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President’s Column
Cooperative Activities in Jewish Genealogy

Ronald D. Doctor
e-mail:  rondoctor@qwest.net

There is something special about Jewish genealogy, something that is different from mainstream genealogy. All 
genealogical pursuits depend on cooperation among people who are searching for their family histories, but 
Jewish genealogical activities seem to be characterized by a much greater amount of cooperation than we find 
in the mainstream. 

We don’t have to look far for examples of this. Look at the great work that Elliot Axel and his volunteers 
have done in creating the Oregon Jewish Cemeteries Database and making it available on-line for all to use … 
free.  Look at how we have helped information seekers.  In the past year, I have been relaying to our e-mail 
distribution list requests for genealogical help that we receive, usually from outside of Oregon. In that time, 
we have had more than 65 responses assisting these help seekers.  And, that’s not all. Look at all the people 
who have volunteered to speak at our monthly meetings, relating their experiences and travels, or at the JGSO 
volunteers who staff our tables at special events, or at JGSO members who volunteer for Jewish genealogical 
activities outside of Oregon. And, here in Oregon, we are only a microcosm of a larger universe.

Many of us have used JewishGen (http://www.jewishgen.org) at one time or another. (If you haven’t, you really 
are missing something!) This on-line home for Jewish genealogy is staffed by only three full-time employees … 
and more than 1,000 volunteers working cooperatively. It currently contains more than 10,000 web pages and 
is very well organized. The databases on JewishGen contain almost 5 million records. The name and place 
data that resides in JewishGen’s hundreds of databases was extracted by these 1,000 volunteers from records 
that otherwise would be inaccessible. And, it all is freely available … no strings attached. 

In 1997, JewishGen had 512,000 “hits” (visits) per month. In March this year, JewishGen was running at 3.9 
million visits per month. Let’s take a look at just a few of the largest activities on JewishGen.

• In 1997, 7,400 people had submitted 61,400 surname or town entries to the JewishGen Family Finder 
(JGFF), and 366,000 people searched those entries. By March 2001, JGFF had more than 233,000 
entries from 45,400 submitters, and 3.6 MILLION searches had been carried out. Have you submitted 
your family names? Have you searched the database for possible family connections? If not, point 
your browser to, http://www.jewishgen.org/jgff/.

• In 1998, 235 people had submitted 410,000 names to the new Family Tree of the Jewish People (FTJP), 
resulting in 1,158 e-mail contacts between prospective relatives. By March 2001, the database 
contained almost 1.9 million names submitted by 1,600 people, and there had been 442,000 searches 
and 18,400 e-mail contacts. Can you imagine how much more useful this database would be if all 
45,000 submitters to JGFF uploaded their family trees? Or what if all the people who did 3.6 million 
searches placed their family trees in FTJP? Ask Joan Teller, JGSO’s Secretary, about successes using 
FTJP. She recently added 1,800 relatives to her family tree as a result of an FTJP contact. Have you 
submitted your family tree? Have you searched the database for possible family connections? If not, 
point your browser to, http://www.jewishgen.org/gedcom/.

continued on page  7
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In Memoriam: Amy Levinson

The board of JGSO  is saddened by the recent 
death, on March 31, 2001, of long-time member, 
friend and mentor, Amy Levinson. She was born 
Jan. 12, 1932, in Honolulu. Her maiden name was 
Perlstein. She graduated from Reed College, 
received a master's degree in chemistry from the 
University of Rochester in New York and a law 
degree from Northwestern School of Law at 
Lewis & Clark College. She was an attorney in 
private practice in Portland, retiring in 1994. 
She was a member of Congregation Neveh 
Shalom.  In 1958, she married Al Levinson.  
Survivors include her husband, daughter Ellen 
E., son  Mark R. and sisters, Naomi Kassabian and 
Judy Perlstein. Her daughter Rebecca Anne died 
in 1983. 

Although Amy  was not one of the original 
founders of JGSO, she has been actively involved 
for so many years and in so many ways that the 
members can not remember a time without her. 
Amy held many board positions in JGSO 
including Treasurer, Membership and President.  

Amy was also a leading participant in the Grodno 
Genealogy Group. The following tribute came 
from the Board of Grodno Genealogy Group, Inc. 
" We are sad to hear of the death of Amy 
Levinson. Amy was deeply committed to 
genealogy and the search for her family. She 
was involved with the Grodno Sig from the time 
Jim Yarin founded it and she became deeply 
involved when it became the Grodno Genealogy 
Group, Inc. (GGG) She served as Secretary-
Treasurer of GGG for several years, initiated 
searches for information from the Grodno 
Archives, posted to the Grodno List frequently 
and always expressed her interest and concern 
with the process and progress of genealogy 
research. She was involved with many people 
and projects and had many dreams for the 
Grodno Genealogy Group. She cared about what 
she was involved in. Her illness last year forced 
her to slow down and leave the GGG Board but did 
not lessen her long standing commitment to the 
search for family and to research in Grodno."

