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Shalshelet 
A Publication of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Oregon 

 
Winter 2011                 Volume 21 

DECEMBER MEETING 

RON DOCTOR WILL TALK ABOUT 

RESEARCHING YOUR UKRAINIAN ANCESTRY 

Ron will talk about his efforts to make the JewishGen Ukraine Special Interest 
Group more relevant to researchers. He’ll describe the SIG’s new town-centered 
organization and the various projects the SIG is developing. He’ll discuss how 
you can learn the names of your ancestral towns and find old country data that 
may help you research your ancestors, showing examples of records that are 
available, including vital records and revision lists (censuses).  
 
Dr. Ron Doctor is Coordinator of the JewishGen Ukraine Special Interest Group 
and President of the Kremenets District Research Group. He has been 
coordinator for multiple large records translation projects for the Kremenets 
district and coordinator for the Kremenets and Vishnevets Jewish Cemetery 
Projects. He is Past President of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Oregon and 
serves on the JGSO’s Board. He is a frequent speaker and has written a monthly 
Jewish genealogy column for the Oregon Jewish Review. He began working on 
his family history in 1992.  

DATE:  Sunday, December 18, 2011 

TIME: 1:00 p .m to 3:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Ahavath Achim, 3225 SW Barbur Blvd., Portland, OR 
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BROOKLYN RESEARCH        
ON- LINE RESOURCES                       
by Debbi Korman 

Brownsville, East Flatbush, Crown 
Heights, Bensonhurst, Boro Park….. 
If you had family members in New 
York, some of them probably lived in 
Brooklyn during the first half of the 
20th century. 
 
Although there was a small Jewish 
community in Brooklyn before the 
Brooklyn Bridge opened in 1903, 
Jews streamed out of Manhattan to 
Brooklyn during the next few 
decades. Surely the opening of the 
subway between Brooklyn and 
Manhattan in 1915 increased the 
migration.  
 
There are numerous resources for 
finding information about family 
members in Brooklyn. Many of them 
are the same resources one would 
use for researching any of the 5 
boroughs – census records, vital 
records, immigration records and 
burial records. When doing this US 
research it is important to remember 
that Brooklyn is in Kings County, and 
that the federal court for that area is 
the Eastern District court. 
 
The website at www.italiangen.org 
has many indexes of vital records 
and naturalization records for the 5 
boroughs. This indexing is being 
done by volunteers from all over the 
USA. JewishGen and the Museum 
for Family History websites, 
http://www.JewishGen.org and 
http://www.museumoffamilyhistory.com  
respectively have information 
regarding burials in Brooklyn  

 
 
cemeteries and links to cemetery 
databases. 
 
There are a few additional websites 
that may be useful for Brooklyn 
research. 
 
Jewish History 
 
The History of Brooklyn Jewry by 
Samuel Phillip Abelow has been 
digitized and is available as a free 
Google e-book. This book is filled 
with the names of Jewish residents 
and organizations.  
 
Click on the link below to get the 
front cover of the book. Then click on 
the upper left hand corner ―exit 
sample.‖ You will then get a page 
that looks like a book selection on 
Amazon.com, with the book name 
and an image of the book. Click on 
the book and the entire book will 
come up. This is the link for the front 
cover:  
http://books.google.com/books/reader?i
d=ttU0AAAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&
output=reader&pg=GBS.PP1 
[or http://tinyurl.com/AbelowBrooklyn  .] 

 
The index is on page 341, but it is 
very limited.  
 

http://www.italiangen.org/
http://www.jewishgen.org/
http://www.museumoffamilyhistory.com/
http://books.google.com/books/reader?id=ttU0AAAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&output=reader&pg=GBS.PP1
http://books.google.com/books/reader?id=ttU0AAAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&output=reader&pg=GBS.PP1
http://books.google.com/books/reader?id=ttU0AAAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&output=reader&pg=GBS.PP1
http://tinyurl.com/AbelowBrooklyn
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An interesting website about 
Brooklyn history in general is the 
Brooklyn Historical Society site at 
http://www.brooklynhistory.org  
 

