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Civil War Letters of
Charles Theon Reilly

Transcribed and submitted by Nancy Maurer 
[This is a continuation of the 

1861 letters published in our last 
issue.  All of the following letters 
were written in the year 1862. They 
are again presented as written with 
the exception of double-spacing at 
the end of sentences to facilitate 
reading. --Editor]

                                                                                       
Camp Elkwater [VA] Jan 18th 1862

Dear Mother  I am well at 
present  with the acceptions of a very 
bad Cold and hope when These few 
lines reaches you they will find you 
well and enjoying good health  Dear 
Mother, we are exspecting to be 
paid off the last  of this month or the 
first  of the next   we are to pay for 
our Clothes out of the money we get 
this time.  We get fifteen dollars and 
a half a month but  there is 2 ! kept 
back to pay for our clothing and if 
we draw any more than what  is 
Coming to us of Corse we will have 
them to pay for out  of our wages  
there is a settlement made every 
year for all these things  the last two 
pair of pants I got was not  worth the 
snap of my finger  I can wear a pair 
out in a week  I believe they are 
Drowned goods that has been laid 
away for years till they have got 
rotten  There is many an man that 
will make himself rich during the 
war  There where four hundred men 
out of our regt and three hundred 
out of the Seckond Va  the 
expedition was under the command 
Maj Webster of our Reg  we whent 
to a little town called Huntersville  
the County seat of Pocohontas 
County  There were eight hundred 

rebles stationed there  we made the 
attack on them in the afternoon  they 
would [not] show us any fight but 
fled like wild sheep  the cowardly 
dogs will not  fight only when they 
have four or five to our one  we 
made a Charge on the town  we tore 
down the reble flag off from the 
court  house and hoisted the stars and 
stripes  we stayed in the town all 
night  and in the morning we burnt 
the town

Down to the ground and 
destroid four hundred barrels of 
flour and a large quanity of beef and 
pork in pickle  we could not get 
there with our wagons or we would 
of hauled some of the flour away  
they had thee roads blockadeed so 
[we] came around to them along a 
brindle path  the boys got  swords 
and old flintlocks pistols such trash 
as that  I did not see fit to take  we 
are now at  Elkwater eight  miles 
from Huttonsville but direct your 
letters the as usual  So nothing more 
at  present But  good Night   C. T. 
Riley

Please to send me some Stamps 
those that [are not] on envelopes

Camp Elkwater.   Feb 8th/62
Dear Mother

I am well at present and hope 
when this letter reaches it  will find 
you the same  Mother you need not 
mind to setle that bill of Duffields or 
that Dutch cobbler until I return 
home.  We have not  received no pay 
yet.  It is hard to tell when the 
paymaster is a going to come around  
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Searching Millions of Books Without Visiting the Library
by Gwendolyn Mayer

The last thing a librarian would advocate would
be NOT using one’s library. After all, a portion of
taxpayer money goes toward upkeep of local
libraries, and not to take advantage of what one pays
for seems to me downright wasteful. However, it is
my belief that we as genealogists might from time to
time overlook the wonders that digitized books have
to offer.

Another one of my observations is that very little
in this world is original. That being the case, it is
possible you may find that you are not the first
family member to consider writing your family
history. Someone long before you might have beaten
you to the typewriter (or computer keyboard) and
documented one of your family lines, and you are
totally unaware. Since no one can know about every
book that may exist on a given subject or family
name, it might behoove you to do a little
investigating.

As part of your research, you may want to
quickly search WORLDCAT. Take a look at
www.worldcat.org or look at Hudson Library’s
reference page under "libraries" and select the
"worldcat" link. Worldcat is a comprehensive catalog
of all types of library materials (including books) in
many thousands of libraries. Not all libraries are
listed on worldcat, so it is not 100% inclusive, but it
certainly shines the light on many, many
publications.

Ancestry.com is one of the leading genealogical
databases available today. The personal membership
has over 27,000 family histories indexed. Many of
these are also available on the Ancestry Library
Edition. Either version will prompt one to use the
“Stories and Publications” tab to search for published
family histories. My suggestions when searching on
Ancestry include: use quotation marks to search an
exact phrase; start with a wide search looking for the
broadest possible information, and then narrow the
search to the more specific—that is, search “Smith”
first, then look for “Josiah Smith” in Ohio; finally,
remember that on Ancestry.com, one can use ? and *
as wildcard search mechanisms after three letters if
one does not know the complete or accurate name
spelling.

