
KIEV 

EXCERPT FROM UKRAINE JOURNAL, SECTION 3 
 

By Ronald D. Doctor 

Editor’s Note: In this issue of Shalshelet, we continue Ron Doctor’s Ukraine Journal. Previously, Ron, his 
brother Ken, and their guide, Alex Dunai, travelled to Warsaw, Poland and then into Ukraine. In the last 
installment, Ron reported on his visit to the Ternopil Archives where he found records that took one branch of 
his family back to the 1730s. In this installment, Ron, Ken, and Alex visit Kiev.  

Monday, September 9th 

On the road to Kiev 

We’re glad to be on the road again. The drive from Ternopil to Kiev is a long one (6 to 7 hours), but the 
highway is pretty good and we make good time … except when cattle herds are crossing the road. I’m surprised 
at the large number of gas stations along the highway, and especially at the many new stations under 
construction. Gasoline is a little more expensive than it is in the U.S., about $1.75 per gallon for 89-octane. 
(Regular gas was about $1.30 in the U.S. at the time.) 

We pass through many small towns. Smaller towns have marketplaces that usually consist of small booths, each 
selling one or two particular items … dried fish, meats, a small assortment of vegetables, bottled water and soft 
drinks, etc. Looks like the beginnings of capitalism. The booths that sell dried fish and meats have their wares 
covered with cloth. As you walk by, the people in the booths uncover the products to show you what they have. 
No refrigeration here. Alex says you are taking a chance on buying things that might spoil without refrigeration, 
because you don’t know how long they have been out there. Larger towns have small stores in addition to the 
booths, and the stores sell a larger variety of goods. 

Many of the people we see have gold teeth. I’ve never seen so much gold. Alex tells us this is because gold teeth 
became a fad in the early 1990s. Some people even had perfectly good teeth replaced by gold ones. 

Every once in a while we pass a bus shelter. The public bus system is a primary means of transportation. 
Around the time of the Moscow Olympics, many bus shelters were renovated and covered with mosaic tiles in 
various patterns. Now, many of these are pretty run down … missing tiles have not been replaced. But some are 
miniature works of art, and are well maintained. 

With the fall of Communism, religious life has revived. There are new churches everywhere. Most seem to be 
Ukrainian Orthodox. Many have tiled or gold domes. The Pochayev Monastery is especially impressive. It is 
massive.  
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Kiev, the Central State Historical Archives  

Kiev is a huge city, population about 2.6 million. We’re staying at the Hotel Dnipr o. This hotel is ok, quite upscale. At 
least the bed is long enough to allow me to stretch out. Couldn't do that in the other Ukrainian hotels where we’ve 
stayed so far. (That's why my back is acting up.) And the bed is a little wider than the singles that we have had. This is 
fortunate, because I’m destined to spend some considerable time in that bed while we’re in Kiev.  

While Ken wandered around town shooting pictures, Alex and I went to the Kiev Central State Historical Archives to 
meet Olga Muzychuk, the Director. I had written an e-mail message to her listing the records I'm seeking, but she had 
not yet responded. Alex called her when we got to Kiev, and she said, come over any time that afternoon. She will not 
be there the rest of the week because she has to attend a meeting of all the Archive Directors in Ukraine. This probably 
is the same meeting the Ternopil Director is attending. 

So, we go to meet Olga. The Archives is in an old building. As usual, the hallways are very dimly lit. We make our way 
through the corridors, and find Olga's office. She is a tall, striking, young woman, modishly dressed, with a man's tie 
hung loosely over her blouse.  Her fingers are covered (literally) with rings, some of which cover an entire finger so that 
there was no way she could bend the finger (like when typing). She remembers me from Toronto. 

She did receive my message. Her staff came up with one record, an Uman birth record. The given names, dates and 
places don’t quite match those of Duvid Kazdoy (my maternal gr eat-grandfather, born in 1844), but there is no surname 
in the record. Duvid’s San Antonio tombstone lists his name as Duvid Eli yah Kazdoy, son of Shlomo, born in Uman 
about 1844. The Uman record Olga found lists Yekhiel Duvid, born in 1844, son of Shlome and Lamie from Linitse. We 
haven’t managed to locate Linitse yet. The lack of a surname is interesting. Apparently surname adopt ion had not 
penetrated this part of Ukraine in 1844. This record probably is for a brother of my great-grandfather, but I can’t be sure 
without further data. 