 
Brooklyn Historical Society building 
 
 
Newspapers 
 
The Brooklyn Daily Eagle has an 
archive search engine for its 
newspapers for the years 1841-
1902. Searches may be done by 
surname, date, or key word. There is 
also a search engine for the years 
2003 to current. The website is 
http://www.brooklyneagle.com 
 
Brooklyn Physicians 
 
If your family member was a 
physician in Brooklyn, you might find 
some information in this directory: 
 
1935-1936 Medical Directory of   
New York 
(New York City-Kings County, 
Borough of Brooklyn) 
List of Physicians 
Volume XXXVII 
 
http://www.bklyn-genealogy-
info.com/Directory/1935.Docs.html 
 
 

Schools 
 
There is an interesting website at 
www.brooklyn-genealogy-info.com 
which has a section allowing the 
researcher to see lists of students 
who graduated from various 
Brooklyn schools during the early 
years of the 20th century. It is worth a 
look. 
 
Streets 
 
If you can’t find the street where your 
family lived in Brooklyn on a map, try 
looking at the website at 
http://www.brooklyn.com for lists of 
streets and links to maps. Or, try 
http://www.brooklyn.net/neighborhoods/

obsolete_street_names.html to learn 
about streets that changed names or 
disappeared entirely.  
 
Synagogues 
 
Avotaynu has published a book 
about the lost synagogues of 
Brooklyn and there are several 
websites which come up on a 
Google search for this topic.  
 
Jewish Genealogy Society of NY 
 
The Jewish Genealogy Society of 
New York website at 
http://www.jgsny.org has several 
databases that are available for non-
members and many more that are 
available to members only. There is 
also a list of Brooklyn document 
repositories with contact information 
a description of some of the holdings 
and lists of Lansmanshaften 
societies.  

http://www.brooklynhistory.org/
http://www.brooklyneagle.com/
http://www.bklyn-genealogy-info.com/Directory/1935.Docs.html
http://www.bklyn-genealogy-info.com/Directory/1935.Docs.html
http://www.brooklyn-genealogy-info.com/
http://www.brooklyn.com/
http://www.brooklyn.net/neighborhoods/obsolete_street_names.html
http://www.brooklyn.net/neighborhoods/obsolete_street_names.html
http://www.jgsny.org/
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Quick bytes 

 

ILLINOIS VITAL RECORDS 
From Illinois Genealogical 
Society newsletter 
 
The Illinois State Archives has 
issued an update to its Pre-1916 
Death Index. Data entry is complete 
through December 1915 for 21 of the 
102 counties of Illinois, and partial 
information has been entered for an 
additional 22. The most recently 
completed county is Kane.  
 
Counties that have been completed 
are Bond, Christian, Clinton, Cook, 
DeWitt, Effingham, Fayette, Hardin, 
Pope, Macon, Marion, Monroe, 
Montgomery, Moultrie, Ogle, Perry, 
Piatt, Saline, Shelby, and Union. 
This index may be accessed at 
www.cyberdriveillinois.com; click 
Departments, Illinois State Archives, 
Databases. 
 

 
ISRAELI CEMETERY 
DATABASES 
From a post on JewishGen 
 
While there is no national database 
in Israel, the Chevra Kadisha in 
some of the cities have set up       
on-line databases. 
 

Jerusalem does not have an overall 
database, but there is a general 
guide to the Mount of Olives 
cemetery  
at: http://www.mountofolives.co.il. 
 
Listed below are some of the cities 
which have on line cemetery 
databases. Some of them are in 
Hebrew only, but some also have 
English options. Note that, some of 
the websites are shut down for 
Shabbat and holidays.  
 
