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MEDICAL FAMILY HISTORIES 
By Elsie Thomas

For those of you who 
were unable to attend our 
February 13 session, Susan 
Woods, a Genetic Counselor at 
Akron Children's Hospital, 
gave an excellent talk on the 
importance of keeping a 
medical history of your family.  
She offered forms to be used 
for this purpose, although they 
are not essential.  Anyone can 
attempt to learn and record 
what each family member 
suffered from while living, and 
cause of death.

 The medical family tree 
is a tool to gather information, 
an easy way to uncover 
"patterns" of health conditions, 
birth defects, etc., so that  your 
doctor can determine risks 
inherent in your family  and 
decide what, if anything, 
should be done about it.

 Include in your medical 
family tree your aunts, uncles, 
cousins, and both maternal and 
paternal grandparents.  Include 
miscarriages and children who 
died at a very young age.  Try 
to obtain health records, birth 

certificates, death records, 
school papers or military 
records.

 L i s t n a m e a n d 
relationship  to you, including 
maiden name.  Note if the 
person is a blood relative—not 
a half-brother or adopted 
sibling— ethnicity, race and 
occupation, date, age and 
cause of death. Finding out if a 
family member died of an 
illness or died at an unusually 
young age from a certain 
illness is among the most 
important medical information 
you can collect.  

 One book title offered: 
How Healthy is Your Family 
Tree, by Carol Krause. It  can 
give you much more help than 
this brief summary.  Others are 
available at libraries and 
bookstores.         
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Searching Millions of Books Without Visiting the Library
by Gwendolyn Mayer

The last thing a librarian would advocate would
be NOT using one’s library. After all, a portion of
taxpayer money goes toward upkeep of local
libraries, and not to take advantage of what one pays
for seems to me downright wasteful. However, it is
my belief that we as genealogists might from time to
time overlook the wonders that digitized books have
to offer.

Another one of my observations is that very little
in this world is original. That being the case, it is
possible you may find that you are not the first
family member to consider writing your family
history. Someone long before you might have beaten
you to the typewriter (or computer keyboard) and
documented one of your family lines, and you are
totally unaware. Since no one can know about every
book that may exist on a given subject or family
name, it might behoove you to do a little
investigating.

As part of your research, you may want to
quickly search WORLDCAT. Take a look at
www.worldcat.org or look at Hudson Library’s
reference page under "libraries" and select the
"worldcat" link. Worldcat is a comprehensive catalog
of all types of library materials (including books) in
many thousands of libraries. Not all libraries are
listed on worldcat, so it is not 100% inclusive, but it
certainly shines the light on many, many
publications.

Ancestry.com is one of the leading genealogical
databases available today. The personal membership
has over 27,000 family histories indexed. Many of
these are also available on the Ancestry Library
Edition. Either version will prompt one to use the
“Stories and Publications” tab to search for published
family histories. My suggestions when searching on
Ancestry include: use quotation marks to search an
exact phrase; start with a wide search looking for the
broadest possible information, and then narrow the
search to the more specific—that is, search “Smith”
first, then look for “Josiah Smith” in Ohio; finally,
remember that on Ancestry.com, one can use ? and *
as wildcard search mechanisms after three letters if
one does not know the complete or accurate name
spelling.

The granddaddy of all book-search databases is
Google Book Search, with over 7 million digital
books available free of charge!! Much has been
previously written about the copyright rules and
issues that have been overcome by Google in order
to offer digital books and their content online. I
cannot repeat these many discussions, but offer some
tips for searching them. First, look at
www.books.google.com and realize there is actually
more than just old family histories. Searching for
digital magazines is now offered, too. Then slide to
the bottom of this page and highlight the “about
Google book search” link. This will help you to
navigate to yet another page where great search
techniques are outlined with a variety of viewer
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President's 
Message

  

  

	
 These past few weeks have 
reminded us that we still live in 
northeast Ohio, with all the snow 
and cold.  I have assumed the 
duties of our President, Nancy 
Brock, who is frolicking in 
sunny Florida.  So until she 
returns, you are stuck with me.

  You have probably noticed 
some changes in the program 
schedule as it appears in our 
Membership  Booklet.  These 
have been necessary because of 
unforeseen changes in certain 
speakers' schedules.  Your Board 
has provided speakers to replace 
those who were unable to 
commit to their original dates. 
We will keep you informed if 
any other changes are necessary.

  On Friday, March 5, we will 
have a lock-in at the Library.  
The Library closes at 1 p.m., but 
we will man the front doors from 
5 to 5:30 to admit HGSG 
Members with their Potluck 
offerings.  It will be a fine time 
both to socialize during dinner 
and to get  caught up on your 

research.  Sign-up sheets are in 
the Archives. I suggest you write 
down what you plan to look for 
so you stay  on track.  The 
research time goes by quickly.

