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 Shalshelet 
Issue 10 A Publication of the Jewish Genealogical  Society of Oregon Feb  2002

This issue of Shalshelet is devoted to on-line genealogy resources.  
In recent years there has been a veritable explosion of on-line information, support, tools 
and searchable databases that is revolutionizing genealogy.  Following is a summary of 

some key web sites, prepared by Ron Doctor for the December meeting of the JGSO, which 
was held for the first time in the new computer lab of the MJCC.

SEARCHABLE NAMES DATABASES
JewishGen Family Finder (JGFF)

http://www.jewishgen.org/jgff/
Family Tree of the Jewish People (FTJP): Almost 2 million searchable names. Access requires a JGFF researcher code  

http://www.jewishgen.org/gedcom/
JewishGen Discussion Group Archives: Search by name, subject, keyword.

http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/
Country-specific databases: Includes the major databases listed below plus many, many more

http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/
Consolidated Jewish Surname Index: Indexes more than 370,000 Jewish surnames from more than 31 different 
databases. These databases, combined, include more than 2,000,000 entries.

http://www.avotaynu.com/csi/csi-home.html
Jewish Records Indexing – Poland: Indexes to 1.5 million 19th-century Jewish birth, marriage and death records from 
over 200 Kingdom of Poland towns, including towns in Lithuania, Belarus, Ukraine.  Also Check separate Surname 
Lists under your  town name & other JRI-Poland projects.

http://www.jewishgen.org/JRI-PL/
Vsia Rossia Database; Over 32,000 entries from Russian Empire business directories, 1895-1911.

http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/allvsia.htm
All Belarus Database:  Over 150,000 records: vital records, voter lists, business directories, ghetto records. Be sure to 
check other Belarus SIG projects. 

http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Belarus/
All Latvia Database:  50,000 records for Courland, Livland and Vitebsk gubernias: voter lists, tax records, newspaper 
articles, police and military records, Memorial Books, and extracts from the Extraordinary Commission lists.

http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Latvia/
All Lithuania Database:  300,000 records: complete Revision Lists as well as vital records, tax, voters, and cemetery 
lists. A project of Litvak-SIG

http://www.jewishgen.org/Litvak/all.htm
Ellis Island Database: Steve Morse’s consolidated input form

http://home.pacbell.net/spmorse/ellis/ellis.html
Immigrant Ship Transcribers Guild: Volunteers creating free on-line databases of passenger lists. 4000 ships completed 
so far. Includes extensive links to other passenger ship resources. Excellent site.

http://istg.rootsweb.com/newcompass/pcindex.html
Galveston Immigration Database: Index to 130,000 immigrants arriving via Galveston, TX, 1846-1948.

http://www.tsm-elissa.org/immigration-main.htm
Index of 1890 New York Immigrants from Austria, Poland, and Galicia: 

http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/1890ny.htm
Hamburg Departure Lists:Ongoing project to computerize the lists. Currently 1890-1894 lists are on-line, 

http://www.hamburg.de/LinkToYourRoots/english/start.htm
Poor Jews Temporary Shelter, London

http://chrysalis.its.uct.ac.za/shelter/shelter.htm
Continued on Page 5
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Welcome to New Members:

Gregory & Ellen Chaimov
Karen Fink

Eugene Huffine
Leslie R. Kantor
Gloria Borg Olds

Shannon Rabosky
Carole Stover

Cory Streisinger
Susan Teller

JGSO now has 74 members, 68 
of whom are on E-mail!
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JGSO BOARD MEMBERS

Sandra Shapiro, President
Sandrags@worldnet.att.net
Abby Menashe, 1st VP
AMenashe@aol.com
Joan Teller, Secretary, 
joanmteller@juno.com
Sue Axel, Treasurer, 
ekaxel@attbi.com

Board Members at large:

Robert Behar, 360-834-2385
Ron Doctor, Membership
rondoctor@qwest.net
Harry Glauber (Newsletter Editor) 
Harryg123@aol.com
Julian Kaufman, Volunteer and Mentor Coordinator
juliankaufmn@earthlink.net
Harvey Klevit, Librarian
klevitha@pacifier.com
Jeanette Topell, jeannettemt@home.com

Website: http://www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs/
(Webmaster:  Christine Olsen )
Mailing list maven: Walt Hellman

JGSO is part of the Mittleman Jewish 
Community Center.

