
 1

Shalshelet 
"Chains……" 

A Publication of the Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Oregon 

Spring 2011                    Volume 21 

 

GETTING YOUR BEST RESULTS FROM 
ANCESTRY.COM SUNDAY MARCH 13, 2011  9am – 4pm 

Spend a day learning how to efficiently and successfully use Ancestry.com for 
your family history research.  Crista Cowan, Community Alliance Manager of 
Ancestry.com will give a series of presentations covering multiple topics including 
finding Jewish ancestors, using immigration and emigration records, tapping into 
Ancestry.com and Rootsweb Communities, strategies for successful searching, 
simplifying on line research and using family trees posted on Ancestry.com.  
 
Lunch and snacks are included in the $18 registration fee if paid reservations are 
received by February 28, 2011. A flyer with registration information is included at 
the end of this issue of Shalshelet.   
 
Join us for this seminar so you too can go to your computer, log onto 
Ancestry.com, perform a search and find results that will make you exclaim: 
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Finding Sam: Another Tale of Family, Fashion and 
Photo Dating 

By Ava Cohn aka Sherlock Cohn, The Photo Genealogist 
 

“Love is missing someone whenever you’re apart, but somehow feeling warm 
inside because you’re close in heart.”—Kay Knudsen 
 
My Assignment: Solve the Riddle 

Who among us has not reached a point in our research where the pieces of the 
puzzle just don’t seem to fit quite right? We have some records but not others. 
How do we bridge the gap to confirm our assumptions? How do we overcome 
our frustration at not knowing what we rightfully believe we should know when 
there is no one who was there that remembers the details?  Fortunately, many of 
us have family photographs that when properly analyzed, can be the catalysts to 
further our research and to learn new and surprising information about the lives 
of our mishpocha. 

Meet the Lipmans 

I had the occasion of analyzing photos of the Lipman family.Sonia 
Hoffman wanted to know the date and location of the photo 
because, despite years of trying, she had not been able to find the 
immigration records for a part of her Lipman family and believed the 
information from the photos could lead her to the record. 
 
Abraham Lipman and his wife Hana-Perla from Grajewo, Lomza 
gubernia, Russia (Poland) were married in 1878 according to their 
marriage certificate. They had eight children: Louis (Leiser), 
Benjamin, Sara, Esther, Jeanette, Bertha, Hyman, and Samuel. 
From the Ellis Island manifest, we find Abram Lipman on the S.S. 
Main sailing from Bremen on October 8, 1904 and arriving in New 
York on October 20. We also find the record for Leiser Lipman, his 
son, born 1881, arriving in 1900 and going to his uncle in Chicago. 
Indeed a photo taken in Grodno shows their three oldest children, 
Leiser, his brother Ben and their sister Sara along with Leiser’s wife 
Sonia and their infant son Izik circa 1899. A letter from another 
Lipman researcher indicated that two of the older children had gone 
to England about the same time to live with an uncle and had then 
gone on to America. That takes care of immigration for three of the 
Lipman children and Abraham. But what of Hana-Perla and the rest 
of her children?  When did they immigrate to the U.S.? 
 
Like so many odd coincidences in studying genealogy, our 
researcher was able to find the photo of Abraham, Hana-Perla  and 
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their children scanned on a website that had been set up by a 
cousin from Brazil in 2004. The photo had languished there pretty 
much as a question. No date. Vague indication: Russia? And on 
closer inspection, the photo only showed four of the Lipman 
children (from left to right in the photo): Esther, Bertha, Hyman and 
Jeanette. Where was Sam? 
 
