:   September 11, 2012 starting at 7:00 p.m. 

Place: Ahavath Achim, 3225 SW Barbur Blvd. Portland  
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THE LIFE OF LILLY SCHESSER 

 
By Allen Kurtz 

 
Lilly Schesser remains, to use a quote attributed to Winston Churchill when 

talking of the Soviet Union in 1939, ―a riddle wrapped in mystery inside an 

enigma.‖ Although marriage, census, passport, and death documentation have 

been uncovered for her, they provide only the barest outline for her life and 

provide little insight into her personality. In many ways the documentation raises 

many more questions than they answer and as Lilly seems to have perhaps  

been widowed, divorced, or abandoned by her husband at a young age and had 

no children, she will likely always remain somewhat ill-defined and largely a 

phantom. 

 

Although original Botosani, Romania birth (and death) records for five of her 

siblings have been located, hers has not and her birth year remains unknown: it 

seems likely that she was born circa 1887. 

 

Whether her arrival records have been discovered is open to debate and her 

whereabouts in 1900 is not known with certainty. It seems probable that she 

arrived circa 1897-1898 as a second-class passenger and in an era when 

second class passengers may not have been recorded on arrival manifests. She 

may have been the Liebe Braliver from Botosani who arrived in Boston on July 

22, 1898. However, there are many other facts that seem to strongly imply that 

Liebe/Lena Braliver/Broliver was not Lilly Begecher/Schesser. 

 

As documented on the 1905 New York State Census, Lilly (using the given name 

of Lena), eighteen years of age and employed in the garment industry making 

ladies waistcoats, was living with her parents and siblings at 103 Orchard Street. 

Lilly became a citizen when her father was naturalized in 1904.  

 

THE MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE 

 

On April 14, 1907 Lilly, recorded on her Certificate and Record of Marriage as 

Line Buczeczer, married David Spiro at her family’s 103 Orchard Street address, 

the same address as where the  groom lived, suggesting either an ―in-house‖ 

romance or a convenient match. The record shows ―Line‖, age 20, the daughter 

of Max Buczeczer and ―Lare‖ (Sara) Braliver, The names Liebe, Line, Lena, Lillie, 

and Lilly are all roughly equivalent and can be thought of as one and the same. 

Though there are minor discrepancies, there is no doubt that the marriage 
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certificate is for Lilly Bucecer/Begecher/Schesser. David Spiro, age 24 or 29, a 

businessman, was the son of Jules Spiro and Lise Rum. No other information of 

David Spiro has been uncovered and he remains just as much of a mystery as 

his new bride.  

 

According to relatives, Lilly’s husband was David Rose. It is unknown whether 

David Spiro and David Rose were one and the same. Whether Lilly was perhaps 

married more than once is not supported by any documentation. David Spiro 

perhaps changed his name to Rose, cannot be ascertained. 

 

THE PASSPORT APPLICATION 

 

What is extremely puzzling is that Lilly applied for a United States passport on 

September 28, 1910 using the name Lilly Begecher and describing herself as 

unmarried. Her signature on the application appears completely different than 

that on her marriage certificate. It seems plausible that ―X‖ to the left of her name 

on the marriage license indicates that she could not yet sign her name and that 

the person who completed the form signed for her. There are no manifests to 

indicate that she ever traveled abroad for any reason and as a poor immigrant 

working girl from the Lower East Side, any chance that she was planning a 

―European vacation‖ seems implausible and highly unlikely.  Only one other 

speculative possibility presents itself: David Spiro had abandoned her and 

returned to Europe and perhaps Lilly might have contemplated a trip to locate 

him. 

 

A further question raised by her application concerns legalities: she applied as a 

United States citizen whose citizenship was based on that of her father. If David 

Spiro was not a citizen, Lilly would have lost her citizenship upon marrying him. 

However, if the marriage were annulled and by judicial definition had never 

existed, did she then regain her citizenship? If she were legally divorced, did she 

reacquire her citizenship? Her 1930 Census entry has the somewhat cryptic 

abbreviation ―un‖ in the column asking about her citizenship. ―Un‖ is not one of 

the codes mandated as an answer to this question (Na=Naturalized, Pa= First 

Papers, signifying that a Declaration of Intention has been filed, Al=Alien), but 

perhaps stands for ―Unknown.‖  

 

What transpired between April 14, 1907 and September 28, 1910 is a mystery. 

