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Even In Films 
By President Joe Mayer 

 
Since our last newsletter, a member of 
our JGSO group sent me an email 
recommending I watch EVERYTHING 
IS ILLUMINATED on DVD with Elijah 
Wood.  She said it was "touching, witty, 
funny and sad, too".  She directed me to 
http://wip.warnerbros.com/everythingisil
luminated/. 
 
I easily found the DVD at my local 
video store.  Who would have imagined 
that a popular actor would do a 
genealogy DVD about Jewish issues? 
Who would have imagined we�d be able 
to find it - not in the Synagogue library - 
but at any major video store.  I really 
enjoyed!  I think you will enjoy it!  
 
I think that genealogy as a hobby and as 
a profession is becoming even more 
main-stream. 
 
Thanks for what you all do for our 
JGSO.  I�m sure you know that many 
hands make light work.  We welcome 
anyone to be on our JGSO board.  If you 
are interested, please contact me, 503-
620 9710 joe.mayer@pgn.com, 
or any other JGSO board member. 
 

 
 

CALENDAR 
 

January 17                           
Speaker: Rabbi Jonathan Seidel, PhD 

Changes in Jewish Marriage and 
Divorce in Eastern Europe in the 19th 

and early 20th Century.                        
He has taught religion, philosophy and 

Judaic Studies 20 years at Stanford, 
Berkeley, Davis, Santa Cruz,, and now at the 

U of O and PSU and published articles on 
Jewish magic, mysticism, ethics, history, 

folklore                                            
Location:  Ahavath Achim Synagogue, 
3225 SW Barbur Blvd, Portland, 503-

694-5646 Sandra Shapiro                 
Time: 7:30 pm 

 
February 14 

Bennett Greenspan, Tracing Family 
Roots Through DNA, covering Jewish 

history, basic biology, YDNA and 
mtDNA. He is founder of Family Tree 

DNA. 
Location: Mittleman Jewish Community 
Center, 6651 SW Capitol Hwy, Portland 
� in the dance studio located to the left 
of the entry. 
Time:  7 pm  - Note earlier starting 
time! 

 
(calendar continued on P 2) 
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Calendar (continued) 

 
March 21 

Colleen Fitzpatrick, Getting the Most 
Out of Old Photographs.   

She is the author of Forensic Genealogy.  
Learn innovative new tools to make old 
photos reveal key information to solve a 

mystery. 
Time and Location to be announced 

 
April 

To be announced 
 

May 6 
 Annual Lunch at 12:30 

Speaker:  Warren Blatt, editor-in-
chief of JewishGen, primary internet 

site for Jewish genealogy. 
  He is the author of 2 books on 

genealogy, the recipient of IAJGS 
Lifetime Achievement Award in 

Jerusalem. 
Location:  Mittleman Jewish 

Community Center 
 

June 
To be announced 

 
 

CBS 60 Minutes 12/17 
Featured was a segment on recent 
disclosure of Nazi files maintained deep 
in Germany to be made available at 
some time in the future.  Expect 
JewishGen to be the best source of 
information about how and when they 
will be made available to genealogy 
researchers.   
(source: Vivian Kahn H-SIG 
coordinator) 
 
 
 
 

 
Success Breeds Success 

By Nadene Goldfoot 
Because I had been stymied in finding 
more information about my grandfather, 
Nathan Goldfoot, I started working on 
all my relatives and their spouses.  
Success breeds success, and I found a 
great deal of information about my 
cousin's husband's family, Larry Policar, 
member of Ahavet Achim Synagogue, 
which is the location of our genealogy 
meetings of late.  When I mentioned that 
I was interested in the Sepharidic history 
in the last meeting and mentioned 
Policar  a lady in the audience said she 
wanted to talk to me after the meeting as 
she was also a Policar.  As it turned out, 
she was the sister of Larry, a person I did 
not have on the tree.  I have since 
forwarded to her all the information that 
I have and she was most happy about it.  
That's what we amateur genealogists do, 
share information.  I found out that I 
have a few omissions (her and her 
family for one) and a few errors.  That's 
the case.  We always need feedback and 
more information to get it right.  It's a 
work in progress.  
 
