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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
LOOKING FOR LOVE 

Ron Doctor, President JGSO 

Sometimes we find clues to our family histories in very strange places … like love letters. Before we 
examine an old love letter that my family passed on to me, let me give you some background on the char-
acters mentioned in it. 

My maternal grandmother Annie Dubinsky was an infant when she immigrated to New York in 1881 
with her parents, Louis and Rachal Dubinsky. Louis and Rachal had three more daughters (Ida, Rose, and 
Bertha) before Louis died somtime in the 1880s. Rachal subsequently remarried. She and her second 
husband, Myer Hershel Klotz had a son, Max, in 1890. One family story is that Rachal and Hersh Klotz 
were killed in a New York streetcar accident in the 1890s and Rachal’s daughters were put into an or-
phanage in Cleveland. Why Cleveland instead of New York? That’s still a mystery. 

I don’t know when Rachal’s daughters got out of the orphanage, but I do know that Annie married Abra-
ham Blatt on 31 December 1899, as the new century began. Shortly afterward, their son Leo was born. 
Alas, that romantic beginning did not make the marriage work, and according to another family story, 
Abraham deserted Annie and fled to Australia shortly after they married. 

Still another family story is that Rachal and Hersh Klotz died shortly before my mother was born to An-
nie and her second husband, Charles Kazdoy, in August 1911. My mother, Ruth, was named after Rachal. 
She was the second daughter of Annie and Charles. 

Rachal’s daughter, Ida Dubinsky, eventually married Louis Gottschalk. I remember Louis. Louis was a 
plumber by trade. He was rather short and squat and kind of gruff, although he was always pleasant to us 
kids. He loved to play pinochle with the “old folks”. He and Ida seemed to be a happy couple. 

Now, the love letter. A couple of years after I started my family history quest, one of my mother’s 
sisters mentioned “the love letter” from Louis to Ida. My ears perked up, but as soon as the letter was 
mentioned, my mother and her sisters broke into giggles. I didn’t know what to do: just enjoy the sight of 
my mother and her sisters, all in their 70s and 80s, giggling like teenagers, or cut short the gigglefest 
and ask questions about the love letter. I waited. Eventually one of my aunts dragged out an old shoe box 
and retrieved a copy of the letter. It is on the letterhead of “The New York Real Estate Owners Sanitary 
Repair and Protection Co., 280 Broadway, New York”, but the letterhead is crossed out. The letter is 
dated, “Bklyn July 22/1902”. 

Here it is:

Continued on page 9
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FAMILY FINDER

Seeking family related to:
Eda Arkush McIndae (may have been a nurse)  and Ralph 
Arkush; children of Eda Mayer Arkush  (may have died 
in 1922) (daughter of Rebecca and Henry Mayer). May 
have lived in Natick,  MA., or near there.  Would like to 
hear from descendants of above or any information about 
them.  Contact Joan Mayer Teller, 15205 Boones Way, 
Lake Oswego, OR 97035, (503)636-5626, or e-mail @ 
MeJack1068@aol.com

Any genealogical information on the names  Abolafya or 
Abulafia.  My father’s name is Avraham and 
grandfather’s name is Benjamin.  Contact Benjamin I. 
Abolafya  #917120, Twin Rivers Corrections Center, P.O. 
Box 888 A-3-11, Monroe, WA 98272-0888

Matyas, of Transylvania, Romania (formerly Hungary).  
My mother  and her family came from towns near 
Cluj-Napoca (formerly Kolozvar): Dej, Ulciug, Nagy 
Banya, Jibou, Kod, Nagy Somkut,  and Benesat.
Lazar, same area.  My great grandfather had brothers 
for whom I have no names. Fireman (or variation), same 
area.  My great grandmother was  Regina (Rifka) whose 
father was Mordecai.  She lived in Ulciug (formerly 
Uluk, near Arduzei and Ulmeni) from 1827-1921.
Contact Lucille Kraiman , 2388 SW Vermont #36, 
Portland, OR 97219, or  e-mail @ lkraiman@hotmail.com

Solnick, Solnik, Solnica, Solnicki, and Solnicka, came 
from Lodz, Poland and vicinity.  Contact Stanley Solnick, 
75 Westboro Lane, Monroe Twp., NJ 08833 (503)655-1553 
or e-mail @ ssolnick@att.net

JGSO BOARD MEMBERS

 All phone numbers have a (503) area code unless otherwise 
stated.