STANDARDS FOR SHARING
INFORMATION WITH OTHERS

Recommended by the National Genealogical Society

Conscious of the fact that the sharing of information 
or data with others, whether through speech, 
documents, electronic media, or data files, is essential 
to family history research and that it needs continuing 
support and encouragement, responsible family 
historians consistently...

- Respect the restrictions on sharing information that 
arise from the rights of another as an author, originator 
or compiler; as a living private person; or as a party to 
a mutual agreement.
- Observe meticulously the legal rights of copyright 
owners, copying or distributing any part of their works 
only with their permission or to the limited extent 
specifically allowed under the law's "fair use" 
exceptions.
- Identify the sources for all ideas, information and 
data from others, and the form in which they were 
received, recognizing that the unattributed use of 
another's intellectual work is plagiarism.
- Respect the authorship rights of senders of letters 
and electronic mail, forwarding or disseminating them 
further only with the sender's permission.
- Inform people who provide information about their 
families as to the ways it may be used, observing any 
conditions they impose and respecting any 
reservations they may express regarding the use of 
particular items. 
- Require some evidence of consent before assuming 
that living people are agreeable to further sharing of 
information about themselves.
- Convey personal identifying information about living 
people, like age, home address, occupation or 
activities, only in ways that those concerned have 
expressly agreed to.
- Recognize that legal rights of privacy may limit the 
extent to which information from publicly available 
sources may be further used, disseminated, or 
published. 
- Communicate no information to others that is known 
to be false, or without making reasonable efforts to 
determine its truth, particularly information that may 
be derogatory.
- Are sensitive to the hurt that revelations of criminal, 
immoral, bizarre, or irresponsible behavior may bring 
to family members.

Copyright 2000 by National Genealogical Society. Permission is 
granted to copy or publish this material provided it is reproduced 
in its entirety, including this notice.
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A new data base announced...

THE GIVEN NAMES DATA BASES ON 
JEWISHGEN

One of the challenges for Jewish Genealogists is trying to 
link the names by which our ancestors were known in their 
adopted “foreign” countries such as the USA or South 
Africa, with their original Yiddish and local “official” 
names from the “old country”.  Clearly, the names that we 
need to search for in European archival documents are often 
not the names by which we know our ancestors.

One tool to help deal with this problem are the new “Given 
Names Data Bases” on JewishGen.  The prototype for this is 
the “Lithuania Given Names Data Base” developed by 
Professor G. L. Esterson of Ra'anana, Israel.  Similar data 
bases deal with names common in Belarus, Ukraine etc.

The following is from Prof. Esterson’s recent announcement: 
“ We are pleased to announce the posting of the new on-line 
searchable LITHUANIA GIVEN NAMES DATA BASE.  
This Given Names Data Base (GNDB) makes it possible for 
you to search for one or more Jewish given names used in 
Lithuania and to retrieve all of the other Jewish and 
secular names that your ancestor might have used there in 
various forums.  The search results also include a listing of 
the vernacular names your ancestor might have used in his 
foreign country of immigration after leaving Europe, based 
on his European names.

THE COUNTRIES: The nine foreign countries in the data 
base of names are:  Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, 
Mexico, Palestine, South Africa, United Kingdom, and 
United States.

THE DATA BASE: The data base presents the Legal, 
Yiddish, Local Secular, and European Secular linked names 
of Jews who lived in Lithuania during  1795-1925.  Legal 
names have been extracted from Hilchot Gitin (divorce)
books written by rabbis to guide community rabbis in writing 
the Get (divorce) documents, and are oriented to precise and 
accurate specification of the names of the parties.  Also used 
have been numerous archival data bases from various parts 
of Lithuania, and other sources. This is an on-going project so 
updates to the data base will be made from time to time. 
Included are the vernacular names adopted when emigrants 
from Europe entered foreign countries.  These names have 
been extracted from data bases produced by researchers who 
recorded the entries on gravestones in foreign countries, as 
well as from private data bases of Jewish genealogy 
researchers, and other sources.  These vernacular names are 
statistically linked to the Jewish and secular names used by 
emigrating Jews from  Lithuania.

