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THE BRICK WALL

Quarterly Newsletter of the

By Beth Bush
I have heard from many genealogists amongst you who tell of their
woes of not finding any records on their ancestor(s) and are now faced
with the dreaded “brick wall.” My Great Grandfather Andrew Katcher is
my “brick wall.” I have the census records from 1900 – 1930 stating he
came to the U.S. between the years 1884 and 1886 from Hungary. Also,
his name isn’t originally spelled Katcher.
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I searched for various spellings of his surname and finally this past
October, I went to the Catholic Church that holds all the registrations for
the surrounding churches that have “gone out of business.” I was able to
find the marriage registration, which had his name spelled “Kacsur.” By
figuring out what year my Great Grandmother came to the U.S. (through
the census records), and when their first child was born, I zeroed in on
the year of marriage. My heart dropped when the Church Secretary told
me that they did not have records going back that far to 1880’s for the
specific church I knew they attended. Then I remembered the first son
was baptized at another church in the area along with the date of baptism,
and I told the Church Secretary that information. She said they do have
those records. Sure enough, we found my Great Grandparents’ marriage
registration. It’s funny that I was able to find their marriage registration
at the church, but a few years back, I went to the Clearfield County
Courthouse to find their marriage license application – no success. The
Church Secretary told me that a lot of couples just came to the church (ca
1890’s) and were married without a marriage license. Just keep that in
mind when you are searching for marriage license applications through
the county courthouse. As you know, the marriage license application
has an abundance of family background.
This information was helpful, at least I have the correct spelling of
their surname. But still I have no idea what part of Slovakia they are
from. I have contacted the Western Pennsylvania Genealogical Society
for their assistance in finding the Declaration of Intent and Naturalization
documents, but no help there. I was told that it is not likely to have much
genealogical information on the documents anyway. They referred me to
the Clearfield County Historical Society in Clearfield, PA, and they
could not find any documents.
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Now you are wondering: why haven’t you searched the ship
manifests? I have found various spellings of Kacsur on manifests, but
even if I did find a Kacsur, how do I know it is my Great Grandfather? I
have searched familysearch.org and there, too, are various Kacsur,
Kaczur, Kacur, etc., but how do I know it is my Great Grandfather?
Well, there are a lot more groups associated with Slovak genealogy
research that I have contacted and they have given me some leads. So I
am still searching for Great Grandfather Andrew Kacsur’s past.
If you have a brick wall story you would like to share, please submit
to the Hudson Genealogical Study Group. I think this would be a great
feature in the newsletter. Who knows, maybe you have some ideas to
share with the group.
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It’s Time to Record Our
Grandparents’ History

to have your teenager explain the value of being on
the Internet to someone in their 80s, which may in
itself, be an eye-opening experience. He also notes
that there’s something about the presence of a
microphone in a StoryCorps session that changes
the dynamic between two people. It’s a license to
say things that wouldn’t normally come up, and ask
questions you don’t usually get to ask. Fowler noted
that the generation that might not want to broadcast
every whim on Facebook doesn’t necessarily have a
problem sharing deeper knowledge. “We all want to
know we are not going to be forgotten and that our
lives matter.”

A smartphone app from StoryCorps
can bridge generations by turning
anyone into a documentarian.
This article was in the November 17, 2015 Wall
Street Journal, written by their tech editor,
Geoffrey A. Fowler. HGSG member John
Franklin shares an abridged version.
The
following is some information about StoryCorps
App and how to use it for your family oral
history and share it with future generations.

The next step is coming up with questions.
StoryCorps interviews should last no more than 40
minutes, and usually five to 10 good questions are
more than enough. The app offers a lot of help on
this front, suggesting a range of open-ended
questions that have elicited revealing answers:

As Mr. Fowler says, “Around many holiday
tables, the smartphone represents much of what
divides the generations. This season put yours to
better use. It taught me how my phone could actually
make me a better listener.”

• “Can you tell me about one or two people who
have been kindest to you in your life?”