An obvious explanation would be that David Spiro died but no death certificate 

has been found. But why does Lilly refer to herself as ―unmarried‖ and not a 

widow on her passport application? Why has she, against all convention, 

reverted to using her maiden name?  
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No 1910 Census record, recording her as Lilly Spiro, Lilly Rose, Lilly Begecher, 

or Lilly Schesser has been located. It is interesting to note that she had not 

moved back in with her parents, whose census listing has been found. Could the 

marriage have been of short duration and for some reason annulled or a quick 

divorce obtained? A search of New York County records revealed no divorce. 

Perhaps the easiest explanation is that David abandoned her; no legal action 

was taken and for the sake of convenience Lilly simply called herself ―unmarried‖ 

or ―single.‖ As she may have never remarried, she likely never had to face the 

legal ramifications of still legally being married. There are unknowns contained 

here that cannot be explained by the available documentation and will likely 

never be unearthed. 

 

It is furthermore interesting to note, in regards to her passport application, that 

she requested her passport to be mailed to John D. Nussbaum, a lawyer living at 

84 Rivington Street. This places her as still either living or working on the Lower 

East Side of Manhattan.  

  

A relative has a faint memory of hearing that David Rose had something to do 

with the theater; whether this meant the Yiddish theater, vaudeville, or the more 

―respectable‖ uptown theater is not known. A search for a David Rose active in 

the theater during the time period in question has not yielded any results. 

  

At the time of the 1930 Federal 

Census (neither a Federal 1920 or 

1940 Census or a 1915 or 1925 New 

York State Census record has been 

located) Lilly, recorded as single as 

opposed to a widow, was living with 

her brother Max Schesser  her sister-

in-law Sadie, and their two children at 

211 East 103rd Street in Manhattan. 

Her occupation was recorded as 

―housework.‖ Her repeated absence 

on census records is a puzzle.  

 
Lilly died in Brooklyn on June 9, 1948 

where she had been living at 2919 

West 36th Street in Coney Island. Her 

Death Certificate lists her as a widow. 
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her husband’s name as David (no surname) and her occupation ―Governess.‖ 

Her headstone is not inscribed with the designation ―wife;‖ seemingly yet another 

strange state of affairs. She had not obtained a Social Security number and 

whether she had will or probate records is the subject of future research.  

 

A picture postcard from Portland, Oregon (see above photograph) shows that 

she may have been touched with a modicum of adventurous wanderlust. How 

and why she came to be in Portland is not known. The only evidence for her 

working life prior to the Great Depression (she was basically unemployed in 

1930), is the notation of ―ladies waist (coats)‖ on the 1905 New York Census and 

―dressmaking‖ on the passport application. In essence, she was a likely a New 

York City Jewish working woman from the Lower East Side. If her husband had 

been involved in the Jewish theatre, is it possible that even after his speculative 

death or her abandonment, that she was somehow still involved with the theatre 

and that her troupe was performing on the West Coast? Queries to the Oregon 

Jewish Museum and the Jewish Genealogical Society of Oregon did not result in 

additional information or clues. 

 

As a historian and the family genealogist I believe strongly that people 

should be remembered: biographies and autobiographies should not be just for 

the famous, rich, influential, or well connected. Each life is a life worth recalling. 

Some, such as Lilly Schesser and my aunt Annie Fersht who likely died in the 

Auschwitz concentration camp, have fallen through the historical cracks. They 

left no memoirs and had no children to remember them. When their 

contemporaries were gone, all tangible memories of them were lost. It is my self-

appointed task to somehow bring them, as best as I can, to life although in the 

case of Lilly, essential mysteries are unresolved. 

 

[This is an edited version of a much longer article detailing the research efforts, 

discoveries and speculations that weave into Lilly Schesser’s mysterious history. 

Ed.] 

DIGITIZED COLLECTION OF JEWISH RECORDS                                     

Abstracted from Nu? What’s New? 

A site, calling itself ―Digitized Collection of Jewish Records‖ at http://dcjr.org has 
a ―searchable database of about 5000 digital copies of Jewish records of 
genealogical, historical and memorial value, most of them handwritten. They 
stem from the area of the former Austrian province of Eastern Galicia 
(subsequently Poland), including Lvov, Stanislawow, and Tarnopol provinces.‖ 
The years covered are from the mid-19th century to the late 1930s. 
 

http://dcjr.org/
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VIRTUAL SHTETL EXPANDS INTO BELARUS                    
from New? What’s New?                                                                                                 

A growing, major source of information about the history of the Jews of ―Poland‖ 
is the Virtual Shtetl site at http://www.sztetl.org.pl/en/.  