Researching UK Jewish genealogy?   
The recommended website is 
jewishgen.org/JCR-UK. Click on links. 
Scroll down and find gems such as: 

Poor Jews Temporary Shelter database 
of approximately 43,000 Jews who 
stayed at the shelter in London during 
1896-1914. 

2007 IAJGS Conference 
To be held in Salt Lake City 

July 15-20 at the Hilton SLC Center. 
Registration is now open. 

Visit website www.slc2007.org for 
details. 

http://www.slc2007.org
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JGSO Library 
Location:  Neveh Shalom, 2900 SW 
Peaceful Lane, Portland 97239 
503 246-8831 ext 18 
Some of the books available in our 
library: 
 
The Immigrants� Children: Jewish and 
Italian Memories of Old South Portland, 
by Polina Olsen, people describe how 
their parents and grandparents left or 
often fled Europe and their day-to-day 
life once they settled. They recall 
synagogues within walking distance, the 
neighborhood Roma (Gypsies), Yiddish 
movies, and ethnic markets. People 
reminisce about junk peddlers, 
shopkeepers, wine making during 
Prohibition, and political organizations 
such as ICOR, the Soviet attempt to 
create a Jewish homeland in Siberia. 
 
A Walking Tour of Historic Jewish 
Portland  by Polina Olsen,  leads you to 
sites once important to the community.   
Each stop includes a photograph, 
description and memories of people who 
grew up in the neighborhood. 
 
Jewish Roots in Poland, (1997) 446 pgs,  
and  
Jewish Roots in Ukraine and Moldova 
(1997) 624 pages, 
both by Miriam Weiner  
pages from the past and archival 
inventories 
 
Judaic Scholar Digital Reference Library 
on CD-ROM, containing  
*History of the Jews in Russia and 
Poland by Simon Dubnow. 3 volumes 
*A History of the Jews by Heinrich 
Graetz. 6 volumes 
*A History of the Marranos by Cecil 
Roth.  

1901-1906 Jewish Encyclopedia 12-
volumes plus index  
View the list of books in PDF format at 
http://www.avotaynu.com/books/JudaicS
cholarDigitalReferenceLibrary.pdf  
 

Yad Vashem 
www.yadvashem.org, 

Yad Vashem is issuing an urgent call to 
recover the names of victims of the 
Holocaust.  Pages of Testimony (PoT) 
preserving their memory are completed 
by survivors or their descendants, as 
well as friends of the deceased.  Central 
Database currently contains over three 
million names.  There were six million 
who perished. 
 
To submit PoT, visit website (above), 
click on Commemorate Shoah Victims: 
Submit Pages of Testimony 
To find submitters of PoT, contact 
Martha Lev-Zion, Director IAJGS 
Martha@bgu.ac.il 
 
 

Teen genealogy fellowships available  
The Center for Jewish History in New 
York has an excellent summer 
genealogy program for students in 
grades 9-12.  
 
The Samberg Family History Program, 
co-sponsored by the American Jewish 
Historical Society, is seeking 
outstanding high school students to 
receive attendance fellowships, with full 
scholarships, for this academic summer 
program to run July 2-27. 
 
No previous genealogical experience is 
required. Included: embarking on a 
personal journey from past to future, 
visiting the city's historic institutions,  
(continued ) 
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Teen Genealogy Fellowships 
(continued from preceding page) 
creating personal family trees and 
learning about Jewish history. 
 
For more information, e-mail 
samberg@cjh.org, or apply online  
 
 

Don Your Explorer�s Cap? 
 

Direct your safari to  
www.jewishgen.org. 

 
 Let your camel take a long rest while 
you check out what is available, 
including: 
 
Landsmanschaft societies 

Stories of inspiration 
Jewish calendar 

Surnames 
Don�t neglect familyfinder 

 
There�s so much more!  Let this site be 
your oasis! 

 
 

 
 

Why I Attend? 
By Eileen Starr 

 
I�m very good at finding excuses for not 
going out at night after yet another busy 
day!  But I am serious about research on 
my family, and I need all the help I can 
get.  Steve Morse�s October presentation 
was a huge help to me.  Ron Aron�s in 
December ranks way up there as well. 
 
He calls his lecture The Internet Beyond 
JewishGen & Steve Morse�s Website.  
What more can there be?  With 3 pages 
of websites which he explained well, 

I�ve found several that will help me 
answer some questions. 
 