  Another occasion to research 
will be Saturday, March 13, 
when we will car-pool to the 
Akron Library.  This is an 
opportunity to use their great 
resources. They have much 
information on Summit County 
including vital records and an 
Obituary  Index from the Beacon 
Journal, and much material 
beyond Ohio. You will also need 
to sign up for this trip.

   One other research opportunity 
to keep in mind is the Field Trip 
to the Allen County  Library  in 
Fort Wayne, IN scheduled for 
May 20-22.  We will notify  you 
of final arrangements.  Taking 
advantage of all the chances to 
research should move your 
family history  well along.  Just 
remember to mark your calendar.

Jack Bowers, 
Vice-‐President

   

The HGSG Treasurer's 
Report

Acting Treasurer Jack Bowers 
reports a balance of $1,000.88 in 
the bank account which reflects 
publication sales.  Your dues are 
used for speaker fees and to mail 
our newsletter to members 
without computers.  

TV GENEALOGY 
PROGRAM

 At 8:00 p.m. on March 5, 
a television series on tracing 
ancestors will begin, based on a 
hugely  popular series aired by 
the BBC in Great Britain. It is 
called "Who Do You Think You 
Are?" and will run every Friday 
night on NBC.  The notice does 
not indicate for how long. Pat 
Oxley, President, Federation of 
Genealogical Societies said,  
“this will do for genealogy what 
Roots did for it in the late 
1970s." Unfortunately, this is the 
evening of our Lock-in at the 
Library. Maybe we can have the 
best of both worlds and see it in 
the Library.

NEW FAMILY SEARCH

 I had been hea r ing 
references to a new program for 
genealogy research that the LDS 
Church has been working on for 
years.  At long last  I heard that  it 
had been released, but I got a 
surprise when I talked with 
someone at the Tallmadge 
Branch Library  to ask when we 
would be getting it.  To my 
astonishment, she said it is for 
the exclusive use of Church 
members. They  have shared so 
much with the public that I came 
to expect  it would be for all of 
us. Now you, too are informed.
  [Editor]
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Toilet Paper Metaphor for the Elapse of Time 
Since the Big Bang

Each sheet of 1000 sheet roll equals 1000 years.
One roll equals 1 Million Years

Age of universe! ! ! 14 billion years! ! 14 million rolls
Age of earth! ! ! ! 4.5 billion years! ! 4.5 million rolls
Single-celled organisms! ! 550 million years! ! 550,000 rolls
Plants on land! ! ! 400 million years! ! 400,000 rolls
Dinosaurs! ! ! ! 230-65 million years!  ! 230,000-65,000 rolls
Hominids! ! ! ! 3-4 million! ! ! 3-4 rolls
Homo sapiens! ! ! 195,000 years! ! 195 sheets
Recorded history ! ! ! 10,000 years!! ! 10 sheets
Moses!! ! ! ! 4,000 years! ! ! 4 sheets
David, Homer! ! ! 3,000 years! ! ! 3 sheets
Christ, Caesar! ! ! 2,000 year! ! ! 2 sheets
William the Conqueror! ! 1,000 years! ! ! 1 sheet
Copernicus, Galileo!! !    500 years! ! ! ½ sheet
Darwin! ! ! !    150 years! ! ! 1/6 sheet
Einstein, Bohr et al!   !  !   100 years! ! ! 1/10 sheet

  Next time you hear someone say they have traced their  genealogy back to Adam and Eve, show them this.  
It was given to me by Carol Donley, Ph.D., who is a Professor at Hiram College.  It was developed by Hiram’s 
Prof. of Biology Bill Laughner, Ph.D. as a teaching tool.
                 [E.M.Thomas]

SNOWBOUND!

 Our member Will Else presented what those attending 

reported as an excellent program on Agricultural Censuses on 

Saturday, February 6th to HGSG, but only four people were 

able to hear it.  The rest of us couldn't get out of our 

driveways.  We're hoping Will is able to repeat his talk in 

gentler weather. We will inform members in advance if he can 

schedule it.
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MY VISIT TO 
PEAR TREE COTTAGE
NEATH ABBY, GLAMORGAN, WALES
 by John H. Franklin, Jr.

HUDSON GREEN  	
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2.    Great Grandfather John Henry Rees with 
his father John Rees (seated) and John 
Henry’s sister Jennie Rees in front of Pear 
Tree Cottage about 1905, when he returned 
to Wales to visit his father.

1.    This is a photograph of where my Great-Grandfather John 
Henry Rees was born on 8 july1866, at PearTree Cottage, 
Neath Abby, Glamorgan, Wales.   This photo of Pear Tree 
Cottage was taken before 1883, which my Great Grandfather 
John Henry Rees brought with him folded up in his wallet 
when he came to America in 1883.  The photo was passed 
down to my Grandmother Florence Reese Franklin who 
placed it in a picture frame, and later to my father John 
Howard Franklin, Sr., and then to me.

