
Shalshelet                         Page  1

 Shalshelet 
Issue 9 A Publication of the Jewish Genealogical  Society of Oregon Fall  2001

HOW YIZKOR BOOKS CAN HELP YOUR FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH.

Ronald D. Doctor
President, JGS Oregon

As Jewish genealogists we search many databases and other resources for the names of our ancestors and 
factual information about them. Sometimes, though, we forget that our family histories can be enriched if we 
include information about the places and times in which they lived, colorful information that helps us 
understand their daily travails and joys. Yizkor Books can provide that human context.

Most of the 1200-plus Yizkor Books that exist today were written in the 30 years following WW2. They were 
written by survivors of the Holocaust and by those who left the old country in the decade preceding the rise 
of Nazism. Each book was written as a remembrance, as a memorial to the ancestral town and to the Jews 
who had lived there. Most books relate the history of the town (often reaching back to the town’s origin… as 
far back as the middle ages). They tell stories about prominent people (and some not so prominent), 
anecdotes about daily life and relationships, political and economic controversies, and of course the diverse 
ways in which Judaism was practiced. Most books include a necrology, listing the people who were murdered 
during the Holocaust. JewishGen’s Yizkor Book Project has compiled into a single searchable database all the 
names that appear in the necrologies of the books that have been translated to date. To search this Necrology 
Database, go to http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/yizkor/.

Even if you are interested only in names of people from the town, the Yizkor Book can be a surprisingly rich 
source of data. I have been involved in a translation project for the Yizkor Books of Kremenets, Ukraine. So 
far, with only about 10% of one book translated, we have compiled an index of almost 600 names, and some 
of these people date back to the last decades of the 19th century. If the shtetl was small, your chances of 
finding an ancestor are reasonably good. But, as I mentioned, names are only a small part of the value of 
these books. Let’s take a look at how these books are structured and what you can expect to find in them.

Most Yizkor Books are written in both Hebrew and Yiddish. Very few are in English. That’s why relatively 
few American Jewish genealogists have explored them. That situation is changing.  Jewishgen’s Yizkor Book 
translation project (http://www.jewishgen.org/Yizkor) now has partial translations online of Yizkor Books from 
almost 300 towns, mostly from Eastern Europe.  Created by volunteers, these translations are freely available 
to you. The Kremenets books are fairly typical. Let’s look at how one of them is structured.

Pinkas Kremenitz is 454 pages long. The first 271 pages are in Hebrew. The remainder is in Yiddish. There is a 
detailed Table of Contents, but no Index, not even an index of names. This is a defect that we are remedying 
in the translation. Each part of the book is divided into chapters, and each chapter into titled sections. Each 
section was written by a different person. The Hebrew part of the book contains these chapters:

• Introduction and History – This 45-page chapter covers the history of Kremenets from the 11th 
century to the beginning of the 19th century.

• Chapters in the history of Kremenets Jewry – Covers the period from the 19th century to the 
beginning of the Holocaust.

• Rabbi Yitskhak Ber Levinson (RYB"L) – Reviews the life and teachings of a famous Kremenets 
Rabbi, a proponent of the "Enlightenment".

Continued on Page  7   

http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/yizkor/
http://www.jewishgen.org/Yizkor
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SHALSHELET NEEDS WRITERS

Please contact Harry Glauber 
(Harryg123@aol.com or 503-788-9464) if 
you are able and willing to help produce 
this JGSO newsletter.

Cemetery Project Update
by Elliot Axel

The Oregon portion of the International Jewish 
Cemetery Project is now about 95% complete, with over 
8000 graves in 15 cemeteries recorded. As an offshoot of 
this project, the computerization of the records of the 
two cemeteries of Congregation Neveh Shalom (3600 
graves in the Neveh Tzedek and Ahavei Shalom 
cemeteries) was recently completed and presented to the 
Congregation. The database generates  automated plot 
maps which all bear the inscription: "Prepared by Elliot 
Axel and The Jewish Genealogical Society of Oregon in 
memory of Amy Levinson".  The database system is now 
in daily use.