We all know about Google and 
MapQuest, but in addition here are two 
which  give a different perspective: 
www.local.live.com 
www.propertyshark.com (history of a 
building). 
I�m hunting for the apartment building in 
Greenwich Village in NYC where we 
first lived when we got married in 1951!  
What a great addition to a volume of Our 
Family History! 
 
Frustrated because so many important 
records are in a foreign language?  
There�s help! 
www.leo.org (German to English) 
www.yiddishdictionaryonline.com 
www.poltran.com (Polish/English) 
JewishGen�s ViewMate 
 
Why do I attend JGSO meetings? 
There�s always something to be learned 
that may be of help to me in our family 
research. 
 
 
Breaking Through Brick Walls 

Some Ideas shared by Hal Bookbinder at 
the IAJGS conference in NYC. 

To help get family members to open up: 
1. for women, use the kitchen to 

relax in. 
2. write a family story and share it. 

Others will offer corrections. 
3. bring along a photo or heirloom 

to trigger comments 
4. it may be necessary to accept 

answers to 2-3 questions, rather 
than the 50 you�d like to ask 

5. don�t criticize or correct, with 
word or body language 

For finding lost living relatives, try 
www.privateeye.com � free sample.   

mailto:samberg@cjh.org
http://www.jewishgen.org
http://www.local.live.com
http://www.propertyshark.com
http://www.leo.org
http://www.yiddishdictionaryonline.com
http://www.poltran.com
http://www.privateeye.com
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Basic Internet Search 
Techniques 

Some ideas shared by Barbara Ellman at 
the IAJGS Conference in NYC. 
 
Use logical connectors to reduce the 
number of irrelevant results: 
 
*AND� for 2 or more distinct words 
located anywhere in a document; 
*OR � for one or all of 2 or more distinct 
words 
*NOT or AND NOT � to exclude 
specific words from the search 
(example: Roosevelt NOT Franklin) 
*NEAR or ADJ (adjacent) � to find 2 
words near, not necessarily next to each 
other in the document  (example:  
Woods NEAR family OR genealogy 
 
To research old court house records, 
know the type of record desired, then 
contact the appropriate municipality, 
county or state department.   
Verify: 
 Hours of operation 
 Data required 
 Fees charged 
 Time required to access 
information requested. 
 
Court documents include civil, contract, 
criminal, negligence, and 
probate/guardianship matters. 
 

Reminder: 
January 17       Rabbi Jonathan Seidel, 

Changes in Jewish Marriage and 
Divorce in Eastern Europe in the 19th 

and early 20th Century.                        
Ahavath Achim Synagogue, 3225 SW 

Barbur Blvd, Portland, 7:30 pm 
 

February 14 
Bennett Greenspan 

Jewish Genealogical Society of Oregon 
(JGSO) 

Membership is open to all, regardless of 
religious background or level of 

experience.  Members range from those 
just starting in genealogy to long-time 

family researchers.                 
Membership is for the calendar year.  

Send check for dues to: 

Jewish Genealogical Society of Oregon          
PO Box 19736                            

Portland, Oregon 97280 

Yearly Dues                                        
$23 for individuals                               

$30 for family                                     
$10 student  

Membership benefits include                
free copy of Getting Started in Jewish 
Genealogy: A Handbook for Beginners        

Quarterly newsletter Shalshelet               
Meeting notices                           

Monthly meetings Sept � June (free)           
($2 contribution requested of non members)                                                  
Free access to JGSO reference library and 

checkout privileges for cd-roms & 
videotapes 

Direct questions to Ron Doctor, 
rondoctor@earthlink.net 

 Meets monthly September through June 

Officers                                                             
Joe Mayer, Pres.  Joe.Mayer@pgn.com         

Joan Teller, 1st VP, Programs                      
Sandra Shapiro, 2nd VP, Outreach                

Golda Edwards, Secretary                            
Julian Kaufman, Treasurer 

Board Members                                          
Ronald Doctor, Membership                      

Harvey Schulzinger, Librarian                    
Nadene Goldfoot, Publicity                         

Eileen Starr, newsletter                                      

mailto:rondoctor@earthlink.net
mailto:Joe.Mayer@pgn.com
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