
 

Hutt Valley Branch of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists

News & Views         
    November 2015    Issue 339

Evening Meeting: 7.30pm 2nd Thursday, February to DecemberDay Meeting: 10.00am 3rd Thursday, February to NovemberVenue: Petone Community Centre, 7-11 Britannia StreetPostal Address: PO Box 31-024, Lower Hutt 5040Website: www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz     Convenor: Anita West Secretary: Anne Martin HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz   Editor: Helene Philpott bhdk.philpott@gmail.com
Evening Meeting: Doors open 7pm. Notices begin 7.30pm. Speakers begin about 8pm (approx. 1 hour)
Day Meeting: Doors open 9.30am. Notices begin 10am. Speaker begins about 10.30am (approx. 1 hour). Please note the library does not open until 10am
Members are welcome to contribute to the New & Views, genealogy research, family history stories, ’how to tips’, interesting websites, or information sharing. The first weekend of each month is the deadline for the next month’s issue. Email to Helene Philpott bhdk.philpott@gmail.com 
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Branch Meeting Programme for November & December  Thursday 12 November Evening Meeting: Suzanne Sutton-Cummings 
Researching Family History like a Professional - Getting it right in spite of the  
mythologyBeing familiar with the resources available and fully utilising them without spending a fortuneBeing meticulous with your researchLooking at the big pictureLooking at the little detailsGetting it right the first timeChecking absolutely everything
Whether you are a dab hand at family history research or just starting out, 
come along and join the discussion.

Thursday 18 November Morning Meeting: Bring your old Christmas photos and stories to share. Christmas nibbles to follow.
Thursday 10 December Evening Meeting: Genealogy Quiz followed by Supper provided by the committee. There will also be a Christmas Raffle.

Genealogy/Family History Helpers Available At
Petone Library 10am -12pm

On duty for:  November & December

• Wednesday  18 November – Cheryl Dreaver & Avril Roberts
• December -  No Duties

For those new to genealogy and/or who want help knocking down those brick walls, this is an excellent time and place to have our experts help you. Our helpers can show you what is available in the library and how to go about finding what you are looking for.
Kiwi Collection can now be ordered:You need to be a member of the NZSG and to be signed in to the website http://www.genealogy.org.nz/Sales-News_474.aspxIf the link doesn’t get you there, Go to NZSG   http://www.genealogy.org.nz/Sign in, Click Shop (near top of page), Drop down to Sales News.
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www.oldfriends.co.nz will be closing down soon:

From the Old Friends team at Trade Me

Why are we closing down Old Friends?We're always working hard to improve the experience for our members. To focus on building better products, sometimes we need to stop supporting older versions of our websites. We understand this might not be the best news for our members who use Old Friends regularly and this isn't a decision we've taken lightly.
What does this mean for you?From early to mid-January, the Old Friends site will be closed down and you won't be able to access it anymore. Any data will also be deleted.If you have any information on Old Friends that you'd like to keep (e.g. messages or photos), please make sure you're saving this as soon as possible. To save a photo, right click on it and select 'Save image as'. If you've forgotten your password, head over to our help page to reset it.If you have any questions, please send us an email, otherwise we'll be in touch again closer to the time.
Submission on NZSG Draft Rules:The closing date for submissions on the Draft Rules of NZSG is 4 December next. Your Committee has noted with concern a number of aspects relating to the proposed membership class called "Branch and Local membership" and the role of the proposed Board of Directors of NZSG (ie the Council). The setting of a subscription for this class of membership appears to be ambiguous and may involve the Board becoming much more involved in the setting of branch subscriptions. Your committee is also concerned at the open-ended nature of the Board's power to set a punitive level of subscription; any subscription should be modest in size in our view to encourage branch membership. The committee is working on a submission to the Rules Committee detailing its views. If any Branch member wishes to make an individual submission, please feel free to do so before 4 December. Alistair Hardy; for the Committee.
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 Gill Knox NZSG Councilor’s Presentation to Hutt Valley Branch:   8 October 2015. New Zealand Society of Genealogists (NZSG) has about 7000 members but where are you?  72% of members do not belong to a NZSG branch. 28% of members belong to one or more NZSG branches so those lucky ones have access to branch resources.  That means 72% of NZSG members do 
not have access to any branch resources unless a branch is nice enough to have open access. 97% of NZSG members have either ordinary or joint membership; the rest belong either as part of their job or as an institution so over 95% of NZSG members are actually interested enough to pay their subs. 75% of NZSG members live in the North Island; only 20% live in the South Island but 33% of NZSG members live in Auckland, and 33% of the population also lives in Auckland.  77% live in the North Island, and in the 23% South Island. 
45% of NZSG members live either south of Waikato/Bay of Plenty or overseas so 45% do not have easy access to the FRC; that is nearly half of the entire NZSG membership.  80% of NZSG’s income comes from the subs of the 7000; only 10% comes from sales and publications.  Your sub is equal to:  Five packets of cigarettes or five bottles of wine, or 11 movie tickets, or 20 cups of coffee over one year.  Be like your grandmother and place a little away each week/month in the jar and put it up the top of your cupboard and by the end of the year you will have sufficient for your sub. 36% of NZSG’s expenditure is on salaries yet there are only six paid staff and not all are fulltime.  Not one of the six councilors, the president, the vice-president or the treasurer is paid; neither are the 80 or so volunteers who run the research services, either remotely or at the FRC. 
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 For the record, the NZSG premises takes 15% of the expenditure administration takes another 13%
To communicate with you, NZSG produces:

1: The Big Picture goes to all Branches, Interest Groups and area contactsbut some branches treat it like junk mail and do not open it
2: eKit goes to all members who have supplied email addresses; that is about 4500 of you, some 65%,  but only about half of that number open it to read
3: NZSG’s Facebook page currently reaches about 1200 members; that is about 17% of you
4: NZSG’s mem_list email feed currently reaches 700 members; that is about 10% of you.
5: NZSG’s website (genealogy.org.nz) is accessible by anyone with an internet connection; but only 7000 can access the members-only area.
6: The New Zealand Genealogist is sent to all 7000 of you, plus many libraries and institutions throughout the country; it accounts for around 20% of the NZSG expenditure each year.
7: Very occasionally, for really important things like rule changes and AGMs, we will send you a letter, via snail mail.  You do the math’s: 7000 X today’s postal rate equals way too much to use snail mail for everything.

