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SEPTEMBER 21st PROGRAM 
MARGOT PERRY'S SEARCH 
FOR MRS. BUCHHOLTZ 
 
On September 21, 2010. Oregonian 
Margot Perry will speak on her 
search for information about Mrs. 
Buchholtz, a housekeeper who lived 
with her family when Ms. Perry was 
a child.  
 
While growing up, Ms. Perry didn't 
ask her family questions about Mrs. 
Buchholtz. She knew only that Mrs. 
Buchholtz was a refugee from Nazi 
Germany, and that she was distantly 
related. After years of researching 
her own family tree, she decided to 
put her skills to work to find out more 
about Mrs. Buchholtz.  
 
Ms. Perry's talk will focus on her 
methodical search through public 
records which led to a successful 
ending.  
 
Margot Perry is a former investigator 
for governmental agencies. She is 
interested in history, genealogy and 
archeology. An article about her 
search for Mrs. Buchholtz was 
recently published in Avotaynu. 

OCTOBER 12th SPEAKER - 
AVRAM BENDAVID-VAL 
AUTHOR OF THE NEW BOOK 
THE HEAVENS ARE EMPTY 
 
Trochenbrod, the subject of the 
fictional search for the past in 
Everything is Illuminated, turns out to 
be a real town. In fact, after it was 
founded in the Pale (now western 
Ukraine) in the 1800s by urban Jews 
who wanted to be farmers, it became 
the only exclusively Jewish town to 
exist outside of the Biblical land of 
Israel. 
 
Mr. Bendavid-Val decided to visit his 
family's ancestral town, 
Trochenbrod, while working in 
Poland in 1997. He discovered that 
nothing physical was left of the town 
and that it had been unique in many 
ways. This visit led to passionate 
research about this community and a 
new book about his discoveries.  
 
Avram Bendavid-Val is an expert in 
economic development and 
environmental management and a 
published author in his field.  
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CENSUS SEARCH STRATEGIES 
By Juliana Smith, Ancestry Newsletter 

“They’ve just got to be here!” How many times have we uttered those words as 
we searched for ancestors in census records? I think we’ve all got at least one 
family that’s playing play hide-and-seek with us. Before you jump to the 
conclusion that they were abducted by aliens, here are seven strategies that may 
help you to pull them from hiding. 

1.)  First, determine whether or not they really should be where you think they 
were. Arrange other records you’ve collected chronologically, creating a timeline 
that will help you to pinpoint exactly where they were at the time of the census. 
City or county directories and other records that include addresses are 
particularly helpful. 

2.) Search for a neighbor from a previous or subsequent census. This is 
particularly helpful if your ancestor owned their home and didn’t move around as 
much. You’ll want to choose a neighbor who also owned their home, and was of 
an age that they would likely have been still living there at the time of the census. 

      

3.) Consider ethnic given and last 
names—particularly if your ancestor 
was a recent immigrant at the time of 
the census. For example, your 
ancestor named John may be listed 
as Jan, Janos, Johann, or 
Giovanni. BehindtheName.com is 
one resource for finding ethnic 
equivalents or related given names. 

Likewise, your ancestor may have used a more traditional spelling of his 
surname when he first arrived or it may have been spelled phonetically by a 
census taker who wasn’t familiar with the name. In this case, learning more about 
pronunciation in your ancestor’s native tongue can be the key. For example, in 
Polish, ę represents an “en” sound. This could explain why I sometimes found my 
grandmother’s surname spelled as Mekalski and other times as Menkalski. 

4.) If your ancestor’s surname was prone to butchering by record keepers, 
perhaps a search with given name only can help. Try adding in birth, 
relationships, and any other criteria the advanced search allows. While your 
grandfather Charles, may have been one of 1,246 Charleses in Lake County, 
Indiana in the 1910 Census, there weren’t as many born in 1903 (166). Throw in 
the fact that he was born in Pennsylvania and you’re down to 14. I used the 
advanced search settings found below each field to restrict my search to exact 
on all except the year of birth, which we all know can be off a bit in censuses. If 
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you’re still not able to locate Grandpa, there are additional settings now that 
could allow you to expand your search to adjacent counties and state for 
location, and for variants of the name Charles. Just make sure you’re in the 
“Advanced Search” and click on the links below each search field. 

PROQUEST SANBORN MAPS 
Abstracted from Eastman Online Genealogy Newsletter 
 
Proquest Sanborn Maps Geo Edition is a great tool for finding an ancestor's 
property and for learning about the surrounding neighborhood.  
 
