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This Month:

September 11 Evening Meeting:Jenni Chrisstoffels – Using the Pictorial Collections in the Alexander Turnbull Library for your Family HistoryHear about this fascinating material that is available to illustrate local and family history. 
September 18 Morning Meeting:Reid Perkins - The 1914 Benge and Pratt’s fireUpper Hutt archivist Reid Perkins will repeat his presentation from the 14 August evening meeting, talking about the fatal fire at Benge & Pratt’s general store 100 years ago. This was the biggest disaster in Upper Hutt’s history in terms of lives lost, and led to the formation of the Upper Hutt Volunteer Fire Brigade.  Those who missed his first presentation because of the inclement weather have another chance to hear this special presentation. This presentation is a real treat, interweaving stories of families and events in Upper Hutt in the early 20th century with the events of the night of the fire. Many of the families featured are still resident in Upper Hutt.

1

http://www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz/
mailto:bhdk.philpott@gmail.com
mailto:HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz


Coming Events:
October 9 Evening Meeting:Mike Harper of Flying Jandal design – Playing with PixelsMike will present a beginner’s guide to restoring old or damaged photos.
October 16 Morning Meeting: To be announced
Evening Meeting: Doors open 7pm. Notices begin 7.30pm. Speakers begin about 8pm (approx. 1 hour)
Day Meeting: Doors open 9.30am. Notices begin 10am. Speaker begins about 10.30am (approx. 1 hour). Please note the library does not open until 10am.

CHRISTMAS FUNCTION- YOUR FIRST ARRIVALS IN NEW ZEALANDAs part of our December meeting this year, let’s see if we can fill in a large map of New Zealand with the places where our families’ first arrivals to New Zealand landed and lived. Tell us briefly about when they arrived, where they were from, why did they come, where did they settle, where did they move to, what did they do in their country of origin and in New Zealand. This is an event in which everyone can participate – we all had a first family member in New Zealand, whether it was in the great migration from Polynesia centuries ago, your 4xgreat-grandparents in the 19th century, or yourself by Jumbo in the 21st century. 
GENEALOGY/FAMILY HISTORY HELPERS AVAILABLE AT

PETONE LIBRARY 10am -12pm

On duty for September, October & November
• Wednesday 17 September – Marie Perham & Bob Vine
• Wednesday 1 October – Deb Beban & Lois Bartlett
• Saturday 4 October – Janet Ketchell & Suzanne Sutton-Cummings
• Wednesday 15 October – Diane Stinson & Leanna Menchi
• Saturday 1 November – Dawn Chambers & Lynly Yates
• Wednesday 5 November- Ian Fyfe & Helen Hinton
• Wednesday 19 November – Cheryl Dreaver & Avril RobertsFor those new to genealogy and/or who want help knocking down those brick walls, this is an excellent time and place to have our experts help you. Our helpers can show you what is available in the library and how to go about finding what you are looking for.
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Visit to New Zealand Defence Force Archives
Thursday 21 August.

Thanks to Diane & Christine for organising the trip.

Preserving our Military Heritage for New ZealandNZDF Archives at Trentham Military Camp is the repository for some 1.5 million personnel files relating to 420,000 New Zealand service personnel who served in New Zealand’s Military Forces. These files are an invaluable resource for documenting the social and military history of New Zealand. They provide a unique record of the military service of the men and women who defended our country at home and overseas.NZDF Archives holds the files of all those who served in New Zealand’s military forces from the 1st January 1921 to the present day.
What’s in the Files?Military service files are highly specialised records that can be difficult to follow for those who don’t have a lot of experience with them. They typically consist of several key documents:
The History Sheet records brief personal details. It includes next-of-kin information (which may have been updated from time to time), a summary of the date of enlistment, embarkation and discharge dates and length of service spent at home and overseas. However, the main part of the History Sheet records an individual’s postings to military units. Promotions, medal entitlements, decorations, particulars of marriage and children’s details are also often recorded.
The Attestation Record was completed on or close to the particular day an individual entered the service. It contains additional personal information, such as 
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address and civilian occupation, and their signature which can be very useful for verification purposes.
The Casualty Sheets are not quite what the name first suggests. They were the record sheets that travelled with the service person from posting to posting. They record similar information to that contained on the history sheet, but usually in greater detail. Unfortunately, not all of these have survived, but we will certainly include them if they appear in the file.
The War Services Gratuity Assessment records the payments that were made to individual service persons or their dependants after the war, calculated according to their length of service both at home and overseas. It also confirms details such as service numbers and the Arm(s) of the Service in which an individual served (Army, Navy or Air Force).
Assistance Provided to:Family of deceased New Zealand Defence PersonnelGovernment agencies eg Police recruitment, New Zealand & AustraliaVeterans Affairs and War pensionsGenealogists; Researchers / writers of historiesPension entitlements; Medical recordsNotification of death, RSA plots; Funeral Directors for noticesSchool Projects
Other sources of Information:Boer War & WW1 RecordsArchives New Zealand, P O Box 12 050, Wellington 1142www.archives.govt.nzOfficial War Histories: www.nzetc.org 
Military Museums:National Army Museum, P O Box 45, Waiouru 486www.armymuseum.co.nzRoyal Air Force Museum, Private Bag 4739, Christchurch 8140www.airforcemuseum.co.nz Auckland War Memorial Museum, Private Bag 92018, Auckland 1142www.aucklandmuseum.com Royal New Zealand Navy Museum, Private Bag 32901, Devonport, Aucklandwww.navymuseum.co.nz
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Merchant Navy Enquires:New Zealand National Maritime Museum, P O Box 3141, Auckland 1140www.maritimemuseum.co.nz 
NZDF Medals OfficeThe Medals Office is part of NZDF Archives at Trentham Military Camp. Its staff are responsible for the purchasing, storage and issue of operational, non-operational, special and long service medals to former and currently-serving New Zealand military personnel.  They also provide advice (within the limits of the Privacy Act) about the medallic entitlement of individuals, and about which medals have already been issued in respect of a particular person.For more information on medals for NZ military service see: http://medals.nzdf.mil.nz/
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A Patriotic Call to Yarn – We Need You!