USING THE LITHUANIA GIVEN NAMES DATA 
BASE: 
You can search the GNDB on-line by entering the 
proper Input Form information (European search name, 
search field(s), search type (text, DM Soundex), and 
foreign country);  this will yield both the Lithuania 
and the foreign names possibly used by your ancestor.  
Or you can enter data to search based on known names 
in a foreign country, finding all possible names used by 
him in his foreign country and in Lithuania.  Various 
options are available for specifying the search 
name(s), e.g., Moshe, Mos*, Arye OR Leyb, [MO]she 
(DM Soundex), etc.  The opening page containing the 
Input Form also has a concise description of the data 
base and how you can use it.  Read this on your first 
entry to the Search Page to become oriented and to 
avoid frustration.

INFORMATION ABOUT GIVEN NAMES AND 
THEIR HISTORY: The JewishGen site includes a 
considerable amount of detailed information about how 
the GNDBs were developed and what they contain, as 
well as the history of the development of given names 
throughout the world and how they were related to 
Jews, their religion, and the impact of their 
wanderings around the world.  This is accessible to you 
from the bottom of the Lithuania GNDB opening page.  
It is strongly suggested that you read at least some 
segments of this material -- this will help you to 
understand what you see in the search results displays.

ACCESSING THE GNDB: The Lithuania GNDB can be 
accessed from the main JewishGen site or from the 
LitvakSIG site which is hosting this data base.

The JewishGen site contains access to any one of the 
fifteen GNDBs.  The URL is:  
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/GivenNames/

These data bases are in various stages of development:
Advanced: Belarus, Lithuania, Poland
Medium: Galicia, Germany, Holland, Hungary, 
Latvia, Ukraine
Elementary: Denmark, France, Prussia, Romania, 
Russia, Sweden

If you have quality information which shows the 
linkage between the Jewish/secular names of your 
ancestors in Lithuania (or another European
country) and also the vernacular names they adopted 
in one of the nine foreign countries, please do contact 
Prof. Esterson  (jerry@vms.huji.ac.il)  to add to the 
data bases.

http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/GivenNames/
mailto:jerry@vms.huji.ac.il
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Genetics & Genealogy.

On Wednesday night January 9th, 2002  Dr. 
Jacob A. Reiss, MD, Chief of Genetics at 
Kaiser Permanente Northwest, in Portland, 
discussed "Genetic Disorders of the Jewish 
People."  This was one of the more interesting 
presentations we have had. There were about 
26 members and guests at the meeting, and 
everyone was so interested in the topic that the 
discussion went on for 45 minutes after our 
normal meeting closing.

Dr. Reiss first reviewed the basics of medical 
genetics. He then described a number of 
genetic disorders that affect different sections 
of the Jewish population (Oriental, Sephardic, 
and Ashkenazi Jews). 

At the meeting he distributed a brochure from 
the National Society of Genetic Counselors 
“Inherited Diseases Prevalent in Ashkenazi 
Jewish Populations: Understanding Carrier 
Screening Options” which lists additional 
resources for those seeking further information. 
Here is the contact information for the 
organizations listed in the brochure:

* National Society of Genetic Counselors
233 Canterbury Drive, Wallingford, PA 19086
610-872-7608, 610-872-1192 (fax)
nsgs@aol.com     www.nsgc.org
* Cystic Fibrosis Foundation
800-344-4823
www.cff.org
* Fanconi Anemia Research Fund, Inc 
(Eugene, Oregon)
800-828-4891, 541-687-4658
 www.fanconi.org
* National Foundation for Jewish Genetic 
Diseases, Inc.
 212-371-1030
www.nfjgd.org
* National Gaucher Foundation
800-925-8885, 301-816-1515
www.gaucherdisease.org
* National Niemann-Pick Disease Foundation
920-563-8677, 877-287-3672
* National Tay-Sachs & Allied Diseases 
Association, Inc.
800-90-NTSAD
www.ntsad.org

continued next column

   * Genetic Alliance (formally Alliance of 
Genetic Support Groups)
     202-966-5557
     www.geneticalliance.org
   * National Organization for Rare Disorders, 
Inc. (NORD)
     800-999-6673, 203-764-6518
     www.rarediseases.org

JewishGen also has a number of Info Files 
dealing with genetics issues, such as
* Your family health tree 
* Genealogy By Genetics - DNA testing 
* Combining Genealogical and Family Trait 
Genetic Research 
You may find these topics at 
http://www.jewishgen.org/infofiles/#Genetics

You may also be interested in a NYU website 
that deals with "Genetic Analysis of Jewish 
Origins." Dr. Harry Ostrer, M.D. is a principal 
investigator in the Human Genetics Program of 
the NYU School of Medicine. He collected 
DNA samples from attendees at a recent IAJGS 
Conference. The website 
www.med.nyu.edu/genetics/jewishorigins.html  
contains much fascinating information including 
the preliminary results of their DNA analyses.

