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COMING EVENTS (subject to change and confirmation closer to the event) 

04 Oct: Rachel Brown – House Research  
18 Oct: Jock Philips – Te Ara Online Encyclopedia 
25 Oct: Computer Special Interest Group - Paul Alpe, NZSG Index Version 4 & it's use  

01 Nov: Pam McKirdy – Death Records and AGM 
15 Nov: TBA  
29 Nov: ComSIG - Dawn Chambers - how to make you own website and why you need one 

06 Dec: No speaker - Supper will be provided by the committee 

THIS MONTH 

04 Oct: Dawn Chambers will start off the evening with a short presentation on Pandora's 
Box  and then Rachel Brown will give pointers on how to use your family history research 
skills to do the history of a house, particularly ones in New Zealand. Rachel is an 
experienced family history and research historian. 

18 Oct: Jock Philips will talk about Te Ara – an online encyclopedia. He has written many 
contributions to history books and is always a very popular speaker at NZSG conferences 

25 Oct: Computer Special Interest Group - Paul Alpe, NZSG Index version 4 & it's use  

VACANCIES – NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS NEEDED 

Starting December 2007 we need a newsletter editor. We also need a new treasurer and 
one or two others to help with administration. Full training and support will be given. 

Deb has the necessary forms that need to be filled in by the end of October.  

PLEASE NOTE: unless we get more people on the committee, the branch will be 

going into recess as the current committee is very small in number, is tired and needs 

an input of fresh blood. We can't keep going as we are! 

NZSG members only may vote on the remits and only an NZSG member can be Treasurer 
as it is a requirement by NZSG that the 3 main office holders, i.e Convenor, Secretary & 

Treasurer must be members of NZSG + 2 others on the committee must be NZSG 

members. So all in, all a total of 5 committee members MUST be NZSG members - a 
requirement by NZSG. 
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THE FOLLOWING REMIT IS TO BE PRESENTED TO THE NOVEMBER 01 2007 AGM 

Part 1: ‘That the Hutt Valley Branch of the NZSG opts to go with the New Zealand Society of 
Genealogists in regards to the proposal regarding the Charities Commission ruling’ 

 

COME TO A "SCOTTISH FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH AFTERNOON" 

Sunday 4
th
 November 2007, 1:00pm -4:00pm, 

St Giles Church Lounge, cnr Vallance St & Kilbirnie Crescent, Kilbirnie, Wellington 

We will have a brief AGM at 1:30 pm, and discussion on next years program. 

We will have our own folder resources for Scottish family history research, and plan to have some 
family history magazines of Scottish interest. Microfiche readers and photocopier available. 

If you have some useful Scottish material to share with others, do bring this along; and do label with 
your name. 

Wee door charge, $2. 

ALL WELCOME 

Contact Pen Brown  penbrown@globe.net.nz  
 

GETTING STARTED WITH YOUR FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH                       

Saturday 10th & Sunday 11th November 2007 

9am-5pm each day.. 

$40 for the 2 days 

Masonic Hall, 10 Tararua St, Paraparaumu 

Enquiries:  Kapiti@genealogy.org.nz 

Application form on next page and also available at KCDC Libraries 

LIBRARY/REPOSITORIES    

Tutor:  Lynne Blake, Educator, Family Research Centre, NZ Society of  Genealogists Inc 

This class is designed to help both beginners, and those who have been researching their family 
history for many years.  It is an introduction to (or a reminder of) research skills used when 
researching your family history. Although many people now use the Internet as their primary 
research tool it is still important to have an understanding of the development of these records and 
the different research methods, so you get the best out of your research time.  

Information such as 

 - Where do you start to answer your questions? 

 - What are you looking for and why (what are your questions)? 

 - Where might you find what you are looking for? 

 - How to record this information when you do find it?                 

 - And tips on how to file all the information.  

We will also explore using your computer 

 - What genealogical programmes are available? 

 - How do you use them for recording? 