The word ―Poland‖ is placed in quotes because this site has just announced it is 
expanding their interest into Belarus. Perhaps the motivation is that between the 
two World Wars, a portion of western Belarus and Ukraine was in Poland.  
 
The organization has created an 18-minute film, Virtual Shtetl Is Discovering 
Belarus—one version with English subtitles—that describes the efforts to recover 
the memory of the Jewish presence in Belarus by a number of organizations. 
These efforts include: 
   • Restoration of remaining buildings, primarily synagogues 
   • Restoration and documentation of Jewish cemeteries 
   • Recording interviews with elderly witnesses to the murder of the Jewish 
townspeople 
 
When viewing the film, keep your mouse over the stop button. Sometimes the 
film does not allow sufficient time to read the subtitles. More important, as they 
interview officials, stop the recording to read the title of the person being 
interviewed. It demonstrates that the Belarusian effort is not the act of a few 
individuals or groups, but many are participating in the effort. For example, the 
first person interviewed is Inna Gierasimowa, Director of the Museum of the 
History and Culture of Jews, who mentions plans in Belarus for ―Jewish cultural 
heritage protection and research.‖ 
 
The film is located at http://www.sztetl.org.pl/en/cms/news/2616,virtual-shtetl-
discovers-belarus/  
 
Virtual Shtetl is generating news releases at a rate in excess of one a day. They 
can be read at http://www.sztetl.org.pl/en/cms/news/ 

 For the two days of August 8–9, they posted the following:  
   • Cleaning the Jewish cemetery in Lodz  
   • A festival in Tykocin  
   • The 70th anniversary of the Allgemeine Gehsperre (General Curfew)  
   • The anniversary of the liquidation of the Minsk Mazowiecki ghetto  
   • The Polish town of Chojnice desires to commemorate the Jewish cemetery 
   • The Polish edition of Avrom Bendavid-Val’s book called The Heavens Are 
Empty  
   • The fifth edition of the days of memory of the Rymanow Jewish community  
 
The site claims to have 71,965 photos, 903 videos, 115 audio recordings and 
information about 2269 towns.

http://www.sztetl.org.pl/en/
http://www.sztetl.org.pl/en/cms/news/2616,virtual-shtetl-discovers-belarus/
http://www.sztetl.org.pl/en/cms/news/2616,virtual-shtetl-discovers-belarus/
http://www.sztetl.org.pl/en/cms/news/
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Quick bytes 

 

GREEK ARCHIVES                                                                                                       
From a post on JewishGen 

The Greek State Archives has begun 
digitizing many different archives. Of 
note is that 
the municipal voting lists for most of 
the country have been digitized. 
According to Hellenic Genealogy 
Geek, the information contains: 
"Given Name, Surname - Age - 
Father's Name -  Occupation" 
 
The link is:  
http://arxeiomnimon.gak.gr/index.html 

CITY DIRECTORIES                                                                                                                                                   
From a post on JewishGen 
 

For City Directories all over North 
America, there is another excellent 
resource in the form of a mailing list - 
anyone can subscribe and 
volunteers very generously do 
lookups for those who post requests. 
There is no charge for this: 
 
CITY-DIRECTORIES mailing list. 
To send an email: CITY-
DIRECTORIES@rootsweb.com 
Montreal directories are online and 
can easily be searched - see Steve 
Morse's One-Step pages. 
 

NEW WEBSITE FOR 
RECORDS FOR GALICIA          
From a post on Gesher Galicia SIG 
 
The Digitized Collection of Jewish 
Records, at http://dcjr.org ,  is a 
searchable database of about 5000 
digital copies of Jewish vital, 
communal, organizational, 
legal, immigration, school, and other 
categories of records of 
genealogical, historical and memorial 
value, most of them handwritten. 
They stem from the area of the 
former Austrian province of Eastern 
Galicia (subsequently Poland), 
including Lvov, Stanislawow, and 
Tarnopol provinces, spanning years 
from the mid-19th century to the 
later part of the 20th century.  
  
Records donated to the database 
were inventoried, catalogued,  
arranged in several categories, 
digitized, translated into English, and  
entered in the web site. The web 
provides a free on - line access to 
the English language translations to 
these records which is searchable by 
surname. 

 
CZECH VITAL RECORDS                                                                                          

From Nu? What’s New? 