 After completing an update of the data gathered over the 
last two years, CD-ROMs of the entire Oregon 
Cemeteries database will be given to all the synagogues in 
the area, and to Holman's Funeral Home to assist them in 
providing grave location services to the community. The 
database which has been available since last year on the 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Oregon web site 
(http://www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs/). will be updated. It will 
also be submitted to JewishGen's Burial Records Project 
for inclusion in their worldwide database.
 
For information contact: ekaxel@home.com.

----------------
JGSO On-line

Thanks to the work of JGSO Board Member Christine 
Olsen, the JGSO web site is looking  better and better. 
Visit our web site at 
http://www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs/  to find 
information useful to your genealogical work:

• A full listing of the holdings of the JGSO library 
at Congregation Neveh Shalom.

• List of the Yizkor books held in the Congregation 
Neveh Shalom library.

• Links to a variety of useful tools, e.g.
• Social Security Death Index on-line search 
• LDS Family Search
• Immigrant Ships Transcribers Guild
• Federation of East European Family 

History Societies
• Oregon Jewish Cemeteries database
• JewishGen and all its resources

• Back issues of this newsletter
• Transcripts of oral histories of members of the 

early Oregon Jewish community.
• Reports of trips abroad made by society members in 

search of their family roots.

Genealogy Software

A frequent question for newcomers to the pursuit of 
genealogy is “What software should I use?”. It is hard to 
imagine keeping track of a growing number of family tree 
branches without a computer program to enter, organize 
and report your information. There are dozens of software 
products available, each with its own advocates.  I 
personally love using Reunion for Macintosh 
(www.Leisterpro.com),  making it a snap to enter and 
organize my data, including scanned images. In a few 
seconds the program  generates customized reports and 
charts, and can publish reports to the web. It  calculates 
complex relationships and  converts Roman to Hebrew 
dates in an instant.  There is no limit to the number of 
individuals in a family file: some users report over 20,000!

As a service to Shalshelet readers, I ask all of you who use 
computer software to send me a message 
(Harryg123@aol.com) letting me know what program you 
use, what you like about and what you find lacking.  I will 
compile your reports into a summary in the next issue of 
Shalshelet.

Harry Glauber

mailto:rondoctor@qwest.net
mailto:AMenashe@aol.com
mailto:Sandrasays5@aol.com
mailto:klevitha@pacifier.com
mailto:Harryg123@aol.com
mailto:Christine-Olsen@home.com
mailto:jeannettemt@home.com
mailto:Harryg123@aol.com or 503-788-9464
http://www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs/
mailto:ekaxel@home.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs/
mailto:Harryg123@aol.com
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Success Story:  
JGSO Member Sue Axel writes of her experience at 
the recent IAJGS Conference in London. 

The International Jewish Genealogical Conference in 
London, July 2001 was an extraordinary experience for 
me.  Elliot and I discussed and discussed whether to 
attend or not.  We kept discussing to go or not to go for 
months.  Finally  at the last minute we decided that we 
would go.

I knew we had family in Hungary and South Africa.  
Unfortunately contact was lost with the South African 
family shortly after World War II.  One of my aunts had 
an address of a cousin in Durban, and I wrote to her.  
The letter came back marked "moved".  I had asked 
people from South Africa that we met at various places 
if they knew my family and no one did.  This went on 
for about ten years and was very discouraging.

My father’s father had applied for a passport in 1922 to 
bring his mother-in-law to this country.  She did not 
return with him then, but that is another story.  The 
passport application included Grandpa’s birthplace, 
Klikol, Lithuania and the town where his father then  
lived in South Africa.  Armed with that information I 
attended the South African Interest Group meeting at 
the IAJGS conference.  The participants introduced 
themselves and related whom they were researching.  I 
said we had lost contact with our family and I was 
looking for Jacob Jacobson, living in Philopolis in 1922.  
A man from across the room said, "I know your family".  
My heart stopped.  I had chills, and I could not believe 
it.  The feeling was and is indescribable.  We spoke and I 
shared what little I knew, which he was able to expand 
upon.

The next morning, this man (who by the way has distant 
relatives in Portland), gave me the phone number of a 
family member now living in Finchley, a suburb of 
London.  I was afraid to call because it may not truly be 
my family.  I waited a day and decided that was 
ridiculous because if I didn’t call, I’d never know.