Ron Doctor, President,  234-9528, 
E-Mail:   rondoctor@uswest.net
Abby Menashe, 1st VP, 245-5196, 
E-Mail:  AMenashe@aol.com
Sandra Shapiro, 2nd VP, 
E-Mail:  MShapiro@teleport.com
Joan Teller, Secretary, 636-5626.
Abe Jagendorf, Treasurer, 
E-Mail:103747.3004@compuserve.com
Lucille Kraiman, Librarian, 245-1825,
E-Mail: lkraiman@hotmail.com

Board Members at large:
Sarah Coblens, Editor, 466-2256, 
E-Mail:  scoblens@home.com
Brian Rosenthal, 246-8283, 
E-Mail: brosenthal@uswest.net
Robert Behar, (360) 834-2385.

SHALSHELET EDITORIAL BOARD

Editorial Board Temporary Editor
Sarah Coblens Harry Glauber
Myra Himmelfarb       
Lucille Kraiman
Abby Menashe    
        
Send editorial comments and material to Harry 
Glauber at Harryg123@aol.com

Welcome New JGSO 
Members

We are pleased you could join us!
Carol Danish

Bernice Gevurtz
Kevin Katz

Harvey Klevit
Keren Ohr Levine

Joyce Loeb
Nessa Loewenthal

Rick Menashe
Rosalyn Menashe 
    Christine Olsen 
    Susan Robins 
Mel Shulzinger

    

Downloadable Charts and Forms 

Looking for some blank forms that you can fill in 
during your genealogy research? You can now 
download free high-quality blank forms online 
and print them on your own printer. These are 
as nice looking as the commercially available 

forms. You can obtain a pedigree chart (called 
an Ancestral Chart), Research Calendar, Re-

search Extract, Correspondence Chart, Source 
Summary and Family Group Sheet. 

You can do all of this at: 
http://www.ancestry.com/save/charts/ancchart.htm 

  

mailto:@
mailto:MeJack1068@aol.com
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mailto:lkraiman@hotmail.com
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mailto:ssolnick@att.net
mailto:rondoctor@uswest.net
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mailto:lkraiman@hotmail.com
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mailto:brosenthal@uswest.net
mailto:Harryg123@aol.com
http://www.ancestry.com/save/charts/ancchart.htm
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Exciting JGSO Programming 
announced...

The board of your Jewish Genealogical 
Society of Oregon  has announced an exciting 
series of programs for the upcoming year. Mark 
your calenders now and plan to attend with at 
least one friend!

Sept. 20th: at 7:00 PM at the Oregon Jewish 
Museum (7th Floor Montgomery Park) on the 
subject of Immigration (see back page for 
more details)

Sept. 24th: JGSO will have a table at the OJM Fami-
ly Event.

Oct. 18th: Sandra Shapiro will talk about  her recent 
trip to Belarus.

Nov. 15:   JGSO member Julie Brophy on 
Scrapbooks

Also in November: Sunday morning event with 
the Men's Club of Neveh Shalom: "I know my 
grandfather's name, now what do I do? Starting 
your journey in Jewish genealogy."

Dec. 20th:   Sandra Shapiro, Ron Doctor, plus Elliot 
and Suzanne Axel will describe their experiences 
and discoveries during the July 2000 IAJGS Confer-
ence in Salt Lake City. 

March, 2001: How to Attend a Conference!

May, 2001: To coincide with the  NGS Conference 
in Portland, JGSO will host a lunch event with a 
panel discussion featuring Gary Mokotoff, 
(publisher of Avotaynu), Eileen Polakoff 
(Columnist for Avotaynu & Professional Gene-
alogy Researcher), and Hal Bookbinder (IAJGS 
Board Member)."

July 2001   IAJGS Conference in London,  England 
(why not think about going: it doesn’t hurt to 
dream!)

SPOTLIGHT ON THE LIBRARY
By

Lucille Kraiman

New Additions

Western States Jewish history, Vol, 1 + 4, Published by 
Skirball Cultural Center--donated by Bob Behar.

