
Hutt Valley Branch of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists

News & Views         
    September 2015    Issue 337

Evening Meeting: 7.30pm 2nd Thursday, February to DecemberDay Meeting: 10.00am 3rd Thursday, February to NovemberVenue: Petone Community Centre, 7-11 Britannia StreetPostal Address: PO Box 31-024, Lower Hutt 5040Website: www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz     Convenor: Anita West Secretary: Anne Martin HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz   Editor: Helene Philpott bhdk.philpott@gmail.com
Evening Meeting: Doors open 7pm. Notices begin 7.30pm. Speakers begin about 8pm (approx. 1 hour)
Day Meeting: Doors open 9.30am. Notices begin 10am. Speaker begins about 10.30am (approx. 1 hour). Please note the library does not open until 10am
Members are welcome to contribute to the New & Views, genealogy research, family history stories, ’how to tips’, interesting websites, or information sharing. The first weekend of each month is the deadline for the next month’s issue. Email to Helene Philpott bhdk.philpott@gmail.com 
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Branch Meeting Programme for September & October

Thursday 10 September Evening Meeting –
Adam Manterys -   From Poland to PahiatuaA presentation on the epic story of how 733 mostly orphaned Polish children and their 105 adult caregivers ended up stranded on the other side of the world towards the end of World War II. They were part of the 1.5 million Poles who had been forcibly deported to Soviet forced-labour camps in 1940. Presented by Adam Manterys, whose father was one of those orphaned children.
Thursday 17 September Morning Meeting is cancelled 
Instead a trip to-
Visit to the Great War Exhibition There are various routes to the Pukeahu War Memorial Park -
(1) Via the Basin Reserve to Buckle Street then turn left into Tasman Street and right into the park grounds.
(2) Through the Terrace Tunnel, along Vivian Street, turn right into Tory Street then across Buckle Street to Tasman Street and right into park.
(3) Exit the motorway at Aotea Quay and turn right into Tory Street (just past Te Papa) and continue up Tory Street, cross Buckle Street into Tasman Street and turn right into Memorial Park grounds. Take the winding road up the hill to the old Dominion Museum building. Parking is signposted outside the front and to the front-left of the building.Parking is $4 an hour. Passengers please contribute to the cost of the meters.If parking is full there is pay and display parking at the top of Tory Street ($3 an hour instead of $4). There could possibly be coupon parking further up Tasman Street. The tour will take about an hour but there are other displays, such as the Gallipoli Room, that will be well worth a visit. The website includes a map and describes public transport availability, etc.: http://www.greatwarexhibition.nz/visit/plan-your-visit/
 Thursday 8 October Evening Meeting - Gill Knox and Peter Gibson - The 
benefits of belonging to NZSGNZSG councillor Gill Knox will talk about the benefits of belonging to NZSG, and perhaps something about the rules review. Gill and Peter will then gladly answer questions about NZSG (rescheduling of presentation originally planned for the AGM night).
Thursday 15 October Morning Meeting – To be Confirmed
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Genealogy/Family History Helpers Available At
Petone Library 10am -12pm

On duty for:  September, October & November

•  Wednesday 16 September- Marie Perham & Bob Vine
• Saturday 3 October -  Janet Ketchell & Anita West
• Wednesday 7 October – Deb Beban & Lois Bartlett
• Wednesday 21 October – Diane Stinson & Susan Wilson
• Wednesday 4 November – Ian Fyffe & Phillipa Woolf
•   Saturday 7 November – Dawn Chambers & Lynly Yates
• Wednesday  18 November – Cheryl Dreaver & Avril RobertsFor those new to genealogy and/or who want help knocking down those brick walls, this is an excellent time and place to have our experts help you. Our helpers can show you what is available in the library and how to go about finding what you are looking for.

Kiwi Collection can now be ordered.You need to be a member of the NZSG and to be signed in to the website http://www.genealogy.org.nz/Sales-News_474.aspxIf the link doesn’t get you there, Go to NZSG   http://www.genealogy.org.nz/Sign in, Click Shop (near top of page), Drop down to Sales News.
Wellington Branch, NZSG: Disposal of Library Holdings

St Giles Church Cnr Kilbirnie Cres & Vallance StThe Wellington Branch NZSG has been working through a process of disposing of its library. Some items have gone to the Alexander Turnbull Library, and the Wellington Central Library, as well as to the Irish and Scottish Interest Groups.But there are still a significant number of books, magazine, directories, etc. which need to find a new home before the end of September.  These will be available to members of Branches of Groups of the Lower North Island Region at an Open Day on Sunday 20 September. Attend any time between 1.00pm and 4.00pm to uplift items of interest, at no charge, on a “first come, best served” basis.
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Thursday 13 August Evening Meeting
Starting from SnippetsAs a variation on breaking brick walls, our panel, Janet Ketchell, Terry Stock, Graeme McVerry & Warwick Johnston, presented some examples from their family history research, and then the floor was open to the audience to seek suggestions/guidance on how to progress or confirm their family history.A very lively meeting, thanks to the panel and audience participation.