Tel Aviv-Jaffa area: 
http://www.kadisha.biz/ 
 
Haifa area: 
http://www.kadisha.net/kadisha/cont
entpages/search1.aspx 
 
Petach Tikva: 
http://www.sgula.org/ 
 
Ashdod: 
http://www.ashdod-
kadisha.co.il/default.asp?pageType=8 
 
Hod Hasharon: 
http://www.datithodhasharon.co.il/se
arch.asp?Flag=False 
 
 

ANGLO-JEWISH DATABASE  
From a post on UK-SIG 
 
JGS Great Britain is proud to 
announce that the 1851 Anglo 
Jewish Database 
http://www.jgsgb.org.uk/1851-
database has been updated.  The 
study covers Jewish families 
backwards and forwards through the 
years with a starting point of the 
1851 UK Census. 
 

http://www.mountofolives.co.il/
http://www.kadisha.biz/
http://www.kadisha.net/kadisha/contentpages/search1.aspx
http://www.kadisha.net/kadisha/contentpages/search1.aspx
http://www.sgula.org/
http://www.ashdod-kadisha.co.il/default.asp?pageType=8
http://www.ashdod-kadisha.co.il/default.asp?pageType=8
http://www.datithodhasharon.co.il/search.asp?Flag=False
http://www.datithodhasharon.co.il/search.asp?Flag=False
http://www.jgsgb.org.uk/1851-database
http://www.jgsgb.org.uk/1851-database
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Petra Laidlaw is the editor of this 
work containing approaching 29,000 
names which is probably more than 
90 % of the Jewish population in 
Britain at that time. It brings together 
the work of nearly 250 contributors 
from around the world. 
 
Regular users of the AJDB will notice 
that the facility to search by ID has 
been removed. This has been done 
to add extra security to the 
information. 
 

Cincinnati Birth/Death Index  
From  Nu? What’s New?  
 
The index the birth and death 
records of Cincinnati, Ohio, 1865–
1912 is now complete and may be 
found at: 
http://drc2.libraries.uc.edu/handle/12
3456789/1 
 

DATABASE OF DEFUNCT 
NEW YORK CITY 
SYNAGOGUES 
From a post on JewishGen 
 
The Museum of Family History's list 
of mostly defunct synagogues that 
once stood in Manhattan proper has 
been widely updated. It now includes  
information on synagogues from 
fifteen city directories, ranging from 
1869 to 1933. 
 
This updated list is presented to you 
as an address directory, i.e. the  
listing is sorted first by building 
address, then by the year of the  
directory from which the information 
was taken. The names of the 

synagogue president, the rabbi, 
cantor and sexton are included when 
they were included in the particular 
listing. You can find this updated list 
by visiting  
www.museumoffamilyhistory.com/er
c-syn-manhattan.htm 

 
MAINE VITAL RECORDS 
DATABASE 
From Illiana JGS newsletter 
 
The Maine State Archives has 
added to the marriage and death 
indices online bringing them up to 
December 31, 2009.  
 
To access the indices go to 
archives website: 
www.maine.gov/sos/arc/  
 

CLEVELAND RESOURCES 
From a post on JewishGen 
  
The Jewish Genealogy Society of 
Cleveland has made several major 
additions to its web site 
(http://clevelandjgs.org/). 
 
There is now a searchable database 
with more than 3400 ceramic 
photographic images from 
headstones in Cleveland area 
Jewish cemeteries; a searchable 
database of more than 800 
photographs from Mayfield 
Cemetery, a major Reform cemetery 
in the Cleveland area and the 
Cleveland Jewish News obituary 
database available on our web site. 

 

http://drc2.libraries.uc.edu/handle/123456789/1
http://drc2.libraries.uc.edu/handle/123456789/1
http://www.museumoffamilyhistory.com/erc-syn-manhattan.htm
http://www.museumoffamilyhistory.com/erc-syn-manhattan.htm
http://clevelandjgs.org/%29
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RESEARCH CORNERSTONES: PLAN YOUR ATTACK                                             

By Donn Devine, CG, CGI 08 April 2006 

Reprinted from Ancestry Magazine 

There’s never enough time to check all of the sources that might contribute to our 
family history, so the only solution is to check them out in some sort of logical 
order that uses our time most effectively. In other words, follow a plan. 
 
In the past, research planning was largely a matter of deciding which libraries or 
repositories to visit first, so we wouldn’t have to return a second time for 
something we missed on the first visit. To avoid overlooking significant sources, 
we placed heavy emphasis on indexes and finding aids that would shorten our 
search.  
 
Today, the availability of online search engines and CD-ROM indexes lets us do 
much of the legwork from home. However, the results we get when we check for 
a name in hundreds of databases may give us a flood of possibilities with little 
that indicates which might apply to the problem at hand. 
 