 - And using the net for researching.  

Then, we look at what to do when you have all that information  

 - Share it on the net? 

 - Write "Your Family History" book? 

 - Organise a family reunion? 

GETTING STARTED COURSE APPLICATION FORM 

Saturday 10 November & Sunday 11 November 2007 

mailto:penbrown@globe.net.nz
mailto:Kapiti@genealogy.org.nz
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Name(s)……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Address……………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Phone……………………….. E-mail………………………………………………. 

Fee – $40 per person (includes set of background notes).  

Places limited and enrolment closes  Friday 2 November 2007.   

Enclose your remittance $…………..  

Cheques made out to „Kapiti Genealogy‟ & sent to The Secretary, Kapiti Branch NZSG, P.O.Box 
703, Paraparaumu, mark envelope “Getting Started Course” 

CONDITIONS FOR THE COURSE 

 Numbers are limited and early application is desired. Applications will be recorded in sequence as 
received and must be accompanied by the fees outlined.  If applications exceed places available you 
will be advised and your cheque returned.  

Tea/coffee provided but bring something to share for lunch.  

If applicants cancel up to 7 days before the Course, a full refund will be given (less $5 Admin Fee), 
but within 7 days - no refund. The organisers reserve the right to cancel the Course for any reason 
(eg sickness, fire, lack of support), and would then give full refunds. ALL WELCOME 
 

INFORMATION SOUGHT - HISTORICALLY SPEAKING 

I co-ordinate a page called 'Historically Speaking' in the Ashburton Guardian which has an 
"Information Sought" column for those stuck on branches or looking for descendants in the 
Canterbury area; or for looking for information of an historical nature. 

The page runs now on the first and third Wednesday of each month. As from August 13 2007, we 
are now a morning paper, therefore the deadline for entries has had to change to the Friday before 
publication. A number of those who have submitted entries have had good success. If you would like 
to submit an entry, please contact me at reports@theguardian.co.nz 

While the emphasis for the page is mainly Mid Canterbury or the wider Canterbury area, we also 
have sections for 'Reunions/Anniversaries' and 'Book Reviews' which cover the entire country and 
from time to time run an "Out of Town" section for items of interest (suggestions always welcome). 

If you have an interesting Mid Canterbury ancestor that you would like to write about, please contact 
me and we can discuss details. There is no charge for any of these columns. 

Regards, 
Liz Quaid 
 

SPEAKER'S REVIEW – WELLINGTON INDEXING PROJECT - DR ROB ASPDEN 

This indexing project at Archives New Zealand – Wellington was originally started before 1910 and 
was restarted in 1978.  

Every Saturday morning teams of volunteers have been working on this project between 8:30am and 
12pm. Starting with the oldest records, information is carefully checked and rechecked but, like with 
all hand written records is prone to bad writing and open to interpretation.  

All Public Trust probates had to be approved in Wellington and a lot of District Court records are also 
in Wellington. The amount of information that is still to be indexed is still immense but what has been 
indexed is available through 'Archway' and the NZSG. 

There are, of course, always vacancies for those interested in helping with this project. 
 

mailto:reports@theguardian.co.nz
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TRENCH TESTAMENTS 

A New York Times article from Sept. 30, 1917, reported that "trench wills" drawn up by soldiers in 
combat had been found valid in English courts even when unwitnessed.  

In every case the War Office authorities make every effort to carry out the soldier's wishes, however 
crudely they are expressed, or however fantistic [sic] they may be.  

Many of these trench wills have Tommy Atkins's characteristic touch of humor. Some are in dialect, 
some in phonetic spelling. Several have been in ciphers, solution of which has taxed the War Office 
experts. Occasionally they leave purely imaginary possessions to institutions of fictitious persons. 

Here is a will in rhyme which was written while the soldier was on duty at a "listening post" in No 
Man's Land:  

I haven't a sweetheart, I haven't a mother.  
I've only one sister, not even a brother;  
My sister, Susan, is all I've got,  
So of ought that's mine she can have the lot. 

