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NEW CONNECTIONS                              

By Nadene Goldfoot 

I have my tree posted at 
www.ancestry.com as well as on 
JewishGen.  

Recently, I received an E-mail from a 
person inquiring about Mesher, a name 
on my tree. One of the surnames of my 
cousin’s wife was Mesher. We started 
corresponding and sharing information 
and I found out that this person was in 
Jerusalem, Israel. Soon another person 
contacted us from Seattle, giving more 
information than I’d ever find in either 
website. This was first person family 
information.  

I’m sure I’ve added about 300 people 
now, and the tree has gone back and 
forth as I load it with information from 
the two recipients. When we get all the 
new facts into my program and they are 
corrected by my two new friends, I’ll 
send the updated tree into Ancestry 
again. Being I have 11,700 on my tree 
which is too many to send successfully 
into JewishGen, I need some help in not 
the making of a copy, but in cutting it to 
send into JewishGen.  

 

 

The fellow in Jerusalem is tickled that he 
has found such an extensive family that 
he knew nothing about. He even 
telephoned me from Jerusalem to say 
so. Being rather busy in Israel, he has 
no time or money to spend on this new 
hobby and is very grateful for all the 
information he has received. The lady in 
Seattle is now addicted to genealogy, 
she stated. We’ve had a lot of fun and 
hope to meet soon. She’s given me an 
invitation to her home in Seattle. I feel 
like I’ve discovered a new part of my 
own family, too. 

[Nadine is JGSO publicity chairperson] 

SEPTEMBER MEETING 

 
EXCITING DEVELOPMENTS FROM 

THE IAJGS CONFERENCE IN  
SALT LAKE CITY 

 
SEPTEMBER 18, 2007 

7:00 p.m. - LIBRARY OPEN 
7:30 p.m. - MEETING STARTS 

PANEL DISCUSSION 
 

LOCATION:  
NEVE SHALOM 

2900 SW Peaceful Lane 
Portland  
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NOTES FROM THE 

EDITOR 
By Debbi Korman                                               
 

To build your family tree, you need to 
have a plan and an organized record 
keeping system. If you have those two 
things under control, nothing will stand 
in your way --- not foreign languages, 
not uncooperative foreign archives, not 
closed mouthed relatives, not even fear 
of computers - nothing!    
 
I began my search in 1988. I read a 
column called "Shaking Your Family 
Tree" where the author wrote that the 
LDS had microfilmed all of the 
Hungarian vital records! I thought that 
the three branches of my tree which 
were Hungarian would unfold like a 
flower for me, so off I went to the giant 
LDS library in Los Angeles. When I 
arrived in the large film room, reality 
struck - I was surrounded by cabinet 
after cabinet containing thousands of 
rolls of microfilm. I stood there with such 
a confused expression on my face that 
one of the helpers walked up to me and 
said "Are you all right, dear?"  I was all 
right, but I had no plan and I suddenly 
knew I needed one. 
 
My initial plan was simple - I made up a 
group sheet for each family, showing 
grandparents, parents and children. 
There were spaces for birth, marriage 
and death dates, and spouse names. 
Later on I added spaces for census 
information and passenger arrivals. I 
filled what I knew, and then called my 
parents and some other relatives for 
more information. My goal was to fill in 
the blanks on the group sheets using 
the LDS records. I also set up one folder 
for each family in order to organize 
letters, records, notes, etc. I worked 

backwards, methodically, from my 
grandparents, filling in my group sheets.  
 
Another important component in my 
plan was network in order to expand my 
"how to" knowledge for my genealogy 
search, and to meet like minded people 
with whom I could share my discoveries 
and from whom I could learn to do my 
research.  
 
Research and Organization Tips 
  
So, here are some organization and 
research tips that have served me well: 
 

1. Take good notes of where you 
find information. Write down the 
microfilm number, the book and 
page, internet database, etc. 
Often you will want to go back to 
those sources and take another 
look. Besides, you always want 
documentation of your facts.  