Sanborn maps are the "go-to" historical US maps housed in academic and public 
libraries. The Sanborn Map Company, founded in 1867, was the major publisher 
of fire insurance maps in the United States for nearly a century. The maps show 
details of streets, buildings and properties in US towns and cities. ProQuest 
digitized the maps to make them more accessible.  
 
According to ProQuest, Geo Edition is the now the world's largest collection of 
historical GIS-enabled urban maps. It allows the user to instantly pinpoint 
historical locations using modern geographic information. Geo Edition overcomes 
problems associated with finding historic areas that have been renamed, 
remodeled or demolished. Maps may be viewed individually and in great detail. 
An integrated overlay map viewer allows maps to be compared and contrasted 
over time with multiple maps for the same city using street, satellite and hybrid 
views. More than 60,000 US maps are included.  
 
ProQuest is a subscription service and more information is available through 
www.proquest.com. Many libraries have subscriptions to ProQuest, particularly 
university libraries.  
 
[ProQuest is also a fantastic database for searching for newspaper articles about 
your ancestors, particularly in major metropolitan newspapers. I searched my 
Brooklyn based Bergida family in the NY Times database and I was very 
surprised to find many birth and marriage announcements and obituaries. Most 
major libraries, including the Multnomah County library, have at least a limited 
edition available, free, for library patrons. Universities and colleges usually have 
more extensive subscriptions] 
 

THANK YOU POLINA OLSEN!! 
The JGSO Board and members thank Polina Olsen for her years of contributions 
to the web page for JGSO.  Polina recently resigned to pursue some of her other 
interests.  You may have noticed her byline in several local publications. We 
appreciate her assistance making information more accessible to the website 
viewers and we wish her the best on her future endeavors. 
 



 4 

 
 
BEIRUT JEWISH CEMETERY 
Abstracted from a post on the 
Sephardic SIG 
 

In 1948 there were 24,000 Jews 
living in Lebanon, mostly in Beirut. 
The community has now dwindled 
down to 30 individuals. The Magen 
Abraham synagogue and the Jewish 
cemetery of Beirut still remain. The 
cemetery was damaged during the 
Lebanese civil war, but was never 
been desecrated. A total of 3,300 
Jews were buried in that cemetery. 
 
Nagi Georges Zeidan, a Lebanese 
Christian, undertook the task of  
memorializing the Lebanese Jewish 
Community by researching its history  
and creating a database of 3,184 
tombstone inscriptions using both 
the cemetery and civil registrations. 
The database is now part of the 
many searchable databases in 
SephardicGen at: 
http://www.sephardicgen.com/databa
ses/BeirutCemeterySrchFrm.html 
 
 

 

LODZ GHETTO CEMETERY 
DATABASE 
Abstracted from a post on JRI-PL 
SIG 
 
Web pages have been redesigned to 
improve access to burial lists for the 
Jewish Ghetto cemetery in Lodz, 
Poland. In order to search then for a 
family member, go to 
www.museumoffamilyhistory.com/ce/
ghetto/lodz-ghetto-cemetery.htm and 
use the search links. 
 

MICHIGAN JEWISH BURIALS 
ONLINE  
Abstracted from Nu? What's New? 
 
The Jewish Federation of 
Metropolitan Detroit has indexed 
more than 64,000 Jews who died 
between the mid-1800s and 1999. A 
list of cemeteries that participated in 
the project is also available. The 
information can be found at 
http://www.thisisfederation.org/cemet
ery/default.asp 
 

LATVIA & LITHUANIA 
CEMETERY DATABASE 
Abstracted from Nu? What's New? 
 
Alexander Feigmanis, a professional 
genealogist —and AVOTAYNU 
Contributing Editor for Latvia—has a 
web site, http://www.balticgen.com, 
which includes names of people 
buried in selected Latvian and 
Lithuanian Jewish cemeteries. The 
site also includes an index of more 
than 9,000 Lithuanian Jews 
extracted from Lithuanian 
newspapers from the years 1850 to 
1910, mostly from the State of 
Douma in Kaunas province.  
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YIVO ENCYCYLOPEDIA OF EASTERN EUROPE ON-LINE 
Abstracted from a post on JewishGen 
 
YIVO has launched an on-line edition of: The YIVO Encyclopedia of Jews in 
Eastern Europe: at http://www.yivoencyclopedia.org/ 
 
This website provides an extensive picture of the history and culture of Jews in 
Eastern Europe from the beginnings of their settlement in the region to the 
present. The website makes accurate, reliable, scholarly information about 
Eastern European Jewish life available online free of charge. In addition to 
photographs and narratives there are audio recordings and video clips. There is 
a user guide.  
 

