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Calendar of Coming Events 
 
Nov. 15 � Shelly Dardashti   Research, 
Resources, and History of Sephardic and 
Ashkenazi Jews of Turkey and Isle of 
Rhodes  at 7:30 pm at Ahavath Achim, 3225 
SW Barbur Blvd, Portland.  She comes to us 
all the way from Israel. 
 
Dec 20  - Ron Arons Using the Internet 
Beyond Jewishgen and Steve Morse's Web 
Site.  - time and place to be announced 
 
January program to be announced 
 
Feb 14  - Bennett Greenspan, Using 
Genetic Genealogy to Further Family 
Genealogical Research.  He is President of 
Family Tree DNA, the world�s largest DNA 

testing company for Genealogy and 
Anthropology. 
 
 
Mar 21 -  Colleen Fitzpatrick, Getting the 
Most Out of Old Photographs.  She is the 
author of Forensic Genealogy.  Learn 
innovative new tools for getting the most 
information out of old photos. Even small 
details can sometimes reveal key 
information for solving a mystery.  
 
(Calendar continued on P 2) 
 
 
 

  
Beginning Again 

By President Joe Mayer 
 
I think I have finally reached the point of 
beginning again.   
 
Several years ago, I attempted research into 
my father�s line.  I met with dismal failure.  

I faced �family traditions� that seemed to 
block every attempt I made.   I could locate 
no sources relating to my father�s place of 
origin.  It was easy to shelve the project 
indefinitely.  Does this sound familiar to any 
of you? 
 
What has brought me to the point of 
beginning again? 
 
First, Ron Doctor�s presentation in 

September opens up more possibilities for 
research than I ever imagined!  There are 
records out there! 
 
Second, Ellis Island is no longer a mystery, 
thanks to Steve Morse�s instruction in 

October.  I highly recommend 
stevemorse.org to everyone! 
 
I just got my login at 
http://www.jewishgen.org/.  I encourage all 
who do not yet have a JewishGen login to 
get one, and register at least one family 
surname and location.  If you want help, 
please call me, or another JGSO friend. 
 
I hope to report success soon! 

id29968750 pdfMachine by Broadgun Software  - a great PDF writer!  - a great PDF creator! - http://www.pdfmachine.com  http://www.broadgun.com 

http://www.jewishgen.org/
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Calendar (cont. from P 1) 
April program to be announced 
 
May 6 � Annual Brunch with special 
speaker Warren Blatt.  To mention only 
a little about him, he is editor-in-chief of 
JewishGen, primary internet site for 
Jewish genealogy; author of 2 books on 
genealogy, recipient of IAJGS Lifetime 
Achivement Award in Jerusalem. 
 
June program to be announced 
 
Readers must surely notice the high 
caliber of speakers scheduled for 2006-
2007 JGSO meetings!  We are most 
fortunate! 
 
 

Another calendar item: 
Dec 3 � Hanukkah Fair at Neveh Shalom, 
2900 SW Peaceful Lane, Portland 9 am � 
3 pm.  Check out JGSO table to help you 
get going again on your research. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WELCOME 
NEW  JGSO MEMBERS 

Ellen Notbohm 
Audrey Jarach 

Dr Betty & Jacob Reiss 
Lee Ayer 

Jeff Babener 
Walter & Roberta Hellman 

Lorraine Greyson 
Nancy Christie 
Melinda Bronte 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Steve Morse Revisited 
By Debbi Korman 

 
Each time I hear Steve Morse�s 

presentations, I am reminded of his 
invaluable contributions.    
 
Before moving to Oregon recently, I was 
lucky enough to live near the 2nd largest 
Family History Library in the US. Because 
we had all of the major microfilm 
collections, we could plod, box by box, 
through the reels of the NY State census 
looking for our families because that was 
easier than going through the process of 
determining the correct AD and ED 
numbers. In fact, researchers wrote on the 
outside of the boxes the names of the streets 
included on the various reels to make the 
search a little less frustrating. The search 
would have been a prohibitively expensive 
nightmare without total access to the reels of 
films needed to determine the AD and ED 
numbers, and to the films of the actual 
censuses. Steve's online finding aids allow 
us to skip the box search and go directly to 
the correct AD and ED numbers, and hence 
the correct rolls of film. The NY State 
census information is worth it.  
 