Continued  in the next column   

I phoned.  I explained that I was from America and 
looking for my family who had gone to South 
Africa and that we had lost contact.  I said my 
great-grandfather was Jacob Jacobson who lived in 
Philopolis in 1922.  The man said, "You are related 
to Louis Goldberg."  I am, and I don’t know who 
was more excited.  He noted that Uncle Louis was 
the only family member to go to America.  We 
arranged to meet for Shabbat.

We met my cousin Abe at the Finchley train 
station.  When I saw him the family resemblance 
was plain to see.  We bonded instantly.  We had 
lunch at Kenwood House in Hampstead and got 
caught in a downpour.  There were four people 
soaked to the skin so we went to Abe’s flat.  It was 
interesting getting into borrowed clothes while ours 
dried.  Any strangeness left immediately.

Abe regaled us with the family history.  My great-
grandmother had 14 children, seven of whom lived 
to adulthood.  My great-grandfather came to this 
country and was not comfortable here so he left and 
went to South Africa where my great-grandmother 
and the remaining six children joined him.  They 
apparently had a very nice life there.  Abe described 
all the children and their families.  It is a very large 
number of people.  Several have left South Africa 
including the cousin I wrote to.  She has moved to 
Brookline, Massachusetts.  I have spoken with her 
and her daughter.  We have exchanged copious e-
mails and I marvel at it all.

The family name in Lithuania was Nowosenitz. My 
grandfather became Goldberg between Lithuania and 
Ireland.  Jacobson became the family name when 
Jacob was naturalized in South Africa.  Now we can 
search in Lithuania knowing the correct name. The 
family is spread all over the globe.  It is simply 
amazing.  I phoned my relatives here with the news 
as soon as we returned and they are as excited as we 
are.  I still have difficulty believing it, even with our 
meeting and e-mailing our newfound relatives.  It 
must have been bashert.
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 FHL Judaica Index CD

Have you used the FHL Judaica Index CD, available 
for loan to society members from the JGSO library 
at Congregation Neveh Shalom?  

This CD contains the largest index of Jewish 
records, on microfilm, microfiche, and in print, ever 
compiled and produced on a CD. The records 
referred to are in the Family History Library in Salt 
Lake City, Utah. Nancy Goodstein, a volunteer at 
the FHL, spent almost 18 months compiling, 
updating, and finalizing the index for the CD. 
Although inevitably incomplete and imperfect the 
index on this CD can help you to pinpoint the exact 
source of  records that interest you. 

After that, you can visit your local FHL branch to 
order  a copy of the microfilms, or microfiche, of 
your choice after finding the correct film/item 
number from the index on the CD. Books cannot be 
transferred, but you may be able to obtain a copy of 
the book from another library via inter-library loan. 

The CD contains an index of thousands of records, 
including hundreds of  records not previously known 
or publicized. One example, of interest to Litvak 
researchers, is a book containing an alphabetical list 
of persons sent to Siberian work camps from 
Lithuania, 1941-1952, identifying the I.D. number, 
name, father's name, birth year, date sent, date 
released or died, and name of camp to which the 
person was sent.

Other examples of very useful records on microfilm 
include lists of emigrants NOT sailing on emigrant 
ships; a list of Jewish returnees; and lists of those 
held back from emigration. A list of arriving 
emigrants (including a list of those sent by rail to 
Antwerp, Tetschen, Stralsund and Vandrup at the 
outbreak of WW I); emigrants from Kovno 
(Kaunas), and Jewish orphans from Russia.

The CD can be used on Macintosh and Windows 
computers. Some of the local Family History 
Libraries, including the Lake Oswego Family History 
Library also have copies of the CD. This Index of 
Jewish records in the Family History Library in Salt 
Lake City, can also be accessed online, at 
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/FHLC.

Support JewishGen with your purchases

Look for gifts for yourself and others, at the 
JEWISHGEN ON-LINE SHOPPING MALL, an 
educational and fund-raising arm of  JewishGen, 
easily found on the Web by going to the familiar 
www.jewishgen.org. Scroll down the home page 
until you see the purple banner for the Mall.  Click 
on this and you're in.  Click on "Browse Mall' and 
scroll down to the store in which you want to 
shop.

