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TRAVELING TO TRANSYLVANIA: A Personal Experience
by

Lucille R. Kraiman

One morning, about two years ago, I awoke with a strong resolve--I must go to my mother’s homeland of 
Romania next year!   This past September, by the grace of God, I stood with my two sisters across the road from 
Lanka Pusta--the ranch/farmland where she grew up.

A lot of planning went into this trip.  I visited a travel agent, showed her my Romania map, asked for hotel 
reservations and an English-speaking driver-guide.  One of my sisters found a current Transylvania guide book 
and we read through it.  In it there were street maps for two of the cities we wanted to visit, Cluj-Napoca and Baia 
Mare.

My mother and uncle had gone to school in Cluj so we planned to use that city as our headquarters.  I re-
membered that one of my sons had worked with a  man from that city!  The man gave him the name and address of 
a Cluj classmate who now lived in Canada, but whose Jewish mother lived in Cluj.  When I contacted her in Canada, 
she said I should write to her mother, Eva.   The reply letter I received from Eva was loving and encouraging--as 
from a long-lost relative. She even put me in touch with the Cluj Jewish Community!

I’d researched my mother’s side of the family for several years, contacted cousins, used the LDS library in 
Eugene, read through a Kolozvar/Cluj yizkor book in Los Angeles, and pulled out my memories and a bit of infor-
mation told me by relatives.

Next, I searched through the book, Where Once We Walked at the Neveh Shalom library, found the longi-
tude and latitude of all the towns I knew about--also their Hungarian names and history, as well as the current Ro-
manian names.  I bought a current road map of Transylvania and plotted out the places.  My sisters and I talked over 
our goals, hopes and expectations.  We wanted to walk where our ancestors had walked and lived for a time and 
also to commemorate those who had died in Auschwitz.

As I worked out the trip, I put all information, family charts, etc. in a special notebook.  I put together a trip 
resume and sent it to my two sisters.  During this stage, I often felt that I was a link between the past, present, and 
future--an emotional high!

Three weeks before our date of departure, my travel agent had not made our reservations! Using the Yel-
low pages, I found another who REALLY specialized in Hungary-Romania.

A few days before our trip began, my elderly cousin phoned to tell me he’d awakened that morning re-
membering the name of the exact village where my mother was born!  I raced back to the library, grabbed Where 
Once... and looked it up.

We flew to Budapest, stayed there two nights, and arranged the sever-hour train ride.  At the Romanian 
border, soldiers scared us into each paying $5 US for unnecessary “visas”!  When we arrived in Cluj, we were hap-
pily greeted by Eva and her son Gabriel (Gaby).  He rented two taxis to take us to the Vila Hotel.  Then he helped 
with our luggage and exchanged some money for us.  The next day we discovered that only one bank cashed 
travelers checks--from 8am-noon.  We were too late, but I took a cash advance at the ATM machine.

My cousin had told us where to find his father’s tombstone in Cluj, however, we ended up at the wrong 
Jewish cemetery and had no desire to check the other four.  

Gaby hired a driver for us for two days.  On day #1, we hoped to go to Somcuta Mare in the morning, then 
on to Baia Mare for lunch.   As we bumped along 2-lane highway #E576, we saw lots of “old” apt. houses, dilapi-
dated barns, fields of corn, and smelly diesel trucks.  Also rounded haystacks, small red-tile-roofed houses (mostly 
stucco, some brick) nearly touching each other with fruit trees and flowers in front.  

continued on page 5
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FAMILY FINDER

Seeking family related to:

PRITZKER, Rachel and ENKELIS, Jacob- with any spelling var-
iations.  In Russia (probably Ukraine) 1870’s,  and 1880’s. 
Possibly in London 1890’s.  Parents of Rachel Enkelis Himmel-
farb, who moved to New York City and Portland, Oregon.  If you 
have any information on these family names, contact Myra Him-
melfarb, 7136 SW 31st, Portland, Oregon 97219 or (503) 245-
9223.