The only record found to date for Sam Lipman is the 1910 U.S. 
Federal census from Chicago, Ward 11 in Cook County, Illinois. On 
that census are Abraham, Hana-Perla (now called Anna), Jeanette, 
Bertha, Hyman and Sam. Esther is found living separately with a 
husband. Sam is listed as having been born in Russia, estimated 
birth year 1904 and the year of immigration for the family as 1905. 
Makes sense. But since no record has been located, we don’t know 
if 1905 was indeed their year of immigration. Immigration dates on 
census records were often incorrectly remembered and we know 
that the accuracy of birth years varied also. And if the photo had 
been taken in 1904 before Abraham left for America, why isn’t Sam 
in the picture? 
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Clothing Clues Narrow down the date 

To answer the question of why Sam is not in the photo, we turn to 
the clues that are there. When we analyze portraits of our 
ancestors, clothing clues can be a tremendous aid in not only 
narrowing down the date and place but also learning about the 
social context in which our families lived. For some photos, fashion 
clues might be the only useful clues we have. Can the fashion clues 
give us the date of the Lipman photo?  Was the photo taken before 
Abraham left or after the family was reunited in America? 
 
Hana-Perla, her husband Abraham and their children Esther, 
Bertha, Hyman and Jeanette are decked out in fashionable clothing 
of the first decade of the twentieth century. One might conclude 
because it was “fashionable” that the photo was taken in America. 
But this might be a false assumption since women in the larger 
cities of Europe, including those in Eastern Europe, did strive to 
follow the dictates of Parisian-set styling. While not haute couture, 
their clothing, particularly for photographs, was trendy, give or take 
a few years from the Paris models. 
 
The feminine ideal at the time, both in Europe and America, was 
epitomized by the Charles Dana Gibson creation, The Gibson Girl, 
who possessed a tiny wasp-like-waist, large full hips (perhaps a 
sign that she is robust enough for childbirth in an age when families 
had many children), large breasts, hair that was naturally wavy with 
a soft fullness. Both Esther on the left and, to a lesser degree, her 
younger sister Jeanette, on the far right, are corseted to express 
that feminine curvaceous ideal. Especially, Esther’s ample hips (as 
compared to her rather slender arms) suggest, in addition to the 
tight belt around her waist, the use of specially- wired 
undergarments to amplify the width of her hips and a frilly lace 
collar to enhance the voluptuous appearance  of her breasts, 
whereas  Jeanette does not seem to be wearing an artificial hip-
widener. Esther is close to marriageable age while Jeanette is still 
too young.  
 
While mother Hana-Perla’s skirt echos the fullness of her 
daughters,’ her square-hemmed jacket does not emphasize a small 
waist.  Her hair is a sheitel, still constructed with some softness and 
lack of a frizzy bang on the forehead that had characterized an 
earlier period before 1902, placing their hairstyles circa 1902-1906. 
All three women have high collars to their chins most typical of the 
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period before 1906, though that style was worn by many women 
even later into the decade. 
 
The women, plus their younger sister Bertha, have relatively narrow 
bishop’s sleeves that end in a tight wrist cuff giving fullness to just 
above the cuff. Esther and Hana-Perla have floor-length skirt hems 
while Jeanette and Bertha have shorter hems more typical of 
children’s clothing. This places Jeanette as being no older than 14 
or 15 years of age, Bertha age 8-10 and Esther over 16. 
 
In viewing comparable photos of the period, many women had wool 
jackets and dresses with contrasting piping such as we see on 
Hana-Perla’s jacket and the bodice of Jeanette’s dress. The 
heaviness of the cloth indicates that the photo was most probably 
taken in the cooler months of the year. 
 
Next I focused on the two youngest children, Bertha and Hyman. 
Bertha has soft hair with a central part, perhaps held back with a 
bow though it is not seen in the photo. Her sailor collar was popular 
for many years both in the U.S. and in Europe as was Hyman’s 
style for boys between ages 3 and10.  
 
In general, what the fashions tell us about the photo is that it was 
taken sometime between 1902-1906. Fine information but not close 
enough to answer our questions about their immigration date.  
 