Hand knitted poppies made by Laureen Hays
“For the empire and for freedom, we all must do our bit, the men go forth to battle,  
the women wait and knit.” Lady Annette LiverpoolThe National Army Museum is making a patriotic ‘call to yarn’. With assistance from the general public of New Zealand we are aiming to produce one hand crafted poppy for each serviceman and woman lost by our nation in the Great War. That is 18,166 poppies!These very special tributes will be on show at the National Army Museum in the form of a cascading waterfall of poppies in the Museum’s memorial area.If you are a little bit crafty you may like to help with this special project. Poppies can be hand crafted in anyway (knitted, crocheted, sewn or soft crafted) but must be a red Flanders style poppy. There are several patterns available to assist you in your contribution (see http://www.armymuseum.co.nz/).Completed poppies can be brought to the museum or sent to us. Please direct all enquiries to: Alison Jones, Poppies Co-ordinator, National Army Museum, PO Box 45, Waiouru 4861, New Zealand.Many thanks for your efforts. We appreciate your help very much.
A Request

If any member would like to submit an article about a family member who 
went to WW1 please email me and I shall include it in the newsletter.

Many Thanks  
Helene Philpott, Editor
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Rail tragedy on the Rimutaka Incline

11 September 1880

http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/ Four children were killed and 13 adults injured when two rail carriages were blown off the tracks by severe winds on a notoriously exposed part of the Rimutaka Incline railway. This was the first major loss of life on New Zealand’s railways; only five rail accidents have claimed more lives in this country's history.The Rimutaka Incline, completed in 1878, was one of New Zealand’s most ambitious early engineering projects. The climb up the range’s eastern flank, where the line rose 265 m in 4 km, required the use of special Fell mountain locomotives, which use horizontal inner wheels to grip a raised centre rail. The morning train to Wellington on 11 September 1880 comprised a single Fell engine, pushing two passenger cars and a goods van, and pulling two loaded goods wagons and a brake van. As it rounded Siberia Curve, 1200 m below the summit, winds gusting up to 200 km/hour swept the two carriages into the gully below. According to a newspaper report, passengers:lay around for a time unconscious and those who first recovered their senses described the scene as a fearful one – killed and wounded lying around in all directions covered with blood, and the train above suspended in mid-air, threatening every moment to fall on them.The engine remained firm, and the brakes man immediately uncoupled his van to roll back down to Cross Creek to seek help. The other wagons dangled by their couplings as the survivors crawled to the safety of a nearby cutting. The wind was so strong that the rescue train had to park in a tunnel as rescuers crawled along the track holding onto the centre rail. They recovered the bodies of three children; a fourth died later of head injuries. Thirteen adult passengers were injured, five of them seriously.While an inquest attached no blame to anyone for the accident, large wooden windbreaks were immediately erected to protect trains from the gale-force winds that regularly battered parts of the Incline railway.Image: Artists impression of Rimutaka Incline accident (Te Ara)
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For those of you who may have connections to the 

Lake Coleridge Power Station

Centenary: 6-7 December 2014

Lake Coleridge Power Station was the first Government-built hydro-electric power station constructed in New Zealand. On 6 & 7 December 2014, events will be held to celebrate the Power Station’s centenary. For Registration and more information visit: www.lakecoleridgenz.info

Power Station HistoryBuilding started in 1911 with construction workers arriving to a wild and bleak landscape. Initially workers were housed in tents and sheds. The winters were harsh which prompted the building of some permanent housing. Construction of the Power Station was a massive undertaking and it took three years to complete. At the time it was a significant engineering feat because it was built on glacial moraine (base shingle) which had never been achieved before. Prime Minister Massey officially opened the Power Station on 2 December 1914 and by March 1915 the Power Station was contributing to the power supply of Christchurch City. 
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Tent accommodation for construction workers at Lake Coleridge in the early days.

The site for the Power Station was chosen for a number of reasons including the storage capacity of the lake, the excellent head of water in such a short distance (there is a 165m difference in altitude between Lake Coleridge and the Rakaia River) and the proximity to Christchurch being a centre for industry.  Water is taken from the south western edge of the lake through two tunnels to surge chambers and then through steel penstocks down to the Power Station. During the construction days, building was carried on everywhere at the same time and Lake Coleridge Village swarmed with workmen, up to 400 at a time. Traction engines, horses, carts and motorised lorries carried all the gear necessary for building and living.  As construction workers moved on, Power Station staff and their families replaced them. Today, with many Power Station functions automated, Lake Coleridge Village’s permanent population is small and residents mostly value the area for its recreation.  The Power Station still feeds into the national grid with a maximum 40 megawatt output. In the past there have been a number of anniversary celebrations with a significant one on 25-26 November 1989 to mark the Power Station’s 75th anniversary.
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