Pioneer Jews of Arizona --donated by Lucille 
Kraiman.

Yiddish-English, English-Yiddish dictionary, 
Weinrach--purchased by our JGSO.

Recently received genealogical newsletters:

Arizona--”Chronicle of Southern AZ

California-- “Zichron Note” of San Francisco

Florida-- “Etz Chaim” of Orlando

Illinois-- “Illiana” of Floosmoor; of  Chicago

Louisiana--Bayou Branches” of New Orleans

Missouri--”Generations” of St. Louis

New Jersey--”The Gatherers”

New York--”Dorot”

1998 out-of-country newsletters going into our 
Archives:

Argentina--”Toldot”

Brazil--”Boletim Informativo”

Canada-- “Shem Tov” of Toronto
Germany-- “Maajan Die Quelle” of Hamburg

Israel-- “Sharsheret Hadorot”

Great Britain--”Shemot”

South Africa--”Yichus” of Johannesburg

These can be accessed by arrangement with 
Lucille Kraiman, JGSO Librarian:

(503) 245-1825
E-mail:  lkraiman@hotmail.com

* We’re continually adding to our collection.  
Please come and browse!

mailto:lkraiman@hotmail.com
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The American Jewish Archives in New York has 
many collections of genealogical value. Among 
them are synagogue records. Here is the listing 

for Portland's Temple Beth Israel. 

To explore the AJA holdings, go to 

http://www.huc.edu/aja/ 

         PORTLAND, OREGON, CONGREGATION 
BETH ISRAEL. 

Records, 1849-1939. 1.2 linear ft., 444 reels 

microfilm. 

Includes microfilm and photocopies of congrega-
tional minute books, Board of Trustees minutes, 
correspondence,  membership lists, annual re-

ports, vital statistics and miscellaneous records.

It is worth a few minutes of your time to explore 
this site. 

Ron Doctor 

President, JGS Oregon

  

Book Review 
by Harry S. Glauber

Eliyahu’s Branches: The Descendants of the Vilna 
Gaon and his Family by Chaim Freedman. Published 
1997 by Avotaynu, Inc., Teaneck, N.J.

The Jewish Genealogic Society of Oregon library 
has recently acquired a copy of Eliyahu’s Branches: 
The Descendants of the Vilna Gaon and his Family, 
a remarkable work of genealogical research.  Chaim 
Freedman, an Australian born resident of Israel, has 
gathered from a variety of sources, information on 
approximately 20,000 people who can be linked to 
the great Jewish scholar of the 18th century, Eliyahu 
ben Shlomo Zalman, known as The Gaon of Vilna.

If an impossible dream of Jewish genealogists is to 
link their family line to King David, then a more 
attainable dream of Litvak genealogists might be to 
find a family connection to The Vilna Gaon. This 
useful book might just make this goal possible. The 
bulk of the book is a 13 generation family tree, 
subdivided into sections containing the 
descendants of The Gaon himself, and of his 
brothers and sister. The family tree is made 
accessible to curious modern day Litvaks by a 
comprehensive index of listed names. The tree is 
preceded by a detailed explanation of Freedman’s 
research resources and methods, and a brief
biography of The Gaon with an explanation of his 
importance to Jewish life and scholarship. 

I learned of this book through a search of the 
Consolidated Jewish Surnames Index (CJSI) on the 
Avoteynu web site :
(http://www.avotaynu.com/csi/csi-home.html). 
Here I found that this book contained information on 
at least one Glauber. Indeed, Isidore Glauber, a 
distant first cousin (once removed) of my father’s was 
listed in the book. His mother, no relation to us, was 
a great great great great grandniece of The Gaon of 
Vilna!   Information in the book about Isidore Glauber 
was in accord with  my father’s recollections, testify-
ing to the level of detail in this work. 

So, as a result of this highly recommended book, I 
have listed The Gaon of Vilna in my Reunion data 
base, although I cannot claim any direct descent 
from this great Litvak luminary. 

David A. Bernstein Memorial Fund

A fund exits in memory of 
David A. Bernstein, 

past president of the JGSO. 