 

                                                              

 

                                                    Continued, Next Page    

Between Zhitomer and Kiev, potato, vegetable, and watermelon vendors line the roadside. It's a pretty incredible sight ... 
piles of watermelon, 30 feet long and 3 to 4 feet high . We stop for photos near a woman who is selling brooms (miyetla) 
and birch beaters (viyenik). All her products are handmade from tree branches and foliage. 

We ask permission to take her picture, but she declines. (She is the only person who has said no on the whole trip.) Alex 
talks with her. She previously worked at a nearby factory that made measuring instruments. Four years ago, the factory 
closed, and 2,000 people were thrown out of work. Now the factory makes tombstones, but with many fewer people. She 
is still unemployed, so she survives as best she can, making brooms and viyeniki for a living. 

Many people here suffer from grinding poverty. Alex says the official unemployment rate is about 30%, but unofficially 
it is more like 70%. People make do however they can … lots of bartering, lots of gratuities for services rendered to 
foreigners. It’s easy to understand why we must seem like millionaires to some of the rural folks.  
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Olga found the record in a database that is not known to the Jewish genealogy community. Her staff is 
building a searchable computer database of the events, names and places in the holdings of her Archives. 
This is the most forward-looking project we have encountered yet in Ukraine. They were able to search by 
given name to come up with this record. Unfortunately, the database is far from complete, and they were not 
able to find any of the other records I'm seeking. I’ll have to be patient.  

We talked about the possibility of putting a surname and given name index from her database onto 
JewishGen so that researchers can more readily locate records about their ancestors. Then, they could order 
the records from her Archives and this could be a significant source of revenue for her Archives. She didn't 
quite understand what I was suggesting until I showed her what we are doing with the Kremenets vital 
records. Then she got it. But, she says this would have to be approved by the State Archival Committee. The 
problem is, the Committee currently is without a Chairman. It may be sometime next year before a Chairman 
is in place. At that time, she will be willing to bring a web-based index proposal forward. 

The Tuesday, September 10th      Around Kiev … but not for me 

Our hotel has a “business center” which provides Internet access. With a little help from the hotel’s computer 
guru, I was able to hook up my computer to their network. Cost for hotel Internet service is $10 per hour, 
with a half-hour minimum. We also found an Internet Cafe in the railway station, a short distance from our 
hotel. Cost there is only about $2 per hour, charged on a per minute basis. The hotel is more expensive, but it 
also is more convenient. In addition, Alex told me that people can buy an "Internet Card" that allows you to 
dial in using a local telephone number. Cost is $5 for 10 hours, but the card is good only in Kiev.  

My stomach had not been feeling very good all day today. By the time we got back to the hotel, I felt a case 
of Traveler’ s Diarrhea (TD) coming on. Sure enough, that night it hit. Started taking Cipro and Immodium A-
D. That brought it under control, but the next day, I stayed in my room, and slept. I ended up sleeping about 
14 hours overnight, then another 11 hours during the day. By the second day, I was feeling well enough to 
get around a bit, but by then it was time to leave Kiev. As a result, I had to give up on my plan to meet with 
the Chief Rabbi of Ukraine about the Kremenets Jewish Cemetery Project. That will have to wait until my 
next visit.  

While I was sick, Ken and Alex did tourist things. They had intended to go to Babi Yar and to a re-creation 
of Ukrainian villages from the 14th through 17th centuries. I would have liked to see that, but I just couldn't 
make it. Unfortunately, the weather turned bad today; it rained heavily all day (while I slept), so they were 
not able to go to the places they had planned. Ken also met with the Publisher of the Kiev Post, an 
independent (and successful) English language weekly newspaper. The publisher is an American Jew. 
Through this interview, Ken gained some insight into newspaper operations in Ukraine. 

Ken is taking advantage of the hotel facilities and is getting a Ukrainian massage. Alex is in his room 
relaxing. They are going to a Turkish restaurant tonight. I'm staying in the hotel and will eat salted crackers 
that Alex bought for me. The store he went to also sold matzo, but Alex decided not to buy it, as the 
minimum size was a 5 lb. Box. 
 