As for Steve's One Step forms for Ellis 
Island records, I can only say that I was one 
of those insane people who got up at 2 a.m. 
to get onto the frustratingly slow Ellis Island 
website. Once Steve came up with his One 
Step forms, the search was infinitely more 
successful for me. 
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Links for Localities 
 
New York City 
 
Mt. Ararat Cemetery located in Lindenhurst, 
Suffolk County, New York (mailing address is 
Farmingdale) founded in 1929, first burial 1933 
contains more than 45,000 burials but no society 
plots.  
 www.mountararatcemetery.com  
 
 
Hungary 
 
13,000 entries added to the Hungarian Census 
Record 1781-1850 database. 
<http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Hungary/
CensusOther.htm> 
 
Hungarian SIG is about three-quarters of the way 
through the census records for the counties of 
Lipto, Maramaros, Moson, Nograd, Saros, and 
Szepes.  Previously completed counties include 
Arva, Trencsen, and Zemplen.   
 
 
Massachusetts 
 
Massachusetts Death Index. only  1841-1910. 
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/vitalrecordssearch/Vi
talRecordsSearch.aspxRon Doctor (JGSO 
Membership Chairman) has done business with 
the Massachusetts Archives by mail and email, 
and he reports they are awesome.  They send 
copies of actual records for 50¢ each, and their 

records go back to the 17th century.  One need 
only email them the information and they will 
respond, although it does take a few weeks. 

Canada  

http://www.collectionscanada.ca/immigrants.  
Passenger lists (RG 76) were the official 
immigration documents from 1865 to 1935, with 
information such as name, age, country of origin, 
occupation and destination of each passenger. 
Lists are organized by port and date of arrival: 
Québec (1865-1921), Halifax (1881-1912, to 
1922 shortly), Saint John (1900-1912), North 
Sydney (1906-1908), Vancouver (1905-1912)             
Victoria (1905 to 1912 shortly). 

 

JGSO Library 

Help!  A book is missing! Check your 
bookshelves for 

Dictionary of Sephardic Surnames, by 
Faiguenboim, Valdares, Compagnano 

Where is our library located? 

Neveh Shalom, 2900 SW Peaceful Lane, 
Portland 97239 

503 246-8831 ext 18 

What is available to be checked out? 

Books, including 

The Jewish Immigrant in England 1870-
1914, by Lloyd P Gartner 

Videos and DVDs of past presentations, 
including Steve Morse�s October 

instruction 

Syllabus and CDs of IAJGS recent 
International Conference held in New 

York City (see separate article) 

Jewish Genealogical Society of Oregon 
Meets monthly September through June 

Officers                                                             
Joe Mayer, Pres.  Joe.Mayer@pgn.com         

Joan Teller, 1st VP, Programs                      
Sandra Shapiro, 2nd VP, Outreach                

Golda Edwards, Secretary                            
Julian Kaufman, Treasurer 

Board Members                                          
Ronald Doctor, Membership                      

Harvey Schulzinger, Librarian                   
Nadene Goldfoot, Publicity                         

Eileen Starr, newsletter                                     
We welcome your success stories!  

starreil@comcast.net 

http://www.mountararatcemetery.com
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/vitalrecordssearch/Vi
http://www.collectionscanada.ca/immigrants
mailto:Joe.Mayer@pgn.com
mailto:starreil@comcast.net


 4 

  

IAJGS INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES 

2007 Conference will be held at the Salt Lake City Hilton City Center Hotel.  Conference 
planning will include time to utilize the Family History Library.  Dates are July 15-20, 2007. 

2008 Conference will be in Chicago. 

2006 Conference was held in New York City.  JGSO has copies of the syllabus and CDs of 
the sessions.  These may be checked out of JGSO library at Neveh Shalom (see separate 

listing).   