The granddaddy of all book-search databases is
Google Book Search, with over 7 million digital
books available free of charge!! Much has been
previously written about the copyright rules and
issues that have been overcome by Google in order
to offer digital books and their content online. I
cannot repeat these many discussions, but offer some
tips for searching them. First, look at
www.books.google.com and realize there is actually
more than just old family histories. Searching for
digital magazines is now offered, too. Then slide to
the bottom of this page and highlight the “about
Google book search” link. This will help you to
navigate to yet another page where great search
techniques are outlined with a variety of viewer

VOLUME 21, ISSUE 3! SEPTEMBER 2010

1

JUNE 2009
NEWSLETTER OF

Board of Directors
President John H. Franklin; Vice President Gwen Mayer; Secretary Betty Franklin;

Treasurer Richard Satava; Assistant Treasurer Nancy Brock
Trustees: Grace Lewis, Ted Minier, and Trudy Painting

Immediate Past President; Gwen Mayer, Archivist - Hudson Library; Ted M. Minier, Trustee - OGS
Honorary Board Members: Jean D. Allread; Seward Averill *; James F. Caccamo*; Willis I. Else; Connie S. Ferguson*;

J. Neil Henderson*; Elsie M. Thomas *deceased

Hudson Chapter, The Ohio Genealogical Society

Volume 20, Issue 2

ISSN 1529-6016

Searching Millions of Books Without Visiting the Library
by Gwendolyn Mayer

The last thing a librarian would advocate would
be NOT using one’s library. After all, a portion of
taxpayer money goes toward upkeep of local
libraries, and not to take advantage of what one pays
for seems to me downright wasteful. However, it is
my belief that we as genealogists might from time to
time overlook the wonders that digitized books have
to offer.

Another one of my observations is that very little
in this world is original. That being the case, it is
possible you may find that you are not the first
family member to consider writing your family
history. Someone long before you might have beaten
you to the typewriter (or computer keyboard) and
documented one of your family lines, and you are
totally unaware. Since no one can know about every
book that may exist on a given subject or family
name, it might behoove you to do a little
investigating.

As part of your research, you may want to
quickly search WORLDCAT. Take a look at
www.worldcat.org or look at Hudson Library’s
reference page under "libraries" and select the
"worldcat" link. Worldcat is a comprehensive catalog
of all types of library materials (including books) in
many thousands of libraries. Not all libraries are
listed on worldcat, so it is not 100% inclusive, but it
certainly shines the light on many, many
publications.

Ancestry.com is one of the leading genealogical
databases available today. The personal membership
has over 27,000 family histories indexed. Many of
these are also available on the Ancestry Library
Edition. Either version will prompt one to use the
“Stories and Publications” tab to search for published
family histories. My suggestions when searching on
Ancestry include: use quotation marks to search an
exact phrase; start with a wide search looking for the
broadest possible information, and then narrow the
search to the more specific—that is, search “Smith”
first, then look for “Josiah Smith” in Ohio; finally,
remember that on Ancestry.com, one can use ? and *
as wildcard search mechanisms after three letters if
one does not know the complete or accurate name
spelling.

The granddaddy of all book-search databases is
Google Book Search, with over 7 million digital
books available free of charge!! Much has been
previously written about the copyright rules and
issues that have been overcome by Google in order
to offer digital books and their content online. I
cannot repeat these many discussions, but offer some
tips for searching them. First, look at
www.books.google.com and realize there is actually
more than just old family histories. Searching for
digital magazines is now offered, too. Then slide to
the bottom of this page and highlight the “about
Google book search” link. This will help you to
navigate to yet another page where great search
techniques are outlined with a variety of viewer

1

JUNE 2009
NEWSLETTER OF

Board of Directors
President John H. Franklin; Vice President Gwen Mayer; Secretary Betty Franklin;

Treasurer Richard Satava; Assistant Treasurer Nancy Brock
Trustees: Grace Lewis, Ted Minier, and Trudy Painting