Tomorrow we move on to Uman and Odessa. 
 
To Be Continued... 
 
  

Ronald D. Doctor 
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Olga Muzychuk 

Kiev Street Vendors 

 Kiev Hotel Dnipro Grand Staircase  
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Finding Your Canadian Ancestors 
 
Many of us had ancestors who arrived from the old country via Canada. It has been difficult to obtain 

immigration information on them but these microfilms are of great value and can be obtained from LDS. 
The following information is from the Olive Tree Genealogy website (http://olivetreegenealogy.com/ships/
stalbanslist.shtml) and explains the records that were created at this crossing point. 
 
St. Albans, Vermont, District 
In 1895 Canada and USA established a joint inspection system. Passengers arriving in Canada who intended to go on 
to United States were inspected by US Officials at the Canadian Port of Arrival, then enumerated on US immigration 
lists.  
Immigrants were also given inspection cards which they turned in to US Officials once they were on board trains 
going to United States. Two sets of records were created - passenger lists and compiled inspection cards.  
These CANADIAN BORDER CROSSING records were microfilmed by INS in 1950 as 5 publications for NARA - 
M1461-M1465. They cover 1895-1954 and are indexed although large sections of the films are unreadable. The 
originals were destroyed after filming. They do NOT include Canadians before 1906! Only non-Canadians were 
enumerated. After September 30, 1906 both Canadians and non-Canadians are included on these lists.  

Indexes to Canadian border entries  
Alphabetical, miscellaneous small ports, 1895-1924 M1462 
 Soundex, 1895-1924........................... M1461                  Soundex, 1924-1952........................... M1463  
Manifests of passenger arrivals  
From Canadian Atlantic ports, 1895-1954...... M1464  
From Canadian Pacific ports, 1895-1954....... M1464  
From Canadian Pacific ports, 1929-1949....... M1465  

Soundex Index to Canadian Border Entries through the St. Albans, VT, District, 1895--1924. 

 

 

• Roll Contents  
• Admissions at Norton and Island Pond, VT  
• 1 Aangeenbrug, Cornelius--Godin, Alphonse  
• 2 Godin, Antonio--Zewalicz, Agatia  
• Admissions at Beecher Falls, VT  
• 3 Abas, Philmine--Young, Joseph  
• Admissions at Highgate Springs, Swanton, Alburg, and Richford, VT  
• 4 Abarie, Fred--Young, Ruth  
• Entries and Departures through St. Albans and Canaan, VT  

• 5 Abare, John--Farley, Annunciata  
• 6 Farley, Joseph--Zuger, Rose  

 

S oundex I ndex t o E nt r ies  int o t he S t . Albans , VT , D is t r ict  t hr ough Canadian P acif ic and At lant ic 
P or t s  1 9 2 4 -1 9 5 2 .  

M1463. 98 rol ls . 16mm.  
• 23 June 28, 1939, EMPRES S  OF CANADA--S ept. 23, 1939, RMS  NI AGARA  
• 24 S ept. 23, 1939, RMS  NI AGARA--Aug. 1, 1940, RMS  AORANGI  
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Manif es t s  of  P as s enger s  Ar r iving in t he S t . Albans , VT , D is t r ict  t hr ough Canadian P acif ic and 
At lant ic P or t s , 1 8 9 5 --1 9 5 4 .  