Most smartphones can be used to record and take
pictures, but the new StoryCorps App adds a
remarkable capability: It can put anyone’s
conversation online and preserve it in the Library of
Congress. This comes out of the Library of
Congress’s American Folklife Center to record stories
about American life. “Already, 120,000 people have
signed up. StoryCorps is now leading an initiative
called The Great Thanksgiving Listen for students to
use its app to interview their grandparents and other
senior friends, building out the archive’s holdings of
the Greatest Generation and of baby boomers. This
good idea need not apply just to children. Imagine it:
During the holidays, instead of using gadgets to
ignore each other, we might use them as an excuse to
look each other in the eye and listen.” Some of the
stories Mr. Fowler reports are as follows “One
participant, Rory Miller, interviewed his girlfriend
about their first kiss and ended up proposing marriage
during the recording. Veteran Vaughn Gordy
described the time his plane was shot down by enemy
fire during World War II.”

• “Do you have any regrets?”
• “How would you like to be remembered?”
You can put a virtual pin in these questions, or
your own, to view in the app while you’re
conducting your interview. For best results you
need to find a quiet place to do the interview, and it
really must be one-on-one. When National Public
Radio sets a StoryCorps section, they typically
record in small, soundproof booths with the
interviewer and subject facing each other at a small
table, with a single table light illuminating the
otherwise dark space. Not only does this minimize
background noise, but also it helps the subject and
interviewer focus on each other.
The microphone on most phones is sufficient
for StoryCorps, and should be held about a hand’s
length away, leaving it on the table can make people
sound distant. The article recommends an external
microphone that plugs into an iPhone for easier
placement and a warmer, more professional sound.
Fowler suggested the $100 Mikey Digital external
microphone from Blue, there are others that start at
about fifty dollars.

Fowler gives some guidelines to setting up your
StoryCorp App interview. Before you record, make
sure you're sitting together, one-on-one; in a quiet
place and that you're prepared. You can do your
interview with the voice recorder app readily
available on any smartphone, but downloading the
free StoryCorps app for iPhones and Android
handsets helps you be better prepared.

You’ll want a glass of water for your subject,
and maybe a box of tissues, too. Crying is not only
OK—it happens in the majority of StoryCorps
interviews, even if you’re not talking about death or
loss, a veteran StoryCorps facilitator stated. Mr.
Fowler found that his interview subjects were often
caught off-guard by how intense their memories
felt, and how quickly their 40 minutes were up. At
the end of an interview, you save and upload it, but

The first step is to have a conversation about
recording an interview, and what it means to be
posted on the Internet. Mr. Fowler said it might help

2

Continued on page 3

3

HUDSON GREEN

DECEMBER 2015

President’s Message

StoryCorps App Continued from page 3

the StoryCorps app asks you to do two things first.
Enter a series of keywords, a critical step if you want
your interview to be found by future historians. Then
the app asks you to take a photo of yourself with
your subject. This is one instance when a selfie is
perfect.

Once again the holidays are here and we are fast
approaching another year. Christmas is a time of
giving and I would encourage all of you to give of
yourself in some way over the season. It doesn't have
to be money. Giving of your time is equally as
important to an elderly person in a nursing home who
never receives a visitor, or giving food to the needy,
possibly preparing a meal for a shut in, giving to the
homeless veterans or giving your time to a new
member who needs assistance. There are so many
things that come to mind. The HGSG can always use
volunteers to help people get started researching their
family histories. As I am getting older I am finding it
is much more pleasant to give to others who have
great need when our lives are filled with so much. The
holidays are also time to spend time with family and
friends. Give the love of Christmas to everyone.

It’s possible to use the StoryCorps app to record
an interview and save it just for yourself and your
family. This is also helpful if you’d prefer to
download and edit your interview on a computer
before posting to the Internet, since grandparents can
say the darndest things! You can upload audio files
directly to StoryCorps.me on a Web browser.
However you use StoryCorps App, this is part
of modern technology, enabling us to learn more
about our past and share it for future generations.

As the New Year approaches HGSG will be
having more interesting presentations. Just a few
include the lock-in for February, Irish research in
March, and a presentation on researching slavery.
Also with the coming of the New Year there will be
positions on the Board that need to be filled. At
present we have two trustee positions, so I would
encourage our membership to step forward and
volunteer to help on the board. With half a year in as
President, I can honestly say it has been a great way to
get to know the members better.

With Stud Terkel

If you are a new member and need research help
you can turn to other HGSG members to help you.
There are many knowledgeable members in our group
who are willing to share their knowledge with you and
give assistance where they can. Networking helps you
gain research ability. We are always looking for good
articles for the Hudson Green, so if you have had an
interesting research trip or great find submit it to
Gwen Mayer or John Franklin to be published. Prior
Issues of the Green, which are published quarterly, are
online.