Here is the introduction from their site: “Did you 
ever wonder if 2000 years of recorded history 
could be preserved in the genetic record? 
Recent work from genetics labs has validated 
the   Biblical record of a Semitic people who 
chose a Jewish way of life several thousand years 
ago.

These observations are the biological equivalent 
to the discovery of the  Dead Sea scrolls, 
suggesting that despite 2000 years of Diaspora, 
the relatedness of the Jews of Eastern European 
("Ashkenazi"), North African ("Sephardic") and 
Middle Eastern ("Oriental") origin can be 
demonstrated by genetic marker analysis.”

If you have any interest in this field, or are 
interested in participating as a volunteer in their 
genetic studies of the origins of Jewish 
populations  at all in this, be sure to take a look at 
this web site.

mailto:nsgs@aol.com
http://www.jewishgen.org/infofiles/#Genetics
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U.S. Department of State Consular Post Records: Index to over 9,000 records of U.S. Consulates in Jerusalem, Jaffa and 
Haifa, 1857-1935.

http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/group84.htm
Yizkor Book Necrology Database: Over 115,000 entries from lists of Holocaust martyrs, published in Yizkor Books.

http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/yizkor/
Database of unclaimed Swiss bank accounts and other Holocaust-era assets, by surname

http://www.avotaynu.com/HolocaustList/
New York City World War I Draft Board Database: A JGSNY project 

http://www.jgsny.org/database/WWI_Draft_1.HTML
Index To Naturalization Records. Kings County (Brooklyn, NY) Clerk’s Office: A JGSNY project that includes indexes 
to the records of 1907-1924

http://www.jgsny.org/kingsintro1.htm
Hebrew National Orphan Homes: Good site with lists of late 19th century &  early 20th century orphans in 
orphanages across the nation

http://www.scruz.net/~elias/hnoh/
US Holocaust Memorial Museum:  Be sure to check the Survivors’ Registry.

http://www.ushmm.org/
Yad Vashem: . They are computerizing their Holocaust lists and eventually will put them on-line.

http://www.yadvashem.org.il/
US Genweb: Home to some significant free databases and other resources. Be sure to check it out.  

http://www.usgenweb.org/
LDS FamilySearch: Gateway to resources available through the LDS. Includes on-line surname searching.

http://www.familysearch.org/

 OTHER SEARCHABLE DATABASES AND RESOURCES

JewishGen Yizkor Book Project Database: East European Memorial books - bibliographic database & on-line 
translations.

http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/
JewishGen Discussion Group:

http://www.jewishgen.org/JewishGen/DiscussionGroup.htm
JewishGen Special Interest Groups (SIG) Mailing Lists & Websites:  iscussion groups/forums on specific regions &  
topics for the exchange of information, ideas, methods, experiences, and resources.

http://www.jewishgen.org/listserv/sigs.htm
http://www.jewishgen.org/JewishGen/sigs.htm

ShtetLinks: Websites dealing with 431 specific towns
http://www.jewishgen.org/ShtetLinks/

Avotaynu: Avotaynu is the premier publisher of Jewish genealogical resources. The website includes a number of 
important databases.

http://www.avotaynu.com/
Images of turn-of-the-century postcards and photographs of Belarus, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Ukraine, 
other countries of Europe and the United States

http://www.avotaynu.com/postcards/
NARA Immigrant and Passenger Arrivals:  including  Catalog of Microfilm Publications. 
http://www.nara.gov/publications/microfilm/immigrant/immpass.html

http://www.nara.gov/nara/
Cimorelli Immigration Manifests Online:  Collection of databases comprised of the Morton Allan Directory, M1066 
Microfilm series from NARA, various newspaper articles, Internet sources, and personal contributions.