**********
  
LAVSKI/LAWSKI/LAVSKY lived in Lomza, Poland from at 
least 1700 to 1920 then went to US (became Lofsky, Libby and 
Smith) and Israel.  NAIMAN/NAJMAN lived in Wasosz & Lom-
za, Poland 1750-1900 then went to 
US (became Newman) and  Israel.  CIECHANOWICZ/ 
TZECHANOVITZ lived in Goworowo, Sniadowo & Lomza, Po-
land from 1750 to 1900. Went to US and became Seakwood and 
Saxon.  ROZENBERG lived in Lomza, Poland from 1850.  
PIATNICKI lived in Lomza area from 1786-1850.  SURALSKI 
lived in Wasosz, Poland from 1780. GRUDZIEN/ GRUD-
ZIENSKI lived in Lomza area from 1700. 
ZOLOTOROFE lived in Berezovka and Priluki, Ukraine -1800-
1900 went to N.Y.   SAMBURSKY lived in Ichnya and Priluki 
area, Ukraine from 1750 to 1900, then went to New York and Is-
rael.  LIFSHITZ lived in Arkenowke, Demitrovke, Srebne, Uk-
raine from 1760.  SUPANITZKE, lived in Serbne, Poltava, Uk-
raine from 1780.  YAROWSKY lived in  Ichnya, Ukraine around 
1780.  JACOBSON lived in  Mir (now in Belarus) before 1900, 
Some went to Des Moines, Iowa(1884) and New York(1895) and 
Israel (1948).   If you have and/or want more information, please 
contact me: 
Reeva Jacobson Kimble 
2352 Van Ness 
Eugene Oregon 
(541) 345-8129 
rkimble@oregon.uoregon.edu 
Family trees on my web site: 
http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/~rkimble/

 ********** 
  
Hello, 
    My name is Kathy Evinger and I recently came across what ap-
pears to be an  eighth-grade graduation certificate for Jewish 
Studies. It was in a frame I purchased from a second-hand store in 
The Dalles, Oregon, and I'm hoping there is someone connected to it 
who would like to have it. The left-hand side of the document is in 
English and the right-hand side is in Hebrew(?). 
It states that ESTHER ZOHN has satisfactorily completed the reg-
ular course of study and is thereby qualified for admission to high 
school for a higher course of Jewish studies. It is dated Nov. 10, 
1940 and signed by the president, Dr. J. C. Brier (?), the Chairman 
of the Board of Education, J. Bromberg (?), and the Principal, H. I. 
(possibly Chumichawsky?). 
    I'm a novice genealogist and know how much I would value 
something like this if it was part of my own family history, so I'm 
hoping you can help me find it a home. 
    Please let me know if you have any suggestions for me. I really 
hate the idea of throwing it away! 
    Sincerely, 
    Kathy Evinger 
    e-mail: dogriver2@aol.com 

**********

JGSO BOARD MEMBERS

 All phone numbers have a (503) area code unless otherwise 
stated.

Ron Doctor, President,  234-9528, 
E-Mail:   rondoctor@uswest.net
Abby Menashe, 1st VP, 245-5196, 
E-Mail:  AMenashe@aol.com
Sandra Shapiro, 2nd VP, 
E-Mail:  MShapiro@teleport.com
Joan Teller, Secretary, 636-5626.
Abe Jagendorf, Treasurer, 
E-Mail:103747.3004@compuserve.com
Lucille Kraiman, Librarian, 245-1825,
E-Mail: lkraiman@hotmail.com

Board Members at large:
Sarah Coblens, Editor, 466-2256, 
E-Mail:  scoblens@home.com
Brian Rosenthal, 246-8283, 
E-Mail: brosenthal@uswest.net
Robert Behar, (360) 834-2385.

SHALSHELET EDITORIAL BOARD

Editorial Board Editor
Sarah Coblens Sarah Coblens
Myra Himmelfarb       
Lucille Kraiman
Abby Menashe    
        

Welcome New JGSO 
Members

Louise Marcus
Annette Roppo
Jerry Stern
Lisa Waldman
Karen Wilson
Betty Zucker

We are pleased you could join us!

Clark County Genealogical Society Workshop
Saturday, March 11, 2000, 8am-3:30pm at 

the Leupke Senior Center,
1009 E. McLoughlin Blvd.

