
  

  
 

Who�s Standing Next to 
Tanta Tillie? 

By President Joe Mayer 
 
I�m sure all of us have at our figure tips, 

an almost endless number of 
photographs that should be labeled with 
the names of those pictured.  If we don't 
know who they are, it won�t get easier as 
the older living relatives pass away. 
  
I am asked regularly when people see 
the Lucy-related picture on 
http://www.lucyfan.com/photoweek219.
html "which one are you?"  The answer 
is, we don't know, because no one put 
the names on the back of the pictures. 
  
Let�s make the contacts, ask the 

questions, and write down who�s who in 

our treasured pictures.  For the same 
reasons, let�s find a way to identify 
who�s in those new digital pictures we�re 
taking, so that later genealogists can 
know who�s standing next to Tanta 

Tillie. 
 
 
 
 

First meeting of the year 
7:30 pm    Wed. Sept 20 

Subject:  What�s New? Exciting 
Update from IAJGS Conference 

Speaker:  Ron Doctor 
 
 

Second Meeting: 
7:30 pm   Wed. October 11 

Subject: The New York 
Experience: Researching the NY 

Census and Ellis Island 
Speaker:  Steve Morse 

A must for every online researcher 
 

  Location:   
Congregation Ahavath Achim 

 3225 SW Barbur Blvd   
Portland, OR 97239  

 
 For your calendar: 

13 December � 9 a.m. � 3 p.m. 
Hanukkah & Holiday Gift Fair 

Congregation Neveh Shalom 
2900 SW Peaceful Lane, Portland 

Visit our table! 
 
 
 

 

Shalshelet 
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DNA & Our Genealogy 

By Ronald Subotnick 
 
At our annual brunch May 21st, Emily 
Aulicino, the guest speaker, introduced us 
to genetic genealogy.  She explained 
testing for the male Y-DNA which is 
passed on from father to son going back 
many generations unchanged except for 
minor mutations, and for MtDNA, or 
mitochondria DNA, which tests for the 
female DNA that is passed from mother to 
daughter. 
 
A variety of tests are available including 
12-marker tests for common ancestors 
prior to 600 years ago; 25-marker tests 
within the last 600 years;  37-marker 
within the last 300 years; 59-marker within 
the last 150 to 200 years.   
 
Group rates can be obtained by going 
through JGSO, Ron Doctor co-
administrator, or by joining an existing 
surname project created to determine if 
people with the same or similar surnames 
have a common ancestor.  
 
More information can be obtained at 
Family Tree DNA www.ftdna.com,  
 
Heritage: Civilization & the Jews A 
Timeline of Jewish History  
 
pbs.org/wnet/heritage/timeline.html  
 
Jewish History Resource Center links to 
Jewish communities in Eastern and 
Central Europe  
 
hum.huji.ac.il/Dinur/Internetresources/j
ewish_communities_in_europe.htm  
 

 
 

 
Finding Through Family 

Finder 
By Joan Teller 

 
Some time ago, I listed some of my 
family names on the JGSO website's 
Family Finder pages.  A few months ago 
I received a query about 2 of the names 
(Eda Arkush and Eda McIndoe) from a 
California attorney, Bob Etienne.  His 
mother's maiden name was Arkush. 
 
He recognized the other name as Eda's 
daughter.  They were his cousins. 
 
Lo and behold, he actually came to see 
me in Oregon!  We compared family 
trees!  Though my relatives were his 
relatives,  
he and I are not related to each other. 
 
The branch of the family that he knew 
about were my father's sister, Eda, who 
died in 1918. Because of his research, I 
now have telephone contact with  
Eda�s granddaughter in Connecticut and 

her grandson in Iowa. I have also spoken 
to several of her great grandchildren.  
They had not even known that my 
branch of their family existed! In a few 
weeks, we plan to meet each other in 
person. 
 
Bob has since moved to Oregon and last 
week, I got to see his entire collection of 
genealogy and where our branches 
entwine!! 
 
The purpose of this story is to remind 
everyone to "list those names".  Folks 
from far away DO read our website.. 
 
Help the odds!  You may get lucky as I 
did!! 
 

http://www.ftdna.com
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Looking for Faige and 
Finding Joey ! 

By Sandra Garfinkel Shapiro 
 
Expect surprises when doing family 
research! 
 
I knew little about my paternal 
grandmother except that her name was 
Faige Tzaporah Tenenbaum and she died 
in Divin, Belarus. Her husband, my 
grandfather, Velvil Garfinkel,  arrived in 
the US early in 1912, shortly after her 
death. By the time I started my family 
research in 1978, none of my relatives 
could provide any information on any 
Tenenbaums. After many months of 
waiting, a researcher in Belarus provided 
12 pages of data from the Grodno 
archive for the shtetls of Divin and the 
nearby larger Kobrin. 
 