JGSO BOARD MEMBERS

Ron Doctor, President,  503-234-9528, 
E-Mail:   rondoctor@qwest.net
Abby Menashe, 1st VP,  503-245-5196, 
E-Mail:  AMenashe@aol.com
Sandra Shapiro, 2nd VP, 
E-Mail:  Sandrasays5@aol.com
Joan Teller, Secretary, 503-636-5626.
Abe Jagendorf, Treasurer, 
E-Mail: ajagendorf@aol.com
Lucille Kraiman, Librarian, 503-245-1825,
E-Mail: lkraiman@hotmail.com

Board Members at large:
Harry Glauber (Editor),  503-788-9464
E-Mail:  Harryg123@aol.com
Robert Behar, 360-834-2385
Christine Olsen,  Christine-Olsen@home.com

JGSO is part of the Mittleman Jewish Community 
Center.

SHALSHELET EDITORIAL BOARD

Editorial Board Editor
Harry Glauber Harry Glauber
Myra Himmelfarb       
Lucille Kraiman
Abby Menashe    
        

JGSO Welcomes new members:
 Fred Schwartz.

Tania Rash,
Julian Kauffman,
Molly Weinstein, 

David & Donna Zeit

(JGSO now has over 70 members)

JGSO Family Finder: 

Searching for GARFINKEL, KRASELSKY, 
GOLDBERG, GOLDSMITH, LITVINKSI, 
TENENBAUM: all from Divin (near Kobryn), 
Belarus, and KLYN, LEVY: from Kortelisky, 
Volhynia.  Contact Sandra Shapiro 
Sandrasays5@aol.com

JGSO members may submit family finder listings to 
the editor at Harryg123@aol.com

The David Bernstein Memorial Fund of the JGSO has 
received donations in honor of Amy Levinson’s 

memory from:
Joan Teller                                                       Sandra Shapiro
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New On-line Resources 

JewishGen recently announced a major new database:
The JewishGen Yizkor Book Necrology Database.  This 
database indexes the names of persons in the necrologies -- 
the lists of Holocaust martyrs -- published in the Yizkor 
Books which have been translated as part of the JewishGen 
Yizkor Book Translation Project.

The database currently contains over 90,000 entries from the
necrologies of 110 different Yizkor Books.  Many of these
entries are for family groups; therefore, the 90,000 entries
in this database represent well over 200,000 individuals.

While most of these necrologies have already been 
available on the JewishGen web site, the JewishGen Yizkor 
Book Necrology Database allows the surnames to be 
searched via Daitch-Mokotoff Soundex.  Because most of 
these names were transliterated from Hebrew and Yiddish, 
the spellings of the surnames may not be as you are used to 
seeing them in Latin-alphabet sources; therefore, standard 
internet searches would not find them. The  D-M Soundex 
search capabilities of this new database solves this 
problem.

The JewishGen Yizkor Book Necrology Database can be 
found at http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/yizkor. The 
database is an index of names; it directs researchers back to 
the online translation of the Yizkor Book itself, where more 
complete information may be available.

JGSO On-line

Thanks to the efforts of JGSO Board Member 
Christine Olsen, our web site is looking  better and better. 
Take a look at some of the new features:  especially notable 
are transcripts from the Oregon Jewish Oral History Project, 
a project led by Shirley Tanzer in 1975. The archives are 
kept at the Oregon Jewish Museum, and tell the stories of 
Jews who settled in South Portland at the turn of the century. 
Read about the life of Gertrude Feves, a woman of Russian 
parents who came to Portland via Colorado and Baker, 
Oregon.  Bessie Harris lived across the street from 
Neighborhood House and describes growing up in the  old 
neighborhood.

In addition, don't miss the trip reports our members 
have submitted. So far, we have the following reports on the 
web site: Bob Behar on his trip to Bejar, Spain; Linda Hugle 
on her trip to Iasi, Romania and Skidel, Poland; and Sandra
Shapiro on her trip to Chern'any, Divin, and Minsk, 
Belarus. These reports are complete with wonderful on-line 
photos.  You will also find a list of our library holdings 
(books, microfiches etc.)