Vancouver, WA
$35.00 with lunch if registered by March 6th,

$35.00 without lunch after March 6th.
Cyndi is the owner and webmaster of Cyndi’s List of 

Genealogy Sites on the internet.
http://www.CyndisList.com

It’s a categorized index to 28,000 online resources.

mailto:rkimble@oregon.uoregon.edu
http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/~rkimble
mailto:dogriver2@aol.com
mailto:rondoctor@uswest.net
mailto:AMenashe@aol.com
mailto:MShapiro@teleport.com
mailto:lkraiman@hotmail.com
mailto:scoblens@home.com
mailto:brosenthal@uswest.net
http://www.CyndisList.com
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SPOTLIGHT ON THE LIBRARY

Jewish Genealogy Society of Oregon 

Library List 

January 15, 2000 

Allan, Morton Directory of European Passenger Steamship Arrivals for the 
Years 1890 to 1930 at the Port of New York--and for the Years 1904 to 1926 at 
the Ports of New York, Philadelphia, Boston and Baltimore, 1993 (Gives point 
of origin, point of arrival, date of arrival--year, month, day--and names of ships 
from 1890 to 1930) 

Beider, Alexander, A Dictionary of Jewish Surnames from the Russian Empire, 
1993, Avotaynu, Inc. 

Beider, Alexander, A Dictionary of Jewish Surnames from Kingdom of Poland, 
1996, Avotaynu, Inc. 

Cohen, Chester G. & Rosenstein, Shtetl Finder Gazetteer, 1989, Volumes I and 
11, 1990 

Dollarhide, William, Managing a Genealogical Project, 1992 

Edlund, Thomas Kent, The German Minority Census of 1939--An Introduction and 
Register, 1996 

Feldblyum, Boris, Russian-Jewish Given Names, etc., 1998, Avotaynu, lnc. 

Frazin, Judith R., 19th Century Polish-Language CivilRegistration Documents, 
second edition, 1989 

Glazier, Ira, Migration from the Russian Empire, Volumes I and 11, 
1995 

Gorr, Shmuel, Jewish Personal Names: Their Origin, Derivation, and 
Diminutive Forms, 1992, Avotaynu, Inc. 

Guggenheimer, Heinrich W. and Eva H., Jewish Family Names and Their 
Origins--An Etymological Dictionary, 1992 

Johnson, Lt. Col. Richard A., How to Locate Anyone Who Is or Has Been in the 
Milita, 1995 

Kemp, Thomas Jay, International Vital Records Handbook, third edition, 1995 

Kramer, Sephardic Jews in the West Coast States Volume I (San Francisco) and 
Volume II (Los Angeles), 1996 

Kranzler, David, My Jewish Roots--A Practical Guide to Genealogy and Family 
History, 1979 (2 copies) 

Kurzweil, Arthur and Miriam Weiner, The Encyclopedia of Jewish Genealogy , 
Volume 1, 1991 

Kurzweil, Arthur, From Generation to Generation, 1982 + *1980 (2 copies) 

Lackey, Richard S., Cite Your Sources: A Manual for Documenting Family 
Histories and Genealogical Records, 1980 

Mokotoff, Gary and Sallyann Amdur Sack, Where Once We Walked: A Guide to 
the Jewish Communities Destroyed in the Holocaust, 1991, Avotaynu, Inc. 

Mokotoff, Gary and Sallyann Amdur Sack, WOWW Companion, 1995, 
Avotaynu, Inc. 

Mokotoff, Gary, How to Document Victims and Locate Survivors of the 
Holocaust, 1995 (2 copies) 

The Oxford Russian-English, English-Russian Dictionary. Oxford University 
Press. 

Rosenstein, Neil, The Unbroken Chain: Biographical Sketches and the 
Genealogy of Illustrious Jewish Families from the 15th-20th Centuries, 
Volumes I and 11, 1990 

Rottenberg, Dan, Finding our Fathers--A Guidebook to Jewish Genealogy, 1977 

Sack, Sallyann Amdur & Israel Genealogical Society, A Guide to Jewish 
Genealogical Research in Israel, 1995, Avotaynu, Inc. 

Shea, Jonathan D. and William F. Hoffman, Following the Paper Trail: A 
Multilingual Translation Guide, 1994 

Shea, Jonathan D., Russian Language Documents from Russian Poland, 1989 

Stern, Rabbi Malcolm H., First American Jewish Families, 1654-1988, 1991 (a 
large, flat book). 

