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COMING EVENTS (subject to change and confirmation closer to the event) 

PLEASE NOTE: THE SPEAKERS FOR SEPTEMBER HAVE BEEN SWAPPED AROUND! 
01 Sep: Graham Price - Convict Ancestor  
15 Sep: Brenda Joyce - Writing and Publishing Family History 
29 Sep: Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until 8:30pm for Members‟ Research 

06 Oct: Dinah Priestly - Thorndon 
20 Oct: Rae Peiser - My Family History 
27 Oct: Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until 8:30pm for Members‟ Research 

03 Nov: AGM and Sharon Fredriksson - Recording Family history on Video 
17 Nov: Margaret Hurst - National Turnbull Libraries and Photographic Collection 
24 Nov: Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until 8:30pm for Members‟ Research 

1 Dec: Jan Gows - Computers and their use in Family Histories 

EVENING MEETING - 01 SEP - GRAHAM PRICE - CONVICT ANCESTOR 

Graham's direct ancestor, Aaron Price, was nabbed for robbery and sentenced to death but this was 
changed to transportation. He was sent to Sydney where he absconded from the farm he was 
working on and went with others into the bush. He got caught and was saved at the very last second 
from the gallows by a change of governor! 

MORNING MEETING - 15 SEP - BRENDA JOYCE - WRITING & PUBLISHING FAMILY HISTORY  

Brenda is a member of NZSG Council responsible for Liaison which includes writing 'Keeping in 
Touch'. She is Secretary and Treasurer of the NZSG Māori Interest Group and has written and 
published: The Pearce Papers - the history of her father‟s paternal line, Charlie Shelford – Toa - 
NZSG Family Historian, several articles and book reviews for NZSG Magazine, Kiwi Family History 
Research – an article for Family History Monthly published in UK. 

Her talk will cover: planning, financial, legal and privacy implications, working with a printing firm, the 
writing process and marketing. She could spend more time on some topics and less on others, 
depending on members‟ preferences.  

If you cannot get rid of the family skeleton, you may as well make it dance. 
--George Bernard Shaw 

 



 

 

ANNOUNCING THE EXTENSION OF THE NZSG AUSTRALIAN CERTIFICATE PURCHASING 
SERVICE 

The Australian Certificate Purchasing Service has been extended to include the purchasing of 
certificates for: 

New South Wales 

Marriages 1945-1954 and Deaths 1945-1974 

Queensland 

Births 1890-1904, Marriages 1890-1924 and Deaths 1890-1954 

Please check the back of The New Zealand Genealogists magazine or the website 
http://www.genealogy.org.nz/services/austcert.html for current prices and how to order a certificate.   

Carol Ann Mason - Australian Certificate Purchasing Service Officer AustCert@genealogy.org.nz 

MALCOLM MCGREGOR - PLIMMERS ARK & EARLY WELLINGTON HISTORY  

If you missed hearing Malcolm, he will be speaking again at the Porirua Branch, in the Pataka 
Community Meeting Room at Porirua Library, Norrie Street, Porirua 

Wednesday 14 September 7.25pm sharp. $2.00 entry for non-Porirua branch members 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  

Due after the AGM in November . They will be the same as they were last year with the discount for 
early payment if paid by 31 December 2005. 

SPEAKERS' REVIEW – 04 AUG: VICKY ALEXANDER - WAINUIOMATA HISTORY 

We were all treated to a slide show of Wainuiomata, past and present, along with a commentary of 
various characters and events in the community's history. It was interesting seeing the 'ribbon' 
development of the community as houses were built close to the few main roads in the valley. 
Development houses still stand out in the valley today as there were only plans for 5 variations 
available. 

Today there is a 4-lane highway climbing to 195 metres above sea level and then descending down 
into Wainuiomata making access very quick and easy. However in the early 1840s the first settlers 
back tracked their provisions over a foot track from Lowry Bay, and it was some years before a route 
sufficient for a horse and cart was established. The struggling community was so isolated for many 
years that if a local women did not like the local talent, she remained a spinster. A tunnel was started 
in 1920s but was abandoned when it was decided it was too narrow, only being wide enough for one 
way traffic. The tunnel entrance can be seen from the Gracefield/Hutt Park Roads. Redesigning and 
development was going to be far too expensive and the land designated as access has since been 
build on, so the scheme is unlikely to be revived in the foreseeable future. 

Vicky has written 6 books for the Wainuiomata Historical Museum Society and all proceeds go to the 
Wainuiomata Historical Museum Society. They are in our library: 

 Wainuiomata Valley Discovery Trail - an excellent guidebook and summary of Wainuiomata's 
History with photographs and maps. 