This will went through the courts without question, despite its unusual form.  

Another will in rhyme, leaving money to the "first comer," is the following:  

Whoever first sets eyes on this  
Gets everything I leave,  
For my kith and kin are dead and gone,  
And I've not a friend to grieve.  
There's a tidy bit in the bank you'll find,  
And my army pay, though small,  
So, stranger, breathe one sigh for me,  
You're welcome to it all. 

This will was forwarded to England by the young sergeant who found it and he shortly afterwards 
received notification that the "tidy bit," which turned out to be a substantial sum of money, had been 
deposited to his account.  

Still another will in rhyme was written by a private who had been cut off from his comrades for three 
days, without food or water and probably without sleep, for the greater part of that time, until the 
greatest desire in life seemed to him to get a big drink. It was as follows:  

If I'm knocked out by bullet or bomb  
When over the top we go,  
A gallon of beer I leave to Tom,  
Another to squint-eyed Joe.  
We've borne the worst of a soldier's thirst  
Through days and nights of woe;  
Give my dad the rest—but if I go west  
There's a drink for Tom and Joe. 

There was some difficulty in carrying out this bequest, owing to the fact that half the men in the 
company insisted they have been called "Tom" and "Joe" by the testator, and the whole estate was 
finally turned over to the father, it being left to him to carry out the "two gallons clause" as he should 
see fit. 

 

NAMES AND HISTORY PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS BY GEORGE REDMONDS 

If you want an interesting book to read, this is a must, especially if you have ancestors from the 
Yorkshire area. George Redmonds has always had a fascination with names and their origins and as 
a historian has studied countless wills, court records, maps, land titles, languages spoken in the UK 
and any other records he can get hold of to shine light on the origins of surnames, placenames and 
even given names and how our ancestors lived.  

Quite often he has been able to pinpoint the original place a particular surname originated. A few 
place names have had their surname die out and unfortunately a few placenames he knows once 
existed, now only exist as surnames.  
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The English People - Rich or Poor 

Dr Gregory Clark - Farewell to Alms 

Comment 

In response to  'Farewell to Alms' by Dr Gregory Clark ( Sept NZSoG Hutt Valley Newsletter, 2007), 
some initial comments need to be made, prior to a brief look at English industrial history. 
Dr Gregory Clark resembles other people in history -  Eugen Duhring and Pierre-Joseph Proudhon 
come to mind. They published ideas about society that simply cried out for rebuttal. 

Clark has inspected 'ancient' wills, and drawn conclusions from them, suggesting, that far from the 
'meek inheriting the (English) Earth', it was in fact the rich. The rich did indeed inherit the Earth, but 
by exploitation, not by joining the working class. Clark continues, suggesting, that on the basis of 
child deaths, the poor had less surviving offspring than wealthy families. Ergo - the rich must have 
been more resistant to plague and disease, and would, by 'downward social mobility', fill the losses in 
the depleted working population, and finally become a majority of the working class. He comments 
that a third of the population of the towns died from plague in each generation, to be replaced by this 
downward movement of the descendants of the medieval middle classes. 

Further to that, Clark then asserts; that being the descendants of the wealthy, these newly found 
workers would retain and transmit their cultural and 'capitalist' values to the Industrial Revolution.  

As Friedrich Engels said of Eugen Duhring, it is not that he is important, but that his views will 
mislead less thinking people into believing his ideas have some merit. In similar vein, Karl Marx 
responded to Pierre-Joseph Proudhon.  I am reminded of these early readings, by the simplicity of Dr 
Clark's remarks, in regard to  English working class origins. 

Fourteen Generations 

My family history would be similar to millions of other people of English descent. 

I have traced my family back fourteen generations on my Father's side. The first twelve generations 
were farm labourers(male) and domestic servants(female), the last two generations were coachmen 
and - yes you've guessed it - domestic servants. The evidence suggests they were hardworking rural 
people, until my paternal grandfather came to live in London, and worked even harder as a 
coachman.  