Beth Bush suggested that you might find Stud
Terkel of interest.
Check out this website: www.radiodiaries.org
Radio host and oral historian Stud Terkel's 1970's
collection of interviews - oral history collection - of
"Working: People Talk About What They Do All
Day and How they Feel about What They Do." In
the early 1970s, radio host and oral historian Studs
Terkel went around the country interviewing people
about their jobs. Studs recorded more than 130
interviews, and the end result was a book called
“Working: People Talk About What They Do All
Day and How They Feel About What They
Do.” You may remember this book, but now you
can listen to the people talk about their jobs through
the podcasts.

Hopefully, you will have a successful new year
doing your family research. The lock-in is a great way
to spend some quality time researching in the library
with other HGSG members. And the food isn't bad
either.
All kidding aside, I am looking forward to a great
New Year. Being a member of the HGSG has helped
me in many ways to research my own family and I am
always amazed at the things I am still learning from
presenters to our group. Encouragement to continue on
even when you hit that brick wall is always present.
So best wishes to all of you for a very Merry
Christmas and a happy New Year. Good researching
to all!
Helen Soblosky
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“Lazy, Loves Strong Drink, and is a Glutton”:
White Pennsylvania Runaways, 1720-1749,
compiled by Joseph Lee Boyle

Recent Acquisitions to
the Archives
By Gwen Mayer

Goosetown Reconstructing on Akron
Neighborhood, by Joyce Dyer

Officers and Soldiers in the Service of the
Province of Pennsylvania 1744 to 1764, by Craig
R. Scott, CG, FUGA

The “Colored Hero” of Harper’s Ferry, John
Anthony Copeland, and the War Against
Slavery, by Steven Lubet

Pittsburgh – Pennsylvania, 19th Century Voter
Lists, by Western Pennsylvania Genealogical
Society, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Ancestry.com Announces
Retirement of Family Tree Maker

Minerals of Ohio, by Ernest H. Carlson
The Badge of a Freemason, Masonic Aprons
from the Scottish Rite Masonic Museum &
Library, by Aimee E. Newell

News and views by John Franklin
Ancestry Insider blog has reported on
Ancestry.com about their Family Tree Maker
genealogy software will be retired.

A History of Northeast Ohio Stoneware, by F.
Robert Treichler

“Ancestry is discontinuing sales of its popular
Family Tree Maker desktop tree management
software. Ancestry will discontinue sales at the end
of the month (31 December 2015). It will continue
to support the software for one year (31 December
2016). That includes the ability to sync your New
Ancestry online tree with your Family Tree Maker
offline tree. “You will be able to use the software,
exactly as you do now, including TreeSync, for at
least the next year,” said Ancestry’s Kendall Hulet.
Family Tree Maker will continue to function to
some degree past that date.”

Confederate State Roster, South Carolina, Name
Roster, Vol. 1, edited by Janet B. Hewitt
Confederate State Roster, South Carolina, Unit
Roster, Vol. 2, edited by Janet B. Hewitt
An Old Frontier of France, The Niagara Region
and Adjacent Lakes Under French Control, Vol.
1 of 2, by Frank H. Severance
A Pioneer History of Jefferson County,
Pennsylvania and My First Recollections of
Brookville, Pennsylvania, 1840-1843, when my
feet were bare and my cheeks were brown, by W.
J. McKnight, M.D.

For more details you can go to "Ancestry to
Retire Family Tree Maker Software" on the
Ancestry Blog for the initial announcement or
http://www.ancestryinsider.org

Virginia/West Virginia Husbands and Wives, Vol.
1, compiled by Patrick G. Wardell

I’m sorry to see Family Tree Maker will be
discontinued, as I have been a longtime user of the
software since the early 90’s, before Ancestry
purchased it.

Virginia/West Virginia Husbands and Wives, Vol.
2, compiled by Patrick G. Wardell
The Legacy of Ferdinand A. Brader, by Kathleen
Wieschaus-Voss
Why Not?, by Dennis W. Rich

The Hudson Green
Editorial Board

First Metis Families of Quebec, Vol. 5, Jean
Durand dit Lafortune and Catherine Anenontha a
Huron, Jacques Courturier and Catherine
Anenontha a Huron, compiled by Gail Morin

Editor.........…...………....……Elsie Thomas
Layout......................................John Franklin
Mailing……………………...Carleen Welch
Publicity…….………...………Gwen Mayer