PRESOV SURVIVORS MANUSCRIPT 
Abstracted from a post on H-SIG  
 

The Simon Wiesenthal Center's website has a 26 page manuscript which 
appears to be list of 700 Holocaust survivors who returned to Presov (formerly 
Eperejes) Slovakia, after liberation from the concentration camps. The list 
includes birthdates, internment and liberation dates, addresses, names of dead 
and surviving relatives, and other valuable information. The list also includes 
some survivors from surrounding areas such as Kosice and Uzhgorod. 
 
The link to the Presov list is at: http://swcdap.legalinformationmanagement.com/ 
 

Lithuania internal passport records,1919-1940 
Abstracted from a post on JewishGen 
 

Lithuanian internal passport records for Panevezys, Telsiai, Birzai, and Ukmerge 
have been added to the database and may now be searched.  
 
Internal passport records for a total of 62,075 towns have been translated and 
many more are in progress. The towns/districts included are: 
 

Completed: Birzai, Jonava, Kaunas (City), Kaunas Uyezd, Kretinga 
Uyezd, Naujamiestis, Pumpenai, Rokiskis, Rozalimas, Seinai Uyezd -
(includes Kapciamiestis and Lazdijai), Siauliai Uyezd, Telsiai Uyezd, 
Troskunai, and Vandziogala and  surrounding area. 

 
Still in progress: Alytus City, Alytus District, Marijampole, Panevezys, 
Taurage District (Raseiniai), Ukmerge.  
 
Other towns and districts to be translated: Trakai District, Vilnius City, 
Klaipedai City, Zarasiai  City, and Utena City & District. 
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A description of the data contained in the database with examples of the 
documents, and the link to search the database is:   
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Lithuania/InternalPassports.htm 
 
 

HINTS FOR ENHANCING MICROFILM 
Abstracted from a post on Rootsweb (Roots Digest) 
 

[I know that using microfilm is "so 1990s" but should you choose to take the more 
difficult but potentially more comprehensive path to your research, here are a 
couple of tips on making that microfilm more legible. Ed] 
 
On a sheet of light blue paper (white paper "disappears" when you put it on the 
white surface of the reader), draw a line the long way of the paper with a yellow 
or pink Hi-Liter, about two inches in from the edge. Put this on the microfilm 
reader and position the paper and film image so that the desired line of the image 
is highlighted. It looks just like the highlighting was on the film. Putting a little 
weight on it is enough to hold the paper from slipping around or sliding off onto 
the floor. 
 
Another method, if you are trying to read light or blurred writing, is to put a yellow, 
green or blue colored clear plastic sheet(like the ones used to cover school 
reports) on the reader screen.   

 
 
MARRIAGE RECORDS FOR SOUTH AFRICA 
Abstracted from post on JewishGen 
 
If you are researching vital records in South Africa there is a lot of information 
about marriage records on the website  www.jewishgen.org/safrica 
 
For Transvaal Orthodox marriage records contact: 
Union Of Orthodox Synagogues and Office of the Chief Rabbi 
P.O. Box 46559, Orange Grove, 2119 
Fax: +27 (0)11 640 7528 jhb@uos.co.za  
http://www.uos.co.za and 
 
For Cape Town Orthodox marriage records contact:  
Union of Orthodox Synagogues of SA and  
Beth Din Fax: +27(0)21 461 8320 
 
Additional records sources include: 
 
For Reform and Progressive marriage records, contact  
South African Union for Progressive Judaism (SAUPJ) 
P.O. Box 1190, Houghton 2041, Johannesburg 
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http://saupj.org.za/index.html 
United Progressive Reform Congregation  
Phone: +27 (0)11 484 3003 
 
For civil records, contact the Registrar at the Department of  
Home Affairs, Births, Marriages and Deaths 
Private Bag X114, Pretoria 0001 Sentrakor Building,  
173 Pretorius Street, Pretoria. Phone: +27 (0)12 314 8911  
Fax: +27 (0)12 314 8911 
 
JewishGen has a FAQ on South Africa research at www.jewishgen.org/safrica  
In addition, there is a good general article on South African vital records at: 
http://southafricanfamilyhistory.wordpress.com/2006/08/22/birth-marriage-and-
death-records/ 
 

 
FAMILYSEARCH.ORG ADDS RECORDS TO ITS DATABASE 
PROJECT 
By Debbi Korman 
 

The Family History Library volunteers have been diligently working on adding 
records collections that are searchable from its website. Recently, records 
containing 300 million names were added. The information includes vital records, 
and census, migration and naturalization records. Many geographical areas are 
included.  
 