M1464. 640 rol ls .  
• 10 July 18, 1934, EMPRES S  OF CANADA--Mar . 25, 1935, EMPRES S  OF RUS S I A  
• 11 Mar . 25, 1935, EMPRES S  OF RUS S I A- -Aug. 12, 1935, EMPRES S  OF AS I A  
• 12 Aug. 12, 1935, HI YU MARU- -Mar . 24, 1936, EMPRES S  OF JAPAN  
• 13 Apr . 6, 1935, EMPRES S  OF AS I A- -Aug. 7, 1936, RMS  NI AGARA  
• 14 Aug. 7, 1936, RMS  NI AGARA--S ept. 12, 1936, EMPRES S  OF RUS S I A  
• 15 Dec. 12, 1936, EMPRES S  OF RUS S I A- -Apr . 9, 1937, RMS  NI AGARA  
• 16 Apr . 9, 1937, RMS  NI AGARA--July 28, 1937, EMPRES S  OF CANADA  
• 17 July 28, 1937, EMPRES S  OF CANADA--Nov. 17, 1937, EMPRES S  OF CANADA  
• 18 Nov. 17, 1937, EMPRES S  OF CANADA--Apr . 20, 1938, EMPRES S  OF JAPAN  
• 19 Apr . 20, 1938, EMPRES S  OF JAPAN--July 13, 1938, EMPRES S  OF CANADA  
• 20 July 13, 1938, EMPRES S  OF CANADA--Oct. 21, 1938, RMS  NI AGARA  
• 21 Oct. 21, 1938, RMS  NI AGARA--Apr . 4, 1939, EMPRES S  OF JAPAN  
• 22 Apr . 4, 1939, EMPRES S  OF JAPAN--June 28, 1939, EMPRES S  OF CANADA  
• 23 June 28, 1939, EMPRES S  OF CANADA--S ept. 23, 1939, RMS  NI AGARA  
• 24 S ept. 23, 1939, RMS  NI AGARA--Aug. 1, 1940, RMS  AORANGI  
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Would You Like to Be a Speaker? 
The Israel Genealogical Society is pleased to 
invite proposals from potential speakers for 
the 24th IAJGS International Conference on 
Jewish Genealogy. The Conference will be 
held on July 4-9, 2004, in Jerusalem, Israel. 
English will be the official language of the con-
ference. A number of lectures will be pre-
sented in Hebrew with simultaneous transla-
tion into English. 

We Need Translators 
Are you able to translate Hebrew, Yiddish, Russian,
Polish, or any other foreign language? We frequently 
receive requests to translate genealogical documents 
such as birth, marruage or death certificates, etc. We 
are looking for volunteers. Please call Sandra Sha-
piro at 503-694-5646 or e-mail 
Sgshapiro@comcast.net if you can help. 

Upcoming Board Meetings:  
(7 PM)  Nov. 12, Dec 10 

 (members always welcome)  
We have openings on the JGSO 

Board Board. Please join us! 

JGSO BOARD MEMBERS  
Officers 

 
Sandra Shapiro, President  
sgshapiro@comcast.com  
 
Harvey Klevit, Treasurer, 
 Shalshelet Editor 
 
Rebecca Kopp, Secretary 
 

Board Members at Large:  
 
Sue Axel, Outreach  
Ronald D. Doctor, Past President,  
Membership  
Julian Kaufman, Volunteer & Mentor 
Coordinator  
Peggy Maduff  
Harvey Schulzinger, Librarian 
Jeannette Toppel   
 
Webmaster: Christine Olsen  
Mailing list maven: Walt Hellman  
 
Website:  
http://www.rootsweb.com/~org 
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Useful Genealogical Web Links 

Jewish Genealogy: 

JGS of Washington State 
<http://www.jgsws.org/> 
Meeting information for the Jewish Genealogical Society of Washing-
ton State, plus local resources, tools, and links. 

JewishGen 
<http://www.jewishgen.org/> 
The primary source of Jewish genealogy information. 

Avotaynu 
<http://www.avotaynu.com/> 
Publisher of genealogy books, Avotaynu, and a free biweekly e-mail 
newsletter entitled “Nu? What’s New”  

Poor Jews Temporary Shelter Database 
<http://chrysalis.its.uct.ac.za/shelter/shelter.htm> 
Records from 1896 to 1914. 

Passenger Lists and Ship Information: 

Searching the Ellis Island Database in One Step (Morse) 
New URL:<http://www.avotaynu.com/ellis.html>  
New York passenger arrival lists from 1892 to 1924. 

Bremen Emigration Lists 
<http://db.genealogy.net/maus/gate/shiplists.cgi?lang=en> 
Bremen passenger departure lists from 1920 to 1939 

Hamburg Passenger Lists 
<http://www.hamburg.de/fhh/behoerden/staatsarchiv/link_to_your_roots/
english/start.htm> 
Passenger departure lists for 1890 to 1898. 