Under Software and CD-ROMs you'll now find 
"Russians to America, 1850-1896, Passenger and 
Immigration Lists," a  searchable collection of 
passenger list information  referencing 
approximately 430,000 Russian immigrants who 
arrived in the U.S., mostly through New York. 
Equally exciting is the news that the alpha indexed 
versions of the 1910 U.S. Census for New York 
State and New York City are on their way.  New 
York State was due to be released about September 
3rd and New York City in mid-November.  Using 
these CD-ROMs, you will be able to search by 
surname (head of household or other surnames in 
the same household), age, sex, race, birthplace, 
locality and county.  The film number and page 
reference are included so you can easily obtain a 
copy of the original record. In addition, there's more 
on the non-soundexed states.  CDs are available for 
the 1910 Census for Connecticut, Indiana, Idaho, 
even the Alaska Gold Rush. From the 1870 U.S. 
Census, find "Germans Households in America."   
Check the Mall descriptions for system 
requirements on all of these CD-ROMs.

In the "Books" section, look for Barbara Khait's 
new, "Discovering Your Jewish Roots" published 
by Heritage Quest.  This is a step by step guide 
leading the newcomer to the resources providing the 
greatest help in a successful search for personal 
ancestry. 

http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/FHLC
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JGSO Programs for 2001-2002

Yizkor Books and their Value  to Jewish Genealogical Research
presented by: Ronald Doctor

Wednesday, October 17, 2001, 7:30 - 9:00 p.m.
Mittleman Jewish Community Center

6651 SW Capitol Highway

Yizkor Books are a rich source of information about your ancestral village.  
Learn about:

*  How Yizkor Books can enrich your genealogical and family history research
*  What towns and shtetls have Yizkor Books

*  Where Yizkor Books are located and how you can get access to them
*  How to use Yizkor Books if you can't translate  Hebrew or Yiddish

*  How you can help get the Yizkor Book for your ancestral town translated
______________________

Highlights of our coming programming season include

Nov. 14 World War I Draft Registration Records
Speaker:  Anne Leptich

Feb. 20 Census Records - Including the newly released 1930 Census
Speaker:  Gerry Lenzen

Mar. 20  Accessing Ellis Island Records Online
Speaker:  Anne Leptich

Updated programming information can be found on our web site at http://www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs/

Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month at the Mittelman Jewish Community Center, from 
7:30 - 9:00 PM.

Meetings are Free to JGSO members.  A $2 donation for non-members is requested.

JGSO Board meetings are held at the Mittelman Jewish Community Center at 7 PM on the second Wednesday 
of each month, and are open to all who are interested.  Volunteers are needed for a variety of JGSO activities. 
For more information contact Ron Doctor or Sandra Shapiro.

The Jewish Genealogical Society of Oregon is a part of the Mittleman Jewish Community Center

http://www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs/
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Report on the 2001 IAJGS Conference
London

By Sandra Shapiro

Every International Jewish Genealogical Society Conference seems to have its own flavor. As they say, 
“Location, location, location.” The recent 5 day London event (July 8-13) definitely had a British brogue. If 
your family had any connection with the British Empire, there was abundant opportunity in the lectures 
and archives to make a connection.  There were individual lectures on the Jewish experience of Liverpool, 
Birmingham, Bristol, Gloucestershire, Sunderland, Exeter, Birmingham, Barnstaple, Bideford, Manchester, 
Hull, Grimsby, south/central England, and of course London. 

But there was still plenty of diversity in the lectures offered for convention participants, like myself, whose 
family had no connection to England. Several themes seem to dominate each conference, as they have for 
the past nine that I have attended. Genetics was the hot topic in 1999 & 2000. This time the issue of 
privacy, the gathering and dissemination of data, and the growing diversity of geographical areas for Jewish 
genealogical research, seem to be ones that stand out for me. 

The controversial issue of listing living people on the Family Tree of the Jewish People (FTJP) was discussed 
at the IAJGS annual general meeting. A resolution was passed to form a committee to explore this very 
controversial issue. I think you will be reading more about this subject in the future. 

There were the usual seminars on Eastern European countries and the Holocaust.  But this conference also 
offered a myriad of opportunities to learn about resources in countries that have never been a focus for 
extensive Jewish genealogical research. There were seminars on doing research in Scotland, Ireland, 
Australia, Jamaica, Canada, France, Greece, Spain, Argentina, Netherlands, Belgium, Slovakia, China,  Italy 
and the Ottoman Empire.