705 -709 Queens St Thames Phone (07) 868 8827 during opening hours
Open: 11- 3pm Monday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. 

Except: Public Holidays and between Christmas and New Year
Website: http://www.thetreasury.org.nz/

Covers from Coromandel in the north to Katikati in the south east, Ngatea and 
Morrinsville in the east, includes, Te Aroha, Paeroa, Mackaytown, Karangahake and 
Waihi.  It basically covers the Hauraki Plains and Coromandel areas.  They offer 
research from their numerous holdings. Please note this is a pay-for-research site.   But 
I found it good value for money. Their holdings include all sorts of semi-official 
records and donated material.  They also offer a range of quite modestly priced books 
for sale on various topics mostly written by local people. 

Kae Lewis of NZSG fame at one time, was one of the original organisers but now has a 
large team supporting her.

When I first encountered this web-site, I was very unimpressed with what they had to 
offer but over the last 5-10 years or so they have gathered together a huge range of 
material of a genealogical nature.  They hold various items about individuals or 
families gathered from local records what have been donated from individuals and 
organisations.  The web-site is searchable - it gives you references, but is basically an 
index with a brief description only.  Then you need to order what you want, they seem 
to prefer that you just supply the name of the individual or family group and will send 
the results to you either by email or snail mail.  Payment is either by cheque or pay 
online into their bank account.  
I did my research via email about a year ago and I paid $30.  I expected to have to pay 
more as I could see from the indexes there was huge amount of information just for my 
O'SHEA family.  To say nothing of the other research interests I have in the area. 
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My initial contact by email didn't happen, so I waited about a month then resent the 
email and still got no reply.  So as you can imagine I wasn't very happy!   

About six weeks later I get a phone call.  It appeared they had some problems with 
their email and they had got that fixed and were now 'in business' so to speak.  Again 
for the 3rd time asked exactly what it was that I wanted, I thought I'd made myself 
clear in the emails!  But never mind.  We finally got our 'ducks in a row' and the 
required research arrived promptly in my inbox.  Then a little later they rang me again 
to make sure I had everything I wanted so I mentioned a couple of items they had left 
out and that came through no problems with an offer of further help should I need it. It 
was a very successful if somewhat protracted piece of research and I was very happy 
with all items that arrived including several photos they were holding.   Janet Ketchell

Ohinemuri Region The website includes the Ohinemuri Regional History Journal (ORHJ) and many other interesting items: http://www.ohinemuri.org.nz
The Journals are numbered 1-50; they cover 1964 - 2012 and originally were issued 
twice yearly but from 1981 were printed yearly.  These are not indexed as such and to 
see the content of each volume, you need to go through systematically and check each 
individual magazine.  Although cumbersome, if you have research interests in the 
Paeroa, Te Aroha and through the Karangahake Gorge to Waihi it could prove well 
worth the effort.  They offer much information and photos. They cover the early 
mining in the aforementioned areas and many of the articles are written by descendants 
of the original settlers. Not only do they cover early mining but also a wide variety of 
topics including midwifery, social events, early transport, hotels, sports and education 
to mention just a few.  They form an interesting glimpse into an earlier time in NZ's 
history. Janet Ketchell

The search was on - “A native of Denmark” – where?Denmark /Westport cemetery recordsWestport Times http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/ Naturalization papers NZ Archives 1887/3119Travelled to Denmark visited local cemeteries & met relatives Terry Stock

Census said he was a “Pensioner” – in those times, what does that mean?UK Army Service records/ Chelsea Pensioners/ campaign medals/ ‘pensioner ‘Regimental records/ history online    Graeme McVerry 
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Always start researching yourself then start looking elsewhere.Attend a beginner’s course and talk to people about doing research.Don’t forget about people coming from Australia; Tasmanian records 1840 settlers/convicts/ business people.Maori Reserves/History, Maori Land Court records     Warwick Johnston