The History of Wainuiomata's Coast Road Church and Cemetery - a 'Who's Who' of 'Who Was' 
complete with name index. 

The Woods of Woodlands Wainuiomata - All about a family important in the history of the 
development of Wainuiomata. 

Mary Crowther of Brookfield - A rather sad story of a educated woman who was too intelligent for the 
local eligible men! 

Sinclair Family History - The Sinclair family now have their own little Cairn Memorial plaque in their 
family's historical burial ground which had been very much overgrown after the family left the area. 

Tales from the Swamp - The biggest of Vicky's books, it is filled with interesting stories from the past.  

http://www.genealogy.org.nz/services/austcert.html


 

 

SPEAKER'S REVIEWS: MALCOLM MCGREGOR 

PLIMMERS ARK & EARLY WELLINGTON HISTORY - submitted by Sandra Greig 

The Plimmer family came to NZ on the Gertrude 1841, Mr Plimmer kept a diary of the events on 
ship, many of which I didn't know existed and pricked up my ears as my Pike family also sailed on 
this ship.  

Landing here in Wellington, Plimmer described how to build a house in a day of peat, right down to 
how to erect the shape not unlike a marquee. The diary descriptions are brilliant.  

Plimmer constructed a shop on top of the ship 'Inconstant' which was grounded in the harbour, today 
known as the BNZ site. The shop top floor was for a time used by James Smith and the lower by 
Plimmer as a merchants, wholesale type of building.  

Mr Plimmer described in his diaries the earthquakes that hit Wellington. One where he was up 2 
ladders joined by ropes to reach a 2-story roof, changing the slates. He saw the Basin reserve wave 
like a field of corn in the wind. His description of the quake from the vantage point of clinging to the 
top of a ladder, which the quake made sink deeply into the turf, was wonderful  

In due course Plimmer rushed home to find his family safe but passed a building where the father 
had rushed outside thinking it safer and he died along with his children when the wall fell down on 
top of them.  

Paintings of Old Wellington not seen by most of the branch were so interesting, especially when you 
had family living in the area. The Power Point presentation was brilliant and appeared so simple.  

Malcolm belongs to the Marine Heritage Trust and as such was part of the group that saved 
Plimmers Ark in the 1990s from the bulldozers, shown in wonderful photos of the time.  

Best of all, Malcolm, interested in the sea, when told my Greats were lighthouse keepers in NZ and 
the name was HENDLE....he quoted his mums best friend was Phyllis Hendle, my great aunt.  

So it is a small world after all!  

PLIMMERS (NOAH'S) ARK & EARLY WELLINGTON HISTORY  - from Sheila Clegg's notes 

There is an interesting book called Life of John Plimmer a Biography by John Young. It is filled with 
Plimmer's writings, verses and letters to the editor etc (quite an outspoken man with strong views) 

In his early days in Wellington, John Plimmer was a limemaker - he looked for limestone for the 
mortar for the brick houses then being built although brick became less popular after the 1848 
earthquake. 

The ship 'Inconstant' was launched in Novia Scotia and sailed to Southampton full of timber. There a 
lower deck was added 'tween decks' to make room for 209 females and orphans to Australia. Most 
of the passengers were Irish and there were 33 crew. Unfortunately many of the passengers were 
unwanted upon arrival as they were classed as undesirables! 

In 1848 she spent 6 weeks in Adelaide being repaired and during that time most of the crew were 
kept in gaol. She called in at Wellington for water and provisions on her way to Peru for a cargo of 
animal skins etc, but at Pencarrow heads, the ship was wrecked, mainly because there were not 
enough crew to guide the ship through the heads. The spot is now called 'Inconstant Point'. 

The Inconstant needed money for repairs which was not found, so was sold to a local shipwright and 
brought to Te Aro shore. Plimmer bought the wreck for £80 and brought her around to the part of the 
harbour opposite Barrett's Hotel. He re-roofed the middle section, built up the sides with 
weatherboard and used the ship for a warehouse for goods arriving into Wellington.  

Plimmer had built another house on the Terrace above 'Plimmer steps'. John Plimmer cut the steps 
still named after him, leading up to the Terrace as an alternate route because when the tide was in, 
the usual route around clay point became very wet and muddy to walk through.  

His dog Fritz went with him everywhere hence the statue of Plimmer and his dog on Lambton Quay 
at the bottom of Plimmer steps. He was 88 years old when he died in 1901 and before he died he 
was declared the „Father of Wellington‟. 