 
2. Set up a database for your 

information and enter new data 
right away. The database can be 
handwritten group sheets, a 
family tree drawn on paper, or 
computer software.  If you let 
information pile up without 
organizing it, two things will 
happen - it will become 
overwhelming and genealogy 
won't be fun. You may also miss 
important connections that will be 
revealed by displaying your data.  

 
3. Talk to your relatives NOW - 

eldest first. Make a list of 
questions designed to elicit 
information about older 
generations, names of ancestral 
towns, immigration stories, etc. 
The book by Arthur Kurzweil 
From Generation to Generation 
includes a fabulous outline for an 
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interview. A good tactic for 
getting older relatives to share 
information is to provide wrong 
information, which they will feel 
duty-bound to correct. 

 
4. Ask you relatives for old photos. 

When I found out that my great 
grandmother's pictures of all of 
her siblings had been tossed out 
during a move, I nearly cried. 
When you get the photos, record 
the names of the people depicted 
and, if possible, the approximate 
date the photos were taken. 

 
5. Use the internet for research, but 

remember serendipity and hard 
work are huge factors. My great 
grandfather's first name was 
Bernat. I would never have found 
his death certificate for 1921 
searching for Bernat or Bernard 
in an on line computer index. For 
some unexplained reason his 
death certificate said "Berman." I 
found him by looking at death 
certificates on microfilm for all 
1921 deaths of male Lefkowitzes 
whose first names started with 
"B" in Manhattan.  

 
So, here I am nearly 20 years later. My 
little folders have grown to shelves full of 
notebooks. My family trees stretch back 
to the late 1700s and early 1800s.  I 
have been to the ancestral towns of 
three of my foreign born grandparents. 
The resources that are available have 
grown from a precious few on microfilm 
to thousands at the LDS, on the internet, 
in books, and in archives. I use a 
computer program to keep track of my 
extended families and create the trees 
that I once drew by hand.  
 
By the way - that columnist exaggerated 
about the Hungarian records. They only 

spanned from the 1850s to the 1890s 
and did not include any records for 
outside of the current borders of 
Hungary. Still, I have been able to 
document my family in Budapest back to 
the 1830s. As for my other Hungarian 
families who lived in areas that are now 
Eastern Slovakia and Western Ukraine - 
I expect to still be researching 20 years 
from now.  
 

NEW INFORMATION 
ADDED TO JRI -

POLAND ON LINE 
DATABASE 
Abstracted From JRI-PL SIG Posting 
 
The value of JRI-Poland to researchers 
with Polish ancestry is legendary. At the 
recent Jewish Genealogy convention in 
Salt Lake, Stan Diamond, the initial 
driving force (and a continuing driving 
force) behind JRI-Poland made the 
following remarks about its current 
status and its potential if sufficient funds 
can be found: 
 
"In addition to the more than 3 million 
records online and available for 
searching, we have indices to  
hundreds of thousands of records, from 
dozens of towns that can’t be added to 
our database; let me repeat, we have 
indices to hundreds of thousands of 
records, from dozens of towns that can’t 
be added to our database. Why? 
Because sufficient funds haven’t been 
raised to pay back the costs of 
transcribing the index pages purchased 
from the Polish State Archives, and the 
data entry work by our team in Poland.  
And until those funds are raised for a 
town, that data simply will not be 
available for searching in our  
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database. Regrettably, this shortfall 
applies to more than 125 towns." 
 