Visit our web site at  at http://www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs/

Upcoming JGSO Events.
Leading Jewish Genealogists to visit 

Portland: “Jewish Genealogy: Linking the 
Past and The Future” 

Jewish family history enthusiasts will have a rare 
opportunity to hear three eminent Jewish 
genealogists speak, as well as answer questions, 
at a dinner May 16, 2001, sponsored by JGSO. 
Gary Mokotoff, publisher of Avotaynu, Eileen 
Polakoff, professional genealogist, and Hal 
Bookbinder, vice-president of the International 
Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies, will 
also be making presentations as part of the 
National Genealogical Society convention to be 
held in Portland at the Oregon Convention Center 
May 16-19, 2001. Convention attendance is not 
required to attend the JGSO dinner on Wednesday 
the 16th, however advance dinner reservations are 
preferred. For more information, and to register for 
the dinner, go to the NGS web site at 
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org. Information can 
also be found at the JGSO web site at 
http://www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs and clicking on 
the NGS Conference link.  A small number of last 
minute dinner reservations may be possible on the 
day of the event. Check at the on-site registration 
area which is located in Concourse A,  lower level, 
under the pendulum at the Convention Center, 
before 4:00 pm.  You can reach Sandra Shapiro, 
dinner coordinator, at 503-694-5646.

Coming in June: watch the video “There Once 
Was a Town: "In order to understand the soul of a people, 
one must walk on their land and visit their shtetl," begins 
There Once Was a Town, a memorial to Eishyshok, Poland, 
a small town where 3,500 Jews were brutally murdered in 
1941. Fifty-six years after the massacre, a bus load of 
survivors led by  scholar Yaffa Eliach return "to awaken old 
memories and confront long-silenced ghosts." The 
documentary, partly based on Eliach's book There Once Was 
a World, does a perfect job recreating the town in the time of 
Hitler and in following the survivors, whose stories can be 
wrenching to relive. The horrors (mass execution, parents 
killed in front of children, harrowing escapes) are 
counterbalanced by a joyful presentation of the rhythms of life 
of the town before the German army invaded. Fact-filled 
narration, nicely voiced by actor Ed Asner (a descendant of an 
Eishyshok family) helps weave together a rich collection of 
stills (Eliach's father was a town photographer) and historical 
and contemporary footage. Here, history truly comes alive; 
the dead are no longer statistics, but a close community of 
Jews who reveled in their lives.” From Amazon.com review.

http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/yizkor
http://www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs/
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Have you used the CJSI???

Avotaynu recently announced  a major update to its 
Consolidated Jewish Surname Index (CJSI)  located at 
http://www.avotaynu.com/csi/csi-home.html. The surnames 
contained in the following databases have been added:
     Jewish Records Indexing - Poland
     All-Lithuania Database
     All-Belarus Database
     All-Latvia Database
     JewishGen Family Finder

CJSI is a database of databases. It is an index to 31 different 
sources of information about (mostly) Jewish surnames. 
Rather than searching the indexes for each source separately 
to see if there is information relevant to your research, CJSI 
indicates which databases contain surnames of interest to 
you. Links are provided to other Web sites that either have 
the databases or information about how to access the data. 
Most of the sources that are not online are published in 
books or on microfiche. In combination, all 31 sources 
represent more than 2 million records for approximately 
370,000 unique surnames.

CJSI has some special features to enhance it usefulness. The 
index is presented in Daitch-Mokotoff soundex order rather 
than alphabetically. This means that many spelling variants 
of a surname appear on consecutive lines. CJSI is browseable 
like a telephone book. It does not merely provide you with a 
list of surnames that match the soundex code. Keying in a 
given surname places you at a certain point in the database. 
You can then search up and down the database beyond the 
limits of the soundex code. This allows you also to review 
surnames that are small variations of the one being searched. 
Finally, an advanced search feature allows you to mix exact 
matching and soundexing of the letters of the surname, 
lowering the incidence of false positives (the procedure is 
described at the Internet site).
 
Gary Mokotoff indicates that Avotaynu plans to update CJSI 
at least semi-annually to include the additions that have been 
made to these steadily growing databases.

JewishGenMall Online

JewishGen has added an Online Mall at 
http://www.jewishgen.org/jewishgenmall/:   Here you will 
find a collection of stores focusing  on products of interest to 
those searching Jewish ancestral lines. Mall Managers  have 
selected books, software, and videos, as well as genealogical 
gift items,  explicitly for their instructional value, enabling 
researchers to better understand the history of our people and 
the circumstances which shaped the communities from which 
our ancestors originated.  Purchases support the JewishGen 
budget and help to provide more and more information as a 
public service. 

YOU ARE INVITED....

The JGSO holds its monthly board meetings on the 
2nd Wednesday of each  month (August-June) at 
7:00 pm at the Mittleman Jewish Community 
Center. All JGSO members are invited to attend. 
Volunteers are needed for a variety of JGSO 
activities:

For more information, contact Ron Doctor at 
(503)-234-9528 or E-mail rondoctor@qwest.net

New web site devoted to Sephardic Genealogy

JewishGen has announced its newest web site: 
SephardicSIG: Sephardic Genealogy at JewishGen, 
http://www.jewishgen.org/SefardSIG/.   