It was a challenge going through the 
Tzarist government Revision (census) 
Lists, the data extending back to the 
middle of the 18th century. In the lists 
dated 1804, 1834, 1850 and 1853, the 
same names appeared over and over 
again, Iosel Gershko, Gershko Iosel, 
Gershko, Iosel. Charts didn�t seem to 

clarify the relationships. Then I sorted 
the data by first names, with listed birth 
dates and parents, according to shtetl 
location. . 
 
As I started to make sense of the 
information, I found a surprise tucked in 
the Divin listing for the Iosel Noehavicz 
Tenenbaum family: his son-in-law 
Kadysh Ioselevicz Rozenszejn. My great 
nephew Joey Hopkins was named for his 
maternal grandfather, Joseph Rosenshein 
and here was the relative named Kadysh, 
born in 1781, whose father�s name was 

Iosel (Joseph) Rosenszejn. At first I 
didn�t quite make the connection until I 

remembered that my sister�s husband 

Joe, for whom Joey was named, grew up 
in Middle Village, Long Island, New 
York, where many of the turn of the 
century Jewish immigrants from Divin 
had settled. It was family lore that Joe�s 

family was sort of �landslight� and now 

we had the connection back to the 18th 
century!   
 

Where�d That Name Come 
From? 

By Eileen Starr 
 

Wanting more information about a side 
of the family I knew nothing about, I 
emailed the cemetery where I knew my 
grandmother�s sister was buried.  A 

courteous reply suggested that I write a 
letter to the family of the deceased c/o 
the cemetery, and they would forward it 
to the address on file.  I did so. 
 
In response, I received an enthusiastic 
phone call from a 2nd cousin I didn�t 
know existed, who lives in Lake Tahoe, 
Nevada.  She is very interested in any 
information I have.  In fact, she did not 
know her grandmother had a sister!  
When I sent her what information I had, 
her response was pure delight at learning 
that she had been named after yet 
another sister of our grandmothers. 
 
In making this contact, I am delighted to 
1.  find a new relative, 2. help her get 
further information on her lines, and 3. 
share what information I have. 
 
As we shared pictures, I was able to send 
her an early photo of our grandmothers, 
which gave my cousin another view of 
her youthful, stylish grandmother. 
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Interested in New York City? 
Synagogues & Cemeteries 

 
www.bronxsynagogues.org 
 
www.museumoffamilyhistory.com/erc-
cr-001.htm 
for Manhattan, Brooklyn, Bronx, L.I. 
synagogues 1910, 1915, and cemeteries. 
 
www.mounthebroncemetery.com 
www.mountcarmelcemetery.com 
www.mountzioncemetery.com 
 
Mt. Zion still will take 
gravestone photos for a fee. You 
can see their policy on my 
cemetery directory page at 
www.museumoffamilyhistory.com/cp
-directory.htm . Note that on 
the same page I now have contact 
info for the Silver Lake and Mt. 
Richmond Cemeteries which are 
under the aegis of the Hebrew 
Free Burial Association. 
 
www.mountmoriahcemeteryofnewjers
ey.org  
 
note: www.stevemorse.org 
provides links to vital records 
info and much much more! 

Interested in Massachusetts? 

The Jewish Cemetery Association of 
Massachusetts has placed 55,000 burial 
records of the association's more than 
100 cemeteries online, available at no 
charge. 

Go to http://www.jcam.org, click on 
"Services," click "Genealogical Search" 
and then enter the name (or just the first 
four letters of the last name). Click on 
SEARCH. Some records may not be 
available for lack of date-of-death 
information. Due to poor record keeping 
from years ago, in some instances, 
information may be incorrect.  

Interested in Vienna?  
 
Duplicates of the birth-marriage-
death(BMD)records of the Vienna 
Jewish community 1826-1938 were 
filmed in 1980 by the Family History 
Library (FHL). Filming original records 
was begun in 2004 and hundreds of new 
films are showing up on FHL website. 
BMD records, Vienna, 1826-1938, with 
indexes (over 100 films) BMD records, 
Vienna, Turkish (Sephardic) community 
Proklamationen 1913-1937 
Versoehnungsbuch (Reconciliation 
book) 1921-1938  
Scheidungsbuch (Divorce book) 1905-
1942  
Uebergetretene (Conversions), some 
districts, index 1868-1941. 
Geburtsanzeigen (Birth notices) 1893-
1937 (196 films!!) Todesanzeigen 
(Death notices) 1931-May 1938)  
 
Interested in communities outside 
Vienna? 
 
Baden, Horn, Klosterneuburg, St. 
Poelten, Ybbs-Amstetten, Gross 
Enzersdorf, Lackenbach, Mattersburg, 
Eisenstadt, Rechnitz, Stockerau-
Korneuburg. 
 