 

 

PRISONERS OF WAR IN CHESTERFIELD, DERBYSHIRE - by Ian Fyfe  

Earlier this year we were searching the parish records for St. Mary‟s, Chesterfield in Derbyshire 
between 1800 and 1811 for some of my wife‟s ancestors, mainly Renshaws and Brailsfords. 

As we went through the records we were struck by the number of foreign-sounding names in the 
register, and finally realised that there must have been a Prisoner of War camp during this time, 
which coincided with the Napoleonic wars.  

The entries we noted are listed in chronological order. 

 Colonel Christophe Henry la Poyne , a French prisoner of war was buried in the middle aisle 3 
June 1805. 

 Michael Pihal, ensign in the French marines on parole was buried 27 October 1805. 

 Matthew, a native of Saint Domingo, lat servant to Colonel Berthon, formerly to Col. Sagay and a 
French POW on parole was buried at Chesterfield aged 20 on 31 January 1806. 

 James, the infant son of Monsieur Lem, a French POW by …… his wife, an Egyptian, was buried 
7 March 1806. 

 Jean Baptiste Debach and Mary Bradley were married 13 March 1806. 

 Francois Charles Joseph M. d‟Henin (a general in the French service and a POW now on parole) 
and Eleanor Jane Dickson were married 1 May 1806. 

 N I Guiot, a French POW on parole at Chesterfield and late master on board the French 
merchant vessel “Constance” was buried 18 May 1806. 

 Eliza, daughter of Elizabeth Singleton and Mons. Gillett a French POW was buried 4 June 1806. 

 Jean Proceeddats, a Neapolitan by birth, late a captain in the French service and a POW on 
parole was buried at Chesterfield on 15 March 1807 aged 32. 

 Anne, daughter of Louis Piechoski, a Polander and a POW on parole at Chesterfield by Rachael 
his wife was born 6 June 1808 and baptised 31 July 1808. 

 Sabine Anne Hamilton, daughter of Francois Charles Joseph d‟Henin (a POW on parole) and 
Eleanor Jane his wife was born 12 December 1808.      

 Beatrice, daughter of Elizabeth Renshaw by a POW was baptised 7 May 1809. 

 J P Sigault , surgeon and French POW on parole at Chesterfield was buried 24 September 1809. 

 Augustus Brache, POW and Anne Broad were married 25 December, 1809. 

 Louis Alexander Meguet, a French POW was buried 24 March 1810. 

 Julien, son of Julien Delivres a French POW was buried 24 March 1810. 

 Francois Marie Dupe, a POW and Elizabeth Turner were married 3 July 1810. 

 Mary Charlotte, daughter of Charles Birnbaum (a French POW) and Elizabeth his wife was 
baptised on 5 August 1810. 

 Pierre Auguste Michel (midshipman) a French POW was buried 12 May 1811 aged 26 years. 

 Anna Matilda, daughter of Charles and Caroline Dejeete, a German and a POW on parole was 
baptised 7 August 1811. 

 M. Josepf de Freullet, a Swiss, a POW and Emma Moore were married 31 August 1811. 

 Catherine, (a native of Flushing) and wife of Francis Erdelly, a Hungarian POW on parole was 
buried 12 October 1811. 

 Caesar Magelli, surgeon, a POW on parole was buried 21 October 1811 aged 30. 

 Angelina, the infant daughter of Alexander Leyreitz, a POW on parole, was buried 16 November 
1811. 



 

 

Two things stood out: 

1. The number of different nationalities serving in the French forces. 

2. The apparent degree to which the prisoners of war had become part of the fabric of the town 
during this time 

 St. Mary‟s, Chesterfield in Derbyshire  

The spire is crooked because the timber has warped! 

WHERE DID CAIN GET HIS WIFE? - from Answers in Genesis site 

It is not lawful to marry your sister, so who did Cain marry? The Jewish historian Josephus wrote 
that, „The number of Adam‟s children, as says the old tradition, was 33 sons and 33 daughters. If 
Adam and Eve were the first generation, brothers would have had to have married sisters! The law 
forbidding marriage between close relatives was not given until the time of Moses.  

Today, brothers and sisters (and half-brothers and half-sisters, etc.) are not permitted by law to 
marry because their children have an unacceptably high risk of being deformed. The more closely 
the parents are related, the more likely it is that any offspring will be deformed.  