Then, I looked again. Hana-Perla’s jacket is split, jumper-like, and 
worn over a shirtwaist. Whether these clothes actually belonged to 
the Lipman family or were borrowed from the photographer’s studio 
for the photo is something we cannot tell. But it is clear from Hana-
Perla’s jacket that it was modified to fit a larger waistline. Perhaps 
Hana-Perla was pregnant with Sam. Realizing this, it was only a 
matter of doing the math. The 1910 census taken on April 22, 1910 
lists Sam as age 6. In the photo, Hana-Perla appears to be 3-4 
months pregnant. This would place the photo between September 
and December of 1903 assuming Sam was born before April, 1904. 
If the photo had been taken in 1904, before Abraham left, either 
Hana-Perla would have been farther along in her pregnancy or 
Sam would have been in the picture. As it is, the family may have 
remembered the photo as one in which “Momma was pregnant with 
Sam” or as a keepsake for Abraham to take to America to 
remember his family during their long separation.  
 
We had narrowed down the date of the photo to 1903 and the 
immigration of Hana-Perla and her children to November or 
December, 1904 or 1905. But then, there was an Aha moment.  We 
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also learned from matching ages to faces that who the family at first 
identified as Esther in the 1903 photo (born in 1889 according to 
JRI-Poland records) was in fact Sara who was born in 1884 and 
would have been 19 in the photo as opposed to Esther who was 
only 14 in 1903. Finding the ship’s manifest for Hana-Perla would 
confirm the year of their immigration, but only in conjunction with 
the photo could we identify the face of the oldest daughter as 
Sara’s. And, ladies, though we think our dresses matter the most, it 
is Abraham’s “fiddler’s” cap that places the photo in Grajewo or 
perhaps Bialystok, the nearest larger city. 
 

Ava Cohn aka  Sherlock Cohn, The Photo Genealogist, brings a lifelong 
fascination with heirloom photographs and a multidisciplinary background to 
photo dating and interpretation. She grew up in Saratoga Springs, New York, a 
Victorian-era town (that was the model for California’s Calistoga) surrounded by 
furniture and architecture of the 19th- early 20th centuries. Ms. Cohn holds a BA 
degree in Theatre Arts from Brandeis University with coursework in decorative 
arts, art history, and costume history at the Victoria and Albert Museum, London. 
A former marketing executive, she has been studying her family history as a 
hobby for over 30 years and full time since 2005. As she began to recover her 
own Jewish family history, she recognized the need for accurate dating of family 
photographs combined with specialized knowledge of Jewish immigrant and 
Eastern European culture and traditions to tell the background stories within our 
photos.  
 
 She has made it her mission to help as many Jewish genealogists as possible to 
recover the personal information that our ancestors knew when they had their 
portraits originally taken and as such, specializes in the period of most Jewish 
photographs, 1880-1960.  Ms. Cohn maintains an extensive library of primary 
and secondary-source costume and furniture references. Her personal family 
history locales include Belarus, Ukraine, Romania, the Austrian Empire, Israel, 
Montreal, Philadelphia, upstate New York and Los Angeles.  Ava can be reached 
at sherlock.cohn@comcast.net. 
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NNNNEWEWEWEW    BBBBOOKOOKOOKOOK    ONONONON    JJJJEWSEWSEWSEWS    ININININ    KIEVKIEVKIEVKIEV    

Congratulations to Natan Meir on the publication of his book Kiev, Jewish 
Metropolis: A History, 1859-1914(The Modern Jewish Experience). Dr. Meir is 
the Lorry I. Lokey Professor of Judaic Studies at Portland State University and a 
frequent speaker at JGSO meetings over the past two years. Also recently 
published was Anti-Jewish Violence: Rethinking the Pogrom in Eastern European 
History, which was co-edited by Dr. Meir.  

[The book about Kiev was published by Indiana Press University. Both books are 
available through Amazon.com] 

 

                                                                                    

SPOTLIGHT ON LITHUANIA  
By Debbi Korman 

 

Are you a Litvak or a Galicianer? If 
your answer is Litvak, your ancestors 
might have come from Lithuania.  
 
Lithuania, in the middle ages, was a 
giant empire. By the 1600s, it was 
known as the Grand Duchy of 
Lithuania and included current day 
Lithuania and parts of eastern 
Poland/Belarus. From about 1795-
1919, Lithuania was part of the 
Russian Empire. It gained its 
independence in 1919 and remained 
independent until 1940, when it 
became part of the Soviet Union. 
Lithuania again became independent 
as a result of the collapse of the 
Soviet Union in the 1990s. The 
largest and most important towns in 
Lithuania are Kovno and Vilna.  
 
