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(Gebring. Following Father Quigley as priests, were
Rev. Fathers O’Brien, Kuhbler, Zampiel and Fide-
lius—the latter of whom is the present incumbent,
and holds services once a fortnight. The average at-
tendance numbers seventeen families.

SCHOOLS.

The first school taught in Greenbrier was conducted
by Samuel Freeman, in his own house, during the
winter of 1825. There Mr. Freeman taunght his own
children—of whom there were not a few—and those
of snch settlers as deemed book education one of the
necessities of life. Parma’s first school teacher was a
well-educated man for those days, and he so trained
his children that after him three of them, Samuel, Jr.,
Lawrence and Lyndon also became school teachers.

The first school district in the township was set off
in May, 1826. In this district was Benajah Fay, Sam-
nel Freeman, Thomas Adams, John Hodgman, Amos
Hodgman, Joseph Small, Peter Countryman, Asa Em-
erson, Jesse Nichols and Peletiah Bliss. _

The second school district was set off in December,
1826, in the northeast part of the township. At the
same time the southeast corner of the township was
made a portion of the fourth school district of Brecks-
ville, and contained Benjamin and Asher Norton and

Nelson Scovill. In 1879 Parma was divided into
nine school districts, in which the number of school

children, between the ages of six and sixteen, was
three hnndred and ninety. Theamount appropriated
for school purposes in that year was $2,000.

POST OFFICE.

Samuel Freeman was Parma’s first postmaster; af-
ter him the office was held successively by William
Humphrey, Oliver Emerson and Harry Humpbrey.
Oliver Emerson was then appointed to a second term,
and has been the incumbent ever since.
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RooKPORT, one of the northern townships of Cuny-
“ahoga county, is number seven in range fourteen, in

* The early expeditions through Rockport and the wreck of Brad-

street’s expedition in that township are narrated in the forepart of the
general history of the county.

the survey of the Western Reserve, and lies upon the
sonthern shore of Lake Erie. It contains twenty-one
full sections of a mile square each, and four fractional
sections, the size of which is reduced by the lake.
The township is bonnded on the north by Lake Erie;
on the south by Middleburg township; on the east by
Brooklyn, and on the west by Dover.

The surface of the country is level and the soil is
generally productive, especially along the lake shore,
where a rich froit belt contributes largely to the
wealth and prosperity of the township. - South of that
belt, frnit is also considerably cultivated bt general
farming is more largely followed, and with very
profitable resnlts. As a rule, the farmers are intelli-
gent, thrifty and prosperous, their well cultivated and
well appointed farms showing their success in life;
while their handsome dwellings—which in very many

. cases might properly be called elegant—testify to the

taste as well as the prosperity of the owners.

Detroit street, as the extension of that street into
Rockport is commonly called, follows the lake shore
from the township line to Rocky river, an avenue of
more than ordinary pretensions, and is also a drive
much frequented by the citizens of Cleveland. Bor-
dering it on either side are numerous handsome and
costly subnrban residences, set in the midst of taste-
fully kept grounds, and presenting on a summer day
in connection with the smiling fields, the numerous
patches of woodland and the hroad expanse of the
lake, a scene of beanty seldom snrpassed.

Rocky river, a rugged but shallow stream, flows
throngh Rockport from the southern line near the
southwestern corner in an exceedingly erooked conrse
to the lake, passing nearly the whole distance between
high and abrupt embankments, which at the river’s
mouth are handsomely wooded, and present a very
picturesque appearance. Here also, in summer, peo-
ple from Cleveland daily resort in large numbers,
to enjoy the beauties of nature and to rejoice in the
invigorating breezes which are wafted landward over

-the billowy bosom of Lake Erie.

EARLY SETTLEMENT,

The first white person to settle in the township of
Rockport (so goes an old record by Henry Alger, him-
self a settler in Rockport in 1812) was John Harbert-
son (or Harberson), an Irish refugee, who, with his
family, located in the spring of 1809 upon the east
side of Rocky river near its mouth. In the same
year, and about the same time, Wm. McConley, who
came over from Ireland with Harbertson, settled in
Rockport npon a place now known as Van Scoter
bottom. Neither Harbertson nor McConley tarried
long in their new homes, whence they removed about
1810; Harbertson going to Huron county, where he
resided until his death-

In 1808, Philo Taylor, who had moved from New
York to Cleveland in 1806, agreed with Harmon Can-
field and Elisha Whittlesey, as agents and owners of
land in what is now Rockport, to locate in that town-