Immediate Past President; Gwen Mayer, Archivist - Hudson Library; Ted M. Minier, Trustee - OGS
Honorary Board Members: Jean D. Allread; Seward Averill *; James F. Caccamo*; Willis I. Else; Connie S. Ferguson*;

J. Neil Henderson*; Elsie M. Thomas *deceased

Hudson Chapter, The Ohio Genealogical Society

Volume 20, Issue 2

ISSN 1529-6016

Searching Millions of Books Without Visiting the Library
by Gwendolyn Mayer

The last thing a librarian would advocate would
be NOT using one’s library. After all, a portion of
taxpayer money goes toward upkeep of local
libraries, and not to take advantage of what one pays
for seems to me downright wasteful. However, it is
my belief that we as genealogists might from time to
time overlook the wonders that digitized books have
to offer.

Another one of my observations is that very little
in this world is original. That being the case, it is
possible you may find that you are not the first
family member to consider writing your family
history. Someone long before you might have beaten
you to the typewriter (or computer keyboard) and
documented one of your family lines, and you are
totally unaware. Since no one can know about every
book that may exist on a given subject or family
name, it might behoove you to do a little
investigating.

As part of your research, you may want to
quickly search WORLDCAT. Take a look at
www.worldcat.org or look at Hudson Library’s
reference page under "libraries" and select the
"worldcat" link. Worldcat is a comprehensive catalog
of all types of library materials (including books) in
many thousands of libraries. Not all libraries are
listed on worldcat, so it is not 100% inclusive, but it
certainly shines the light on many, many
publications.

Ancestry.com is one of the leading genealogical
databases available today. The personal membership
has over 27,000 family histories indexed. Many of
these are also available on the Ancestry Library
Edition. Either version will prompt one to use the
“Stories and Publications” tab to search for published
family histories. My suggestions when searching on
Ancestry include: use quotation marks to search an
exact phrase; start with a wide search looking for the
broadest possible information, and then narrow the
search to the more specific—that is, search “Smith”
first, then look for “Josiah Smith” in Ohio; finally,
remember that on Ancestry.com, one can use ? and *
as wildcard search mechanisms after three letters if
one does not know the complete or accurate name
spelling.

The granddaddy of all book-search databases is
Google Book Search, with over 7 million digital
books available free of charge!! Much has been
previously written about the copyright rules and
issues that have been overcome by Google in order
to offer digital books and their content online. I
cannot repeat these many discussions, but offer some
tips for searching them. First, look at
www.books.google.com and realize there is actually
more than just old family histories. Searching for
digital magazines is now offered, too. Then slide to
the bottom of this page and highlight the “about
Google book search” link. This will help you to
navigate to yet another page where great search
techniques are outlined with a variety of viewer



! 2!

perhaps he will not  come until 
spring.  As for the Brass buttons I 
no nothing about    please to let 
me know who that individual 
[was] that reported the tale.  I bet 
[my] life he or she will never 
whant  to see my form any more 
very soon.  I never gamble nor 
have I had a deck of cards in my 
hands since I have been in the 
service or never will  all is quiet 
here at the present Time  the 
rebles have left there Camp and 
whent  back as far as Monteray 
and blockadeed the roads for five 
miles  we can very soon cut  that 
out when we go to attact them  
there is some talk of us a leaving 
here and going to Romney  I 
suppose there is some other Regt 
agoing to take our place.

Nothing more at present  But 
remain your dutiful Son. 

C. T. Riley
Camp Beaverly [VA] March 

7th/62

Dear Mother  I take this 
present  opportunity to inform you 
that I am well and hope these few 
lines will find you the same  Dear 
Mother  we have been paid off 
for one month and that was taken 
to pay for our clothes  we had to 
draw them whether we want them 
or not  if we did not. We would 
be charged with them  there are 
some talk of us a getting a Dress 
Suit   the coats have a apletts on 
the Sholders  The Coats will cost 
$7. Or . 16.Dollars  I suppose the 
pants will cost 4. or 5. Dollars  
I.Will not take them if I can get 
out of it.  With out  paying for 
them  I don’t  see any use of that 
kind of a Suit  out  here in this 
wooden Country  the Capt says 
we are bound to take them  he 
says we are to weare them on a 
battalion Drill or on a Dress 
Parade.  There is a Rumer In 
Camp among the Soldiers of us 
agoing to Paduca in Ky.  So 
nothing more at Present  but 
remain Your Son   C. T. Riley