The explosion of databases, current and future, took my breath away. I remember my first seminar in 1983 
in Los Angeles where we thought the Shtetl Finder Gazetteer by Chester Cohen was the ultimate source. Some 
of the databases mentioned as new or coming were yizkor book necrology, burial records, The Morton Allen 
Directory of European Passenger Steamship Arrivals, Word War I draft registration records, Hamburg 
passenger records, city directories, and reverse phone directories. Of course JewishGen is always a good 
source to keep you current as to new databases. Many of the individual clubs, such as the New York City 
(www.jgsny.org) and the Rochester, NY (www.jgsr.net), also have extensive data, as does our club 
(www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs), which list the Jewish cemeteries in the state.  The NYC site has an index of 
naturalization records for Brooklyn. Coming in about a year will be an updated book edition of Resources for 
Jewish Genealogist in the New York Area. 

Of special interest was the information on the recently opened Center for Jewish History in New York City, 
which now brings together in one location, five major institutions of Jewish scholarship: the American Jewish 
Historical Society, Leo Baeck Institute, the American Sephardi Federation, Yeshiva University Museum, and 
YIVO Institute for Jewish Research. Also connected to this facility is the newly created Center Genealogy 
Institute, which assists in family history research, using all of the resources of the 5 institutions. 
  
There was great variety and a few “surprise” subjects such as “Jewish Carpets”,  “The Third Reich 
Railroad System and its Effect on Genealogical Research”, “How a Manchester Boy Came to Be Blown Up 
in the King David Hotel, 1946”, and “Jews in the Armies of the French Revolution and Empire.” All 
together there were about 165 seminars and workshops, not counting the SIG  meetings. Some of the SIG s 
were: Early American, South African, Hungarian, Romanian, Gesher-Galicia, Belarus, Bohemia-Moravia, 
German, Latvian, Dutch, German, and Anglo Jewish.  Truly, there was something for everyone. 

Sandra Shapiro is the President-elect of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Oregon
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YIZKOR BOOK COLLECTION TO MOVE TO NEVEH SHALOM LIBRARY

Continued from Page 1

• Zionism, Pioneering, Emigration – Discusses the Zionist organizations and leaders of Kremenets.
• Education and Culture – Tells about the secular and religious schools, creation of the orphanage, 

and the town’s Jewish newspapers.
• Memories and Events – A potpourri of stories and anecdotes about the Jews of the town and 

events in which they participated.
• Characters and Personalities – 25 stories and memories about ordinary people as well as the 

town’s notable Jews.
• Kremenets Exiles in Israel – Many Kremenetsers left for Israel and the U.S. before the Holocaust. 

These are stories about Kremenets emigrants who helped pioneer the State of Israel.
• The Destruction of Kremenets – Stories of how the Nazis and their Ukrainian collaborators 

murdered the 15,000 Jews of Kremenets and destroyed Jewish life in the town.

The Yiddish Section contains these chapters:

• Introduction and History
• Rabbi Yitskhak Ber Levinzon (RYB"L, 1788-1860)
• Between the two World Wars
• The Jewish Workingmen’s Movement
• Prominent Figures
• Remembrances and Customs
• Destruction & Holocaust
• Kremenets in the World

The Book also contains a few street maps and sketches, and numerous photos. Many of these photos are 
group pictures and their captions list the names of the people who appear in them. In addition, our 
translation group has added a section describing how Hebrew and Yiddish names have been transliterated 
to English, a Table of Figures that appear in the book, a Names Index, and a Bibliography of the Yizkor 
Books for Kremenets and associated nearby villages (Pochayev, Szumsk, Yampol) plus 18 sixty-page 
booklets published (in Yiddish) by the Organization of Kremenets Emigrants.

How do you find out if there is a Yizkor Book for your town? And, if there is one, how do you locate a 
copy? Start with the Portland State University collection housed in the library of Congregation Neveh 
Shalom. The collection contains 123 Yizkor Books. A list of the books is on JGSO’s web site 
(http://www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs). Click on the Research Tools button and scroll down to the Yizkor Books 
link.   If the book you seek is not at Neveh Shalom, check the Yizkor Book database on JewishGen 
(http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/database.html). The database provides the following information:

• A description of Yizkor Books by town and region;
• Contact people who have or are interested in those books;
• Libraries with those books, and the library call number for each book; 
• Links to any translations that may exist on the Yizkor Book Project web site.