You can subscribe to  the SIG's companion mail list 
Sefard Forum: E-mail Discussion Group For 
Researchers Of Sephardic Genealogy,  at 
http://www.jewishgen.org/infofiles/SefardForum.htm

This new web site  is hosted by Jeffrey S. Malka 
who  brings his  award-winning  Sephardic web site,  
"Resources for Sephardic genealogy,"  to  
JewishGen.  Joyce Field,  JewishGen VP for 
Research commented: "JewishGen recognizes that 
there are no boundaries in the Jewish family and 
that developing new pathways for Sephardic 
research will enhance everyone's understanding and 
appreciation of Jewish history and its magnificent 
diversity.  Jeff's belief that the Sephardic definition 
should include both Ladino- and non-Ladino-
speaking Jews as well as Mizrahim and other non-
Ashkenazi Jews the world over will bring to 
JewishGen a wealth of new material from which we 
all will benefit.  If we grasp that Sephardic Jews were 
90% of all Jewry through the 12th Century, we can 
see how Sephardic research can expand our 
horizons."

The SephardicSIG web site is beautifully laid out 
with a great deal of useful information and links. 
There are articles about Jewish naming practices, as 
well as the origin and meaning of  Sephardic names. 
There are links to a wide variety of general and 
region-specific web sites, as well as historical 
articles potentially of interest to all Jewish 
genealogists.

http://www.avotaynu.com/csi/csi-home.html
http://www.jewishgen.org/jewishgenmall/
mailto:rondoctor@qwest.net
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http://www.jewishgen.org/infofiles/SefardForum.htm
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My Great Grandfather’s Immigration to America  from Vilna, Lithuania  

By Jennifer Subotnick

One hundred and nine years ago a little boy traveled to America.  Chaim Udel Kalmonichus was born July 14, 1891, in 
Vilna, Lithuania.   He and his family came to America for a better life.  They were one family among hundreds of thousands who 
immigrated during this period of restrictions for Jews in Russia.   Chaim was my great grandfather.  

Chaim’s father, Jonah Kalmonichus, was born in 1852.  He was raised in Vilna, Lithuania, which bordered the Baltic Sea.  
Vilna was the Lithuanian center of Jewish study.  Jews were forced to live in one area of Eastern Europe, called the Pale of 
Settlement.  Most towns (shtetls) that Jews lived in those days were very small.  Jews would work as butchers, bakers, cobblers, or 
seamstresses.  Jonah was a furrier: he made fur coats.  He did not earn a lot of money and often worked 14 to 16 hours a day.  This 
was a tiring regimen.

Children in these shtetls studied religion, Hebrew, Torah, and the Jewish law.  Jonah himself was well versed in Torah and 
Talmud and he was also very observant.  Because Jonah was an only child, he was was exempt form being conscripted into the 
Czar’s army. Jonah married his wife, Nachama Leah Glaser, in 1874 when he was 22 and she was 19.  They had seven sons and three 
daughters born in Lithuania. Chaim, the tenth child, was born eleven months before the family left for America.   Their last child, 
Elinore, was born in America.

Jonah and Nachama realized that they could never adequately provide for their ten children in Vilna.  Jews in Vilna were 
second-class citizens and the Czarist anti-Jewish laws were oppressive.  Education was very expensive and hard to get.  As soon as 
boys were old enough to work for the family, they quit school and got a job.  Girls helped their mothers around the house.  Rumors 
of looting, pillaging, and killing were well known to Jonah and Nachama and often Jews lived in constant fear.  Jonah and Nachama 
wanted tranquility, economic opportunity, and protection and they realized they could not get this in Vilna.

In late 1891, Jonah journeyed to America with his two oldest children Rebecca and Harris.  They lived in a few rooms in a 
tenement, and decided that the rest of the family should join them.  Less than a year later, in 1892, Nachama and the remaining eight 
children began their journey.  They traveled by train from Vilna to Hamburg, Germany, where they boarded the S.S. Gellert.

The passage to America across the Atlantic took about two weeks.  Up to 2,000 people could be crammed into steerage and 
it was not very pleasant.  The air would become rank with the smell of food, sea-sickness and people.  There was almost no privacy 
and the lack of adequate toilet facilities did not make the trip fun.  If you were lucky, the ship would provide kosher food, but most 
steamship lines did not.  

The S.S. Gellert reached New York’s harbor June 3, 1892.  Once the family arrived at the mainland they were immediately 
ushered onto an open-air ferry to go to Ellis Island.  The harbors at Ellis Island were always full and perhaps the Kalmonichus family 
had to wait for hours standing in the ferry before they got onto Ellis Island.

As they looked about the Registry Hall, they saw people of all religions and heard languages from many different countries.  
There were Russian Jews, Irish farmers, Greeks, Italians, Cossacks, English, and Arabs: all these people flocked to this great country 
to seek their fortune.  The nine members of the Kalmonichus family were among 81,511 immigrants from Russia to America in 
1892.  Most people were allowed into America, but about two percent were excluded for various reasons, often up to 1,000 people a 
month.