FHL website: 
http://www.familysearch.org/,  
catalogue, place search,Vienna, Jewish 
records. 
 
Interested in Canada? 

1901, 1906, and 1911 censuses are 
indexed and free at 
http://automatedgenealogy.com/index.ht
ml, 

Also available at (fee based) 
www.Ancestry.ca  

http://www.bronxsynagogues.org
http://www.museumoffamilyhistory.com/erc-
http://www.mounthebroncemetery.com
http://www.mountcarmelcemetery.com
http://www.mountzioncemetery.com
http://www.museumoffamilyhistory.com/cp
http://www.mountmoriahcemeteryofnewjers
http://www.stevemorse.org
http://www.jcam.org
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://automatedgenealogy.com/index.ht
http://www.Ancestry.ca
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www.avotaynu.com/wagner.htm 
Genealogy As an Academic 
Discipline  by H. Daniel Wagner 
scholarly article touching on a number of 
scientific tools belonging to the "hard" 
sciences (biology, mathematics and even 
statistical physics) which have led to 
fundamental breakthroughs in  
understanding the larger issues of 
genealogy as a whole and of Jewish 
genealogy in particular. 
 
Indexed US Census Records 

(fee based) Ancestry.com announces it 
has now indexed the complete U.S. 
Census records from 1790 to 1930 and 
placed all the indexes online, along with 
images of the original records.  
(Ancestry.com is available without 
charge at all LDS fhc�s.) 
 
 

 
BOOKS OF INTEREST 

 
In JGSO library  

available for checkout   
Call 503 246 8831 ext 18 for 

summer hours, pm appts. 
 
Forensic Genealogy, Fitzpatrick 
 
DNA Tradition, Kleiman 
 
Trace Your Roots with DNA, 
Smolenya, & Turner 
 
DNA & Family History, Pomery 
DNA & Genealogy, Fitzpatrick & 
Yeiser. 
 
The Jewish Immigrant in England 
1870-1914, Gartner 
 

Missing library book: 
 Sephardic Genealogy Malka, Jeffrey 
2002. New Jersey: Avotaynu. 
 
 

Not in JGSO Library but 
perhaps of interest to 

some� 
 
The Jewish immigrant in England, 1870-
1914, 3rd edition pub 2001, Lloyd P. 
Gartner (Tel Aviv Univ). Ptd distr 
www.vmbooks.com Cost at Amazon 
$69.95 new, $53.80 new from Amazon 
partners, $28.95 new from Powells. 
 
A Guide to Jewish Genealogy in Latvia 
& Estonia, Arlene Beare Pub by JGS of 
Great Britain - July 2006,144 pages 
paperback, Price: £6.75 UK, 

£8.95(US$16) prices include postage 
 
The Immigrants� Children, Jewish and 

Italian Memories of Old South Portland� by 

Polina Olsen,  available at Powell�s and 

Annie Bloom�s Bookstores. 

 

Do you have a story to share? 
Have you found a helpful 
website? We welcome your input.  
Email -starreil@comcast.net 
 
 
 
Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Oregon meets monthly September 
through June. 
 
 Officers 
Joe Mayer, Pres. 
Joe.Mayer@pgn.com 
Joan Teller, 1st VP, Programs  
Sandra Shapiro, 2nd VP, Outreach 
Golda Edwards, Secretary 
Julian Kaufman, Treasurer 
 Board Members 
Ronald Doctor, Membership 
Harvey Schulzinger, Librarian 
Joan Teller, Programs 
Eileen Starr, newsletter 
 

 

http://www.avotaynu.com/wagner.htm
http://www.vmbooks.com
mailto:-starreil@comcast.net
mailto:Joe.Mayer@pgn.com
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Interested in WW2 Draft 

Cards? 
The "old man's registration.", conducted 
on 27 April 1942, registered men who 
were born on or between 28 April 1877 
and 16 February 1897, is available at 
(fee-based) Ancestry.com  for Arkansas, 
Connecticut, Delaware, Indiana, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico, Rhode 
Island, Vermont, Virginia, West 
Virginia. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From: 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Oregon 
(JGSO) 
P O Box 19736 
Portland, OR 97280 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Address Correction Requested  
Interested in Personal 

Historians  Conference? 
Association of Personal Historians will 
meet in Portland on October 4-8, 
including workshops on creating video 
biographies, making the past come alive, 
working with the elderly, oral history 
interviews. www.personalhistorians.org. 
 

ShtetlMaster 
A new JewishGen system to link all of 
JewishGen's databases and information 
for a particular surname and/or town 
should be publicly available soon. 

http://www.personalhistorians.org