You don’t have to know the exact spelling of your town’s name. The database search facility allows you to 
search for your town name using the Daitch-Mokotoff Soundex system. Keep in mind, however, that some 
towns do not have their own Yizkor Books, but rather, may be included in the book for a larger, nearby 
town. For example, one of the Kremenets Yizkor Books includes the towns of Vishgorodek and Pochayev, 
26 and 12 miles, respectively from Kremenets, (and Pochayev also has its own Yizkor Book.)

Continued on Page 8 
 

http://www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs
http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/database.html


Shalshelet                         Page  8

The JGSO Library is housed in the 
Feldstein Library 

at Congregation Neveh Shalom 

Winter Library Hours 
Call 503-246-8831 x18 to confirm

Sundays, 9 a.m. - 12 noon - when Religious 
School is in session 

Mondays, 9 a.m.- 12 noon 
Tuesdays - CLOSED 

Wednesdays, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Wednesdays, 5 - 8:30 p.m. - when Religious 

School is in session 
Thursdays, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Fridays & Saturdays - CLOSED

Contact JGSO Librarian Harvey Klevit 
klevitha@pacifier.com to suggest new 

acquisitions or for other enquiries about 
the library collection.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Shalshelet is published quarterly by the Jewish 
Genealogical Society of Oregon, which is 
affiliated with the Mittleman Jewish Community 
Center, Portland, Oregon.

Paid advertisements or inquiries should be 
submitted to the Society in care of the MJCC at:

6651 S.W. Capitol Highway
Portland, OR 97219

For permission to reproduce any copyrighted 
material, please contact the author.

Visit the JGSO Web Site: 
http://www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs/

JGSO meets monthly, from September to June, 
generally on the third Wednesday of each 
month.  Meetings are held at the MJCC unless 
noted otherwise.  For more information see our 
web site   Meetings are usually free of charge 
to members.

Yizkor Books, continued from page 7

If you locate your town in the JewishGen database, you 
may be able to obtain the book through inter library loan 
from one of the libraries listed as holding it. Or you can 
contact one of the book vendors that sell Yizkor Books. 
JewishGen provides a list of such booksellers: 
(http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/yizret.html). Some have e-
mail addresses 

That’s how I obtained one of the Kremenets books.  
Depending on the length of the book, its condition and 
rarity, the purchase price may be between $50 and $150.
Another source of Yizkor Books soon will become 
available. The National Yiddish Book Center has begun a 
digitization project in cooperation with the New York 
Public Library. Their goal is to digitize every Yizkor Book 
in the Library’s collection. Eventually, these will be for sale 
as print editions, and on CD-ROM. To check on the 
project’s progress, go to the Center’s web site at 
http://www.yiddishbookcenter.org.

Although partial translations exist for about a quarter of 
the known Yizkor Books, what do you do if your book has 
not yet been translated, and you can’t translate Hebrew or 
Yiddish yourself? Don’t despair. You have several 
options. First, if you can get hold of your town’s Yizkor 
Book, get someone to help you print out your family names 
in Hebrew and in Yiddish. Then compare what you have 
written with the Hebrew and Yiddish print in key sections 
of the book. Start with the table of contents and look for 
your names in both the section headings and the author’s 
list. Also, be sure to look through the captions of all the 
photos in the book.
If a translation project is underway for your town’s book, 
contact the translation coordinator listed in the database. 
Ask the coordinator to keep you informed of progress in 
translating the book. Although volunteers do most of the 
translations, a donation to the project will help speed up 
translation, as it will enable the coordinator to obtain 
professional translation services. Donations can be made 
to particular Yizkor Book projects by check, or by credit 
card. Go to JewishGen’s Yizkor Book donation web site 
(http://www.jewishgen.org/JewishGen-
erosity/YizkorTrans.html) and scroll down to your town’s 
name. If a translation project does not yet exist for your 
town’s Yizkor Book, consider becoming a translation 
coordinator yourself. Full information is available at 
http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/donation/how-to.html. Or, 
contact me and I will try to help. More than 1,000 
volunteers are involved in translating Yizkor Books. Will 
you be one of them?