The immigrants were given numbered tags showing the ship’s manifest page and the line number on which their names 
appeared.  Doctors would look at the immigrants for signs of illness as they walked into the Registry Room.  The primary diseases 
that the doctors looked for were cholera, favus (a scalp and nail fungus), insanity and mental impairments.

Chalk marks were created to distinguish what illness each passenger might suffer from.  From these chalk marks, doctors 
would know if further medical examination was necessary.  Sometimes intelligence tests were used.

The Registry Hall was huge and confusing.  The immigrants were asked their age, occupation, if they were married or not, 
and their goals and morals. After inspection, people would go down the Stairs of Separation, and this marked the parting of many 
families and friends from the old country.

When Nachama arrived, she and the children were met by Jonah, Becky and Harris  in the immigration offices.  There was a 
wonderful reunion.  After all the legal ends were tied up, the family of twelve got an uptown horse-drawn trolley in Manhattan’s 
Battery Park area.  They then went to settle into a walk-up tenement on East Broadway.  This was a popular section for Jewish 
immigrants to live.

By 1895 there were 3,000 Jews living in New York.  Many Jews lived in Manhattan’s Lower East Side--by 1910 more than 
half a million Jews lived there.  Synagogues, cafes, theaters, bars, and apartments fought for space in Manhattan’s busy streets.  The 
immigrants spoke Yiddish and their native languages while learning English as quickly as they could. Jonah and Nachama started 
out in a small apartment on Manhattan’s Lower East Side.  Gradually the family saved enough money to move into a large, roomy 
house!  Around 1900, they bought a two-story Victorian that was at 262 Stockton Street, Brooklyn.  Jonah converted two rooms in 
his house into a small synagogue and library/study.  Neighbors often came over to attend services.

continued of Page 6
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My Great Grandfather’s Immigration to America  from Vilna, Lithuania, continued

There were many jobs available for hard-working men.  Kalmonichus, however, was very long and hard to spell, so Jonah changed 
their name to Cohen.  Jonah was a furrier and a rabbi. Jonah’s sons had a variety of jobs. David worked in a clothes factory.  
Conditions in these factories were awful.  David probably had to work in a hot, stuffy, badly-lit room.  Wages were very low: in 
1914 workers earned only 35 cents an hour.  Samuel became a dentist; he did fillings, extracted teeth and made false teeth.  He 
often took care of the dental needs of the family.  Louis became a high school teacher.  Barnett, called Barney, wanted to be a civil 
engineer, but died from consumption before his graduation.       

Chaim arrived in America when he was eleven months old.  He changed his name from Chaim Udel to Julius Harris 
because he did not like his nickname, Hymie.  He was raised in a strictly Jewish home.  They kept Kosher and the family followed 
all the rules of Shabbat.  Once, on a Sabbath afternoon Julius and Jonah were walking and Jonah spotted a coin lying in the street.  
Since it was Shabbat, Julius could not pick the coin up.  So Jonah told Julius to push the money closer to the curb so it would not 
be easily spotted by passers-by.  Julius later retrieved the coin, a whole half-dollar, no small sum in those days.

Julius left school when he was 14 and probably got a job in a store.  Julius was not a morning person, so to get up early, 
he tied a string to his foot that led from his room to the kitchen several rooms below.  His mother would tug on the string ensuring 
that Julius would get to work on time.  Julius wanted to be an actor in the Yiddish theater, but was struck by stage fright.

Julius met his wife when he was 18.  He had gone to the store on his bike where he saw a 14 year-old girl who was crying.  
He soon found out that the girl had tried to buy something but that the storekeeper did not have change for a twenty dollar bill.  
She had then given her money to a stranger to get change, and the stranger had taken the money and had not come back. He walked 
the girl to his house and introduced her to his family.  Yetta Rife soon became good friends with Julius and his entire family.  
They were married a few years later in Pittsfield, Massachusetts.  Together, they had three sons: Abner Benedict, born October 6, 
1914, Sanford Milton, my grandfather, born April 22, 1919, and their youngest, Jerome, born June 12, 1924.

To support his growing family, Julius cut cloth in a factory and became a dress designer.  Later he worked as a trolley car 
conductor and then as a cab driver.  He also held jobs as an inventory technician and clerk in a hardware store. Many years later, 
after his wife Yetta died in August, 1969, his son Jerome got him a job in an arts and crafts store.  Julius also made craft items--he 
sewed aprons, baby bibs, and pot holders and he made tile trivets which he either sold or gave as presents.  He retired when he was 
80 years old from the arts and crafts store.