Every person has 2 sets of genes and each person inherits one gene of each pair from each parent. 
Unfortunately, genes today contain many mistakes, and these mistakes show up in a variety of ways. 
The more distantly related parents are, the more likely it is that they will have different mistakes in 
their genes. Children, inheriting one set of genes from each parent, are likely to end up with pairs of 
genes containing a maximum of one bad gene in each pair. The good gene tends to override the bad 
so that a deformity (a serious one, anyway) does not occur.  

However, the more closely related 2 people are, the more likely it is that they will have similar 
mistakes in their genes, since these have been inherited from the same parents. Therefore, a 
brother and a sister are more likely to have similar mistakes in their genes. A child of a union 
between such siblings could inherit the same bad gene on the same gene pair from both, resulting in 
2 bad copies of the gene and serious defects.  

Cain (as well as his brothers and sisters) would have received virtually no imperfect genes from 
Adam or Eve as it takes time for these copying errors to accumulate. In that situation, brother and 
sister could have married, without any potential to produce deformed offspring.  

http://www.answersingenesis.org/home/area/tools/cains_wife.asp 

The laws regarding marrying close relatives have been taken a little too far at times with the likes of 
laws forbidding a man to marry his late wife's sister. There are more than a few cases of men 
migrating to New Zealand after illegally marrying the sister-in-law! 



 

 

GLEANINGS FROM NEWSLETTERS AROUND THE COUNTRY 

English Parish Registers - some useful dates (Canterbury Sep 05) 

 1538 - parish registration began officially, although very few parish records now go back this far. 
Many registers were kept on loose sheets of paper, which have since been lost or destroyed. 

 1597 - an act of Parliament was passed which stipulated that the incumbent of each parish 
should keep bound registers, which record baptisms, marriages and burials. Earlier entries were 
meant to be copied into the new book but this was seldom done, and few clerks recorded events 
before 1558 (accession of Elizabeth I). A Duplicate set of entries also had to be sent to the 
bishop each year. These are known as the Bishop's Transcripts. They were originally deposited 
at the diocesan office and can be invaluable if they still exist where the parish register has been 
lost. 

 1653 - during the Interregnum (1649-1660) the responsibility for the registration was transferred 
to an elected Parish Register (a term we now use to describe a person whom we now call a 
registrar). A one shilling registration fee was imposed and this discouraged people from 
registering at all. 

Free on-line indexes (Porirua Aug 05) 

 1851 censuses of Gloucestershire & Southern Warwickshire (Stratford on Avon and southwards). 
There is an alphabetical listing of places as well as the alphabetical listing of the head of the 
household. http://www.rootsweb.com/~cotswold/GLSontheweb.htm 

Great Search Document (Porirua Aug 05) 

 A pdf file of 24 pages which includes a comprehensive family history questionnaire; glossary of 
genealogy terms; guide to those illness terms, names of old time occupations; a war battle and 
other northern American skirmishes chart and information on what is on each US federal census 
1790-1940. http://www.obcgs.com/definitions.pdf 

South Africa (Tauranga Aug 05) 

 British 1820 Settlers to South Africa Genealogy website. A totally free website dedicated to the 
British Settlers to South Africa in 1820, their descendants and researchers. all the information 
has been generously supplied or posted by he members of this website. Searchable settler 
databases with over 30,000 names, the ships etc. http://www.1820Settlers.com 

To Laminate or not to Laminate (Tauranga Aug 05) 

 Laminating is fine for items that you don't want to archive or can be replaced easily. Anything you 
want to keep if laminated may be destroyed by mould that can build up in the sealed plastic 
cover. If the item heats and cools in the daily temperature fluctuations the moisture will condense 
and encourage the growth of mould. This will eventually destroy the document. 

Internet Security (Whakatane Jul 05) 

 Planning on putting your family tree on the internet? then be aware of the risks involved - details 
of immediate family should not be displayed - as this can lead to identity theft. Banks commonly 
ask for your mother's maiden name as a means of identification. Posting this information on the 
internet renders you vulnerable to hackers who could obtain your bank account number, and 
steal not only your money but also your identity. This is not a far-fetched idea - it has happened! 