Direct donations to JGSO (Bernstein Memorial Fund), 
c/o MJCC, 6651 SW Capitol Highway, Portland, OR, 

97201.  

http://www.huc.edu/aja/
http://www.avotaynu.com/csi/csi-home.html
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JGSO SURVEY SUMMARY

JGSO recently conducted a mailed survey to elicit from both members 
and non-members their responses about JGSO’s activities.

The first question asked was “Why did you join JGSO?”  
The strongest responses were evenly divided between (a) utilizing the 
JGSO’s resources , (b) improving genealogy skills, and (c) meeting peo-
ple with like interests.  The next strongest response was evenly 
divided between (a) having questions answered and problems resolved 
about a person’s family history , and (b) learning Jewish history/heritage.  
The weakest responses were  (a) learning about Northwest genealogical 
resources and (b) sharing skills with others.
 (Note: Most members identify themselves as beginners).

The second questions asked ” Which of the following resources would 
you like to learn more about?”  
The responses were fairly evenly divided between learning about 
(a) naturalization records, (b) passenger ship lists, (c) Jewish/gen 
databases/files, (d) LDS family history centers, (e) resources in the 
JGSO library, (f) FTJP (Family Tree Joint Project), (g) Jewish/gen 
discussion  lists, (h) cemetery records, (i) JRI-Poland Databases, and (j) 
Census Records.  
(Note: Only 2/3 of the respondents answered this second questions).

Other noteworthy Survey results:

1.  Only 3 of the 25 respondents submitted their family three and few 
indicated that they planned to submit it.

2.  Only 1/3 of the respondents indicated an interest in more information 
about FTJP (Family Tree Joint Project).

3.  A majority indicated that the highest priorities should be (a) purchase 
of research books, (b) purchase of research journals/periodicals, and (c) 
purchase of research CD-ROMs.  The next strongest priorities 
favored (a) paying for speakers and presentation materials, 
(b) development of educational programs for Hebrew/Sunday schools, 
and (c) engaging in community events.  

4. There was a very mixed and ambiguous reaction to evaluation of the 
JGSO monthly presentations.  More input is needed to clarify members’ 
thoughts on this point.

5.  More discussion is needed to clarify how JGSO can assist in 
identifying and resolving specific problems encountered by members in 
their research.

We elicit your further responses about the Survey, any second thoughts 
and suggestions which you might have regarding JGSO’s 
activities and/or expenditures, the conduct of meetings and programs, 
or the organizing of cooperative/volunteer research activities for and 
between members.  

If you have any comments please e-mail them to Ron Doctor  at 
rondoctor@uswest.net or call Abby Menashe at (503) 245-5196.

An Editors Note:  A special thank you  to Robert Behar,  a JGSO  board 
member, for  putting together  this Survey Summary.

CEMETERY PROJECT 
UPDATE

Here is the latest information on the 
cemetery project.  A special thanks to 
Elliot Axel for all his hard work organizing 
and planning the cemetery project.

As of May 2000, there were 5100  names 
in the database.  Ahavai Sholom, Kesser 
Israel, Shaarie Torah  (through 1995), 
Jacksonville Pioneer,  Rest Haven 
(Eugene), and Albany Hebrew  are
complete and  are in the International 
database. 

Neveh Zedek/Rose City Lodge 
(under the leadership of David Axel as an 
Eagle Scout project) are 70% complete  
and will be done this month (May). 

We are awaiting Beth Israel data 
(we can't get access to their database due 
to technical reasons and a maternity leave). 

We have one volunteer for walking 
Willamette National Cemetery and we need  
more.   Willamette National  has 105,000  
graves. Between 5,000-7,000  are Jewish.  
We will need lots of volunteers!! 

Todah to Linda Naslund Cohen.  
She is doing a super job researching the 
older cemeteries in Portland. 

Areas for future work. 
Burials outside Portland, and in 
non-Jewish cemeteries; keeping the 
database updated; making it available to 
the local community on CD-ROM and 
maybe online. 

Thank you to Abby Menashe who’s 
 assistance has been invaluable. 

A very special thank you to all who have 
volunteered their time on this wonderful 
project. 

If you have any questions or would like to 
help with this project please contact Elliot 
Axel at ekaxel@home.com or call Abby 
Menashe at (503) 245-5196.
  