Ship Arrival Database 
<http://www.cimorelli.com/safe/selectmad.htm> 
Search for ships by ship name, date, or port. 

Other Links: 

Obtaining EDs for the 1930 Census in One Step (Morse) 
<http://home.pacbell.net/spmorse/census/> 

Ancestry.com 
<http://www.ancestry.com/> 
Databases, including the Social Security Death Index. 

Anybirthday.com 
<http://www.anybirthday.com> 
Searchable birthday database. 

  LDS Family Search 
<http://www.familysearch.org/> 

 
Records available from the Family History Libraries. 

  U.S. Vital Records 
<http://vitalrec.com> 

SHALSHELET  is published  by the Jewish Genealogical Society of Oregon (JGSO). This issue was prepared by Harvey Klevit. The 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Oregon meets monthly at the Mittleman Jewish Community Center in Portland, Oregon and is a member 
of the International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies (IAJGS). We welcome your submissions to Shalshelet. You may 
submit articles, notices, suggestions or story ideas to: Harvey Klevit at klevitha@pacifier.com ; or you may mail them to us at: JGSO, PO 
Box 19736 Portland, OR 97280  For permission to reproduce any copyrighted material, please contact the author.. 

Pearls of Wisdom from Ron Doctor 
 

www.obitcentral.com  
Here is a neat little website . It deals with matters 
related to obituaries, but it is not specifically 
Jewish. Indexing obituaries throughout the U.S, 
the site is well organized and useful. Currently, 
there are more than 9 million obituaries indexed. 
 
www.atozmarriages.com) has many, many links to 
free on-line databases of marriage records. One 
word of caution; be sure to click on the country or 
region links, if you want the free databases. 
 
http://home.att.net/~wee-monster/onlinelists.html 
links to all kinds of passenger ship lists available 
on-line . The list of links seems to be very well 
organized and looks useful, especially for all the 
odd places our ancestors may have arrived at or 
departed from. 
 
http://home.att.net/~wee-monster/deathrecords.
html links to searchable on-line death indexes for 
the US ... and it is VERY well organized. Highly 
recommended. 

A Happy Chanukah to All 
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The Saga of Willie Senofsky 
JGSO President Sandra  Shapiro recently received the following message from Stuart Harris: 
 
I have a rather odd question, which first requires that I tell an odd story. My parents purchased a home 
in NW Portland in 1969. In a detached garage was an old tombstone for Willie Senofsky, born April 
1880, died April 3,1892. The sellers of the house said they had found it while fishing (I think it was the 
Willamette). They had made a few unsuccessful efforts to find out where it belonged (probably in the late 
1950s or early 1960s), then gave up. My parents then owned the house for over 30 years, and when they 
sold it a couple of years back I was given Willie's tombstone. A friend suggested I contact the JGSO for 
suggestions. I have assumed the Senofsky family was Jewish because the back of the tombstone is 
written in Hebrew. Any suggestions appreciated. Thank you. 

 
Stay Tuned for the Fascinating Outcome of this Mystery. 

     
  
 

P leas e Welcome Our  New Member s  
        H ar r y Auer bach       Ann B ar dack a         S teve and Peggy B er ne     L i nda B l yden 
                         
                        Nor m F r eeman    E laine F r iedman          Max  Mayer         H er b S wett          
                     Debr a and S cott  S iegel                             Mar cia and Gr eg Coodley 
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Stephen Morse’s Session Well Attended 
 
The members of JGSO and their guests from the Genealogical Forum of 
Oregon and Clark County Genealogical Society, were treated to an 
outstanding presentation by Stephen Morse of San Francisco at our 
October 15th meeting. Dr. Morse explained the development and the 
differences of the 3 Ellis Island forms found on his web page. He also 
provided helpful hints for using the 1930 and 1920 Census, especially in 
obtaining the enumeration districts for the 1930 Census. He recently 
received the International Association of Jewish Genealogical Society’s 
Achievement Award for the development of his One-Step entry portal to 
the Ellis Island database and his 1930 Census Enumeration District tool 
 

Stephen Morse 
www.stevemorse.org 



 
 