Lithuania researchers are extremely 
fortunate to have a vast number of 
resources available, through the 
efforts of an independent Jewish 
group known as LitvakSig. This 
group has raised hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to obtain and 
translate Lithuanian records of 

genealogical/Jewish significance in 
order to preserve Litvak heritage.  
 
The All Lithuania database includes 
revision lists (like censuses), internal 
passport lists, 1897 census, burial 
registries, Yizkor books, vital records  
abstracts, tax lists, voter lists, and 
much more. Check out the database 
at 
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Lith
uania/  
 
 

 
 
 
LitvakSIG (special interest group) is 
another valuable resource on 
JewishGen. Besides the daily SIG 
digest that one may subscribe at no 
cost, the LitvakSIG  has its own page 
of additional resources including its 
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newsletter articles, an image library, 
and a news blog. 
http://www.jewishgen.org/Lithuania/ 
 
http://www.Litvaksig.com is the 
website for the membership 
organization. It has links to all of the 
free databases and links to 
additional resources available only to 
members. Membership information is 
available on this web page.  
 
A Google search for Lithuania found 
more research options including the 

Grand Duchy project at 
http://www.jewishfamilyhistory.org 
which focuses on Jewish history and 
census records for the Grand Duchy 
period . The FEEFHS website 
http://www.feefhs.org has great links 
to maps and gazetteers and other 
resources. Further digging turned up 
a site for the Jewish Community in 
Lithuania http://www.litjews.org. 
Other important databases are 
YIVO, Yad Vashem, and USHMM.  

                
 

Book News 

With a Doll in One Pocket and a Pistol in the Other; Rebecca Cohen Mayer 
1837-1930, A Memoir by Kay Goldman [Reviewed by Debbi Korman] 

Some genealogists are just lucky. JGSO member Joan Teller’s luck just 
overflows. Not only did multiple members of her family document their lives in the 
1800s in letters, diaries and memoirs, but author Kay Goldman has taken the 
memoir of Rebecca Cohen Mayer, published it, and put it into genealogical and 
historical context. The result is a very charming and enlightening story of one 
woman’s life and exploits from the 1850s to the 1930s. 

Rebecca Cohen Mayer was long time JGSO member Joan Teller’s grandmother. 
Rebecca was born in 1837 in Philadelphia. When she was a baby, her future 
husband Henry Mayer, came to visit the family, took one look at her and decided 
that she would be his wife. He was 30 years her senior but they had a long, 
exciting, and happy marriage.  

Rebecca’s diary recounts events during her honeymoon trip – a mostly overland 
trip by horse and covered wagon over the Santa Fe Trail in the 1850s to Mexico. 
From this diary we learn about her modes of travel, her travel companions, how 
she learned to ride horses and shoot pistols, her encounters with friendly and not 
so friendly Indian tribes, and her near death at the hands of superstitious 
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Mexican midwives. Her memoirs were continued sporadically after that trip, and 
from them we learn about her later life in the USA and Europe. 

Dr. Goldman includes information about the historical and family context of 
Rebecca’s remembrances, citing material from letters and diaries of Rebecca’s 
family members, acquaintances, and other Jews living in the USA during the 
second half of the 1800s. Joan Teller was a significant contributor of information 
used in the book. 

The book is short and a very easy read. A copy is in the JGSO library collection 
kept at Neveh Shalom. [JGSO members may check it out, while non members 
may use it in the library.] 

 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                           

Quick bytes 

 

Google Partners with Yad 
Vashem to Digitize Shoah 
Material                           
Abstracted from Eastman Online 
Genealogy Newsletter 
     
Yad Vashem and Google have 
begun an ambitious project to 
digitize the Holocaust museum's 
extensive collection of materials.   
 
A user may directly access over 
130,000 full-resolution photographs 
from Yad Vashem's photo collection 
via the Google search page. Google 
has implemented experimental 
optical character recognition 
technology for the project.  