  
  

mailto:rondoctor@uswest.net
mailto:ekaxel@home.com
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YOU ARE INVITED....
The JGSO holds its monthly board  meetings the 2nd 

Wednesday of each  month (August-June) at 7:00 pm in 
the Mittleman Jewish Community Center. All JGSO 

Members are invited to attend.
 For more information, contact Abby Menashe at 

(503) 245-5196 or by e-mail at Rondoctor@uswest.net

The Jewish Genealogical 
Society of Oregon is a part of 

the Mittleman Jewish 
Community Center

Special Thanks to our Volunteers 

We want to thank those of you who recently volunteered to staff our 
table at the April Symposium and the Family History Fair.

They are: 

Christine Olson 
Nancy Christie 
Harley Kessluk 
Kevin Carnes 
Tamar Boussi 

Jeannette Toppel 
Joan Teller 
Elliot Axel 
Sue Axel 

Ron Doctor 
Sandra Shapiro 

Mel Yost 

Your help is essential in letting people know our group exists and in 
promoting sales which will help our group to do more. 

Thank you! 

Programming Committee Members Sought 

We are needing 2 volunteers to be part of our Programming 
Committee.  We hope to meet 3 - 4 times a year.  The committee will 
develop our program topics and speakers.  Some of the topics will be 
ideas of the committee and some have been recommended by our 
members.  Very little time commitment will be necessary.  
Please contact Abby Menashe by phone at 245-5196 or by email at 
amenashe@aol.com 

An update of the IAJGS Cemeteries Pro-
ject CD was supposed to be released this 
summer but it has been postponed while 
new arrangements are made between 

IAJGS and JewishGen. We don't have a 
release date for the new one, but it 

probably won't be available until early 
2001. In  the meantime, JGSO still has 
several copies of the 1998 CD availabl  
for sale. Please contact Abby Menashe 

(503-245-5196 or amenashe@aol.com) 
if you are interested in purchasing one.

A new, greatly expanded version of the 
Family Tree of the Jewish People (FTJP) 

CD is in final stages of beta testing. It 
should be available for purchase within 
the next month. JGSO will have copies 
for sale at  the October meeting. The 

price for this CD will be only $20 
(reduced from $35). If you purchased the 

original CD, the new one will cost only  
$10 if you turn in your old CD.

mailto:Rondoctor@uswest.net
mailto:amenashe@aol.com
mailto:503-245-5196 or amenashe@aol.com
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                                                      YIZKOR BOOK COLLECTION TO MOVE TO NEVEH SHALOM LIBRARYANNOUNCEMENTS

Shalshelet is published quarterly by the Jewish 
Genealogical Society of Oregon, which is affili-
ated with the Mittleman Jewish Community 
Center, Portland, Oregon.

Web Site: Currently Under 
Construction
http://www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs/

Paid advertisements or inquiries should be sub-
mitted to the Society in care of the MJCC at:

6651 S.W. Capitol Highway
Portland, OR 97219

For permission to reproduce any copyrighted 
material, please contact the author.

=========================
THINGS FOR SALE

Getting Started in Jewish Genealogy

Handbook 2nd Edition by  JGSO-- $5.00  

Cemetery Database CD-ROM -- by IAJGS $35.00 

Family Tree of the Jewish People CD- ROM 

-- by IAJGS $35.00. 

Do People Grow on Family Trees--

by Ira Wolfman, $10.00.

A fascinating web site about the Jews in Spain 
and Sephardic Jews of North America. 

History, time lines, stories, etc. 

http://www.kahalbraira.org/mendes/GraciaMendes.html 

 

Do you have a suggestion for a JGSO  
topic?   

Would you like to assist in the planning 
of a JGSO meeting?  

Call  or e-mail one of  the JGSO board 
members  or come to a JGSO  board 
meeting.  The JGSO board meets the 
2nd Wednesday of the month Septem-
ber through June, at the MJCC at 7:00 

pm.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

This has been a busy year for us. Lots of good, exciting 
informative programs, the membership survey, 

25% increase in our library holdings, Winterfest and 
other special events. Our increased activity and services 

have resulted in a significant increase in membership. We 
now have 80 members and have set a new  goal of 

100 members by the end of the year. 