Szucs, Loretto Dennis, They Became Americans: Finding Naturalization Records 
and Ethnic Origins, 1998 

Weiner, Miriam, Jewish Roots in Poland, 1997 

Weiner, Miriam, Jewish Roots in Ukraine and Moldova, 1999 

Wolfman, Ira, Do People Grow on Family Trees?--Genealogy for Kids and Other 
Beginners, 1991 

Wynne, Suzan F., Finding Your Jewish Roots in Galicia: A Resource Guide, 
1991, Avotaynu, Inc. 

Zubatsky, David S., Jewish Genealogy: A Sourcebook of Family Histories and 
Genealogies Volume 11, 1990 (Cites names and variations) 

Author Unknown, Facing the New World, 1998 (IN YIDDISH) 

Author Unknown, Facing the New World: Jewish Portraits in Colonial Federal 
America, 1997 

Author Unknown, Family Finder, 1993 & 1996 

Author Unknown, Jewish Community in Rochester, 1843-1925 

Author Unknown, Passenger Arrival Info, 1999 (in a thin black binder) 

Author Unknown, Romania, Studia Judaica, Cluj-Napoca, Symposiums of 1994, 
1995, 1997, 1998; Lectures given at annual conferences on Jewish development 
in Romania (written by experts in many fields from many countries). 

Author Unknown, The Scribe, Pages from 1920 to 1953 (in 2 notebooks) 
 ------------------------------------------------------------- 

In the 

                                  Archives 

Avotaynu, 1989-1997 
Census Soundex, 1995 
Individual Family trees and history 
Newsletters, several states, international, 1996 & 1997 
Second Annual Jewish Gen. Seminar, October 1996 
JGSO Board Meeting Notes, 1994-1997 
Microfiche reader (machine)-- needs a holding tray! 

  
*= A later edition has been published. 
**= These JGSO books are in the Congregation Neveh Shalom library and can 
only be used there: 

note 1:  There are other genealogy-related books in this library: 

       Lowenstein, Steven.  The Jews of Oregon, 1987 
       Also, see (3-4) "World", (11) "American Jewish", (11-3) "Ethnic 
       Groups" (and ask Hilde for suggestions). 

note 2:  We also have (in binders on the JGSO shelf) the last 2 years issues 
of many genealogical Newsletters from many states and from several countries
around the world. Older newsletters are kept in the Archives and can be 
accessed by arrangement with the JGSO librarian. 

note 3:  We're continually adding to this collection. Please come and browse! 
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November’s “Back to Basics” meeting an 
outstanding success 

The November meeting "Back to Basics, A Beginners Guide 
to Jewish Genealogy" which was presented by Ron Doctor 
was packed with information for beginners and those more 

advanced.  Attendees listened intently and asked many 
questions as Ron discussed a wide variety of information.  
Although a lot of information was covered, there is much 
more which time did not allow. The group eagerly agreed 
they wanted to have the session continued.  Ron will con-

tinue the "Back to Basics" series on March 15, 7:30 - 
9:30pm.  You do not need to have attended the November 

session to find this very useful.

Some Cuban Jews quietly make Aliyah 
Reported in the October 22, edition of The Jerusalem Post

A secret project, code name "Operation Cigar", has been quietly 
bringing Jews from Cuba to Israel for the past 5 years.  Until recently 
this project had been kept secret.  As reported in The Jerusalem 
Post, "sources close to the emigration . . . say 420 Jews have left 
Cuba for Israel in the past five years.  With 200 more in the pipeline, 
the whole operation is due to be wrapped up by June 2000.  Another 
1,000 or so Jews, including many elderly, are believed to have little 
interest in leaving Cuba." 
For those  interested in any information on Jews in  Cuba, check out 
this web site http://www.jewishcuba.org/  
Special thanks to Ron Sacks, JGSO member, for informing us about 
this site.