Just as in pre-computer times, we need to check these available sources in a 
planned and logical order to make the most efficient use of our time. We need to 
develop our own order of searching the available databases, beginning with 
those most likely to yield positive results. We need to create a research plan. 

Planning the Plan 

Plans can be just a few notes jotted on the back of an envelope or lengthy works 
that require several feet of shelf space. Although your plan doesn’t have to be 
committed to paper, even when it is, a genealogy research plan seldom requires 
more than a single page. 
 
A plan consists of four basic elements: 

1) Objective. A brief statement of what you want to discover. A written objective 
can help you focus your efforts and keep your research from wandering off 
course, even when those side paths that open up are very interesting. 

 
2) Resources. Sources of information that may contribute toward reaching the 
objective. First among the resources is any information already collected, the 
conclusions drawn from that information, and books and publications that are at 
hand—family records and other sources found in the home. Additional sources 
will require more traditional methods of research. Today, fortunately, a number of 
these sources can be accessed from our homes via e-mail and through 
databases available online.  
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3) Sequence. A list of the sources to consult in the order in which they will be 
used or applied. Creating the sequence requires the identification of published 
compilations, databases, and series of original records that are most likely to 
contain information relating to our objective. Creating a sequence that begins 
with sources that have indexes, finding aids, or online search capabilities will also 
help you narrow your search. 

4) Arrangements. Tools that need to be assembled and contacts and 
commitments that must be made before a search can begin. For example, you’ll 
want to note required fees, hours of operation, transportation schedules, parking, 
advance requests or permissions, services available, and equipment necessary if 
you’ll be conducting research away from home. This attention to detail can make 
the difference between success and frustration. 

Rejuvenating the Plan 

Planning isn’t a one-time effort. It’s a cyclical process that needs to be analyzed, 
updated, and modified each time a step is completed. Each time after you have 
the results from an original plan, you should analyze these results for the 
following: 

1) Was sufficient data found to reach your objective? If not, have all of the 
available resources been exhausted? Or should this objective be put aside in 
favor of a new objective? 
2) What is the logical next step to become the objective for a new plan?  
3) Did anything found suggest other approaches that could be used in a new plan 
toward the same objective? 

That’s all there is to it. For repeated research of the same kind, it may not even 
be necessary to list the sequence on paper since it can be easily remembered. 
However, you should never neglect committing to paper or hard drive an explicit 
statement of your objective. Without a written objective, anyone runs two risks 
that can consume productive time—being led into non-productive by-ways, and 
failing to stop when the research is done and it’s time to take stock and analyze 
what was found and select an objective for the next phase of research. 
 
A few minutes devoted to planning an efficient order for searching available 
sources is time extremely well spent.  An effective plan can double or triple the 
research you can complete within any given period.  

Donn Devine, CG, a genealogical consultant from Wilmington, Delaware, is an 
attorney for the city and archivist of the Catholic Diocese of Wilmington. He is a 
former National Genealogical Society board member, currently chairs its 
Standards Committee, is a trustee of the Board for Certification of Genealogists, 
and is the administrator for Devine and Baldwin DNA surname projects. 
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GERMAN NAME ADOPTION LISTS 
From a post on GerSIG 

 
GerSIG, the German Special Interest Group, has announced the on-line 
publication of NALDEX, the Name Adoption List inDEX for Germany at  
http://www.JewishGen.org/databases/Germany/Naldex.htm  
 
NALDEX is also accessible on JewishGen through the All-Germany Database 
and those parts that relate to former German territory east of the  
Oder-Neisse line are also included in the All-Poland Database.  
 
This first phase of the database presents almost all of the published  
naturalization and surname-adoption lists from Prussia that are known to  
survive.   
 
These lists were created in two different eras: 1812-16 in Brandenburg and most 
of the eastern parts of the Prussian state; and 1845-47 in the Rhineland (east of 
the river), Westphalia and the Culm  region of West Prussia. One other published 
list is included as well: Lippe-Detmold, 1810-11. 
 