Brian Rosenthal, our Membership Chair, has sent out dues 
notices. He is also sending out Reminders to the few

 members who have not yet paid Year 2000 dues. If you 
haven't paid, please, please, be sure to send in your check. 
At only $18 per year ($25 for a family membership), JGSO 
is one of the few remaining bargains around. We need your 

support to continue expanding our services. 

At the April Board meeting, the Board voted to create a 
new "Student" class of membership. We believe it is 

important to get more young people involved in Jewish 
genealogy, and to get them involved as early as possible. 
So, dues for a Student Membership have been set at only 

$5.00 per year. Student Members will have all the 
privileges of Regular Members, including a FREE copy of 

the new second edition of our "Getting Started ..." 
Handbook (now about 98 pages, more than double the size 

of the 1998 edition). 
This would be a great way to get YOUR favorite student 

into Jewish Genealogy. We welcome all students. 

Please contact Brian if you have any questions about mem-
bership. His e-mail address is: brosenthal@uswest.net. 

Ron Doctor 
President, JGS Oregon 

http://www.rootsweb.com/~orjgs/
http://www.kahalbraira.org/mendes/GraciaMendes.html
mailto:brosenthal@uswest.net
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Neveh Shalom Feldstein Library
Winter 2000 hours:

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
9:00 am - 2:00 pm  

Wednesday 5:00 pm-8:30 pm*
   Sunday 8:30 am to noon *

(*when religious school in session)
 

On our Shelves
by Lucille Kraiman

Here are brief descriptions of some of the 
books on our shelves in the Neveh Shalom 
library.

Morton Allan Directory of European Pas-
senger Steamship Arrivals. by Morton Al-
lan. No genealogical researcher’s library is 
complete without this book. Lists steam-
ship arrivals for the years 1890 to 1930 for 
the Port of New York and 1904-1926 for 
New York, Philadelphia, Boston and Balti-
more.

German Minority Census of 1939: Intro-
duction and Register. Finding Aid for LDS 
Collection.  by Thomas Kent Edlund. 
Identifies the microfilm number for each of 
the German towns in the LDS (Mormon) 
Family History Library microfilm collection 
of this important Holocaust-era census. In-
formation in the actual census records in-
cludes name, birth date, place of birth, 
which of the person’s four grandparents 
were Jewish etc.

They Became Americans: Finding Naturali-
zation Records and Ethnic Origins: Guide 
to U.S. Naturalization Records. by Loretto 
Dennis Szucs.
Naturalization (citizenship) records rank as 
one the important sources of information in 
Jewish genealogy. Often they are difficult 
to find, and their information can be confus-
ing. This low cost book is a generously il-
lustrated guide to it all. The methods and 
techniques you learn from this book will 
help you discover more about your herit-
age without wasting precious research 
hours.

ATTENTION ALL LITVAKS! 

According to Kahlile Mehr, Family History Library 
collections acquisitions specialist for the territory 

of the former Soviet Union, the library now has 
received and cataloged all of  the Jewish vital 
records from opis 1 of Fond 728 stored in the 
Historical Archive in Vilnius. They continue to
receive films from this fond at a steady pace 

and Mehr anticipates that the entire fond 
(perhaps half of the total collection of Jewish 
vital records in the Vilnius Historical archives) 

will be available in the near future. 

Mehr is producing a locality index for the 
collection that will be ready for 

the conference.  Most of the items are listed 
in, "Jewish Vital Records, Revision Lists and 

Other Jewish Holdings in the Lithuanian 
Archives" (Avotaynu, 1996), by Rhode and Sack, 

but Mehr notes that since publication of the 
book, the archive has found additional 

records that are not listed. 

"Fond" and "opis" are archival designations of 
the record storage system that enable an

 archivist to retrieve records. A "Fond" is a record 
group, and an "opis" is an inventory of a subset 

of records within a specific fond. Fond 
728 consists of four opis and includes vital 

records from many parts of Lithuania. It even 
includes records for some places that are now in 

the northeastern part of Belarus. 

If this isn't exciting news for all Litvaks then I do 
not know what is!