                                                                                                   
Camp Mullroy. Bev. Va.  March 
22sc /62

Dear Mother  I received your 
kind letter  I am well at  present 
and am sorry to hear of your 
illness.  Our Regt. Whent  through 
a general Inspection  we where 
Inspected by .Gen. Mullroy.  And 
a English Gen.  He came here to 
take part  in this rebellion  he is 
now a Gen. Inspector in our 
Army  he got  a Commision from 
Queen Victory for a Col. In the 
English army.  He told us we 
where the best drilled. Regt. In 
Western Va. And telegraphed to 
Gen. Rosecranes that the 25th 
was to well drilled to guard in 
western Va  Gen. Mullroy told 
our Col. That  his Regt. Should 
have the post of Honor  Mullroy 
is agoing to Kentucky  he was 
talking of taking our Regt. With 
him  Mother I will send you all 
the money I possibly can when I 
get payed off again  I think we 
will get  pay for two months but  it 
is hard to tell when the pay 
master will come again   

   So nothing more at  present 
But remain your Dutiful Son     
C. T. Riley

Co Va July 3 Strasburgh, 
Shanadoah

Dear Mother  I am still on the 
land of the living and enjoying 

good health at present.  Mother 
you [must] not  think hard of me 
for not wrighting sooner  I have 
not seen any wrighting paper for 
two months or more  we where 
ordered to leave knapsacks at 
Petersburgh  we would of starved 
to death I believe had it  not  been 
for what little money we had.  
The roads was so that  it  was 
impossible for teams to convey 
us Provision  the rivers had 
swollen so they could not Cross  
we got marching orders to go to 
Strasburg  when we where eight 
miles of the above place our 
advance attached Jacksons Rear 
guard.  We drove the rebles as far 
as the blue Ridge  we fought  the 
rebles at  Crosskeys  it  was on 
Sunday  when we made the 
attacke the principal part  of the 
fight  was Canonadeing  there 
where only two brigades of 
infantry egageed in the fight. 
That day.  One brigade was ours 
under Gen Mulroy and the was a 
German one under Gen Blenker  
our Brigade got  the praise of the 
day  we laid on the field of Battle 
all night.  And in the morning 
renew the attacke agin but the 
Birds had flown cross the river 
and burned the [Bridge] Behind 
them  we then fell back to 
Harrissonburgh  from thence to 
Strasburgh 

No more at present but 
remain yor Son

C. T. Riley
                                                                                    

Army of Virginia. Oct 22nd 1862

Dear Mother  I received your 
welcome letter of the 27th Sept 
and have not  got  any more since 
but I am expecting one every 
Mail  we still remain on the 
Manansses plains  how long we 
stay here I can not  account  for  
our Regt. Is in log huts which 
was once time occupied by 
Confederate Soldiers  there are 
enough log huts here for one 
hundred Regts.  In one place 
there is enough huts for three 
Regts.  And about one mile off 
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there are two or three more  in 
some places only enough huts for 
one Regt  there are also small 
forts and breast  works here.  
When Gen McLeland Marched on 
the rebles here they Retreated 
back to Bull run   after. Fortifying 
so strong at this place I think this 
war will never setle with powder 
and lead but with pen and paper 
also a little Ink  that is my Idea on 
the subject and a great  many 
others  we now get  a good supplie 
of Rations  the are Beans peas 
potatoes Rice Dried Apples and 
soft Bread  the bread is always a 
little sour  It don’t  sometimes 
operate wright on the stomach  I 
prefer the crackers the best   we 
have a real deal of picketing and 
Drilling to do at the present
Mother I sent you ten dollars In a 
letter by mail  let me know 
wether you received it or not  if 
you did I will send you some 
more immediately  I believe we 
will stay here this winter or at 
Georgtown D.C.  I am well at 
present  and hope these few [lines] 
will find you enjoying the same 
good blessings  so nothing more 
at  present  but yours with true 
affection             C. T. Riley