 It is also a good idea not to allow people you do not know access to your entire family tree 
information. There is usually provision in genealogy programmes such as Legacy, to keep certain 
information private, and it is recommended you do not pass on information relating to anyone 
born after 1900. Also when creating a GEDCOM file for sharing, you should tick " Suppress 
details for living people" if you are using Legacy, presumably other genealogy programmes have 
similar provisions 

If your family tree doesn't fork?  You might be a Redneck - Jeff Foxworthy 



 

 

OVERHEARD IN A WHITEHALL OFFICE ( Wellington June/July 1999) 

Senior Secretary:  Claims to have two parents, I see. 
Junior Secretary:  That's right, Sir 
Senior:  One mother, one father. (pause) Seems as if they both had two as well 
Junior:  That's what he maintains, Sir. Four grandparents 
Senior:  And eight grandparents by the look of it. 
Junior:  Yes, Sir 
Senior:  The further you go back, the more people seem to have been involved. Eight, sixteen, 

thirty-two, sixty-four, a hundred and twenty-eight. Goes on doubling up indefinitely, as 
far as I can see. 

Junior:  We did work it out actually, Sir, on the computer. 
Senior:  And what did you arrive at? 
Junior:  Well - the figure we were left with was somewhere in the region of eighteen million at 

the time of the Norman Conquest. 
Senior:  Eighteen million? But that's completely and utterly ridiculous, in 1066 the entire 

population of the British Isles couldn't have been more than a million and a half at the 
very most. 

Junior:  That's how it struck us too, Sir. 
Senior:  Just doesn't add up, does it? 
Junior:  It's just possible that the other sixteen million were out of the country at the time, Sir. 
Senior:  If they were, I'm not sure that it doesn't raise more issues than it settles 
Junior:  I know what you mean, Sir. 
Senior:  What possible reason could more than sixteen million people have for being out of the 

country just at that particular time? 
Junior:   Quite Sir, when they were wanted for the Doomsday book amongst other things 
Senior:  It would bear looking into. There's not a word about it here, of course. He seems to 

have kept suspiciously quiet about the whole business, which would indicate that he's 
got something to hide. 

Junior:  There is, of course, the remote possibility that they were resident abroad. 
Senior:  Sixteen million people? Resident abroad? Takes a bit of swallowing doesn't it? 
Junior:  It's about the only explanation that seems to fit the facts, Sir. 
Senior:  Well, all I can say is that if it is true, the whole thing takes on an even more 

disquieting aspect than be bargained for. 
Junior:  Unless, of course, Sir, he's lying. 
Senior:  Any reason to suppose he is? 
Junior:  Only the inherent improbability of the story, Sir. 
Senior:  Yes, I see your point. 
Junior:  Eighteen million at the Norman conquest - what must it have been at the time of 

Christ? 
Senior:  Astronomical I should think.(pause) Let alone the Garden of Eden? How many people 

do you understand there to have been in the Garden of Eden? 
Junior:  Well, just the two, Sir. So far as I have always understood. 
Senior:  Yes, that's what I thought. Discrepancy somewhere. 

OUR ANCESTORS, CONCEPTIONS, MISCONCEPTIONS AND A PARADOX 

You might be interested in a light-hearted but very informative article by Brian Pears about the total 
number of ancestors we might have: http://www.swinhope.myby.co.uk/Misc/ancprdx.html 

ADAM'S UNDERWEAR 

A little boy opened the big family Bible. He was fascinated as he fingered through the old pages. 
Suddenly something fell out of the Bible. He picked up the object and looked at it closely. What he 
saw was an old leaf that had been pressed in between the pages. "Mama, look what I found," the 
boy called out. "What have you got there, dear?" his mother asked. With astonishment in a young 
boy's voice, he answered: "I think it's Adam's underwear! 



 

 

I AM MY OWN GRANDPA! 

Many many years ago when I was twenty three,  
I got married to a widow who was pretty as could be.  
This widow had a grown-up daughter who had hair of red.  
My father fell in love with her, and soon the two were wed.  

This made my dad my son-in-law and changed my very life.  
My daughter was my mother, for she was my father's wife.  
To complicate the matters worse, although it brought me joy,  
I soon became the father of a bouncing baby boy.  

My little baby then became a brother-in-law to dad  
And so became my Uncle, though it made me very sad.  
For if he was my uncle, then that also made him brother  
To the widow's grown-up daughter who, of course, was my step-mother.  

Father's wife then had a son, who kept them on the run.  
And he became my grandson, for he was my daughter's son.  
My wife is now my mother's mother and it makes me blue.  
Because, although she is my wife, she's my grandmother too.  

If my wife is my grandmother, then I am her grandchild.  
And every time I think of it, it simply drives me wild.  
For now I have become the strangest case you ever saw.  
As the husband of my grandmother, I am my own grandpa! 

Why waste your money looking up your family tree, just go into politics and your 
opponents will do it for you.-- Mark Twain  