3.    In the summer of 1966, my 
family took a trip to Europe and 
visited the Pear Tree Cottage.
From left to right my sister Susan 
H. Franklin, then a daughter of 
John Rees, and seated is her 
husband, “The Butcher.”  When we 
first arrived, he thought that I was a 
tax collector (in a suit and tie) and 
was ready to chase me away.  He 
finally understood who I was.

4.     My father in front of Pear Tree 
Cottage in the summer of 1966 when my 
family visited the area.

5.    In April of 2002, Betty 
and I travelled to England. We 
looked for Pear Tree Cottage, 
but found that it had been 
demolished. The old couple 
(in #3) had died, the house 
had deteriorated, and the 
retaining wall behind the 
house had  collapsed with the 
roadway falling into the 
house. The school next door 
was expanding, so the school 
purchased the property and 
turned it into a playground 
(shown below).

6.     April 2002 -  In front of the school 
playground where Pear Tree Cottage once stood.   
Beside me is a local fellow who showed Betty 
and me around.
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WE REMEMBER WITH AFFECTION AND 
ESTEEM OUR FOUNDING MEMBERS

Seward and Mary Averill
James Caccamo
Connie Ferguson
J. Neil Henderson

 all of whom did so much for Hudson 
Genealogical Study Group.

Acquisitions to the Archives
Gwendolyn Mayer

   The Settlers of Loverly & Miller County, 
Arkansas Territory 1820-1830
   Noble Families of Portugal-Abreu
   List of Freemen of Mass. 1630-1691
   Blacksnake’s Path-The True Adventurers of 
William Wells
   The Portuguese Making of America
   The Hocking Valley Railroad
   Early Settlers of Southern Maryland
Vols. 6, 9, 10
   On Her Majesty’s Service –Royal Honours & 
Recognition in Canada
   Peoples of the River Valleys-The Odyssey of 
the Delaware Indians
   Orderly Books of the Three Battalions of 
Loyalists
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HUDSON GENEALOGICAL STUDY GROUP
Membership Information for 2009-2010

(Please Print)
Name: __________________________________________________ Maiden Name:______________________ 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
City:_____________________________ State: _________________ Zip (+4 if known): ____________-______ 
Current Email address:____________________________________Telephone: (______) ______-___________ 
Genealogy Software utilized:___________________________________________________________________ 
Surnames you are researching:_________________________________________________________________ 
Geographic area of interest:__________________________________________________________________________
New member _____	
 Couple membership _____	
Renewing member _____	
 OGS member _____ Programs 
you would like to hear in the future:___________________________________________________

The membership year runs from September 1 to August 31 the following year. Renewing members please 
complete and include this form yearly with your check to insure accurate information for our membership 
booklet. HGSG dues are $15 per year (or any portion of the year) for both couples and individuals.

Send this form and your check for payment to:
Hudson Genealogical Study Group 

96 Library Street 
Hudson, Ohio 44236-5122

NAME	 	 	 	 Issue No.
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Hudson Genealogical Study Group Publications
#1  The 1860 Mortality Schedule for Summit County, Ohio. Complete listing of Summit County, Ohio residents listed in the Federal Mortality Schedule 
conducted in June, 1860. 4 pp. $5.50.

#2  Doncaster Funeral Home, Hudson, Ohio: December 31, 1903-April 7, 1910. Includes all information from Book 1 of the Doncaster Funeral Home Records. 
23 pp. $9.00.

#3  Hudson, Ohio Deaths: 1868-1908. Alphabetical listing of deaths in Hudson, Summit County, Ohio from 1868 through 1908 extracted from the microfilm of 
the Index to Probate Records of Wills, Deaths, and Births on file at the Hudson Library and Historical Society. It includes those listed as having died in Hudson, 
been born in Hudson and died in Ohio, and those with no indication of place of death as well as deaths at the Summit County Infirmary. 25 pp. $9.50.

#4  St. Mary's Cemetery, Hudson (Summit County) Ohio--1858 through 14 May 1988. Information from Sexton's Records and a lot-by-lot survey, with surname 
index. 26 pp. $9.50.

#5. Illustrated Summit County, Ohio Atlas, 1891. Centennial anniversary reprint with an every name index of this classic illustrated atlas. Oversized, over 200 pp. 
$90.00 plus $4.50 postage and handling. Fewer than 10 copies remain of this limited edition. Copies of individual pages also available at $5.00 per page. State 
page(s) desired.

#6  Index to Historical Reminiscences of Summit County by Gen. Lucius V. Bierce, 1854. An every-name index to Summit County's first county history compiled 
by Connie S. Ferguson. 5 pp. $5.50.