  

EASTERN EUROPEAN RESEARCH
News Release February 5, 2000

Thank you to Reeva Kimble, of the Eugene Study 
Group,  for finding and submitting this important ar-

ticle to the JGSO

Geneticists at University College London have be-
gun a new study to investigate all possible 
avenues of ancestry for Eastern European Jews. 
This includes explorations as to whether Slavic 
groups (such as Serbs or Ukrainians), Turkic 
groups (such as Khazars), and other Eurasian 
groups contributed to the Eastern European Jew-
ish gene pool, and if so, how influential those 
genetic contributions were.  The study will try to 
assess the degrees to which Russian and Ukrai-
nian Jews are descended from Middle Easterners 
versus European converted peoples. This is the 
first study to encompass such a broad range of 
possibilities.  Previous studies have focused al-
most exclusively on the Middle Eastern (e.g., Is-
raelite, Kohen) traces amongst Eastern European 
Jews and therefore do not provide a complete pic-
ture.  The eventual goal is to have thousands of 
unique samples.  Some previous studies of Jewish 
genetics have had very small sample sizes, causing 
their results to be non-representative of all Jews. 

To participate, you must be a male who has an 
East-Ashkenazic Jewish paternal grandfather and 
an East-Ashkenazic Jewish maternal grandmother 
who lived in eastern Europe, preferably Ukraine, 
Russia, Moldova, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Lat-
via, or Belarus, and especially central and eastern 
Ukraine.  You may write directly to the study's 
sponsor, Professor Vivian Moses, at 
vivian.moses@kcl.ac.uk, or FAX to +44 (0) 171-
333-4500, for additional information and to request 
a sample pack.  Be sure to include your full name 
and mailing address (include your country).   For 
more information about the project, write to Vivian 
Moses or visit the following website: The Ances-
tors of the Eastern European Jews  
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/tcga/ashkenazim/ 

The Center for Genetic Anthropology 
Attn: Vivian Moses 
Department of Biology 
Darwin Building 
University College London 
Gower Street 
London, WC1E 6BT 
England 
UNITED KINGDOM 

David A. Bernstein Memorial Fund

A fund has been established in memory of 
David A. Bernstein, 

past president of the JGSO. 

In Memory of:
David A. Bernstein

Ellen Bernstein Notbohm, Mark, 
Conner and Bryce Notbohm

In Honor of:
Dena Gregg’s Birthday

Ellen and Mark Notbohm

http://www.jewishcuba.org/
mailto:vivian.moses@kcl.ac.uk
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/tcga/ashkenazim/
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YOU ARE INVITED....
The JGSO holds its monthly board  meetings the 2nd Wed-
nesday of each  month (August-June) at 7:00pm in the Mit-
tleman  Jewish Community Center. All JGSO Members are 

invited to attend.
 For more information, contact Abby Menashe at 

(503) 245-5196 or by e-mail at amenashe@aol.com

A special thanks to 
Lazerquick Copies on 
Cedar Hills Blvd. for 

their special assistance 
in printing the Shalshelet.

continued from page 1

Horse-drawn wagons with workers in caps and overalls passed us going the other direction.  Women wearing 
scarves and aprons walked near the road.  Houses along the way had wells and buckets in their front yards (indicating 
the lack of running water).  Although there were electric poles and lines, we were in an economically-devastated re-
gion.

We drove for an hour and a half, through the bustling town of Dej, to Somcuta Mare.  Our driver found the 
town hall where a lovely clerk spoke with us and asked another clerk to look for the death record of my great uncle--
with no luck.  They told us that most of their records would be in Baia Mare.

By the time we got to Baia Mare, the offices were already closed for the day.  We tried to get more information 
at a hotel that was listed as the tourist office; they only sold maps and postcards!  To save time for research, we ate at 
the pizza place next door.  Big mistake--pizza with catsup!

Our driver found the Jewish Community Center at the address I had.  The men there didn’t speak English, 
but they took us next door to the synagogue.  It was attractive and in good condition, however  the prayer books 
near the entrance were falling apart and dust-encased.  Only twenty men now comprise the once populous congre-
gation.  The shamus told us where to find the cemetery.

At the cemetery, I looked at tombstones and my information sheets but it was impossible to figure out the 
Hebrew.  My sisters found tombstones in English of possible relatives and I took photos.  