Howard Margol                       Fred Davis 
President, IAJGS                    IAJGS 

Board/Conference Liaison 
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Continued from page 1 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
LOOKING FOR LOVE 

Ron Doctor, President JGSO 

                       My Dearest Ida, 

       I received your welcome postal and was pleased to hear from [you]. We are all well here, hoping to hear 
the same from you. It was really to bad that you felt so lonesome on the train. How are you enjoying yourself. 
You just tell my mother that she can stay a few weeks longer as she is not needed here particularly we are 
getting along quite well with the cooking and our dinners taste very fine. Just tell Frieda that she will  catch 
rats from me if she is so bothersome to mamma. Tell mamma that papa won’t be home Sat. as he has to be in 
N.Y. You tell me that I was expected to come over with you so why did they not write for me to come. It would 
not pay for one to come over now if you are only going to stay one week. How would it be if you would stay 
another week as you are not needed here at present, as your shop will go out on strike very soon. I want to 
give you a chance to recuperate your self. You need it very much. How do you enjoy your self. Do you go out 
very often? Just enjoy yourself the best way possible as I want you to come home with roses in your cheek. I 
feel very lonesome here with out you. I don’t know what to do with myself when I come home from work at 
night. Tell mamma that Max is not working again, that I made him quit Canarsie as it did not pay. I made a 
bargain with your mother that she should sew my pants for me and I will save Annie a job to write you a let-
ter as she has not much news to write. But you aught to see them pants, they look a holy sight, they are torn 
right around and she will have a beautiful job sewing them together. That is the great bargain that I bought. 

 {My loving little girl} now I will tell you a little good news that your sister Annie has a separation from her 
tramp-husband. When I came home Sunday from the depot, I met Annie and Abe’s youngest sister coming down 
the steps. They were going to some relatives of Abe’s, as they sent for her. When she came home at night she 
said that they will go Monday to a Rabbi to get a gett. So she stopped Monday from work a half a day and your 
mother went along with her to N.Y. to the Rabbi’s house, there they found the Rabbi and a notary public. The 
notary public gave her the separation papers, but they are not divorced in court so neither of them can marry 
because each one of them can make trouble for the other. Now Annie is rid of a bum and she is richer with 
fifty dollars. Everybody is perfectly satisfied that it turned out the way it did. Annie and mother came home at 
nine o’clock Monday night from N.Y. 

{Loving Ida} The latest news is that your step-father is going to belong to the union. Phillip was not up in the 
house yet, and I don’t care if he never comes up. I seen him tonight corner Ewen and Varet St. by the saloon. I 
have no more news to write so I must close. We all send our best love and kisses to all. Your folks also send 
their love. I myself send to my sweetest girl 1,000,000 kisses, also kiss Frieda and Mamie for me and tell 
Frieda that she must behave herself or she will get all she is looking for when she comes home. If you could 
stay another week then I would be able to come over for a few days. 

       From your Loving Sweetheart, 

       Louis Gottschalk 
  

This letter is full of family history clues. Can you spot them? 

Here’s my challenge to you. We’ll have a contest. The JGSO member who identifies the 
greatest number of genealogy-related clues in this letter will win a copy of the all new, 
100 page, second edition of JGSO’s “Getting Started in Jewish Genealogy: A Handbook for 
Beginners.” Submit your entry to JGSO by letter no later than October 4th, 2000. In case 
of a tie, we’ll have a drawing for the winning entry. We’ll award the prize at the October 
2000 JGSO meeting. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Jewish Genealogical Society of Oregon
Mittleman Jewish Community Center
6651 S.W. Capitol Highway
Portland, OR 97219

How we got here: Immigration Research

Our new program season will kick off with a jointly held meeting of the 
JGSO and the Oregon Jewish Museum (OJM) on Wednesday, September 
20, 7:00 - 9:30 pm at the OJM.  Speaker Ron Doctor will discuss world-
wide immigration patterns, immigration into the United States, ports 
other than Ellis Island and how to research immigration information on 
line.

This program is purposely sponsored with the OJM to give you an op-
portunity to view their latest exhibit of the works of Arnold Mesches.  
Many of his works focus on immigrating Jews. View the exhibit and 
gather information on JGSO and OJM 7:00-7:30 pm. 

Join us for this evening at the Oregon Jewish Museum, Montgomery 
Park,  2701 NW Vaughn Street, Suite 715.