Fortunately, many new indexes have 
recently come online: 
 
Eastern Galicia Indices  
 
Over 32,000 index entries from following 
28 eastern Galician towns have been 
added:  
 
Bialy Kamien: 1898-1903 births 
Bolechow/Bolekhov: 1894-1904 deaths 
Bolszowce/Bolshovtsy: 1901-1905 birth  
   (prior to 1901, Bolszowce records 
were included in Bursztyn) 
Borszczow/Borshchev: 1900-1905 
marriages 
Boryslaw/Borislav: 1904-1905 births, 
marriages, and deaths 
Brzezany/Berezhany: 1903-1905 births 
and 1900-1904 deaths 
Drohobycz/Drogobych: 1904-1905 
births, marriages, and deaths 
Gologory: 1898-1905 births 
Jaryczow Nowy/Novyy Yarchev: 1904-
1905 deaths 
Kolomyja: 1904-1905 births, marriages, 
and deaths 
Komarno: 1896-1902 births 
Kozlow: 1896-1904 deaths 
Lwow/Lviv/Lemberg: 1863-1876 births 
Mikulince/Mikulintsy: 1903-1904 deaths 
Nawariya: 1904-1905 births, 1902-1903, 
1905 marriages 
Podhajce/Podgaytsy: 1905 birth (Index 
only), 1904-1905 deaths 
Rawa Ruska/Rava Russkaya: 1900-
1904 deaths 
Sambor: 1904-1905 births, 1898-1905 
marriages 
Skalat: 1902-1905 births 
Sokal: 1902-1905 births, marriages, and 
deaths 
Stanislawow/Ivano Frankovsk: 1903-
1904 births 
Szczerzec/Shchirets: 1904 births, 1905 

deaths 
Tarnopol: 1904-1905 births, marriages, 
and deaths 
Winniki/Vinniki: 1904 births, 1902-1903 
deaths 
Zbaraz: 1904-1905 births 
Zborow: 1886-1905 deaths 
Zloczow/Zolochev: 1901-1904 births, 
1898-1903 deaths 
Zydaczow/Zhidachov: 1898-1904 births 
 
Bialystock Indices  
 
In addition, over 4,700 1904-1905 
Bialystok city birth, marriage and death 
index entries for 1904-1905 have been 
added. These entries were indexed from 
records at the Bialystok branch of the 
Polish State Archives.  
 
Indexing of the birth, marriage, and 
death records, on LDS microfilms, for 
the city of Bialystok is complete, and is 
online.  These index entries will show 
the type of record, the film number, and 
the AKT number. With this information 
you can order the film and then copy the 
appropriate record at your nearest LDS 
Family History Center.  
 
The following records were indexed at 
the Bialystok branch of the Polish State 
Archives. 
 
Births: 1888-1905 
Marriages: 1887-1905 
Deaths: 1888-90, 1892-94, 1897-1900, 
1902-05 
 
These records must be ordered directly 
from the Bialystok Archive, which has 
an English language website at 
http://www.bialystok.ap.gov.pl/english/in
dex.html. The email address for AGAD 
is sekretariat_ap@bialystok.ap.gov.pl. 
 
[It was suggested that the Email to the 
Archive be in English, with the 



 5 

information from the JRI-Poland 
database on the records that you want 
to acquire. Ask them to provide the full 
cost and method of payment. The reply 
to the Email will likely be in Polish] 
 

WARSAW JEWISH  
CEMETERY INDEX 
Abstracted from JRI-PL SIG post 
 
Jewish Records Indexing-Poland added 
information on an additional 7,400 
burials from the Warsaw Jewish 
Cemetery.  
 
The historic Warsaw Jewish Cemetery 
on Okopowa Street has been in 
continuous use since late in the 18th 
century and contains an estimated 
250,000 individual graves as well as 
mass graves of thousands of residents 
of the Warsaw Ghetto. While most of the 
gravestones have survived, the 
cemetery burial records were destroyed 
by Nazi forces during the WW II 
occupation of Warsaw.   
 
Starting in October 2003, Przemyslaw 
Isroel Szpilman, the new Cemetery 
Manager, commenced an aggressive 
project with a goal of documenting all 
the gravestones and their locations in 
the shortest possible time. Using a 
digital camera provided by JRI-Poland, 
work has proceeded at a brisk pace and 
with the recent update to the  
JRI-Poland database we now have over 
41,000 burials listed. Information on this 
database and how to obtain 
photographs of tombstones can be 
found at the following link 
 
http://www.jri-
poland.org/cemetery/warsaw_beisolam.
htm 
 

The Warsaw Cemetery also has a new 
website with a surname searchable 
database that is complementary to the 
JRI-Poland database.  The search 
results sometimes include the 
photograph of the tombstone. 
The url for their new website is 
http://www.cemetery.jewish.org.pl/  
 
 

CANADIAN 
PASSENGER LISTS 

TO BE INDEXED 
From Nu, What's New? 
 