The database contains over 16,000 entries, each representing a head of  
household. The lists include varying amounts of information – from just head of 
household and residence to spouses, offspring, occupations and/or  
maiden and former names. 
 
Names and places are included as shown on the lists. Occupations are given in 
German and English, and modern place names are given in Polish or Czech 
where appropriate.  (Still to come: Russian and Lithuanian.) 
 

NEWARK NEW JERSEY JEWISH CHRONICLE ARCHIVE 
From a post on JewishGen 
 
The Jewish Chronicle, a weekly newspaper published in Newark, New Jersey,  
from 1921 to 1943, is now digitized on genealogybank.com a subscriber website.  
 
Many birth, marriage, and death notices appear, as well as news of birthdays,  
bar mitzvahs, anniversaries, engagements, graduations, and bridal showers and 
news of Newark-based landsmanshaftn -- their meetings and banquets, elections 
and installations, even cemetery dedications.  
 
The Jewish Chronicle archive can be searched free at 
<http://www.genealogybank.com.  Snippets of articles will appear but full articles 
can be viewed by subscribers only. 

 

http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Germany/Naldex.htm
http://www.genealogybank.com/
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TIPS ON USING WILDCARD 
SEARCHES                                                                 
From Nu? What’s New 
 
Wildcard searches are an important 
part of using databases for family 
history research. There are two 
standard symbols in wildcard 
searches. Placing the symbol ―?‖ in 
place of a character of the item being 
searched will be interpreted as any 
character in that position. Placing an 
asterisk in the item being searched 
will be interpreted as any number of 
characters in that position. 
 
The most common misspelling of 
―Mokotoff‖ is that one or more of the 
letters ―o‖ are misinterpreted and 
replaced by a different vowel. 
Searching for M?k?t?ff will produce 
results that have any character in 
place of any of the o’s. Searching the 
1910 census on Ancestry.com 
uncovered my great-uncle Joe 
Mokatoff, his brother Charles 
Mokitoff and their other brother Dave 
Mokotaff. In the FamilySearch.org 
index of the 1910 census they are 
listed as Charles Makitoff and Dave 
Mokotoff (Mokstoff in the 1920 
census). Joe is nowhere to be found. 
 
The asterisk function is valuable in 
Mokotoff research because there are 
many valid spelling variants of the 
surname. Searching for Mokoto* on 
FamilySearch.org results in 
numerous Mokotoffs but also Moses 
Mokotowicz in Canadian Border 
Crossings and my great-aunt Taube 
Mokotoff who entered Ellis Island 
with the correct Polish spelling of our 

surname: Mokotow. 
 
Not every search engine that 
accepts wildcards allows for the 
complete spectrum of possibilities. 
 
Last year, Ancestry.com updated its 
wildcard capability. Previously, the 
first three characters had to be 
actual letters and then either an * or 
a ?. Now you can place a wildcard 
first, as long as the last character is 
an actual letter. Names still must 
contain at least three non-wildcard 
characters, possibly because a 
lesser restriction is virtually 
guaranteed to produce too many 
results.  
 
FamilySearch’s only requirement is 
that there be at least three 
characters in the search field. A 
search for *o*o*o produced 
7,400,663 results. 
 
JewishGen focuses primarily on 
using the Daitch-Mokotoff Soundex 
System and Beider-Morse Phonetic 
Matching to handle misspellings and 
spelling variants, but it does allow 
wildcard searching. Two variants are 
given names. ―Starts with‖ is 
equivalent to XXX*. ―Contains‖ is 
equivalent to *XXX*. Experimenting 
with the JewishGen Family Finder 
demonstrated that using the ―Is 
Exactly‖ option, searching for 
―Mokot?w‖ produced ―Mokotow‖ 
results. You will probably find that 
capability and results may vary with 
different JewishGen databases, so 
stick to the options provided and 
avoid ?/* wildcard searches. 

 
 

http://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.jewishgen.org/
http://www.jewishgen.org/jgff/
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JGSO MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME!! 
RENEW BEFORE DECEMBER 31 FOR 2012 

AT A DISCOUNT RATE 
 
When you renew your JGSO membership before the end of the year, the renewal 
price is $21 for singles and $28 for families. That’s $2 off the regular membership 
rates. 
 