Highlights from Audience Input 
• Kiwi Index, School records- Children can be taken in and reared by families other than relatives.
• Look through ship passenger lists to find out why people came to New Zealand
• www.  familysearch.org   – shipping inwards to New South Wales or other Australia ports. Possibility of owning land a huge draw card for people to come to New Zealand
• www.peabodytrust.org.uk    social housing in London
• www.myheritage.com   
• www.ancestry.co.au   and  http://www.findmypast.com.au/  free at libraries
• http://www.genuki.org.uk/   – provides a virtual reference library of genealogical information of particular relevance to the UK and Ireland. It is a non-commercial service, maintained by a charitable trust and a group of volunteers.Check old and present day maps.Books about immigration to New Zealand/ Petone heritage Library. Join the New Zealand Society of Genealogists www.genealogynz.com 
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Thursday 20 August Morning MeetingLynly Yates and Dawn Chambers, Genealogy Road trips 

(L to R) Dawn Chambers and Lynly YatesDawn and Lynly repeated last year’s presentation about their experiences of attending genealogy conferences and visiting family history repositories around New Zealand. 
Planning Ahead:NZSG Branch meetings & collections

• Archives Resources
• Museum resources
• Library resources
• University resources
• Accommodation (kitchen)
• Address – Opening hours – Phone No.

Value of the Conference Junky Road Tours:• Gathered information and photographs to assist in telling the story of our ancestors• Located and visited places where our ancestors once lived, worked and rested• Greater knowledge and understanding regarding New Zealand resources• Located documents that we did not know existed• Broke down many a brick wall but often another brick wall appeared• Lots of discussions and ideas about organising websites and photograph collections• Valuable ideas for the 2007 Conference and Branch speakers• Ideas for the development of Pandora Two & the HBIG websites• We got to meet some wonderful Historians and NZSG members• Great Fun - Great Company - Great Finds
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Family History Month Open Day
Hutt Bowling Club Saturday 22 August 2015Everything shone, including the sun, on a great day!  A crowd of 240 turned up to an attractive Lower Hutt venue with easy parking, flat access, and a warm welcome to a lively interesting programme and displays.  Congratulations to the planning committee, which included Wellington, Porirua and Kilbirnie Branch representatives, led by Anita West, Hutt Valley Branch.  NZSG Interest Groups and the Alexander Turnbull library and Archives NZ were also represented on the planning committee.

Speakers Presentations: For those who wanted to learn something new, or find a new ‘take’ on issues/ programmes they were already familiar with, but hadn’t looked at for a while .An entertaining approach from Christine Clements of Ancestry.com would have prompted many to log back in and explore appealing new features: Life Story, Facts and Gallery; and search using the Card Catalogue, with helpful results. 
Gary Howard, Family Search indicated some useful digitised resources. The Golden Rule: never give up, and always look again!The room set aside for the guest speakers was very efficiently managed by Lynly Yates and Dawn Chambers with 80 – 100 in attendance at each session.
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Virginia Barton-Chapple ably represented Kilbirnie Branch, and she, Gaynor Gastmeier, Alison Harwood and Aileen Wood ran a much utilised “Getting Started” table where their ‘starter kits’ were hot sellers.

(L to R) Vernon Wybrow and Anita West
Anita West woke us up to Facebook. Maybe there are family history search benefits to belonging? Other branch members agreed we’d like to hear more. 
Vernon Wybrow, NZ Archives provided more useful pointers on understanding digitised WWI Personnel records.  Resources such as Units’ war diaries help family researchers find where on the frontline/battlefields their relations were on the dates recorded in their service records.
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A constant stream of visitor meant that London, Scotland, Irish and Australia Interest groups as well as Family Search hardly moved away from their tables all day.  

Let’s not forget NZ Defence Force, National Library, NZ Archives, Hutt City Archives 
and many others who all had a very busy day.  

Among the displays we were pleased to learn that NZSG’s Kiwi Index v2 will soon be 
available.
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(L to R) Genevieve Woolf, Joan Kelly, Gill KnoxSaints Peter and Paul's, Lower Hutt, student Genevieve Woolf, who won an award for “The Incident” about her grandfather Kelly in WWII; photographed with her grandmother Joan Kelly and Gill Knox in front of  NZSG posters ‘What Did 
You Do in the War, Grandy'.