Abner retired in 1980 after a career as a graphic designer in the private sector and government service.  He later returned to 
the University of Maryland to get a B.A. in Studio Art and a Masters in Fiction Writing.  My Uncle Abner is still writing and is 
active in various projects.   Both Sanford and Jerome were World War II veterans.  Sanford was in the mopping-up operation across 
Europe in 1944-1945.  He was a postal clerk and retired from the U.S. Postal Service.  He died from cancer in 1994.  Jerome was in 
the Allied D-Day operation across the English Channel in France, and he earned a Purple Heart.  Jerome went to Indiana University 
and became a cost accountant; he retired from the federal government and died from cancer February 20, 1999.

Chaim Udel Kalmonichus left Vilna, Lithuania, as an infant eleven months old.  He died in Silver Springs, Maryland, at 
the age of 96 on October 12, 1987. When he died, he was the grandfather of seven children and the great grandfather of 14.   As 
Julius Harris Cohen, he had a long, successful life in America--he fulfilled his parents’ dreams of living the good life in America, 
the land of freedom and opportunity.  His life was rich in the love of his family and he was free to practice his religion and work in 
any job he chose.  He and his wife raised three sons who were also successful and good American citizens.  His story shows how 
the journey to America from Europe gave Julius the opportunity to have a better life than he would have had in Czarist Lithuania--
like millions of other immigrants to America. 

Sources:
1. Cohen, Abner.  Personal Interview. 28 Feb. 2001.
2. Cohen, Ephraim.  “The Decision to Leave Russia -- No Regrets,”  The Jonah and Nachama Family.  Silver Springs, MD:  

1991, p. 1, 2, 3, 6, and 7.
3.  “Ellis Island History, Passage,”  17 Feb. 2001. http://www.ellisisland.com/passage.html.
4.  “Ellis Island History, Inspection,”  17 Feb. 2001. http://www.ellisisland.com/inspection.html.
5. Sagan, Miriam.  Tracing Our Jewish Roots.  Santa Fe, New Mexico: 1993, p. 22.
6. Cohen, Abner.  “The Sabbath Stroll,” The Jonah and Nachama Family, Silver Springs, MD: 1991, p. 35.
7. Joseph, Samuel.  Jewish Immigration to the United States,  New York, NY,  1914, p. 164.

Jennifer Subotnick is the daughter of JGSO member Ron Subotnick. She wrote this essay as part of the REACH  program at 
Robert Gray Middle School in Portland.  Her father comments: “ this assignment has brought our family closer together because we 
all helped her get the information. The process of doing this school assignment has been a very meaningful experience.  I would 
like to thank Robert Gray Middle School for making this a requirement.”  The Editor invites other JGSO members and their 
children to submit narratives about their family histories or the experience of doing genealogical research together.
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YIZKOR BOOK COLLECTION TO MOVE TO NEVEH SHALOM LIBRARY

Presidents Column
continued from Page 1

• The Yizkor Book Project (http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/) translated and put on-line 9 partial 
Yizkor Books in 1997. Today, the Project has 286 partial translations available for you. That’s 
more than 25% of the known Yizkor Book titles. Many of these translations contain name 
indexes to help you search for possible relatives. Most of these Yizkor Books were printed 
in Hebrew and Yiddish and effectively were inaccessible before the several thousand 
volunteers dedicated countless hours to produce English translations with on-line access.

• The JewishGen/IAJGS On-line Worldwide Jewish Burial Registry project  (for details look at  
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/cemetery/) is evolving out of the older IAJGS Jewish 
Cemeteries Project. For a glimpse of what is coming, take a look at the Bristol Cemeteries 
Database (http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/bristol.htm), complete with photos.

• In 1997, there were 68 ShtetLinks (http://www.jewishgen.org/ShtetLinks/) on-line. (A ShtetLink is 
a web site devoted to a particular town or locality.) Today, volunteers are maintaining 431 
ShtetLinks, all freely accessible through JewishGen. Is your ancestral town among them?

• In 2000, the JewishGen Discussion Group had 3,540 subscribers and carried more than 15,000 
messages. If you need help with methodology, or with finding a lost ancestor, or have any 
other Jewish genealogy question, this is the place to go. Subscriptions are free, and it is easy 
to post your question or comment for all 3,500 subscribers to see. To subscribe, point your 
web browser to, http://www.jewishgen.org/JewishGen/DiscussionGroup.htm. I guarantee that 
you will get at least one response, and probably several. And, the Discussion Group now 
has a wonderful new feature called ViewMate. If you need a document or tombstone 
translated, simply upload a photo to ViewMate, and post a help message on the Discussion 
Group. The cooperative, helpful spirit is thriving here.