We Sing of Brave McLeland And 
glorius Gen. Scott 

There is a few who are as true 
That we remembered not

That is the Private Bold who not 
for the sake of Gold

Goes where the Bullets rattle
Who fight and die unnoticed lie

Upon the field of Battle

Army of the potomac Camp 
In the Pine Grove Dec. 25th/62

I take my pen In hand this 
Beaut i ful l Suny Chris tmas 
Mourning to know that  I am 
exceedingly well and hope when 
this Epistle arrives at hand it will 
find you engaging the same good 
blessing  Mother this day is the 

driest Christmas I ever witnessed 
but it can not be reformed  I 
found it my Duty to rally to the 
Emblem of my Country now in 
the act of being Dishonered by a 
few Traitors and Traitoess  not 
only that but by other nations  
you wanted to know what the Co. 
thought  of Gen Burnsides  I could 
not tell you for I never herd them 
express their opinion of him  It is 
rumered in Camp that our Corps 
is going back to Fairfax C.H. but 
it  is hard to say  perhaps we will 
be ordered to some other point  
Mother when I write to you I 
write to you only.  And no other.  
So nothing more but wish you a 
merry Christmas and A Happy 
New year  give my Respects and 
best  wishes to all the Folks  I send 
my love to you Mother

                                                                                                                                    
C. T. Riley
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For more info contact Gwen Mayer at 

(330) 653- 6658 Ext. 1017 or e-mail 

gwen.mayer@hudson.lib.oh.us 

or HLHS - More Information

The Hudson Library and 

Historical Society

presents

A Centennial Gala

In celebration of its 100th Birthday

Saturday
September 11, 2010 

6:00 o’clock pm

96 Library Street
Hudson, Ohio

President Nancy Brock and Treasurer Richard 
Satava present a check to Executive Director 
Leslie Polott in honor of the Hudson Library 
and Historical Society’s 100th Anniversary.

Attention Members! 
Please Share

As you do your research this 
year, it  would be helpful to 
other members if you could 
describe in a few sentences 
how you found an item.  This 
would enable others to try 
your method.  Just write it up 
and hand it  to one of the 
officers, who will see that  the 
editor gets it, to be included in 
a future issue of the Hudson 
Green.
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President’s Message

I hope your summer research 
was successful.  I personally visited 
o u t - o f - s t a t e l i b r a r i e s a n d 
courthouses and enjoyed my 
researching.

  
With Ancestry returning to 

television this fall, there is an 
upsurge of interest in delving into 
the past  to locate our forebears.  We 
encourage those of you new to 
genealogy to begin with our 
programs.  Some of our members 
will be glad to help you get started 
and try to answer your questions.

Are you eligible to join First 
Families of Hudson?  We urge you 
to ask our archivist, Gwen Mayer, 
about how to enroll.

We are looking forward to 
improving all our research skills 
with some new topics in this 
coming year.  Please check our web 
site for the calendar: http://
www.rootsweb.com/~ohhudogs/
hudson.htm 
  
Happy searching!    

Nancy Brock

Fort Wayne Field Trip
by Helen Soblosky

On May 22, 2010, Nancy Brock 
& I were the only two who made 
the advertised field trip to the Allen 
County Library in Fort  Wayne, 
Indiana to do genealogy research. 
For those of you who didn't  attend, 
you don't  know what you missed. 
Nancy and I spent two and a half 
days researching and could easily 
have spent another day or so. At 
that, we surely didn't tap into much 
of what the Library has available.

It  is a very nice facility. There is 
much open space to be able to 
navigate through and to do research 
in. Before the experience began, we 
watched a short  video that 
explained a little about how to find 
what you want  to research in the 
library. The librarians there were 
very knowledgeable about the 
library and very willing to help at 
any time. There were also aides 
within the library to assist with 
questions. Nancy found they have 
wonderful resources for anyone 
searching west  of the Mississippi. I 
went with a different research 
agenda, and was amazed to find 
much information on my paternal 
(Long) side of the family. Although 
that  wasn't my intended focus, 
there was too much information to 

pass up. Making copies was 
inexpensive, and one can copy 
most things. There were big tables 
to which we could take many 
books at one time. When finished 
with them, we just  placed them in a 
rack at  the end of the table for aides 
to put  away. Items could be left if 
the researcher were returning the 
next day.