A list of only a few of the subjects covered follows: 

 

115 The Wandering Jew: from France to Italy 
to Eastern Europe to North America & Israel.  
144 Uncovering Surnames in Patronymic and 
early JRI-Poland Records 

Steve Morse presentations                           
147�One-Step Webpages                               
148   What color Ellis Island Search form to 
use?                                                                  
149 Hide and Seek in 1910-1930 Census      
150 Deep & deeper linking                            
151 Creating One-Step Search tools 

163  E. Europe Magnate Landowner Records 
173 Court Records                                         
190 Research Repositories for Jewish 
Genealogy in the Washington DC area        
191 Pre-1826 Polish Parish Records in Jewish 
research                                                           
192 Using Prague Archives, Jewish History 
and DNA to establish family routes              
195 Using a Research Outline to focus 
genealogical research                                     
196 Using Internet Resources to find living 
descendants                                                     
209  Hidden Treasures Budapest Libraries 
221  Resources in Chicagoland                     
231  Breaking thru Genealogical brick walls 
243  Polish Research tour JRI-Poland website 
246  Changing map of Eastern Europe � 
where did that town go?                                 

 

 

 

253  Lithuanian Research � latest updates  
258 Greek Jews and the Holocaust 

259  How to find 19th Century Polish 
Language records and unlock their secrets  

265  Kremenets Ukraine Translation Projects: 
Vital Records, Yizkor Books, Revizskaya 
Skazka  (Presenters: our own Ron Doctor, 
Sheree Roth)                   

269  Genealogy of a Tenement: online 
resources for NYC building histories           
274  Understanding, Using Property Records 
291 Archival Holdings in Ukraine, Moldova, 
Belarus, Lithuania, Poland                             

308 Genealogical Resources for Jews of 
Ottoman and Modern Turkey                      
309 Tracing the History of Jewish Families in 
Historical Archives of Ukraine                      
310 Search Ashkenazi Jews outside the Pale of 
Settlement: Caucasus area                                                                          
357 Gazetteers and Research in the Kingdom 
of Hungary                                                      
380 Transcarpathian/Hungarian Research 
and Travel: archives, villages, cemeteries     

392 Citizenship: US Naturalization records 
396 Gen. Resources at the National Archives 
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MISSING PIECES 
 

By Jacqueline Lerner Aderman 
 
The flyer read �Connecting with your 

ancestors� meditation and journaling 

facilitated by Susan Courtney.  I have been 
exploring the missing pieces in the Lerner 
family for more than five years, listening to 
experts, visiting NARA offices (in Seattle & 
New York), ferreting out clues from census 
records and posts through Jewish genealogy. 
 
Along with about a dozen people, I attended 
the workshop held at the Native American 
Student Center at PSU on September 8th.  At 
that moment, I had names, dates, no photos 
or images of the Lerner family, other than a 
few photos of my father.  For this exercise,   
I visualized my father, �Sam� sitting next to 

me, talking adult to adult.  Susan asked if 
she could interview me for her thesis 
project.    On Sept. 12th, I shared more with 
her about my family history and my 
frustration of not knowing anyone in the 
Lerner family.    
 
From time to time, I receive emails from 
people wanting to locate �Lerner� relatives, 
but we have not been related.  The evening 
of Sept. 12th, I checked my email.  The 
subject line read :  Lerner/Wenger family.  I 
read further  ��There seems little doubt 
that you and I must be first cousins!  I can 
hardly believe it, because I never knew that 
your father existed.  My mother never 
mentioned him.  Nor did I even know the 
first name of my maternal grandfather��  
 
As I read further, the names and dates added 
up to �we�re first cousins.�  I put  
 
 

 
my hand over my mouth in absolute 
disbelief and began crying.   Evelyn�s 

husband, Roy, had just begun researching 
Lerner/Wenger family a few days prior.  
They found my email address through 
Jewish genealogy posts. 
 