From the President’s Desk 
I want to share some of the exciting announcements from the recent 23rd International Conference on Jewish 
Genealogy held in July in Washington, DC. For me, the most significant achievement was the continued 
growth and expansion of JewishGen web site, now associated with the Museum of Jewish Heritage in New 
York City. JewishGen plans to integrate many of their databases into “All-Country” systems. Also exciting 
was the launching of the JewishGen Online Burial Registry. Our Oregon cemetery data is now a part of this 
registry. The National Yiddish Book Center in Amherst, MA announced the future reprint of 650 yizkor 
books. And finally, Yad Vashem plans to place online “soon” the digitized and indexed images of the Pages 
of Testimony, the Gedenbuck, French deportations and other lists. These online Pages of Testimony were 
available for viewing only at the conference. They contain amazing information!  
 
The recent efforts of Sue Axel to gather and tabulate the recent survey of our members provided very 
valuable information that is helping your Board plan programs for 2003-2004. Thank you Sue, and thank you 
members, for returning your questionnaires. 
 
Based on these questionnaires, your Board has planned programs that will provide more educational 
assistance in doing your research. Learning more about naturalization and passenger ship records were the 
two highest areas of requested help on the survey. We are most fortunate in having Patty McNamee from the 
National Archives in Seattle as our November 19th meeting speaker, who will share her skills and knowledge 
as a NARA archives specialist. The December meeting, held for the last several years in the MJCC Computer 
room, is again scheduled for Weds. Dec. 17. Come and discover the many helpful on-line genealogical 
resources. 
You also told us you wanted to learn more of the basics. The Board will be announcing more details for 
programs in January, February and March that will do just that. 
 
My thanks go to former Board member Bob Behar, who gave many hours of his time to prepare for our 
program meetings. And a big thanks to our new Shalshelet editor, Harvey Klevit.  
 
The Board will be canvassing members to add replacement Board members. Interested? 

Sandra Shapiro 

  
THE POWER OF THE INTERNET 

(or should I say) 
THE MIRACLE OF THE INTERNET 

By Joan Teller 
 
Some months ago, the newsletter of the Oregon Jewish Genealogy Society printed a short article that I had 
written describing some of my discoveries and successes in researching the life of my grandmother, 
Rebecca Cohen Mayer, 1837-1930. Kay Goldman, a professor of history at Texas A. & M., tracked me 
down thru that article which had appeared on the web site of JGSO. She had already been researching 
Rebecca. Rebecca’s ex periences as a young Jewish woman on the Santa Fe Trail in 1852 fit the profile that 
Kay Goldman wanted in writing a nonfiction book about Jewish (Rebecca and her family) women in the 
early years of the West. She had not known that Rebecca’s family still e xisted and of course, we did not 
know about her! This is the beginning of a story that “will be continued”. But there is a moral: Write your 
story. Get it printed in the Shalshelet newsletter and wait for the unexpected.  
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Future Meetings of JGSO at 
Mittleman Jewish Community 

Center 
 
Wednesday Nov. 19th 7:30 PM 
Patty McNamee, National 
Archives, Seattle 
“Finding the Gems at the National 
Archives in Seattle” 
 
Wednesday Dec. 17, 7:30 PM 
MJCC Computer Room 
“On-Line Resources: A Hands-On 
Experience” 
 
Wednesdays , 7:30 PM 
Jan. 21, Feb. 18, Mar. 17, 2004 
“Back to Basics: A Mini-Course in 
Jewish Genealogy: Parts I, II and 
III” 
 
Sunday Apr. 18, 2004 
Annual JGSO Brunch 
Guest Speaker: Ellen Notbohm,  
“The Saga of Willie Senofsky” 
 
Wednesday May 19, 2004 
A Visit to the LDS Family History 
Library, Lake Oswego 
 
 

Coming Soon! 
The JGSO CD-ROM by 

Ronald D. Doctor 
 

Contents: 
Getting Started in Jewish Genealogy 
The Ukraine Journal 
Selected Power Point Presentations 
            from JGSO Meetings 
JGSO Membership Brochure 
JGSO Library List 
Oregon Jewish Cemeteries 
          Database 
And Much More 
 

Stay Tuned 