The website is: http://fsbeta.familysearch.org/. Just enter the surname and see 
what you get! Remember to check back frequently, as more records are 
continuously being added 
 
The Library also has a link to non-indexed record sets which have been digitized, 
An example is the post 1895 civil birth, marriage and death ledgers for Budapest. 
These records are divided by districts and years and must be searched image by 
image. It should be noted that these microfilms, which are available only at a 
Family History Library or in Hungary, are not name indexed.  
 
The link to these non indexed databases is: 
http://pilot.familysearch.org/recordsearch. Select "search or browse our record 
collections" then select a geographical area and browse. These record sets are 
also being augmented regularly, and new record sets are continually being 
added.   
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MONTEFIORE CENSUSES 
Abstracted from a post on JRI-PL 
 
The Israel Genealogical Society has launched an online Beta website with a 
search engine, of the 19th Century Montefiore Censuses of the Jewish 
Population of Eretz Israel, Alexandria, Beirut and Sidon (Saida).  
 
The details recorded include personal and family particulars, occupations and 
countries of origin. The censuses are unusually comprehensive as it is 
estimated that fewer than 1% of the Jewish inhabitants of Eretz Israel 
refused to participate.  
 
The manuscripts belong to the Montefiore Endowment and are held in its library 
in London. They are written in a variety of Hebrew scripts, and have no index. 
Beginning in 2008, the Israel Genealogical Society, under the auspices of the 
Montefiore Endowment, has been transcribing the censuses into a modern 
Hebrew font, transliterating the names, and translating the data 
into English. Extended families are linked together and there is a link to the 
digitized manuscript page. 
 
In all, there are 5 censuses of Eretz Israel (including Beirut and Sidon), 
and one of Alexandria. At present, the census of 1839, 1840 (Alexandria) and 
1855 are on line at http://www.montefioreendowment.org.uk/census/ 
The census of 1849 will follow in the next few months. 
 

GOOGLE NEWS ARCHIVE 

Abstracted From Eastman Online Genealogy  

The Google News Archive Search searches across a large collection of historical 
archives including major newspapers/magazines, news archives and legal 
archives. Search results include content that is free to all and content that 
requires a fee.  

Search results can include content that is freely accessible as well as content 
that requires a fee. Articles related to a single story within a given time period are 
grouped together to allow users to see a broad perspective on the topics they are 
searching.  

Users can search for events, people or ideas and see how they have been 
described over time. The search can produce "hits" to whatever has been 
digitized. Keep in mind that many newspapers have not digitized their issues 
back to the 1920s or the 1880s although most major city newspapers are 
available to those dates and earlier.  

You can find the Google News Archive at: http://news.google.com/ 
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ODESSA RESOURCES                                                                                          
Abstracted from a post on Ukraine SIG 

Miriam Weiner has added a number of new databases to the Foundation website 
at www.rtrfoundation.org.  Among the new databases is a surname database for: 
1894 - 1918 Heads of Jewish families that had a status of Meshchanin (petty 
bourgeois) in Odessa (4,505 names) 
 
You can reach this new database as follows: 
1.  Go to www.rtrfoundation.org 
2.  Click on ARCHIVE DATABASE 
3.  Search ARCHIVE DOCUMENTS 
4.  Type town name (for example "Odessa"). 
5.  Then click on "Odessa Business Owners" 
6.  Type your surname of interest and don't forget to try either or both 
soundex options if the name you want does not appear with an "exact match" 
search. 
 
Read instructions on the website on how to request copies of the relevant 
documents from the archives. Additions have been made in recent months. A 
comprehensive list of the databases and other website enhancements may be 
found at the News Alert (accessible from the Home Page) on the above website. 

*****  *****  *****  *****  *****  *****  *****  *****  *****  

*****  ***** ****

Quick bytes 

 

OHIO & MICHIGAN VITAL 
RECORDS  
Abstracted from Eastman Online 
Genealogy Newsletter 
 

Ancestry.com has updated its Ohio 
death index (1908–1932, 1938–
1944, and 1958–2007) and has 
added indexes to Ohio marriages 

(1970, 1972–2007) and divorces 
(1962–1963, 1967–1971, 1973–
2007).  
 