• JewishGen also hosts Jewish Records Indexing – Poland (JRI-Poland).  This is a separately 
incorporated cooperative organization which is staffed entirely by volunteers. JRI-Poland 
(http://www.jewishgen.org/JRI-PL/) is dedicated to creating searchable indexes of names 
drawn from the vital records of Poland and all the areas that at one time were part of 
Poland. This includes parts of Lithuania, Belarus, Ukraine, and Galicia. The database is 
expanding by leaps and bounds. It currently contains more than 900,000 records from 150 
towns. As with all JewishGen databases, JRI-Poland is free.

Many other Jewish genealogy resources are available on JewishGen. I guarantee you will be 
astounded by what you find there. And all of it is free. All you have to do is go on-line and use it. 
But free does not mean that it is without cost. To constantly expand existing name and place 
databases, and to constantly add new information and helpful features, requires that computer 
systems and on-line connections must be constantly upgraded and expanded. That takes money. 
Yet, last year, only 2,100 people (only 3.3% of JewishGen’s users) voluntarily sent in monetary 
contributions to support the millions and millions of searches that are performed every year. As a 
result, JewishGen is in a perpetual cash-flow bind. I urge you to help support this unique and 
valuable effort. If you can’t volunteer your time and/or skills, send a contribution so that 
JewishGen can continue bringing us this incredible wealth of information about our ancestors. 
Point your web browser to http://www.jewishgen.org/jewishgen-erosity/contribute.html and make 
your contribution today.

 

http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/cemetery/
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/bristol.htm
http://www.jewishgen.org/ShtetLinks/
http://www.jewishgen.org/JewishGen/DiscussionGroup.htm
http://www.jewishgen.org/JRI-PL/
http://www.jewishgen.org/jewishgen-erosity/contribute.html
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The JGSO Library is housed in the 
Feldstein Library 

at Congregation Neveh Shalom 
Monday, Wednesday , Thursday

10 am - 2:00 pm  
Wednesday* 6:30 pm-8:30 pm

Sunday* 9 am to noon
*when religious school in session

Call 503-246-8831 ext 18 to confirm hours

 
We now have a second microfiche reader in 
working order!    The  microfiche films &  
readers are kept in the JGSO Archives at 
Neveh Shalom and can be accessed by 
arrangement with Lucille Kraiman (503 245-
1825 or  lkraiman@hotmail.com)

New in the library: CD-ROMs of the Family 
History Library catalog and the Family Tree of 
the Jewish People 2.0 (For Windows only)

Contact Lucille Kraiman to suggest new 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Shalshelet is published quarterly by the Jewish 
Genealogical Society of Oregon, which is 
affiliated with the Mittleman Jewish Community 
Center, Portland, Oregon.

Paid advertisements or inquiries should be 
submitted to the Society in care of the MJCC at:

6651 S.W. Capitol Highway
Portland, OR 97219

For permission to reproduce any copyrighted 
material, please contact the author.

Visit the JGSO Web Site: 
http://www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs/

JGSO meets monthly, from September to June, 
generally on the third Wednesday of each 
month.  Meetings are held at the MJCC unless 
noted otherwise.  For more information see our 
web site  or E-mail, Ron Doctor, JGSO 
President, rondoctor@qwest.net.  Meetings are 
usually free of charge to members.

Are you traveling to New York? 

All JGS members are welcome to visit, write, or call the new 
Center for Jewish History Genealogy Institute, located in New 
York City.  The Center for Jewish History embodies the unique 
partnership of five major institutions of Jewish scholarship, 
history and art: American Jewish Historical Society, American 
Sephardi Federation, Leo Baeck Institute, Yeshiva University 
Museum and the YIVO Institute for Jewish Research. The 
Center serves the worldwide academic and general 
communities with combined holdings of approximately 100 
million archival documents, a half million books, & thousands 
of photographs, artifacts, paintings and textiles--the largest 
repository documenting the Jewish experience outside of Israel.

The five partner institutions have always served individuals 
interested in exploring their "roots." Now together at the 
Center for Jewish History, they are working with the Jewish 
genealogy community to serve family history researchers at 
every level.  The Center Genealogy Institute (CGI) has been 
formed to carry out this critical aspect of the Center's mission. 
The CGI is developing educational and reference services for 
family historians, with the long-term goal of helping to 
integrate knowledge of family history into Jewish life and 
making it a fundamental part of Jewish literacy. 

A comprehensive collection of genealogy reference works  is 
being built, including general genealogy reference works, 
archival directories and inventories, translation guides, 
gazetteers, maps and historical atlases, and a complete 
collection of newsletters from genealogical societies. The 
Center's reading room, adjacent to the Genealogy Institute, 
holds open stacks with a wealth of reference material, 
including biographical dictionaries, Holocaust reference works, 
encyclopedias and printed indexes. In addition, the public 
computers at the Center offer complete Internet access. 
Ancestry.com and other electronic resources will be accessible 
from the Center's computers free of charge. 
  