http://www.cimorelli.com/safe/shipmenu.htm
Maps of Central and Eastern Europe: Avotaynu’s selection of the best contemporary and 19th-century maps maps

http://www.avotaynu.com/maps.htm
FEEGS Maps: 19th & 20th century maps from the Federation of Eastern European Genealogical Societies

http://feefhs.org/maps/
Continued on Page 6 
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from page 5

NYC Vital Records: NYC Dept. of Health Office of Vital Records. Order vital records on-line.
http://www.ci.nyc.ny.us/html/doh/html/vr/vr.html

Burial Societies in the New York Metro Area: A JGSNY project. Includes 10,200 entries from 100 cemeteries in the 
greater NY area.

http://www.jgsny.org/database/searchcity.htm
Tax Rolls on the WWW: An index to tax rolls available on the web.

http://www.geocities.com/PicketFence/4798/
Genealogical Software Report Card: Bill Mumford’s reviews and ratings of genealogical software

http://www.mumford.ab.ca/reportcard/index.htm
Medieval Sourcebook: Medieval Jewish Life: Fascinating resource collection detailing how our ancestors lived in 
medieval times.

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/sbook1t.html
A.L. Bell's Genealogy Resource Center: Useful eclectic mix. Bell has helped translate vital records from Belarus & 
Ukraine.

http://users.vnet.net/allbell/lib.html
Ancestry.com - Family History Made Easy: Step by Step: Ancestry.com is a commercial on-line publisher. These 16 
free lessons in genealogy is very useful for all levels. See Ancestry’s home page for free and fee-based databases.

http://www.ancestry.com/library/view/ancmag/2082.asp
http://www.ancestry.com

JewishWeb Index Site: Ted Margulies’ useful collection of Jewish genealogy web sites
http://www.jewishwebindex.com/main.html

Louis Kessler's Genealogical Program Links: Critical reviews of genealogical software.
http://www.lkessler.com/gplinks.shtml

Cyndi’s List: The Premier gateway to all genealogical resources.
http://www.CyndisList.com/

US Genweb:  Home to some significant free databases and other resources. 
http://www.usgenweb.org/

 GENERAL INFORMATION & TOOLS

JewishGen FAQ: Frequently Asked Questions about Jewish Genealogy. How to do Jewish genealogical research.   An 
extensive discussion of methods and resources. 

http://www.jewishgen.org/infofiles/faq.html
JewishGen InfoFiles: Directory of information resources, organized by both topic and country.

http://www.jewishgen.org/infofiles/
Search the JewishGen Website:Find any word on any static page on the JewishGen web server.

http://www.jewishgen.org/JewishGen/Search.htm
Soundex: Both Daitch-Mokotoff and NARA

http://www.jewishgen.org/jos/jossound.htm
Shtetl Seeker: Find Town Names, and locate geographical coordinates and distances

http://www.jewishgen.org/jos/josdist.htm
http://www.jewishgen.org/ShtetlSeeker/loctown.htm
http://www.jewishgen.org/ShtetlSeeker/locrad.htm

Jewish Calendar:  Convert between Jewish & Gregorian dates and Jewish Holidays in any year
http://www.jewishgen.org/jos/josdates.htm
http://www.jewishgen.org/jos/josfest.htm

Jewish Records at the Family History Library: Inventory of Jewish-specific resources at LDS Family History 
Library in Salt Lake City.

http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/FHLC/

Compiled by Ron Doctor, former President of  the Jewish Genealogical Society of Oregon.
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YIZKOR BOOK COLLECTION TO MOVE TO NEVEH SHALOM LIBRARY

Nowadays  JewishGen is at the center of the Internet Universe for Jewish genealogists.  
Whether a newcomer to this popular obsession, or an experienced genealogist, you can find 
useful and surprising new information on JewishGen.  However, there are so many parts to 
this site, that it is helpful to have a road map as you start off on your quest.  The following is 
adapted from an online guide written by Micha Reisel, of Hod HaSharon in Israel.  

Ed

The Basics of the JewishGen web site
http://www.jewishgen.org/ 

in 10 steps

BE PATIENT AND NEVER GIVE UP!

Steps 1-4 are to find the place your ancestor was from in Eastern Europe
Step 5 is to find his or her given name in alternative spelling forms
Steps 6-10 are to find  him or her in the surname databases of JewishGen .