Ron Doctor is President of the JGSO

mailto:klevitha@pacifier.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs/
http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/yizret.html
http://www.yiddishbookcenter.org
http://www.jewishgen.org/JewishGen-
http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/donation/how-to.html
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JGSO Dinner Meeting Hosts Experts.

On May 16th, 2001, over fifty diners from the JGSO were entertained and educated by three prominent 
genealogists attending the National Genealogical Society Conference in Portland. Hal Bookbinder from Los 
Angeles, and husband and wife team Gary Mokotoff, and Eileen Polakoff answered questions ranging from use of 
the Ellis Island database, to DNA testing, to strategies for foreign alphabets. 

Hal Bookbinder, now president of the International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies, stressed the 
goals of the society: to collect, preserve, disseminate, and provide opportunities to share information. The IAJGS 
helps new societies to grow, provides guidance, and presents awards to encourage outstanding work.

Professional genealogist, Eileen Polakoff, told how she “fell into” genealogy because of her marriage. Twenty-
one years ago she met Gary’s family at two bar mitzvahs. She had trouble keeping track of his relatives, so she 
asked her future mother-in-law for the names of everyone and wrote a chart, creating a family tree of 30 people. 
Later, at a party, she asked family members for their names and her chart grew to 56 people and soon to 1200. 
She discovered that it brought generations together-even members who were not speaking to each other.

Gary Mokotoff, publisher of Avotaynu, offered suggestions for using the Ellis Island database (see “Strategies for 
Using the Ellis Island Database, Avotaynu, Summer 2001). He considered DNA testing a fad that will disappear 
because knowing you are related to someone gives no clues as to how this relationship exists. He advised beginners 
to create a filing system and keep track of everything found to avoid duplication.

They announced the locations of future IAJGS meetings: 2002 in Toronto, 2003 in Washington, DC, and 2004 
in Jerusalem

Carole Glauber
_____________

BOOK REVIEW

THERE ONCE WAS A WORLD: A 900-year Chronicle of the Shtetl of Eishyshok
by Yaffa Eliach
Published by Little Brown, 1998

One of the memorable exhibits at the US Holocaust Memorial Museum is “The Tower of Life” created by Yaffa 
Eliach to memorialize, through 1600 photographs, all of the residents of Eishyshok, her native shtetl in 
Lithuania.  In this wonderful book, she sets out to recreate in words and pictures the full spectrum of the life of 
this Jewish community, Eishyshok (Eisiskes in present day Lithuania). 

Eliach conducted extensive interviews with many survivors of this community, destroyed in 1941, and has 
gathered a large amount of research material to create a book that is a captivating journey into a lost world.  The 
book is divided into six sections, focusing on (1) the origins and history of Eishyshok, beginning in the 11th 
century; (2) The religious life of the community, including the synagogue, rabbis, schools and yeshivas, the ritual 
bathhouse and cemeteries; (3) the shtetl economy; (4) family and community life (5) Eishyshok in the modern 
era, including the arrival of The Enlightenment, Zionism and the migration to America, and (6) the dreadful 
story of the Destruction of Jewish Eishyshok during the Holocaust.   Eliach’s well written and meticulously 
annotated book brings back to life the people, as well as the history and life of Eishyshok.   

Locally, There Once Was a World is available from the Multnomah County Library, the library at Congregation 
Neveh Shalom, and from Powell’s Bookstore.  This book is recommended reading for modern genealogists 
attempting to understand the lives of our ancestors in Eastern Europe.

Harry Glauber
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Jewish Genealogical Society of Oregon
Mittleman Jewish Community Center
6651 S.W. Capitol Highway
Portland, OR 97219

UPCOMING EVENTS

Yizkor Books and their Value to Jewish 
Genealogical Research

A presentation by Ron Doctor  

October 17th 2001 at the Mittelman Jewish 
Community Center
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How Yizkor Books can help your family     
               history research ....................Page 1

Ron Doctor
A Success Story.....................................Page 3

Sue Axel

Report on the IAJGS Conference......Page 4
Sandra Shapiro