Library and Archives Canada (LAC), a 
government agency, and Ancestry.ca, 
the Canadian subsidiary of 
Ancestry.com, have entered into a 
partnership to index and make available 
online the passenger lists of ship 
arrivals to Canada 1865–1935. The 
initial project will be the Quebec City 
passenger lists from 1870–1900, which 
comprise more than 750,000 names. 
 
In addition to the Canadian passenger 
list collection, later this year Ancestry.ca 
and LAC will also make available border 
crossings records from the United 
States to Canada that took place 
between 1908 and 1935, as well as 
other Canadian immigration forms. 
These additions will add to Ancestry.ca's 
already expansive Canadian Border 
Crossing Collection, which already 
includes more than four million names of 
individuals who crossed the Canadian-
U.S. border between 1895 and 1956. 
 
Additional information can be found at 
the Dick Eastman Newsletter site at  
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_
genealogy/2007/06/library_and_arc.html  
 



 6 

PRONUNCIATION 

GUIDES 
From Nu, What's New? 
 
Steve Lasky now has pronunciation 
guides for the Lithuanian, Magyar, 
Polish and Russian languages at his 
site, 
http://www.museumoffamilyhistory.com. 
It includes tables illustrating the different 
consonants, vowels, diphthongs, etc. of 
each language and a person native to 
the language pronouncing town names. 
It is best to link to the pronunciation 
guides from the site map located at 
http://www.museumoffamilyhistory.com/
sm.htm. Search for the word 
“pronunciation.” 
 

ARGENTINA 
SURNAMES INDEX 

AND BUENOS AIRES 
BURIAL DATABASE 
Abstracted from a post on 
JewishGen 
 
There is a useful index of about 38,000 
surnames in Argentina. It is helpful to 
those who are trying to determine 
whether their families immigrated to 
Argentina. The index supplements the 
database of four Ashkenazi cemeteries 
in Buenos Aires. 
 
The website is located at: 
http://surnames.rutrin.com.ar/enterenglis
h.htm 
 
A database of Buenos Aires Jewish 
burials may be searched on the website 
of AMIA (Asociación Mutual Israelita  
Argentina) -- 
www.amia.org.ar/difuntos.asp .  
 

LODZ CEMETERY  
Posted on JewishGen 
 
Steve Morse has created a One-Step 
search engine for the Lodz Cemetery 
database indexed by Marek Szukalak in 
Lodz. See Marek's Lodz Foundation 
website and the Cemetery Plan in 
English at:  
 
http://www.jewishlodzcemetery.org/cme
ntarzEN.html    
 
The url for Steve Morse's One-Step 
Search is:  
 
http://stevemorse.org/lodz/lodz.html 
 
When searching, the full name must 
match exactly.  So if you enter just the 
last name, it will not match exactly 
because the name in the record 
contains a first name as well. 
 

BE OPEN MINDED 

ABOUT NAMES 
By Debbi Korman 
 
A posting on one of the JewishGen 
SIGs by Annette Stolberg got me 
thinking about how narrowly viewing and 
interpreting names and their spellings 
can create unnecessary roadblocks to 
research. 
 
Annette's posting said 
 
"I ignored my grandmother's ship 
manifest for a long time because the  
information on it was "wrong" - i.e., Leal 
FEGELMAN traveled with a daughter by 
the name of Schepse and a boy by the 
name of Efraim.  Well, Schepse turned 
out to be a boy, who was my Uncle  
Samuel.  The given name data base 
lists Schepsil as the Hebrew  
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name, Schepse as a Yiddish name, and 
Samuel the name in the United States." 
 