 
Additional digitized birth, marriage 
and death records for the Jewish 
communities of Bohemia and 
Moravia are now online at 
http://www.badatelna.cz/fond/1073. 
The fond, not all of which has been 
digitized, covers the period 1784–
1949, but registers of births of the 
period 1913–1949, marriages 1938–
1949 and deaths 1937–1949 are 
closed to the public for privacy 
reasons. 

http://arxeiomnimon.gak.gr/index.html
http://dcjr.org/
http://www.badatelna.cz/fond/1073
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Biographies of People in 
Yiddish Theatre Online                                                 
Abstracted from Nu? What’s New? 

The online (Jewish) Museum of 
Family History, translated from 
Yiddish 1,800 of the 2,816 
biographies of people associated 
with the Yiddish theatre as found in 
the seven-volume Lexicon of the 
Yiddish Theatre published between 
1931 and 1969 (volume seven was 
never published). The biographies 
include actors, actresses, theatre 
reviewers, playwrights, journalists, 
theatre managers, prompters, 
directors, etc. They can be found at 
http://www.museumoffamilyhistory.com/
yt/lex-biography.htm.   
 
[The Museum of Family History is an 
outstanding website and definitely 
worth a look. Browse the site at 
http://www.museumoffamilyhistory.com. 

– Ed.] 
 

 

 

Online Courses: Power 
Searching with Google                  
Abstracted from Eastman’s Online 
Genealogy Newsletter 

Want to become a Google Expert? 
There is one organization that will 
show you how: Google. 
 
Google used to conduct occasional 
live "webinars" that taught the finer 
points of using the search engine. In 
the past, you had to be seated at 
your computer at a designated time 
to participate in the live seminars. 
The company has now "canned" 
those lessons and made them 
available at any time of the day or 
night. There are six 50-minute 
classes, free for anybody to try.   The 
lessons, which are available as 
video, in text, or as a slide show, 
include:                                                                                                             

 Class 1 - Introduction 
 Class 2 - Interpreting results 
 Class 3 - Advanced 

techniques 
 Class 4 - Find facts faster 
 Class 5 - Checking your facts 
 Class 6 - Putting it all together 
 Power Searching with Search 

Experts Video 
 Hang Out with Search Experts 

Video 

"Power Searching with Google" is 
available at   
http://www.powersearchingwithgoogle.c
om/course 

http://www.museumoffamilyhistory.com/yt/lex-biography.htm
http://www.museumoffamilyhistory.com/yt/lex-biography.htm
http://www.museumoffamilyhistory.com/
http://www.powersearchingwithgoogle.com/course
http://www.powersearchingwithgoogle.com/course
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The Genealogist's Resource 
for Interpreting Causes of 
Death  

From Eastman’s Online Genealogy 
Newsletter 

Antiquus Morbus is a fascinating 
web site that provides definitions of 
archaic medical terms, along with 
their old and modern definitions. The 
primary focus of this web site is to 
help decipher the causes of death 
found on mortality lists, certificates of 
death, and church death records 
from the 19th century and earlier. It 
often can give insights to 
understanding your ancestor's life 
style and last days.  

The site is more than a simple 
dictionary. It not only provides 
modern-day equivalents of old 
terminology, but also provides 
supplemental information on many of 
the terms found, such as when and 
where such terminology was found. 
Many terms include descriptions of 
the causes of the medical condition. 
Even better, the web site provides 
lists of archaic medical terms, 
diseases, and causes of death in 
English, German, French and a few 
other languages.  

As an example, on this site you learn 
that "Gall Sickness" is a popular 
name for the remitting fever 
occasioned by marsh miasmata in 
the Netherlands in the year 1809.  

This and several thousand more 
archaic medical terms can be found 
on Rudy's List of Archaic Medical 
Terms at 
http://www.antiquusmorbus.com.  

 
 

EUROPEAN CHOLERA 
EPIDEMICS                                                                                        
Abstracted from a Post on H-SIG 
 
Plagues and Epidemics sometimes 
play an important role in family 
history. Researchers often find 
instances where several extended 
family members die within a short 
period of time, and not due to some 
pogrom. The cause might have been 
a plague or epidemic. 
 