On day #2, Gabe introduced us to our new driver and told him in Romanian how to help us.
Along the road to Zalau (where State Archives are kept), we saw construction using modern machinery.  We 

drove through Jibou and Benestat, looking through the haze toward distant mountains.  Men walked to work in the 
fields carrying pitchforks and scythes over their shoulders; shirtless young men were already in the fields.  The coun-
tryside and villages look the way they did 100 years ago.

At 12 noon we arrived in Ulmeini, near my mother’s village.  School children were going home to eat their 
lunches.  Our driver took us to the mayor’s office.

After much back-and forth talk in Romanian and English, the clerks told our driver of an English teacher at the 
high school--maybe he could help us.  A  townsman drove with us to the high school, went inside and came out with 
a young man, Janos, who was very excited to meet Americans!

Janos, the English teacher, said he’d like to be with us.  He stated that his father had mentioned our ances-
tors’ names.  He disappeared into the school, emerging a few minutes later full of smiles.  The principal would take 
care of his class; Janos was free to take us to meet his parents.

Janos’ father knew of our grandfather’s family.  After a few minutes of asking him about Lanka Puzta, he nod-
ded.  “Oh! You mean Puzta Lanka!”  he knew where it was!   First, though, Janos took us walking in Arduzel--to see 
the dilapidated house of a Shamu (Shmuel) Matyas, who probably had been our great uncle; he’d been taken to 
Auschwitz in World War II.  When Janos led us back to the car, we headed for Lanka Puzta.  Green pastures extend-
ed as far as the  eye could see in all directions, with hills beyond.  Peasants were in the fields digging potatoes.  Red-
tiled cottages peeked through the tall trees and bushes on both sides.

In a daze, we three sisters took pictures.  Then we walked through my mother’s old village of Ulcieg and up to 
the cemetery.  From there we could see the back side of Lanka Puzta and the mountains in the distance--we felt as 
though our ancestors were standing with us.

I had old photos with me of my grandfather’s tombstone and of my great grandmother’s but no idea where 
they were buried.  In this cemetery all the headstones were down and covered with grass--impossible to read.

Anyway, I photographed one.  After returning home, a rabbi translated it for me; it was  the stone of my great 
grandmother!

A few days later we traveled back to Budapest, and then flew home.  I’ve been doing follow up work ever 
since--photos in an album, making a “BOOK”, sharing with relatives, friends and , Dear Reader, with you!.

mailto:amenashe@aol.com
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                                                      YIZKOR BOOK COLLECTION TO MOVE TO NEVEH SHALOM LIBRARYANNOUNCEMENTS

Shalshelet is published quarterly by the Jewish 
Genealogical Society of Oregon, which is affili-
ated with the Mittleman Jewish Community 
Center, Portland, Oregon.

Web Site: Currently Under 
Construction
http://www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs/

Paid advertisements or inquiries should be sub-
mitted to the Society in care of the MJCC at:

6651 S.W. Capitol Highway
Portland, OR 97219

For permission to reproduce any copyrighted 
material, please contact the author.

====================

THINGS FOR SALE

Getting Started in Jewish Genealogy

Handbook by  JGSO-- $5.00  

Cemetery Database CD-ROM -- by IAJGS $35.00 

Family Tree of the Jewish People CD- ROM 

-- by IAJGS $35.00. 

Do People Grow on Family Trees--by Ira Wolf-

man, $10.00.

CHECK IT OUT!

The Jews of Romania 

There is a fascinating exhibition featured online by the Diaspora Mu-
seum, entitled "The Jews of Romania".  The site focuses on Jewish 
family life, Holocaust, emigration, and community life. In addition, you 
will find early historical background plus it has interactive maps, that 
feature beautiful graphics and audio/video files.  You will be taken on 
an unforgettable journey from Bukovina to Transylvania. In addition to 
all the wonderful genealogical information available, a clickable photo-
gallery showcases the Romanian Jewish experience through time. 