#7. Reprint of William B. Doyle's Centennial History of Summit County, Ohio and Representative Citizens, 1908, with a complete, new index compiled by James 
and Briana Caccamo. 1,186 pp. $68.50 plus $5.00 postage and handling.

#8  Transcription and Index of 1920 Federal Population Census, Summit County, Ohio for Hudson Village and Hudson Township compiled by members of 
HGSG. 88 pp. $17.50.

#9  Inscriptions and Index to Markillie Cemetery, Hudson, Ohio (Summit County) compiled by members of HGSG. 84 pp. plus maps. $17.50. 

#10  Inscriptions and Index to Locust Grove Cemetery, Twinsburg, Ohio compiled by Jeffrey Alan Mills. 68 pp. $17.50.

#11  Inscriptions and Index to Maplelawn Cemetery, Stow, Ohio (Summit County) compiled by members of HGSG $17.50 

#12 Index to Illustrated Summit County, Ohio Atlas, 1891. Compiled by Connie S. Ferguson, CGRS, 50 pp. $10.50

#13  Index to “Doyle’s” 1908 Centennial History of Summit County, Ohio and Representative Citizens, compiled by James and Briana Caccamo. 71 pp. $14.50.

#14  1870 Portage County, Ohio Federal Population Census; An Every Name Index. Compiled by members of HGSG, 282 pp. $39.50

#15  Index to Olin’s Akron and Environs. Edited and compiled by James F. Caccamo, 40 pp. $15.00

#16  Inscriptions and Index to Stow Cemetery, Stow, Ohio (Summit County) compiled by members of HGSG, $32.00

#17  Doncaster Funeral Home, Hudson, Ohio: April 8, 1910 - March 22, 1922. Includes all information from Book 2 of the Doncaster Funeral Home Records. 
Compiled by Gwendolyn E. Mayer. 47 pp. includes index. $15.50

#18  Information About People Who Served in W.W. II from Hudson, Ohio (Summit County). Compiled by Jennifer Rummel. Extractions of military and 
genealogical information submitted to the Hudson Library & Historical Society. 155 pp. includes index. $24.50

#19  Inscriptions and Index to Fairview Cemetery, Boston Heights, Ohio (Summit County) compiled by members of HGSG, 64 pp includes index. $15.50 #20 

#20  Index to the 1900 Federal Population Census of Summit County, Ohio; A Head of Household Index. Compiled by members of HGSG, 209 pp. $29.50 

#21  Index to Portrait and Biographical Record of Portage and Summit Counties, Compiled by members of HGSG, 69 pp $17.50

#22 Mayors’ Court Records of Hudson, Summit County Ohio, Compiled by members of HGSG, 18pp $9.50 

#23 Index to Summit County, Ohio Grantee./Grantor Land Records 1795-1850 Compiled by members of HGSG, 368 pp $32.00

All publications are postpaid. Ohio residents should add sales tax for all publications. 
Please enclose payment with your order payable to Hudson Genealogical Study Group.	


PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM
Please enter my order for the following publication(s): 

No. of Copies	
      Number and Name of Publication	
                                                                                          Price	
                    Total

____________  _________________________________________________________________________ $_____________ $___________ 

____________  _________________________________________________________________________  ___________  _____________

Name: __________________________________________________________	
 	
                           Ohio Sales Tax    ____________

Address: ________________________________________________________ Postage & Handling& Handling for #5 & #7____________

_______________________________________________________________________ 	
 	
 	
 Total Order    $____________
Mail this with your check to:

Hudson Genealogical Study Group, Hudson Library & Historical Society, Dept. G, 
96 Library Street, Hudson, OH 44236-2947
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Hudson Genealogical Study Group
Hudson Library & Historical Society
Dept. G
96 Library Street
Hudson, OH 44236-5122

Next MeetingsAnnual Meeting

On June 6, at 9:30 a.m., our speaker for the
Annual Meeting of HGSG will be Roger Marble.
His topic: "E-Bay for Genealogists." Roger needs
no introduction; he has brought us a number of
excellent messages and is always a delight to hear.
We hope you plan to attend.

We urge your attendance at our Annual
Meeting at 9:30 a.m. on June 6th at the Hudson
Library. We have several important issues to discuss
and plan for next year. Please share your ideas with
us for programs and speakers. If you do any
genealogy research this summer, please share your
experiences with us by writing an article for the fall
issue of The Green.

Archivist Gwen Mayer is already working on
events and programs for the Centennial Anniversary
celebration of the Hudson Library and Historical
Society.

March  5- 5 p.m.     Lock-in at Library
Potluck

March 13-10 a.m.    Field Trip
Akron Library

April    3-10 a.m. Brick Walls-Member 
Assistance

April   17-10 a.m. Female Ancestors
 Mary Hughes

The Quarterly Meeting this 
month will take the form of the Lock-
in at the Library.  We hope many 
members will attend this pleasant and 
sometimes profitable event.
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