To renew, send a check payable to JGSO to: 
 

JGSO, PO Box 19736, Portland, OR 97280 
 
JGSO membership includes monthly meetings  
with great speakers, attendance at monthly meetings     
at no charge, a quarterly newsletter, access 
to mentors to help with your questions, checkout 
privileges from the JGSO library, and    
networking with others who will enthusiastically 
share the joy of your discoveries.  
  
  

New members may also join for 2012 at the discounted 
rate and will receive our Getting Started handbook and 
CD.  

SUCH A DEAL!! 
 

 
PROQUEST ADDS 
JEWISH NEWSPAPERS 
From a post on JewishGen 
 
ProQuest has added to their 
Historical Newspapers Collection 
three American Jewish Newspapers: 
The Jewish Advocate (Boston-based 
weekly-the oldest-continuously-
circulating Jewish newspaper in 
America), The American Hebrew & 
Jewish Messenger (from 1857) and 
later this year they will add The  
Jewish Exponent (1887-1990) and 
the Jerusalem Post (1932-1988) as 

an International complement. 
 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers 
Collection is subscription -based and 
available through some libraries (but 
no local libraries to our knowledge.)  
 
Libraries may choose which 
newspapers they subscribe to from 
the collection. University libraries 
and some local libraries subscribe to 
this ProQuest collection. [If you have 
a university student in your family, 
you might ask them to log into their 
library catalog and let you research!] 
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1940 CENSUS  TOOLS               

abstracted from the Iliana JGS 
newsletter              

In April 2012 the 1940 census will be 
released to the public. It will not be 
name indexed, so it will be 
necessary to do an address search 
in order to find families. Address 
searching involves knowing the ED 
(enumeration district) in which the 
address is located. 
 
The only website that currently has 
location tools for the 1940 census is 
the Steve Morse One Step site 
(stevemorse.org). There are several 
such tools on the site and a tutorial 
to help researchers use the tools. 
The website is 
stevemorse.org/census/intro.html 
and the extensive FAQ is at: 
stevemorse.org/census/faq.htm. 

NATAN MEIR TO LECTURE 
ABOUT YIZKOR BOOKS 

Natan Meir, assistant professor of 
Jewish Studies at Portland State 
University, will be our February 
speaker. His topic will be Yizkor 
books. After WWII, many survivors 
joined together to write about, and 
honor, their decimated Jewish 
communities.  

Your town may have a Yizkor book, 
so before the meeting, check out 
JewishGen’s Yizkor book translation 
database at: 
www.JewishGen.org/yizkor 

For digitized, full text, Yizkor books, 
check: http://yizkor.nypl.org 

 

Jewish Genealogical Society 
of Oregon (JGSO) 

JGSOregon@gmail.com 
 

Membership is open to all, 
regardless of religious background or 
level of experience. Members range 
from those just starting in genealogy 

to long-time family researchers. 
Membership is for the calendar year. 
 

Send checks to: 
 

Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Oregon 

PO Box 19736 
Portland, Oregon 97280 

 
Yearly dues 

$23 for individuals 
$30 for family 
$10 student 

 
Membership benefits include a free 
copy of Getting Started in Jewish 

Genealogy: A Handbook for Beginners 
Quarterly newsletter Shalshelet 

Meeting notices 
Monthly meetings Sept-June. 

Access to JGSO reference library 
with checkout privileges. 

 
JGSO BOARD 

 
Barbara Hershey, President  
Golda Edwards, 1

st 
VP 

Joe Mayer, 2
nd

 VP 
Randi Markiz – Treasurer 
Debbi Korman, Secretary 
Toby Blake, Membership  
Nadene Goldfoot, Publicity  
Barbara Hershey, Programs  
Debbi Korman, Newsletter 
Ron Doctor, Member at Large 

 

 

http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor
http://yizkor.nypl.org/
file:///C:/Users/user/Desktop/Larry%20Korman/My%20Documents/JGSOregon@gmail.com
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From: 
Jewish Genealogical Society of 

Oregon 
PO Box 19736 

Portland, OR 97280 
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