Several fast food places are 
within walking distance, plus a cafe 
in the library. Nancy and I stayed at 
a Best  Western about eight  miles 
from the Library, and each day staff 
shuttled us to the Library. Every 
day the Best Western had a nice 
little breakfast  available, and other 
items we could use for lunch 
without  having to go out  twice 
during the day (peanut butter, jelly, 
fruit, etc). This also saved time. 
Nancy and I debated about staying 
through Sunday, but chose to return 
while the day was young and we 
were fresh to travel. A tremendous 
amount of information is available 
at  the Allen County Library, and 
after being there, Nancy and I 
would advise you not  to plan on 
just  one day if you plan to research 
there. The trip was very worth 
while, and both of us would like to 
return if the trip is made available 
again.
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Acquisitions to the Archives
By Gwendolyn Mayer, Archivist

Erin's Sons-Irish Arrivals in Atlantic Canada, 
 1751-1858- Volume III
A Beautiful Conversation-- a collection of short 
 biographical narratives spoken by some of 
 Hudson's respected citizens
Beauty in the Grove- Spring Grove Cemetery & 
 Arboretum
Pflueger Profiles - eclectic essays on the history of 
 Enterprise Manufacturing Company, makers    
 of Pflueger fishing tackle
Trumbull County, Ohio, death records, 1867-1908 and 
 other miscellaneous death records
Emigration from the United Kingdom to America - lists 
 of passengers arriving at U.S. ports   
 (Volume 1: January 1870-June 1870)
Emigration from the United Kingdom to America - lists 
 of passengers arriving at U.S. ports  (Volume 2: 
 July 1870-December 1870)
Chickasaw by Blood enrollment cards, 1898-1914
Merion in the Welsh tract- with sketches of the 
 townships of Haverford and Radnor.  Historical 
 and genealogical collections concerning the  Welsh 
barony in the province of Pennsylvania settled by the 
 Cymric Quakers in 1682
Ships from Ireland to early America- 1623-1850
The native tribes of old Ohio
Greene County, Ohio births prior to 1869
Nineteenth Century Tennessee Adoptions,  Legitimations, 
and Name Changes
Our Ancestors of Cuyahoga County, Ohio
Eastern Cherokee by blood,  
              from the U.S. Court of Claims 1906-1910 
 Cherokee-related records of Special 
 Commissioner Guion Miller
Lucas County, Ohio Index to Deaths- 1867-1908
Franklin County, Ohio adoptions- 1852-1901
Pioneers of French Canada and Detroit; they came, they 
 settled, they flourished - a complete 
 ancestry of Rosalie Chene, grandmother of Joseph 
 Charles Brown,  seventeenth, eighteenth, and 
 nineteenth centuries
Tribute to Windham - 1811-1986- A history of  Windham's 
 first one hundred and seventy-five years
The personal property tax lists for the year 1787 for 
 Frederick County, Virginia, (also for 
 Winchester Town)
Wanted! U.S. Criminal Records- sources & research 
 methodology
Glendale Cemetery Burial Records – (formerly Akron 
 Rural Cemetery)
Irish Immigrants in the Naturalization Records of 
 Cuyahoga County, Ohio 1820-1900
Bath Township Cemeteries, Summit County
 Norton Township Cemeteries
Ancestors and Descendents of Herman Hinsdale 
 1612-1920
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Ohio Birth, Death Data To Be 
More Accessible

Dayton, OH-A new searchable database of Ohio 
birth and death records will be available to the public 
in county offices by the end of the year, making it 
easier for genealogists and others to do research.

"The genealogists would be very happy with 
that," said Deanna Ulvestad, head archivist at  the 
Greene County Room, the local history room at the 
Greene County Library.  "They will love it."

The state twice raised fees for birth and death 
certificates in recent years to pay for the $13.9 
million database.  It  is already being used at the state 
level and people can order birth and death certificates 
from the state registrar.

But  county vital statistics offices are still using 
paper records or their own internal computerized 
records.  Ulvestad said that can mean slow going for 
people trying to do research.

The county will offer training and roll out the 
statewide database at the county level by the end of 
the year, said Judith Nagy, state registrar.

The state will help counties pay for the 
hardware necessary to make the database accessible 
to the public, said Kelly Friar, chief for the state's 
center of health and vital statistics.