If you are faced with an unfamiliar and 
seemingly bizarre word, that purports to 
be a name, try looking it up in one of the  
available resources on given names. 
Further, when looking it up, assume that 
it is not necessarily spelled correctly and 
consider names with alternate spellings. 
 
Some excellent references for given 
names are the JewishGen.org given 
names database and the bibliography of 
resources [under Infofiles]; and the 
books Jewish Personal Names, Their 
Origin, Derivation and Diminutive Forms 
by Rabbi Shmuel Gorr; Dictionary of 
Ashkenazic Given Names, by Alexander 
Beider; and Russian-Jewish Given 
Names, Their Origins and Variants, by 
Boris Feldblyum. 
 
First names frequently change 
 
It should also be remembered that early 
immigrants thought nothing of changing 
spellings, surnames, and first names. I 
have ancestors, particularly women, 
whose first names were different on 
every census record. My favorite is 
Sura, who became Sadie, then Sally 
and finally Seidel!  
 
Other examples in my family are equally 
surprising. My grandmother was Yiddis 
in Slovakia, traveled to the US as 
Julianna, spent the first decades of her 
life in the US as Edith, and, when my 
uncle married a woman named Edith, 
my grandmother changed her name 
again -to Ida.  
 
Discounting entries because name 
spellings  are not "quite right" will 
seriously hamper research. I recall 
helping one new researcher at the LDS 
to find her family in the 1920 census. 

We found a listing in the right city, with 
all of the right family first names. 
However she insisted that we had not 
found the right entry because this family 
spelled Sapperstein with two "p"s and 
her family always spelled the name with 
one "p".  
 
European immigrants, and especially 
their children, nearly always changed 
their first names to be more American. 
Frequently they changed their surnames 
too, without any official paperwork to 
show the transition. So, the lesson here 
is to keep a very open mind when 
considering whether a record belongs to 
your family members. 
 

YAD VASHEM  
NEWSLETTER 
From Nu, What's New? 
 
Yad Vashem has plans to publish a 
newsletter. You can subscribe at 
http://www.yadvashem.org/. Click the 
word “Subscribe” toward the upper right 
of the screen. 
 

 

NEW PINKAS 
HaKEHILLIOT FOR 

GERMANY 
From Nu, What's New? 

 
Yad Vashem has published additional 
volumes in its Pinkas HaKehillot 
(Encyclopedia of Jewish Communities) 
series, this time for “North West 
Germany.” It is published in two 
volumes which provide the history of the 
Jewish presence in 203 cities and towns 
including such major cities as Hamburg 
and Bremen. As is true of the previous 
volumes, the text is in Hebrew. The 
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geographic area covered is west of the 
historical border between the Federal 
Republic of Germany (West Germany) 
and the Former German Democratic 
Republic (East Germany). This includes 
the two Prussian provinces of Hanover 
and Schleswig-Holstein, the four free 
states—Brunswick, Lippe, Oldenburg 
and Schaumberg-Lippe—and the three 
free Hansa towns of Bremen, Hamburg 
and Lübeck. 
 
What is unusual about these volumes 
compared to previous ones of 
the Pinkas HaKehillot series is that a 
large number of individuals—6,000— 
are cited within the text and there is an 
index to their names. The place name 
index includes all places mentioned 
even if they are not one of the 203 cities 
cited. 
 

GREAT FIND ON  
E-BAY 
By  Debbi Korman 
 
This is a true story! 
 
My cousin's wife is an avid genealogist 
and she scans E-Bay periodically for 
postcards of her ancestral towns and 
other memorabilia. Recently, she came 
across a listing for a 100 year old 
photograph album from a small town in 
Washington State. Her family had lived 
in that town for many generations.  
 
When she pulled up the sample photo to 
look at - it was a picture of her 
grandmother!!  Needless to say, she bid 
furiously for this album, which was also 
desired by a dealer. She now has this 
treasure in her hands. 
 