Saints, Sinners, Scoundrels, and Some Ordinary
People (The Virginia, Kentucky, and European
Ancestors of Mary Underwood), by Steven
Powers Chylinski
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Area Genealogy Activities
Monday, 4 January 2016, 7:00 p.m. East Cuyahoga County Genealogical Society meets at Ross C. DeJohn
Community Center, 6306 Marsol Road, Mayfield Heights OH 44124. John Dailey presents: "Ohio History and
Transportation or How Ohio Changed from Being the Wild West Frontier into a Political, Industrial and Commercial
Power"
Saturday, 9 January 2016, 9:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. NEOCAG will hear Ken Bravo present “Locating Your
Ancestors’ Naturalization Records and Learning About the Secrets They Hold” Mayfield Library, 500 SOM Center
Rd., Mayfield
Saturday, 9 January 2016, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Greater Cleveland Genealogical Society, "Clandiggers" help
session for genealogists at the Fairview Park branch, Cuyahoga County Public Library, 2nd floor
Saturday, 9 January 2016, 12:00 noon to 3:00 p.m. Western Reserve Historical Society presents: "U.S. Federal
Census-- More than a tool for family research." Presenter: Linda Freeman, Genealogical Committee member. Register
at www.wrhs.org. $
Monday, 11 January 2016, 7:00 p.m. Lorain County Chapter OGS hosts Margaret Cheney presenting "How To
Prepare A Lineage Application" North Ridgeville Branch Library, 35700 Bainbridge Rd., North Ridgeville
Saturday, 16 January 2016, 9:30 a.m. CAGG General Meeting, and Social Time, 10:00 a.m. Program: Breakout
sessions for the major genealogy software programs start at 11:15 a.m.; brown bag lunch; 1:00 p.m. TBA
Monday, 18 January 2016, 7:00 p.m. Greater Cleveland Genealogical Society program "What Did You Learn in
2015?" round table discussion Fairview Park branch, Cuyahoga County Public Library
Monday, 25 January 2016, 6:30 p.m. Greater Cleveland Genealogical Society "Clandiggers" help session for
genealogists at the Fairview Park branch, Cuyahoga County Public Library, 2nd floor
Monday, 1 February 2016, 7:00 p.m. East Cuyahoga County Genealogical Society meets at Ross C. DeJohn
Community Center, 6306 Marsol Road, Mayfield Heights OH 44124. J. Mark Busch presents: "Funeral Home
Practices and Records"
3-6 February 2016 RootsTech Conference, Salt Lake City
Saturday, 13 February 2016, 9:15 a.m. NEOCAG meets at Beachwood Library, 25501 Shaker Boulevard
Beachwood, Ohio 44122. Note change of place!
Saturday, 13 February 2016, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Greater Cleveland Genealogical Society "Clandiggers" help
session for genealogists at the Fairview Park branch, Cuyahoga County Public Library, 2nd floor
Monday, 15 February 2016, 7:00 p.m. Greater Cleveland Genealogical Society program "Unearthing My Family
Roots: One Genealogist’s Journey Through Her Family’s Past" presented by Deb Shell. Fairview Park branch,
Cuyahoga County Public Library.
Saturday, 20 February 2016, 9:30 a.m. CAGG General Meeting, and Social Time, 10:00 a.m. Breakout sessions for
the major genealogy software programs start at 11:15 a.m.; brown bag lunch; 1:00 p.m. TBA
Monday, 22 February 2016, 6:30 p.m. Greater Cleveland Genealogical Society "Clandiggers" help session for
genealogists at the Fairview Park branch, Cuyahoga County Public Library, 2nd floor
Monday, 7 Mar 2016, 7:00 p.m. East Cuyahoga County Genealogical Society meets at Ross C. DeJohn Community
Center, 6306 Marsol Road, Mayfield Heights, OH 44124. Chris Staats will speak on "Analysis and Correlation: Two
Keys to Conclusions"
Saturday, 12 March 2016, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Greater Cleveland Genealogical Society "Clandiggers" help
session for genealogists at the Fairview Park branch, Cuyahoga County Public Library, 2nd floor
Saturday, 19 March 2016, 9:30 a.m. CAGG General Meeting, and Social Time, 10:00 a.m. Breakout sessions for the
major genealogy software programs start at 11:15 a.m.; brown bag lunch; 1:00 pm: TBA
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Monday, 21 March 2016, 7:00 p.m. Greater Cleveland Genealogical Society program "They Paid Taxes: Why We
Care" presented by Sunny Morton. Fairview Park branch, Cuyahoga County Public Library
Monday, 28 March 2016, 6:30 p.m. Greater Cleveland Genealogical Society "Clandiggers" help session for
genealogists at the Fairview Park branch, Cuyahoga County Public Library, 2nd floor

Substitutes for Vital Records
Gwen found this list from Ancestry Trails, Trumbull County Chapter of OGS, Warren, Ohio,
Dec-Jan 2016 issue on page 57
Once you have determined that no usable vital records exist for the ancestor you are researching, the native
record sources below may supply some or all of the information available. The nearer the record to the time
of the event, the more likely it will be accurate.