 

ATLAS OF THE HOLOCAUST 
IN LITHUANIA                                  
Posted on JewishGen 
The new online Atlas of the 
Holocaust in Lithuania, a project of 
the Vilna Gaon and the State Jewish 
Museum includes a wealth of 
information about the various  
holocaust related events in the towns 
and shtetls of Lithuania. The website 
is: 
http://www.holocaustatlas.lt/EN/#abo
ut-project/ 
 
There is an interactive map which is 
also useful.  To view the Map only, 
click on the 'minimize' link on top 
right where is says "About Project". 
 
The website is available in both 
English and Lithuanian.  The link for 
switching languages is located at the 
top right of the web page. 
 
 

50,000 new Kremenets Records 

Available Online 
Abstracted from a post on 
JewishGen 
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Ron Doctor, Co-Coordinator, 
Kremenets Shtetl CO-OP / JRI-
Poland, has announced that the 
Kremenets (Ukraine) Shtetl CO-OP 
has added more than 50,000 new 
entries to its Indexed Concordance 
of Personal Names and Town 
Names. There are now 122,433 
entries. 

The Concordance is a master index 
to all of the documents the 
Kremenets group has translated over 
the past 10 years and includes 
entries from vital records, revision 
lists, Central Archives, Yizkor books, 
and other sources.  
 
To search the Concordance using 
Steve Morse's One-Step Search 
Engine, go to: 
http://www.shtetlinks.jewishgen.org/Kre
menets  
 
Be sure to read the updated 
Introduction and Guides document. It 
describes each source and explains 
how to interpret the Source and 
Location in Source data in the 
Concordance. The Concordance is 
free and downloadable from the 
JewishGen Shtetlinks website 
(www.shtetlinks.jewishgen.org/Krem
enets).  

 For additional information, please 
contact Ron Doctor at 
rddpdx@gmail.com. The Kremenets 
Shtetl CO-OP is affiliated with 
Jewish Records Indexing - Poland, 
Inc. (JRI-Poland) and is an activity of 
the Kremenets District Research 
Group. 

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST  
JGSO MEMBERS 
 
Craig Ackerson 
Ariel Marguerite Amaya 
Diane Bowman 
Jeff Mandel 
Peggie Magnuson 
Judith Schlossberg 
Jack M.Straus 
Cory Streisinger     
                                               

TODAH RABAH TO  
JULIAN KAUFMAN 
 
JGSO would like to give a big 
THANK YOU to Julian 
Kaufman, for his many years of 
service as a JGSO Board 
member and Treasurer. 
 
JGSO is now in need of a new 
treasurer. The position does not 
involve a large time 
commitment or any special 
skills. 
Interested? Contact Barbara 
Hershey at 
JGSOregon@gmail.com 
 

Jewish Genealogical Society 
of Oregon (JGSO) 

JGSOregon@gmail.com 
 

Membership is open to all, 
regardless of religious background or 
level of experience. Members range 
from those just starting in genealogy 

to long-time family researchers. 
Membership is for the calendar year. 
 

Send checks to: 
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Jewish Genealogical Society of 

Oregon 
PO Box 19736 

Portland, Oregon 97280 
 

Yearly dues 
$23 for individuals 

$30 for family 
$10 student 

 
Membership benefits include a free 
copy of Getting Started in Jewish 

Genealogy: A Handbook for Beginners 
Quarterly newsletter Shalshelet 

Meeting notices 
Monthly meetings Sept-June. 

Access to JGSO reference library 
with checkout privileges. 

 
JGSO BOARD 

 
Barbara Hershey, President  
Joe Mayer, 1st VP 
Golda Edwards, 2nd VP 
Debbi Korman, Secretary & Newsletter 
Julian Kaufman, Treasurer 
Toby Blake, Membership  
Dorothy Yellin, Librarian 
Nadene Goldfoot, Publicity  
Barbara Hershey, Programs  
Ron Doctor, Member at Large 
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From: 
Jewish Genealogical Society of 

Oregon 
PO Box 19736 

Portland, Oregon 97280 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                To: 
 
 
 
 
Address Correction Requested 
 
                                              
      
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