(L to R) Gill Knox, Sarah Clarke, other Clarke family membersNorthland School, Wellington, student, Sarah Clarke also won an award for her poster about her Great Aunty Kay, Kay Campbell, Army Nurse.  Here she is photographed with her family and Gill Knox in front of the NZSG posters ‘What 
Did you Do in the War, Grandy’.
Thanks to the Kilbirnie Branch Editor for the use of some her article and to  
everyone who provided photographs.
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Rimutaka Crossing Re-enactment

A small platoon of marchers completing the Rimutaka Re-enactment March later this month will bring to life the journey of New Zealand's WWI soldiers in more ways than one.  Which began in September 1915 and continues to autumn 1918.The Rimutaka Crossing Group has selected Sunday, 27 September 2015 as the date for the re-enactment and all allocated spaces have been filled.The marchers will leave from the Featherston Military Camp site early on Sunday morning, march through Featherston and climb to the Rimutaka Summit where a brief ceremony and unveiling will mark the World War One treks.  A meal will be served before the group marches downhill to the Pakuratahi Bridge.The group will travel by bus to Upper Hutt, march through the CBD and bus onward to Trentham Camp.  The group will march into the camp and be welcomed, as part of an open day there.Of the 250 marchers, around 160 are direct descendants of soldiers who trained at Featherston, 30 will march in replica WWI uniforms and the remaining marchers are cadets and members of the New Zealand Defence Force.Website: http://www.wairarapa100.co.nz/
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What’s On at Your Local Branches?

Kilbirnie:Wednesday 7 October – John Boyd, Impact of UK Economic Change on Boyd 
Forbearers Time/Venue: 10am The Park Bowling Club, Kilbirnie Crescent, Kilbirnie
Kapiti:Tuesday 22 September – Kathy Callaghan, Grandfather's Secrets UnearthedTime/Venue: 7pm Kapiti Community Centre, 15 Ngahina St, Paraparaumu.
Wellington:Wednesday 23 September – Anita West, More Irish Sources Time/Venue: 7.30pm Connolly Hall, Guildford Tce, Thorndon
Porirua:Wednesday 9 September- Barbara Mulligan, War Memorials ProjectTime/Venue: 7.30pm Helen Smith Community Meeting Room, PatakaCnr Norrie & Parumoana Sts, Porirua
Heritage Month at Hutt City Libraries
All events are free. 
For more information see library.huttcity.govt.nz or call 570 6633

• Wednesday 9 September  6 - 7pm War Memorial LibraryHutt Valley WWI Service Personnel; 
Keith Garwood RSA shares his mapping work identifying homes of Lower Hutt  
residents who served in WWI

• Sunday 13 September  11- 12noon Petone Library
• Sunday 20 September 11 – 12noon Petone LibraryIntroduction to Petone Library's Heritage Centre and Collections;

Presented by Clark Stiles, Heritage Specialist at Hutt City Libraries
• Sunday 13 September 2 – 3pm Petone Library
• Sunday 20 September 2 – 3pm Petone LibraryNewspapers as a Local History Tool;

Presented by Clark Stiles, Heritage Specialist at Hutt City Libraries
• Wednesday 23 September 6 – 7pmThe Land Barons of Wainuiomata; 

Gavin Wallace, President of the Wainuiomata Historical Museum Society talks  
about his research on early settler families and the huge estates they acquired 
in Wainuiomata.

• Saturday 26 September 11 – 3pm Petone LibraryTell us a Tale – What’s your favourite story about living in Petone; 
Big or small we want to hear from you.  Share your story to be played in the  
new Hall of Memories Exhibition at the Petone Settlers Museum.
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Arakura School 50th Jubilee 2015 23rd-25th October Arakura School in Wainuiomata is celebrating be-ing open for 50 Years. There has been a lot of changes since then, and to celebrate we want to invite you all to join with us as we look back on years gone by and talk about old times, old teach-ers, and be involved in our next steps forward for the next 50 years!http://www.arakura.school.nz/50th-jubilee/
Archives NZ recently increased fees for their research and copying services. 
For a list of the new charges go to
http://archives.govt.nz/services/fees-and-charges

 Waikanae Family History Group 
Thursday 24 September 10 – 2pm
 Waikanae Chartered Club  4th Birthday/Fam Net PresentationRobert Barnes from FamNet is presenting a continuous workshop for WaikanaeBranch’s 4th birthday.  FamNet is a New Zealand database which hosts millionsof records, and this is an opportunity to find out how it works.9am Wellington train ETA Waikanae 9.45am. Use your Gold card for free trip.Lunch $10; No entry fee; finish around 2pm.It is just 2 minutes’ walk from the railway station to Waikanae Chartered Club.
THE LAST WORDReady to watch on YouTube your family tree explainedLook at www.wimp.com/familytree/ clear as …..
Thanks to Gill Knox

14

http://www.maxpresencemail.co.nz/t/r-l-fddhtlk-jhoqdtkk-i/
http://archives.govt.nz/services/fees-and-charges
http://www.arakura.school.nz/50th-jubilee/
https://www.facebook.com/arakuraschool50thjubilee?fref=nf


15


	Hutt Valley Branch of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists
	News & Views         
		    September 2015					   Issue 337	