Since the initial contact, we�ve spoken and 

exchanged emails and family photographs.  
Through my cousin, Evelyn, I now know 
what shtetl my paternal grandparents came 
from and that her mother, �Sarah� (my 

father�s sister) was married three times, 

which explains why I couldn�t find her on 

the census records. Evelyn and I have filled 
in some missing pieces for one another.   
We�re working together, along with a great-
great cousin who is cataloging family 
information. 
 
Of course, I called Susan and shared the 
good news.  There will be another 
�connecting with your ancestors� November 

17th  at NASC from 1-2:30pm free.  Contact 
Susan for more information: 
susan@eAardvark.com. 
 
On Yom Kippur, 5767 I said �kaddish� for 

my father�s parents, his brother and sister, 

because they were now REAL 
Baruch Hashem 
L�shanah tovah 
 

 

mailto:susan@eAardvark.com
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Family Traditions and Misspellings 

by Nadene Goldfoot 

I knew very little about my father's parents, 
Nathan Goldfoot and Hattie Jermulowske 
since my grandfather had died in a horse and 
wagon accident in 1912.  The story was that 
he was taken to the hospital and since it was 
Shabbas, his wife was not notified until 
Sunday, when he died.  Continuing the 
story, a friend of his was supposed to tell my 
grandmother when the accident occurred, 
and he failed to come by the house.  For 
that, my grandmother put a curse on him, 
and he actually died a few years later.    
 
A genealogist friend of mine in Eugene 
looked up the accident in the newspaper 
archives and found an article in the 
Oregonian and the Journal.  What had 
happened differed from what my Yiddish-
speaking grandmother had understood.  
Nathan�s horse was frightened and started 

running.  This threw Nathan out of the 
wagon and he hit his head.  He carried no 
identification and had no name on the 
wagon.  St. Vincent's Hospital accepted him, 
but he never woke up.  (Side note:  his great 
grandson Steve is now working at St. 
Vincent's in the cardiac unit as a nurse.) 
  
I always assumed that my grandparents were 
married at the Mead Street Shul since that is 
where my grandmother attended.  Knowing 
that their first son, Charlie, was born in 
Council, ID, I started searching the Idaho 
Historical Society website and found several 
of Grandmother's sisters had married there.  
(After Charlie's birth they moved to 
Portland.)   
 
I found my grandparents� names misspelled.  
Nathan Goldfoot was listed as M Goldfoot,  

Hattie Jermulowske as Addie Jarmulosky 
(elsewhere she was  Jaumelosky).  On the 
1910 census in Portland, Oregon, my 
grandfather�s name was spelled Goofoot! 
 
Evidently there was quite a group of Jewish 
people in Council, Idaho.  Grandmother had 
a brother, and two of her sisters there and 
their husbands who had bought half of 
Council.  If some of them hadn't had their 
names spelled correctly, I wouldn't have 
guessed that the odd names were my 
grandparents.  The surprising thing is that at 
this time I was living in Ontario, OR, which 
is not far from Council, ID.  All this 
information only cost me $5.   The e-
mail was sbarrett@ishs.state.id.us.   
 
In process of looking for my grandparents, 
who were married November 20, 1905, I 
found my grandmother's sister, Bessie 
Yermntopp in Council, Idaho, married on 
January 17, 1901 to Samuel Criss.  It was 
his surname that led me to my grandparents.   
 
Taking my own advice, I entered an offbeat 
spelling of Jermulowske into the 1910 
Census and found Dina and Louis, my great 
aunt and uncle in Council, Idaho with the 
surname spelled Jermedowake.  I continued 
clicking and about the 180th search of 
information given, and that's a lot of page 
turning, I found Charles Jermulososki, an 
uncle, living in the Weiser Hotel in Weiser, 
Idaho, the closest large town to Council, 
Idaho.  In his World War I draft record, 
there was the name of the town he and my 
grandmother and their siblings came from.  
Lastha, Suwalki, Russia.   

 

mailto:sbarrett@ishs.state.id.us


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Address Correction Requested 
From: 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Oregon  (JGSO) 
P O Box 19736 
Portland, OR 97280 
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