Searching the index will be free, but people will 
continue to be charged for a certified copy of a birth 
or death record.  Those charges vary because some 
counties add their own fees.  Montgomery, Miami 
and Warren counties all charge $22 per certified 
record.  Greene County charges $24.  Ulvestad said 
there is growing interest in genealogical research.  "I 
can say that  I've noticed a younger and younger 
group of people coming in," Ulvestad said.  "They 
can use the Internet  at  their convenience, get a start 
on their family history and then make a trip (to the 
library.)"                   

                     ******
For further information contact Lynn Hulsey, 
Staff Writer for the Dayton Daily News at (937) 
225-7455 or lhulsey@DaytonDailyNews.com.
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Hudson Library & 
Historical Society 
Debuts Digitized 
House History 

Database

by Library staff members

If walls could talk, houses 
would have great  stories to tell. 
Dwellings can tell stories of past 
i n h a b i t a n t s — t h e i r l i v e s , 
character, and values. They can 
also reveal much about  the 
history of the individual, the 
town, and the time period that 
shaped their form and function. 
No more does a history of a town 
come alive than through the 
stories surrounding the houses 
and buildings of historic Hudson, 
Ohio. 

The Hudson L ib ra ry & 
Historical Society is pleased to 
announce the completion of a 
project nearly two years in the 
making: a database of digitized 
Hudson house and building 
images, accessible through the 
library’s website, 

www.hudsonlibrary.org

In 1950, Western Reserve 
Academy art teacher William 
M o o s a n d h i s s t u d e n t s 
photographed 585 structures in 
Hudson. The photographs were 
compiled into an album and 
donated to the Hudson Library & 
Historical Society. In 2009, the 
Hudson Library & Historical 
Society, in partnership with the 
“Summit  Memory Project” (an 
online scrapbook capturing the 
history of Summit  County 
administered by the Akron-
Summit  County Public Library), 
digitized the entire album and 
made it available online. 

Archivist  Gwendolyn Mayer, 
assisted by multiple volunteers, 

added descriptions to each of the 
585 house and structure records 
in the database. Every building 
entry chronicles the homes’ 
occupants, architectural details 
and modifications. The project as 
a whole communicates the rich 
history of this early northeast 
Ohio town. Multiple sources from 
the library’s archives were used to 
gather this information, including 
fire department and railroad 
shipping records, business diaries, 
obituaries and property tax 
records. 

R e s e a r c h e r s w i l l f i n d 
fascinating stories of Hudson’s 
past  and present  through notable 
citizens such as abolitionist  John 
Brown, John Gammeter “the 
father of the condom,” and  
Alonzo Church Sr., the developer 
of lambda calculus. Also revealed 
is tragedy (a propane company 
explosion in which six people 
perished), controversy and 
scandal (adultery, theft, murder), 
the triumphant  (a story about 
Hudson aiding a small town 
devastated by World War II 
b o m b i n g a n d s u b s e q u e n t 
flooding, and the just-plain-
absurd (an aeronaut landing in the 
Green and a buffalo spotted on 
the street). 

   The digital database, available 
at http://www.hudsonlibrary.org 
a s w e l l a s h t t p : / /
www.summitmemory.org, is 
keyword searchable. 
For a nominal fee, 
researchers can order 
reproductions of the 
photographic images 
f e a t u r e d i n t h e 
p r o j e c t . F u r t h e r 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
r e g a r d i n g 
r e p r o d u c t i o n i s 
ava i l ab le on the 
S u m m i t M e m o r y 
web page. For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
regarding this digital 
p r o j e c t , p l e a s e 

contact  Gwendolyn Mayer, 
a rch iv i s t  a t  330-653-6658 
extension 1017 or via email at 
historical.society@hudson.lib.oh.
us.  

A Sample of the 
Digitized Database

The distinctive Whedon Farwell 
home is one of Hudson's oldest and 
finest homes.  It was built in 1826-27 
for Deacon Benjamin Whedon 
( 1 7 7 9 - 1 8 3 3 ) , w h o w a s 
e x c o m m u n i c a t e d f r o m t h e 
Congregational Church for hosting a 
dance in the home in 1830. The 
Tuscan tower is an added feature. 
The interior features elaborate 
plasterwork and unusual walnut and 
cherry woodwork. The house was 
built facing directly west according 
to the points of a compass.  Charles 
Farwell (1821-1904) took possession 
in 1850. Six generations of the 
Farwells occupied the structure. 
Farwell,  like others in Hudson, sent 
two sons to the Civil War. Arba P. 
Farwell (1849-1880) served as a 
musician, while his brother Henry 
(1846-1925) served as a minister; 
both returned home after the war. 
Later the home was used as a day 
care center as well as a Christian 
Science Society meeting place. 
Today it is again a residence.
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HUDSON GENEALOGICAL STUDY GROUP
Membership Information for 2010-2011