Home Sources
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Baptismal certificates
Family Bibles
Birth certificates
Death certificates
Deeds and abstracts
Diaries
Divorce papers
Engagement, marriage and
or anniversary
announcements

9. Estate or financial papers
10. Family histories or records
11. Family scrapbooks
12. Letters
13. Marriage certificates,
announcements, and
newspaper accounts
14. Mass cards or memorial cards
15. Obituaries
16. Photographs

17. Professional licenses
18. School records
19. Telephone
books/City
directories (past and
present
20. Wedding invitations
21. Wills

Note of caution: Errors in writing, typing, printing and knowledge of the facts may be present in any record.
In the case of family generated records, the information may be true to the best of knowledge of the person
writing the record, yet they may not know all of the facts. It is also possible the family member may have
their own agenda for hiding or misrepresenting various facts.

State or Local Health Departments
1. Birth certificates
2. Death certificates
3. Casualties from localized epidemics

4. W.P.A. Indexes of pre-1930 local and
church records for a given community and
where they were deposited.
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HGSG Calendar of Events for
Spring 2015
Visitors are most welcome
PROGRAM

DATE

SPEAKER

TIME

LOCATION

January 16

Sat

Finding My German Roots

Randy Nye

10 a.m.

Flood Room

February 5
February 19

Fri
Fri

Lock-in / Board Meeting
Kent State University – Historical Map Research Library

Genealogy

5 p.m.
1–3 p.m.

Hudson Library
Maps Library
410 McGilvery Hall

March 19

Sat

Irish Heritage

Margaret Lynch

10 a.m.

Flood Room

April 16

Sat

Brick Wall Discussion

Roundtable
Panel

10 a.m.

Flood Room

Finding Slaveholder’s Ancestral Home
Annual Meeting

Sandra B.
Milton

10 a.m.

Flood Room

May 21

Sat

HUDSON GENEALOGICAL STUDY GROUP
Membership Information for 2015 – 2016
(Please Print)

Name ______________________________________________ Maiden Name ___________ ________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________ State __________ Zip (+ 4 if known) __________________-__________
Current e-mail address ______________________________________Phone Number________________________
Genealogy Software used _______________________________________________________________________
Surnames you are researching ___________________________________________________________________
Geographic area of interest _____________________________________________________________________
New member _________ Couple membership ____________ Renewing member _______ OGS member _____
Programs you would like to hear in the future _____________________________________________________
The membership year runs from September 1 to August 31 the following year. Please complete and include this form
with your check by September 15, to ensure accurate information for our membership booklet.
HGSG dues are $15 per year (or any portion of the year) for couples and individuals.
Send this form and your check made payable to HGSG to:
Hudson Library – Dept. G.
96 Library Street
Hudson, Ohio 44236-5122
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Hudson Genealogical Study Group
Hudson Library & Historical Society
Dept. G
96 Library Street
Hudson, OH 44236-5122

NEXT MEETINGS

SPEAKER’S BIOGRAPHY
Randy Nye is a HGSG member and a
member of the German Family Society of Akron
who will speak on finding his German roots.

Saturday, January 16, 10:00 a.m.
Speaker: Randy Nye
“Finding my German Roots”

Nye is a lawyer and general counsel with
Nye Financial Group. They focus on cooperative
business development and wealth management.

Friday, February 5, Lock-in; Board Meeting
Come between 5p.m. and 6p.m.
Genealogy Tutoring
Signup in Archives

He received his Bachelor’s degree in Finance
from University of South Florida, his Law degree
from University of Akron School of Law, and his
Master’s degree with concentration in Taxation
from the University of Akron College of Business
Administration.

Friday, February 19, From 1-3 p.m.
Field Trip to Kent State,
Map Library
410 McGilvery Hall
Kent, OH
Signup in Archives
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