Michigan death records now cover 
1897-1920. The records include 
birthplaces and names of the 
deceased's parents. 

BROOKLYN DAILY EAGLE 

The Brooklyn Daily Eagle newspaper 
is being digitized by the Brooklyn 
Public Library and can be found 
here: 
http://eagle.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/ 
The newspaper was published from 
1841 to 1955, then revived for a 
short time from 1960 to 1963. 
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Digitization is being done in phases, 
and currently issues covering 
October 26, 1841 to December 31, 
1902 have been completed.  

FOREIGN JEWS INTERNED 
IN WARTIME ITALY 
Abstracted from a post on 
JewishGen 
 

The following website will allow a 
search for foreign Jews interned in 
Italy during WWII: 
http://www.annapizzuti.it/ 
 
The site is in Italian, but translations 
may be obtained using Firefox or 
Google translation. On the right side 
of the main page is a box "Il nostro 
database". Click "ricerca" in that box 
and it will take you to the search 
page. At the search page, type a 
surname into the box at the top or 
the page next to the word "cerca" 
and then click on "afina la ricerca", 
underneath the name, to search the 
database. 
 
UPDATED BESSARABIA 
VITAL RECORDS DATABASE 
Abstracted from a post on ROM-SIG  
 
The Bessarabia database now 
includes all of the Kishinev records 
that ROM-SIG has been able to 
obtain to date. ROM-SIG anticipates 
obtaining additional records through 
the Family History Library. The 
database may be accessed through 
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/
Romania/ or  
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/
Ukraine/ 

TEL AVIV CENSUS -1915 & 
1922 BRITISH MANDATE 
CENSUS 
Abstracted from a post on 
JewishGen 
 
The Israel Genealogical Society has 
made the following materials 
available to all researchers, with 
names in English.  
 
1915 Census of Tel-Aviv 
http://www.isragen.org.il/siteFiles/1/1
53/6574.asp 
 
British Mandate Census 1922 - 
Petah Tikva & Tel-Aviv - Jaffa 
This database is about 1/5 of the 
Jewish population in Eretz Israel 
at that time. This is all that remains 
of the original census to the  
best of our knowledge. 
http://www.isragen.org.il/siteFiles/1/1
53/4979.asp 
 

THANK YOU  
GEORGE BODNER 

 
One of JGSO's earliest members, 
Dr. George Bodner, has donated his 
genealogy library collection to JGSO.  
 
Dr. Bodner researched his Polish 
ancestry. He shared his findings and 
descriptions of his travels to his 
ancestral shetls at early JSGO 
programs. 
 
We appreciate this wonderful 
contribution to our library 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR & 
HAPPY HUNTING IN 5771 

 

 
HELP WANTED 

 
JGSO seeks a new webmaster to 

maintain and enhance the 
organization’s website.  It’s a great 

opportunity to use your website skills 
and to express your creativity.  To 
learn more about this or to let us 
know that you are interested in 
exploring this contribution to our 
society, please send an email to 

jgsoregon@gmail.com or call 
Barbara at 503-249-1976. 

 

Jewish Genealogical Society 
of Oregon (JGSO) 

JGSOregon@gmail.com 
 

Membership is open to all, 
regardless of religious background or 
level of experience. Members range 
from those just starting in genealogy 

to long-time family researchers. 
Membership is for the calendar year. 
 

Send checks to: 
 

Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Oregon 

PO Box 19736 
Portland, Oregon 97280 

 
Yearly dues 

$23 for individuals 
$30 for family 
$10 student 

 
Membership benefits include a free 
copy of Getting Started in Jewish 

Genealogy: A Handbook for Beginners 
Quarterly newsletter Shalshelet 

Meeting notices 
Monthly meetings Sept-June. 

Access to JGSO reference library 
with checkout privileges. 

 
JGSO BOARD 

 
Barbara Hershey, President  
Joe Mayer, 1st VP 
Golda Edwards, 2nd VP 
Debbi Korman, Secretary & Newsletter 
Julian Kaufman, Treasurer 
Toby Blake, Membership  
Dorothy Yellin, Librarian 
Nadene Goldfoot, Publicity  
Barbara Hershey, Programs  
Ron Doctor, Member at Large 
 

 