Currently, the first group of Genealogy Institute volunteers, a 
group with diverse and deep family history research 
experience, is helping to answer inquiries the CGI receives by 
letter and e-mail and to serve patrons in person. One day when 
a researcher comes to the Center to trace a relative who was a 
WWII refugee, he or she will receive a fact sheet on the 
refugee assistance organizations whose records are held at 
YIVO, AJHS, and LBI.  Inquiries, visits, and support are 
welcome as the Center Genealogy Institute makes every effort 
to contribute to the growth of Jewish family history research.
Contact Information:
Center Genealogy Institute
Center for Jewish History
15 West 16th Street, New York, NY 10011
(212) 294-8324   GI@cjh.org

c
a

http://www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs/
mailto:rondoctor@qwest.net
mailto:GI@cjh.org
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AN OLD DOG CAN LEARN NEW TRICKS

by Joan Teller

Computers are a new mystery to me! But there on the display table at meeting of the Jewish Genealogical Society 
of Oregon was an open laptop beckoning to me.  The open window only asked for a name.  So into the depths of 
the Family Tree of the Jewish People, I wrote the maiden name of my grandmother’s grandmother.  A new 
World was opened!

The name was Bomeisler.  I knew that my grandmother’s grandmother Eleonora Bomeisler Lorch died in San 
Antonio, Texas, on Sept. 11, 1855.  Hers was the first burial in the first Hebrew cemetery in San Antonio. Her 
story had been printed in the Western States Jewish History of March 1973 and several other journals. I had 
visited her grave.

She had buried her husband,  Benedikt Lorch, in Cincinnati in l849 and had moved to Texas in about 1853 to join 
her daughter Rachel Feinberg and her grand-daughter, Rebecca Cohen Mayer and their families who were already 
established in San Antonio. Henry Mayer had three business locations and Sigmund Feinberg worked for him.  
Eleanora worried about her own health and always carried with her a shroud and money for her burial.  When she 
discovered that there was no Jewish cemetery in San Antonio, she contributed $100 for the purchase of four 
acres, which later became the Beth El Cemetery on Crockett and Palmetto.  Jewish religious services in San 
Antonio and an informal religious school were held as early as 1854 in the home of Rebecca and Henry Mayer, 
my grandparents.

A new name to me, Kitty Munson Cooper, has established a web site that included Bomeislers from Floss in 
Bavaria.  An Eleonore was listed as born in 1783 in Heidelberg.  Her father and her grandfather were from Floss.  
I had not heard that name before. If this was my Eleonora, she had come a long way from this little town of 
which I was soon to learn so much. My grandmother, Rebecca Cohn Mayer, had written her memories over a 
period of many years.  She was 90 (1927) before she had finished.  Then her daughter had typed them.  Errors 
were not only possible but also inevitable.  She had listed her grandmother’s birth as 1785 in Munich, Bavaria.  
Munich was not too far from Heidelberg. But there is no doubt that Eleonore and Eleonora are the same person.  
The parents and siblings names are mostly the same - - though a Moses may have become Louis when he got to 
Philadelphia. Eleanora’s mother’s name was listed as Josepha Heller in one place and Eller in the other, but 
Benedikt Lorch was the name of the husband that she came to America with. I had visited his grave in Ohio.  
 
Thanks to Kitty’s computer skills and great photography, I now have recent pictures of the Main Street, the 
Judenburg which is the hill where the Jews lived, the synagogue, as well as  surrounding scenery, and a map.  I have 
history and background information.  I know that in 1684 only four Jewish families were permitted to settle in 
Floss.  All the Jews who came from Floss thereafter were descended from the original four, either directly or by 
marriage.  I know about  three generations more than I had before.  I have the names of other families from 
Floss. I would never have known all this without discovering Kitty!

I won the lottery and I only bought a computer!         

Editors note:
Joan Teller is a member of the board of the JGSO. The web page about Floss that Joan refers to can be viewed at 
http://www.jewishgen.org/Shtetlinks/floss/floss-home.html.  This is one of the many wonderful sites devoted to 
towns that you can find through the Shtetlinks feature of JewishGen.   The Family Tree of the Jewish People 
(FTJP) can also be searched online at http://www.jewishgen.org/gedcom/

http://www.jewishgen.org/Shtetlinks/floss/floss-home.html
http://www.jewishgen.org/gedcom/
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Jewish Genealogical Society of Oregon
Mittleman Jewish Community Center
6651 S.W. Capitol Highway
Portland, OR 97219

UPCOMING EVENTS

May 16-19, 2001: 2001 CONFERENCE IN THE 
STATES presented by The National Genealogical 
Society, at the Oregon Convention Center. 

JGSO Dinner Meeting at the Oregon 
Convention Center, May 16th, 2001. See Page 3.
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