Check it out at:
http://www.bh.org.il/v-Exh/romania/index.html 

 

January’s Genealogy Roundtable 
Provides Wealth Of Information

 By
Abby Menashe 

The January JGSO meeting featured an energetic Gene-
alogy Roundtable.  This was a chance to bring your 
questions and your knowledge to share with each other.  
The evening was  extremely successful. Seventeen 
people, both members and non-members shared their 
questions and answers.  The questions didn't stop all 
evening.  Topics included alien registration, ship pas-
senger  lists, census, immigration and naturalization 
forms, researching  Cuban relatives, where to research 
"in the old country" just to name a few. 
Special thanks to Sandra Shapiro for serving as modera-
tor. 

Yizkor Book To Be Loaned to Neveh Shalom Collection 

The yizkor book, Yanova on the Vilia, about the shtetl now 
known as Jonava, Lithuania will be loaned to Neveh Shalom Library.  
The book was published by  "Irgun Yotzei Yanova", in Tel-Aviv in 
1972. 
Special thanks to Charles Fleishman, member of the Eugene 
Study Group, who offered to loan the book to the Neveh Shalom Li-
brary. 

The Cemetery Project
By

Abby Menashe

The JGSO is creating a database of all Jewish graves in Or-
egon.  JGSO project coordinator, Elliot Axel, has undertaken this 
challenging project.

Internationally, a project to gather Jewish grave informa-
tion has been going for a few years.   In Oregon, only the information 
from Congregation Shaarie Torah (through 1995), Jacksonville 
Pioneer and Albany  Hebrew has been gathered and submitted.  The 
JGSO’s goal is to have all of Oregon’s Jewish graves added to the 
database.  

Recently the Eugene Study Group completed gathering and 
submitting information on the Rest Haven Memorial Park (Eugene) 
cemetery.  In addition, information on Ahavai Sholom (Portland) is 
75% complete and information from Congregation Beth Israel Ce-
metery is completed and currently in verification.  

Our current project is the Neveh Zedek cemetery.   Special 
thanks to David Axel, a member of the Boy Scouts, who has taken on 
the Neveh Zedek cemetery data as a Scouts project.  Volunteers are 
needed to help by walking the cemetery, data entry and verification.  
If you can donate any time to this project,  contact David  at  
jeffaxel@sprintmail.com  or (503) 292-3425.  

There is still  work to be done as we need to work on ce-
meteries for  Kesser Israel, Havurah Shalom cemetery and update 
Shaarie Torah since 1995.   There are also numerous smaller ce-
meteries with Jewish graves to be explored.  We still need informa-
tion for the following cemeteries,  Lone Fir, Willamette National, 
and Baker.  If you know anything about these cemeteries or any oth-
er cemeteries with Jewish graves in Oregon, please contact Elliot 
Axel after February 22 at ekaxel@home.com  or  (503) 297-9140.  

We look forward to submitting all the information we 
gather to the International cemetery project.  We estimate there will 
be 10,000 names in the Oregon database when it is completed.  We 
look forward to supplying those synagogues and cemeteries that are 
involved with the project with the database for their use.  This is an 
exciting project.  We hope you will get involved with it.

http://www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs/
http://www.bh.org.il/v-Exh/romania/index.html
mailto:jeffaxel@sprintmail.com
mailto:ekaxel@home.com
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Neveh Shalom Feldstein Library
Winter 2000 hours:

Monday, Wednesday , Thursday
10:00am - 2:00pm  

Wednesday Evenings
6:00pm-8:30pm
 Sunday Mornings

 9:00am-Noon

Mark your calendar and reserve the 
dates -  July 9-14, 2000 

The 20th International Conference on Jewish 
Genealogy - 

Salt Lake City, Utah / Home of the Family His-
tory Library. 

The International Association of Jewish Ge-
nealogical Societies (IAJGS) is putting 

on this conference; and the conference coor-
dinators, Gary Mokotoff and Sallyann 

Sack, are hard at work planning an outstand-
ing conference. 

If you have never done research at the Family 
History Library in SLC, you 

are in for a real treat. The Library has more 
Jewish records on microfilm that 

any other place in the world. If you have done 
research in SLC previously, 

you will still want to do some additional re-
search. Special arrangements 

are being made in order for us to have maxi-
mum access to the Jewish records. 

Research opportunities will be available that 
would not be possible at 

other times. 