All of my father's fourteen surviving children, (he had fifteen in total), worked at various trades, 
including myself. I have no evidence of any capitilist values being expressed, certainly none of my 
ancestors achieved 'greatness' as factory owners, or millionaires, or left large sums of money and 
property to their children. 

On the other hand, the evidence among my ancestors is, that whilst they did suffer some deaths of 
their children, these were usually replaced by further births. For fourteen or more generations the 
evidence from census returns, is that my paternal ancestors produced large families, at least eight to 
ten children,  the majority of whom survived. Twelve of my father's fourteen children produced 
families, and today his descendants are numerous, and widespread, throughout the proverbial four 
corners of the earth. 

Plague and Disease 

I suggest that Dr Clark, studies the records of the Census, rather than the cash books of the rich (ie 
wills), and he will find that rich and poor, as a percentage, suffered almost equally from plague and 
disease. The grim reaper of the Black Death, did not worry who fell to his scythe. Differences did 
occur between rural and town populations, with rich and poor suffering less deaths, from plague and 
disease, in rural areas. Flora Thompson's account, indicates that in disease and plague ridden 19th 
century England, country dwellers enjoyed a healthier and more nourishing life. Food for the poor 
was usually basic, but adequate. 

If anything, I suspect the rich suffered more indigestion. 

One other fact that has evaded Dr Clark, is that the poor always outnumbered the rich, and by a very 
large margin. This fact alone suggests that the children of the poor would also outnumber those of 
the rich, by a very large margin, regardless of the known disparity in deaths between the two groups. 

The Industrial Revolution did not happen because of immunity to disease, as suggested by Dr Clark, 
but as the result of several hundreds years of improvements to tools and equipment, and the fact 
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that Britain was well endowed with coal and iron ore deposits, plus a plentiful supply of water power 
from rivers. 

Industry began in the countryside 

London was the only large town in Britain prior to the Industrial Revolution, in other words the vast 
majority of people lived in the rural areas, villages or small towns, before the growth of Industry.  The 
beginnings of the Industrial Revolution took place in rural Shropshire,  North Wales and Northern 
England. Mills had to be near water to provide power for the machinery, so most mills were built in 
hill country where water power existed. Those mills still exist today as tourist attractions, and a 
reminder of the beginning of Capitalism. Other efficient forms of power, that could bring industry into 
the towns, did not come into existence until the 19th century. Cotton mills, and iron smelters,  were 
isolated communities, linked by canals for transporting the products (water power again) and not 
usually the breeeding grounds of disease. Hours of work were long and conditions bad, but it was in 
the coal mines where the largest losses of life occured among workers. 

With regard to the Industrial Revolution, I hardly think the millions of impoverished souls that worked, 
slaved and died for the creation of English capitalist wealth in Blake's 'Dark Satanic Mills', were the 
product of a fecund, and willing ruling class. The wealthy had high aspirations for their children, their 
young women were kept under lock and key, as Jane Austen, and earlier writers, tell us in their 
novels, but medical advances were not good enough to prevent even the daughters of the rich from 
dying in childbirth, until well into the 20th century.  

Engels tells us, that in spite of the average lifespan for a working woman in Manchester in 1844, 
being 27 years, she had produced eight or more children, by the time of her death. The records of 
orphanages and workhouses, are evidence of Engels conclusions. 

Organised Struggle - or downward social mobility? 

No Dr Clark, a study of wills is not good enough to explain the rise of the British Trade Union and 
Labour Movement. The struggles dating from the banning of trade associations, to the present day 
achievements of democratic Britain, will show that the working conditions of the British working class, 
are far superior today to anything their ancestors experienced, but.not because of any downwardly 
mobile,capitalist minded ancestors, as suggested by Dr Clark. Rather, these conditions were won by 
fighting for a better life over several hundred years against inequality and injustice, including  
peasants' revolts,  Cromwells revolution against the Divine Right of Kings, the rise of Trade Unions, 
and the creation of the Labour Party pushing the legislation in the 19th and 20th century, for less 
hours of work, improved wage rates, universal health services, etc,etc.. 