(Please Print)
Name: __________________________________________________ Maiden Name:______________________ 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
City:_____________________________ State: _________________ Zip (+4 if known): ____________-______ 
Current Email address:____________________________________Telephone: (______) ______-___________ 
Genealogy Software used:_____________________________________________________________________ 
Surnames you are researching:_________________________________________________________________ 
Geographic area of interest:__________________________________________________________________________
New member _____! Couple membership _____!Renewing member _____! OGS member _____ 
Programs you would like to hear in the future:___________________________________________________

The membership year runs from September 1 to August 31 the following year. Please complete and include 
this form with your check to insure accurate information for our membership booklet. HGSG dues are $15 
per year (or any portion of the year) for both couples and individuals.

Send this form and your check to:
Hudson Genealogical Study Group 

96 Library Street 
Hudson, Ohio 44236-5122

You may include an optional contribution for the new OGS  Library if desired _________.

Grand Opening of New OGS Library
595 State Route 97 West

 Bellville, Ohio

The Ohio Genealogical Society had the grand opening of its new 19,000 square foot library on the hot  Friday 
morning of July 23, 2010, in Bellville, Ohio.  OGS President Sunda Anderson Peters, master of ceremonies, 
opened the program with Jean Barnes and Eric Johnson raising the American Flag.  Many of the members and 
benefactors were present  to participate in the ribbon cutting. The main contributor, Sam Isaly, was present  with his 
family and held a special pair of scissors to cut  the ribbon for the opening ceremony at the Samuel D. Isaly Library 
in memory of his grandfather, who lived in the area.   After the ribbon cutting ceremony Tom Neel, Library 
Director, gave  thanks to all who attended.  There were Klondike Bars for all.  What a welcome surprise!

 Everyone walked through the doors to tour the new building, and behind the scenes, research began. 

 HGSG members who attended the two days of festivities were Ted Minier, Grace Lewis, and John and 
Betty Franklin.  
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Hudson Genealogical Study Group
Hudson Library & Historical Society
Dept. G
96 Library Street
Hudson, OH 44236-5122

Next MeetingsAnnual Meeting

On June 6, at 9:30 a.m., our speaker for the
Annual Meeting of HGSG will be Roger Marble.
His topic: "E-Bay for Genealogists." Roger needs
no introduction; he has brought us a number of
excellent messages and is always a delight to hear.
We hope you plan to attend.

We urge your attendance at our Annual
Meeting at 9:30 a.m. on June 6th at the Hudson
Library. We have several important issues to discuss
and plan for next year. Please share your ideas with
us for programs and speakers. If you do any
genealogy research this summer, please share your
experiences with us by writing an article for the fall
issue of The Green.

Archivist Gwen Mayer is already working on
events and programs for the Centennial Anniversary
celebration of the Hudson Library and Historical
Society.

 

NEXT MEETINGS NEXT GENERAL MEETING

August 28- 10:00 a.m.           Beginners' Class

September  11-10:00 a.m.      Secondary Sources
                   17- 9:00 a.m.       Field Trip to 
           Pittsburgh, PA
                                               (Sign-up required)

October  2- 10:00 a.m.           Computer Lab
               8-  6:00 p.m.            HGSG Lock-in

November 6- 9:00 a.m.          Latter Day Saints 
           Library Intro
                 13-9:00 a.m.          Field Trip to LDS 
           Library,Tallmadge

     The speaker for our opening meeting of the 
season will be Archivist Gwen Mayer. Who better 
to know what information is locally available for 
beginning genealogists? We hope many of you 
will be able to attend. Gwendolyn Mayer will 
present "Introduction to Genealogy and 
Genealogical Resources at  the Hudson Library." 
Gwen has many tips to share. 

     The meeting is free and open to the public.  
For those who wish to join the group, annual dues 
of $15 will be accepted at this session. There is 
always something to be learned even for 
seasoned researchers.