1. Find the place where your family is from by using the JewishGen  ShtetlSeeker 
 http://www.jewishgen.org/ShtetlSeeker/   The real challenge is to pick the right place:  Start by entering the 
name, as you think it is spelled, in the “towns” page  http://www.jewishgen.org/ShtetlSeeker/loctown.htm taking 
advantage of the “Daitch-Mokotoff Soundex” option.  This will give you the widest possible spelling choice. Check 
again with the “Precise Spelling” , or the “Start with .. “ options.

JewishGen town information is organized according to the country where your shtetl is located TODAY, not  100 or 150 
years ago. And the logical first search should be on the name as it is written TODAY in Belarussian or Lithuanian or 
Polish.

2. Search the JewishGen static pages (which DO NOT include the databases!!) for the name(s) which you think 
match your shtetl at http://www.jewishgen.org/JewishGen/Search.htm   This way you might save yourself a lot of 
anguish, from getting too many alternatives to deal with.  You may even be lucky enough to find that a home page 
already exists on JewishGen for your shtetl. There are already a large number of these listed at 
http://www.shtetlinks.jewishgen.org.

3. Go back to the Shtetlseeker and click on the correct coordinates for your shtetl to go to Mapquest and print out a 
map.  Always good to have in your later quest. You have to figure out in which country  the town was located in the 
past. See footnote1 

4. Do a "Radius search" from your shtetl and 10 to 15 miles around it at 
http://www.jewishgen.org/ShtetlSeeker/locrad.htm.  Many of your family members might have originated from 
towns within walking distance from where they later lived, meaning 10-15 miles "up the road". You may find very 
interesting connections there.

5. Check the alternative forms of your ancestor's first (given) names at the new and spectacular Given Names 
Databases (GNDB) http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/GivenNames/index.htm . You can enter your great 
grandmother's name in Lithuania as for example Chaye Sorah and out comes (among others) that she could have been 
listed in the USA as for example  Ida or Claire.

Now that you have figured out where the ancestor has lived and what his or her first name was or could be, you are 
equipped to start on your real JewishGen search:

Continued on Page 9

 

http://www.jewishgen.org/
http://www.jewishgen.org/ShtetlSeeker/loctown.htm
http://www.jewishgen.org/JewishGen/Search.htm
http://www.shtetlinks.jewishgen.org
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/GivenNames/index.htm
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The JGSO Library is housed in the 
Feldstein Library 

at Congregation Neveh Shalom 

Winter Library Hours 
Call 503-246-8831 x18 to confirm
Sundays, 9 a.m. - 12 noon - when 

Religious School is in session 
Mondays, 9 a.m.- 12 noon 

Tuesdays - CLOSED 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 5 - 8:30 p.m. - when 
Religious School is in session 

Thursdays, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Fridays & Saturdays - CLOSED

Contact JGSO Librarian Harvey Klevit 
klevitha@pacifier.com to suggest new 

acquisitions or for other enquiries about 
the library collection.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Shalshelet is published quarterly by the Jewish 
Genealogical Society of Oregon (JGSO), which 
is affiliated with the Mittleman Jewish 
Community Center (MJCC), Portland, Oregon. 

The Jewish Genealogical Society of Oregon is a 
member of the International Association of 
Jewish Genealogical Societies (IAJGS).

Paid advertisements or inquiries should be 
submitted to the Society in care of the MJCC 
at:

6651 S.W. Capitol Highway
Portland, OR 97219

For permission to reproduce any 
copyrighted material, please contact the 
author.

Visit the JGSO Web Site: 
http://www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs/

Upcoming meetings of the JGSO

Wed. Feb. 13  Board Meeting 

Wed. Feb. 20 7:30 - 9:00 pm
Exploring Your Roots in the US Census. 

Gerald Lenzen a well known local genealogist, will 
discuss:
*   Purposes of the US Census
*   How to use the US Census for your research
*   Key differences between the different censuses
*   Release of the 1930 Census
*   Key information in the 1930 Census

Wed. Mar. 13 Board Meeting

Wed. Mar. 20 Accessing Ellis Island records  
online:   (Anne Leptich)

Wed. Apr. 10 Board Meeting

Sun. Apr. 14 Records in the LDS Family 
History Library. (Special Sunday event)
10:00 am - noon (Chris Rumbaugh)

Wed. May 8 Board Meeting

Wed. May 15 Holocaust Era Research 
(Marshall Lee. Pacific University)

Wed. June 12 Board Meeting

Wed. June 19 Final Event of the Season
 

The Jewish Genealogical Society of Oregon meets 
from  September to June, generally at 7:30 pm on 
the third Wednesday of each month.   Meetings are 
held at the MJCC unless otherwise noted.  