Unfortunately Dr Clark, some of us, have read history and understand what really happened. Many 
more of the English working class emigrated to other countries, including New Zealand, to build an 
even better life. I think we succeeded. 

A limitation 
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Gerry A Eady    Gladstone, Wairarapa   September 2007. 

WEBSITES 

 MAXVISION -  MY PHOTOMAX – A FREE PRESERVATION WEBSITE 
www.maxvision.saveyourpics.com to preserve, organize, share and enjoy your memories 

More than one trillion photographs and slides sit unused and slowly deteriorating in closets and 
draws as well as video.  Also consumers do not know what to do with all their new digital content – 
how do you enjoy a camera chip.  Content on your harddrive and on discs is not safe.  All this 
content is at risk to being lost forever if you do not preserve it. 

 NON-CONFORMIST RECORDS ONLINE FOR THE FIRST TIME  

The National Archives UK collection of nonconformist birth, marriage, and death records from 1567-
1840 is now available online. 

At the National Archives in Kew, London there are 5000 registers from Methodist, Baptists, 
Presbyterian and other non-conformist churches and these have been digitised and indexed in 
partnership with S & N Genealogy Supplies. 

Basic searching is free, but in practice you'll have to buy credits which cost 50p each - and as you'll 
need 5 credits to view an image the cost will mount up quickly. 

Nevertheless, because the alternative is to go to Kew and search through reel after reel of microfilm, 
this new service could prove invaluable. http://www.bmdregisters.co.uk 

 TWO NORTH AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS that have free access to some of their searchable 
archives. 

The biggie, the New York Times archives. The Search box is under the masthead at 
http://www.nytimes.com/  The period 1851-1922 is totally free In the period 1923 to 1986 some is free, 
& some has a small charge the period 1986 onwards is totally free I got some free access without 
registering but then I was asked to register before I could do any more. 

The other one is the Toronto Star Pages of the Past, the archive is 1894-2004 but only 1945 is free. 
www.pagesofthepast.ca 

Remember with any of the Newspaper Archives (or similar) that use OCR for searches that you may 
have to think how the it might be indexed. An "g" might be indexed as a "g", Or an "H" as "l l".  

 PAPERSPAST IS NOW AVAILABLE AND SEARCHABLE ON-LINE. This is a new feature 
available from National Library website, at http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast  

Very clever, you can search their selection of newspapers for a name or topic, it's easy to use - It's 
also addictive! I have found several items about my family such as a possible All Black back in the 
early 1900s. - Carol Ann 

 

NEW CDS IN THE LIBRARY 

These and others in our library are searchable making names/addresses very quick and easy to find. 

 New Zealand Post Office Directory 1890 
 New Zealand Gazette 1876 
 New Zealand Gazette 1886 
 Australian Directory of Dates and Men of the Time CD 

 

ON TENTERHOOKS – to be in painful suspense! 

'Tenter' is a word found in Yorkshire documents and names dating as far back as the 1400s. 

Tenter frames, usually made of wood, were erected near a clothier's house in open air so that the 
finished 'piece' could be dried evenly, the cloth being fastened to hooks in order to give it the right 
tension. 

In Huddersfield where cloth making was carried out on a large scale, an area map or the 1770s 
shows that areas close the town centre were set up as tenter grounds. 

from Names and History People, Places and Things by George Redmonds (Hambledon Continuum, 
2004) 

http://www.maxvision.saveyourpics.com/
http://www.maxvision.saveyourpics.com/
http://www.bmdregisters.co.uk/
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.pagesofthepast.ca/
http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast
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Give me your tired, your poor ... they're genealogists!  