 
 

JEWISHGEN ONLINE 

WORLDWIDE BURIAL 
DATABASE UPDATES 
Abstracted from a post by Joyce 
Field on JewishGen 
 
JewishGen is pleased to announce the 
addition of over 187,000 records and 
over 10,000 tombstone images to the 
JEWISHGEN ONLINE WORLDWIDE 
BURIAL REGISTRY (JOWBR). The 
database now contains over 800,000 
records in 1,810 cemeteries and 
landsmanschaft plots. 
 
Additions were made to the records of 
the following countries:  
Belarus, Canada, Egypt, England, 
Germany, Hungary, India, Israel,  
Italy, Lithuania, Netherlands Antilles, 
Poland, Romania, Slovakia,  
Switzerland, Syria, Ukraine, and United 
States. 
 
Significant contributions were made by 
the following persons and organizations. 
While all contributors are acknowledged 
and appreciated, we are pointing out the 
following for their extraordinary efforts. 
 
 Carolynne Veffer (JGS Toronto) -13    
Toronto cemeteries  
 
Bruno Segal - Botosani, Romania  
Terry Lasky - 11 Colorado cemeteries  
 
 Susan Melnick (Rauh Jewish Archives)  
 9 Pennsylvania cemeteries 
 
 Rabbi Ed Cohen - 185 Connecticut, 31  
 Western Massachusetts and 8 Rhode  
Island cemeteries  
 
 Gilda Kurtzman -  Significant additions    
and revisions of Israeli cemeteries 
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None of these accomplishments would 
have been possible without the  
efforts of Nolan Altman, JOWBR 
Technical Coordinator; Michael  
Tobias and Warren Blatt, JewishGen's 
amazing technical team; and  
the encouragement of Susan King, 
JewishGen's founder and Managing  
Director.  
 
Thanks also go to the team of volunteer 
translators that worked on 16 
cemeteries. Finally, without the 
donations of photographs and burial 
records by hundreds of individuals and  
organizations, this project would not be 
possible. . 
 

The JOWBR database is searchable at  
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/     
cemetery 

 

HUNGARIAN SHOAH 

DATABASE 
Abstracted from a posting on the 
Hungarian SIG 
 
Vivian Kahn recently came across the 
website of DEGOB, the National 
Committee for Attending Deportees, a 
Hungarian Jewish relief organization, 
at   http://degob.org/index.php.  The 
website has detailed information about 
the Hungarian Holocaust including 
scanned images of more than 3500 
personal testimonies as well as other 
background information. 

 

[Another excellent website which 
contains information about the fate of 
individual Jews who lived in the 
Hungarian territories including Hungary, 
Slovakia and Subcarpathian Ruthenia, 
is http://www.neveklarsfeld.org - Ed.] 
 

Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Oregon (JGSO) 

 

Membership is open to all, regardless of 
religious background or level of 

experience. Members range from those 
just starting in genealogy to long-time 
family researchers. Membership is for 

the calendar year. 
 

Send checks to: 
 

Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Oregon 

PO Box 19736 
Portland, Oregon 97280 

 
Yearly dues 

$23 for individuals 
$30 for family 
$10 student 

 
Membership benefits include a free copy 
of Getting Started in Jewish Genealogy: 

A Handbook for Beginners 
Quarterly newsletter Shalshelet 

Meeting notices 
Monthly meetings Sept-June (free) 

Free access to GJSO reference library 
With checkout privileges for cd-roms 

and videotapes 
 

Officers 
Joe Mayer, Pres. Joe.Mayer@pgn.com 
Joan Teller, 1st VP, Programs 
Sandra Shapiro, 2nd VP, Outreach 
Golda Edwards, Secretary 
Julian Kaufman, Treasurer 
 

Board Members 
Ronald Doctor, Membership 
Harvey Shulzinger, Librarian 
Nadene Goldfoot, Publicity 
Barbara Hershey, Programs 
Debbi Korman, Newsletter 
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