A list of European Plagues and 
Epidemics may be found at   
http://www.stetlinks.jewishgen/myad
el/Pandemics.htm . The list includes 
the Cholera epidemics that were 
apparently common in Europe in the 
19th century. The cholera epidemic in 
Hungary in 1831 is said to have 
killed 100,000, while the one in 1873 
killed 190,000. One cholera epidemic 
claimed  225,000 lives in  Austria-
Hungary and Prussia in 1867. One in 
Germany and Austria-Hungary in 
1873 claimed 230,000 lives. Russia 
experienced similar bouts of cholera 
during the  century. [These numbers 
are cited in an on-line source 
http://www.scaruffi.com/politics/disaster.
html ] 

 

http://www.antiquusmorbus.com/
http://www.stetlinks.jewishgen/myadel/Pandemics.htm
http://www.stetlinks.jewishgen/myadel/Pandemics.htm
http://www.scaruffi.com/politics/disaster.html
http://www.scaruffi.com/politics/disaster.html
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WHY ARE THEY MISSING 
FROM THE 1940 CENSUS?                                                                                         
From a post by Joel Weintraub on 
JewishGen 

 

Now that the 1940 census has been 
name indexed by two different and  
independent groups, I'm seeing an 
increase in the number of inquiries 
here about "missing" 1940 
relatives. Let's discuss the 
"undercount" or those people that 
were actually missed on this  
census.   
 
First, you should know that the 
original 1940 census forms were  
destroyed decades ago.  The 
population schedules were 
microfilmed, and that master film 
was digitized by the National 
Archives and sold to the various  
groups that transcribed the census. 
 Thus every group is working from 
the same copy.  Only about 50 EDs 
out of the approximately 150,000 
EDs enumerated in 1940 were lost. 
 
There are many reasons why people 
were missed.  They weren't home, 
and did not respond to the blank 
forms that the enumerator left for 
them to fill out.  They were residents 
of cities or sparse rural areas, two 
difficult areas to count.  The 
enumerator was given wrong 
directions and maps as to  
what they were supposed to cover. 
The enumerator just plain made a 
mistake and didn't cover one block.   
 The individual was at college or the 
CCC or some other government 
program and was supposed to be 
enumerated at their official address 
(not the college or camp) and that 
was not clear to the  

family and they were missed.  And 
there are probably additional 
reasons as well including the fact 
that minority groups had a high 
undercount.  
 
So how many people were missed? 
 Six months after the 1940 census 
was taken, there was a mandatory 
draft of men of certain ages.  There 
were fines and prison terms if one 
didn't register, and many more men 
showed up to register for the draft 
than predicted by the census itself. 
 The estimates based on this 
information, is that about 5% of the 
population (1 out of 20) were  
missed. 
 
Have records "not yet been added or 
transcribed"?  I doubt it.  All  
the records that are available are on 
the digitized film received from the  
National Archives.  In addition, we 
have two independent transcription  
groups/indexes for the 1940 census 
and thus, we have a very low 
probability that both groups would 
have "missed" a sheet from the 
same ED. 
 
As to people who are on the 1940 
census that you can't find.  That's a  
different situation.  There are a 
number of reasons why names don't 
appear as you expect, and that's the 
reason why I've been working for 
over 10 years on producing 
locational aids for finding people.  
 
But here's my method for  
finding people by a name index.   
1. Relax your assumptions.  I try to  
produce 30 or 40 name results when 
I do a name search and I trust my 
ability to have a name "jump off the 
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page" at me that might be the target 
family.   
 
2. Less is more in entering 
information on name templates.  In 
fact, try to avoid entering last names, 
but use first names, multiple names 
together in the family, birth year 
plus/minus 2 years at least, birth 
location, and  where you expect 
them to be.   
 
3. Use wild cards like * and ?.  If you 
don't know about wild cards, it's time 
to learn about them.   
 

 

WE WISH YOU A HEALTHY 

AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Jewish Genealogical Society 
of Oregon (JGSO) 

JGSOregon@gmail.com 
 

Membership is open to all, 
regardless of religious background or 
level of experience. Members range 
from those just starting in genealogy 

to long-time family researchers. 
Membership is for the calendar year. 
 

Send checks to: 
 

Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Oregon 

PO Box 19736 
Portland, Oregon 97280 

 
Yearly dues 

$23 for individuals 
$30 for family 
$10 student 

 
Membership benefits include a free 
copy of Getting Started in Jewish 

Genealogy: A Handbook for Beginners 
Quarterly newsletter Shalshelet 

Meeting notices 
Monthly meetings Sept-June. 

Access to JGSO reference library 
with checkout privileges. 

 
JGSO BOARD 

 
Barbara Hershey, President  
Golda Edwards, 1

st 
 VP 

Joe Mayer, 2
nd

 VP 
Randi Markiz,  Treasurer 
Debbi Korman, Secretary 
Toby Blake, Membership  
Golda Edwards, Publicity  
Barbara Hershey, Programs  
Debbi Korman, Newsletter 
Ron Doctor, Member at Large 
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