For more information see our web site 
http://www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs .  Meetings are 
usually free of charge to members. All members are 
welcome and encouraged to attend any board 
meetings.

mailto:klevitha@pacifier.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs
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From Page 7:    Guide to JewishGen

6.  Start at the JewishGen Databases index page: http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/    Go through the most 
relevant databases, search, search again, and search again! You can easily spend a few weeks just going 
through the most important databases, with different spellings of the surname. JewishGen is working on a 
consolidated Master Database, but until that day, you will just have to search and search and search.

7.  Then join the researchers in The Family Tree of the Jewish People (FTJP) 
http://www.jewishgen.org/gedcom/.  Register yourself as a researcher with the name(s) of your ancestors, and 
the town (in the spelling of TODAY) they came from. Then study the other researcher's interests.
 
8.  Don't forget the JewishGen Yizkor Book Project Database: http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor . A lot of 
important information is being translated from the original Hebrew/Yiddish/Russian  to English. The 
Yizkor books are books written in the past century to commemorate a shtetl or a city, and the Jews who 
once lived there.

9.  Read the JewishGen InfoFiles http://www.jewishgen.org/infofiles which contain very important pieces of 
information about where to find what you are looking for.

10. Subscribe to one of the JewishGen Special Interest Group (SIG) Mailing Lists like LitvakSIG at 
http://www.jewishgen.org/listserv/sigs.htm .   Here you can find like minded people, ask for help, help others 
and find family!

After having seen what goes on in the JewishGen web site, and especially after you have found some of your 
family there, please do the decent thing and go to the http://www.jewishgen.org/JewishGen-erosity page to 
donate some money to the good cause...

AND don't forget to check the Ellis Island Database, see footnote 2  You'd be surprised what you can find 
there...

______________________

Footnote 1: Try out   Centennia Online  http://www.clockwk.com/clockwk2/shomap1.asp   which is an amazing 
historical atlas, where the borders of Eastern Europe's many states shifted from month to month in the 
crucial years of our great-greatgrandparent's lives.

Footnote 2:  The Ellis Island Database http://www.ellisisland.org  has all the ships manifests from 1892 to 
1924 when most of the Jewish emigrants came to the USA through Ellis Island. There are a lot of hurdles to 
overcome when searching, but the best advice I can give is NEVER GIVE UP! You can start by using the 
(short cut) version developed by Stephen Morse :  the One step search page 
http://home.pacbell.net/spmorse/ellis/ellis.html  which can be narrowed down to the One Step Jewish search 
page  http://home.pacbell.net/spmorse/ellis/ellisjw.html for those who gave their nationality as Hebrew. (and 
NOT all Jews in Eastern Europe did that, of course).

_______________________

Micha Reisel is a consultant for Jewish Family History Publishing. See his web site at  
http://www.toldot.net

His guide to JewishGen can be found at http://www.toldot.net/jewishgen.html

 

http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/
http://www.jewishgen.org/gedcom/
http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor
http://www.jewishgen.org/infofiles
http://www.jewishgen.org/JewishGen-erosity
http://www.clockwk.com/clockwk2/shomap1.asp
http://www.ellisisland.org
http://home.pacbell.net/spmorse/ellis/ellis.html
http://home.pacbell.net/spmorse/ellis/ellisjw.html
http://www.toldot.net
http://www.toldot.net/jewishgen.html
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Jewish Genealogical Society of Oregon
Mittleman Jewish Community Center
6651 S.W. Capitol Highway
Portland, OR 97219

UPCOMING EVENTS

Exploring Your Roots in the US Census
(including discussion of  the  Release of the 

1930 Census.) 

presented by:
Gerald Lenzen

Wednesday, February 20, 2002,  7:30 pm to 9:00 
pm at MJCC

FEATURED INSIDE:

Jewish Genealogy OnLine.................Page 1
Ron Doctor

Standards for Sharing Genealogical 
Information with Others...................Page 2

National Genealogical Society
Given Names Data Bases..................Page 3

Sandra Shapiro
Genetics & Genealogy........................Page 4

M Reisel’s Guide to JewishGen........Page 7


