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lar featnres which have ever since made it acceptable
to the people of the State. '

Immediately after the adjonrnment of the conven-
tion, in the spring of 1851, when he had just retnrned
to his neglected practice, and withont any previons
knowledge on his part that a vacancy existed, he
learned of his election, by the legislature then in ses-
sion, as a judge of the snpreme court of the State, at
the same joint session at which his old preceptor and
partuner was first elected to the United States Senate.

The new constitntion being afterwards adopted by
the people, he was elected to the same position, in the
fall of- the same year, by a majority of over forty
thounsand votes, and continued to discharge its duties,
both in the district and supreme courts, until shortly
before the expiration of his term, in the winter of
1856, when he resigned. He soon after associated
himseif with F. T. Backus and C. W. Noble in the
practice of law in Cleveland, and about the same time
was appointed, by the President, United States attor-
ney for this district; but as the appointment, which hiad
heen wholly nnsolicited, proved to be too much in the
way of his more important civil business and not
suited to his tastes, he resigned it a few months after-
ward.

Nothing further occurred to interfere with the
large and increasing business of his firm nntil 1859,
when the State convention of his party nnanimously
and very unexpectedly placed him 1n nomination
for governor. The canvass was a very spirited one,
and was attended with the unusual feature of a joint
discussion between him and his competitor at many
of the important points in the State; bul the Re-
publican party retained its ascendancy, and he- was
defeated.

On the breaking out of the civil war, which he
did everything in his power to avert, he became sat-
isfied that arms must settle the conflict, and that the
preservation of the Union depended upon making it
as short and decisive as possible; and to this end, in
the spring of 1862, he readily accepted the invitation of
Governor Tod, and, in connection with Hon. Thomas
Ewing and Samuel Galloway, addressed the people at
several points in the middle and southern portions of
the State, to encourage enlistments.

In the same year he and his partner, Mr. Backus,
were nominated as opposing candidates for the supreme
bench. Not desiring the place, and having a very
high opinion of the qualifications of Mr. Backus
for it, he declined the nomination, but his party
not acquiescing his name was kept npon the ticket,
and in the fall he found himself again elected to
the position. He took his seat and remained two
years, when, convinced that dnty to his family re-
quired it, he very reluctantly resigned, resolved to
devote himself exclusively to his profession, to which
resolution he has steadily adhered; holding no pub-
lic position in the time, except that of president of
the State board of Centennial managers, for the Phil-
adelphia exposition. The resnlt has been that, in
addition to his large practice in the courts of his own
State, his engagements in important cases have ex-
tended info several other States, and into all the
courts, State and Federal, where such cases are dis-
posed of; and, while he is very far from having
amassced a fortune, he has so far succeeded, without
ever embarking in any speculation, and from the
avails of his labor alone, as to have acquired a compe-
tency, which with his disregard of all show, and his
economical habits, places him in a position of com-
plete independence.

Of one so well known as he is, but little need be

-added. That he has discharged the duties of every

position in which he has been placed with distin-
guished ability and striet integrity, no one that has
ever known him well will deny. As an advocate and
jurist he has had very few if any superiors among his
contemporaries, while his recorded judiciul opinions
upon many great questions that arose during his ser-
vice npon the bench are conceded to be models of
clearness, learning and force, and especially distin-
guished for the broad and coinprehensive principles
upon which his reasoning is generally founded. In
the very best sense of ;the words, he is a speci-
men of a self-made man; and his history furnishes
additional evidence that integrity of purpose, when
coupled with perseverance and assiduous labor, will
overcome all the difficulties which may beset the path
of the young American, and enable him to fully fif
himself for honorable and useful positions in society.