You might say, "why go to Salt Lake City when 
I can just stay home and go 

to my local Family History Center." You can 
accomplish more in four days at 

the FHC in SLC than you can in four years at 
your local FHC. Everything is 

right there at your finger tips.  Additionally, 
you can access records in SLC 

that cannot be obtained in your city of resi-
dence. 

For information about the conference, visit our 
web site at 

http://iajgs.org/slcy2k - visit it often as it is 
being updated every week. 

Mark your calendar and reserve the dates -  
July 9-14, 2000 

Symposium: Reconnecting with your 
Family Roots in Eastern Europe 

Sunday, April 9, 
9:00 am- 5:15 pm 

Location:  Oregon History Center, 1200 SW Park 
Avenue, Portland, Oregon

Many of us trace our ancestors to parts of the old 
Russian Empire and Eastern Europe.  Why did 
they leave, how did they start new lives in America 
and what do our humble family heirlooms tell 
us about their values?  
Oregon's genealogical organizations will present a 
day-long Symposium that will help you network 
with common interest groups and navigate the In-
ternet and library resources to learn about your 
past.
Participating organizations include the Jewish Ge-
nealogical Society of Oregon (JGSO), the Genea-
logical Forum of Oregon, the American Historical 
Society of Germans from Russia, and the Oregon 
Historical Society. 
As part of the Symposium, Ron Doctor, Presi-
dent of JGSO, will present Finding your Jewish 
Ancestors in Eastern Europe. 
The genealogy symposium is sponsored by Har-
old and Jane Pollin, owners of the Portland Shera-
ton Hotel. 
It is part of Russian WinterFest, a citywide program 
sponsored by the Portland Art Museum. 
Winterfest will run from February 19th through May 
31st. 

Admission: $15; Pre-registration required.  To 
register or for additional information, call 
503-963-1932. 

SHARPEN YOUR ORAL HISTORY SKILLS
by 

Myra Himmelfarb

The Oregon Historical Society  will offer another ORAL 
HISTORY Workshop April 29, 2000.  These workshops inform fully 
on interviewing techniques, using your tape recorder advan-
tageously, and whatever you want to ask about.  

Whether you’ve fleshing out or formalizing the memories 
of older relatives or interviewing strangers, this is a great oppor-
tunity.  Also, for those of you who’ve taken the workshop, there’s 
a brush-up and share experiences session on  January 22, 2000.   

For more information, see their website at (ohs.org) or 
telephone them at (503) 221-1741 and ask for the Oral History 
Department.

http://iajgs.org/slcy2k
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Sephardic Genealogy Featured in February 

Don't miss an opportunity to hear Bob Behar discuss
 "Searching for my Sephardic Ancestors" 

Wednesday,  February 16, 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. 
Mittleman Jewish Community Center 

Learn from his personal experience about: 

* The dilemma of the absence of records 

*Traditional search methods 

* Use of history in reconstructing roots 

* The culture of Sefarad 

* The 100 year holocaust, the Spanish Inquisition and Expulsion 

In 1998, Bob traveled to his family's "homeland" to find information.  
Bob did not go the traditional route of going back to Turkey where his 

family most recently came from.  Rather he decided to go back to 
Spain where his family had been prior to the Spanish Inquisition and try 

to research the Behar's who had lived there. 

Whether you are doing Sephardic or Azhkenazic research, there is a lot 
to be learned from the research and travel which Bob has done.  

Back to Basics Session II

JGSO President, Ron Doctor, will continue 
 "Back to Basics, A Beginners Guide to Jewish Gene-

alogy" Wednesday, March 15, 7:30 - 9:30pm
Mittleman Jewish Community Center

A great start for beginning researchers as well as an excel-
lent chance for an advanced genealogist to learn about 

new genealogical research tools.
This was such a success from November, we thought we 

would do it again!  

=============================================== 

The Family History Fair

The Genealogical Forum of Oregon is having its 
annual Family History Fair.  It will be on Saturday, 

May 13th, from 9:30am to 4:30pm at Parkrose 
High School, 12003 N.E. Shaver, Portland, OR. 

The JGSO will have a table at the event to promote 
our organization and sell our products.  We will need 
volunteers to help.  If you are interested in helping 
please call Abby Menashe at (503) 245-5196 or by 

e-mail at amenashe @aol.com

mailto:@aol.com