So if you live too far away from the FRC for easy access, or can’t afford to go to Auckland, what can you do from Lower North Island?
1: Support your Hutt Valley branch; they have awesome resources
2: join mem_list; Pose questions about your brick walls; help others by sharing your knowledge while picking up tips from others.  It is quick, has fast feedback and covers a multitude of topics.
3: follow the Facebook page; it has the latest news, items of interest, places to visit and events to consider attending.
4: open your eKit; read about what is happening at HQ, at Council and around the country, usually on a monthly basis.
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5: get on the website (genealogy.org.nz) and have a look at what is there; it is being revamped and reorganized, 
6: download some of the education one-pagers, the pdfs of PowerPoint 
presentations, and the videos.

7: use the NZSG CD collections if you don’t already own them, the branch almost certainly will have one for branch use.
8: use the NZSG member-only databases; individuals, branches, the NZSG projects team or the Chocolate Fish Team has compiled them with your needs in mind.
9: use and contribute to the certificate collections; you just might find who you are looking for or help someone else to find their elusive ancestor.
10: log on to the Gale newspaper collection or Discovery, the portal to UK archives; these are amazing and under- utilized resources just waiting for you.
11: ask research services to browse specific resources in the FRC library for you; if you cannot get there, they can search for you.
12: browse the FRC library catalogue and request library items; you just need to pay the postage.
13: check out what other services are available via research services, like government gazettes, land records, school records, LDS films, cheque services for UK etc; you only need to ask.
14: volunteer to be a remote mentor; you can help guide others on their genealogical journey.

So there is heaps you can do, without ever having to leave Wellington; so be an active 7000er!
Thanks to: Gill Knox for her presentation on the benefits of belonging to the NZSG and Peter Gibson for his input about the NZSG Rules Review.
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From The Editor:I am a regular visitor to Hervey Bay, Queensland about 3.5 hours drive north of Brisbane. To get there you need to go through Maryborough. There is a lot of history here as well as many well preserved historic buildings. 

This time I decided I would investigate the historic records available so visited both the Maryborough Heritage Centre and the Maryborough District Family History Society. Corner of Wharf & Richmond Streets, Maryborough.
Maryborough Family Heritage InstituteOn the ground floor of the historic Bank of New South Wales building, the Maryborough Family Heritage Institute which holds one of the largest collections of genealogy records in Queensland, covering the immigrant passengers into Queensland and cemetery and burial records for a number of Queensland areas.Research can be done in person, by mail or email. Contact us for charges.
Open Monday to Thursday from 9am to 1pm PH: (07) 4123 1620  Email: heritageresearch@bigpond.com.auWebsite: http://www.treeroots.com.au/
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Maryborough District Family History SocietyLocated on the top floor of the Maryborough Heritage Centre, the Maryborough District Family History Society provides vital research resources for the genealogist and anyone interested in genealogy, their family tree, ancestry, and heritage with an extensive library of records, historical books, articles and photographs.The centre has an extensive CD-ROM, Microfiche and Publication Library.
Open Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9am-3pm and
Saturday 1pm-4pm (other times by appointment). PH: (07) 4123 1842

Maryborough District Family History Society
http://mdfhs1.wix.com/mdfhs

I have also photographed and transcribed the list of ships on the wall at the Heritage Centre, which brought immigrants direct from London and other ports to Maryborough for the period 1862 to 1889.I will email out the list (5 pages) on request, although some are on Ancestry.com.In all about 22,000 immigrants landed before direct calls were abandoned in 1900, although ships still bought passengers into the port until about 1912.
What caught my attention on the list was the 4 below from Hokitika, New Zealand to Maryborough
Date of Arrival Name of Ship From  Passengers Landed13 March 1868 Sarah and Mary Hokitika, NZ 9514 March 1868  Jane Lockhart Hokitika, NZ 10025 March 1868 Scotia Hokitika,NZ 5229 April 1868 Star of the South Hokitika,NZ 81
Another interesting website: 

Maryborough Heritage City Walk Tour http://maryboroughwalk.info/1.htm
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Ships Bollards: 
Overlooking the Mary River, Maryborough, Queensland, Australia

Seven colourful Bollards overlook the Mary River. They represent a sea captain welcoming a family of immigrants landing at the Port of Maryborough in the 1860s.
Heritage Site:  About 1855 work started here to build new wharves replacing those at the original Baddow Village.About 18,000 square metres of decking and warehouses were constructed.  The Port of Maryborough saw 22,000 immigrants take their first step on Australian soil here.

Terry Tomlin’s mural depicts Wharf St, Maryborough, as it was in 1888.
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Port of Maryborough, Queensland, AustraliaThe Port of Maryborough, Queensland, was opened in 1847 and in 1859 it was declared a port of entry, meaning that overseas and intercolonial vessels could arrive and depart direct, although there appears to have been considerable uncertainty about the name of the port outside Queensland for some years. Customs officials elsewhere and such publications as the Mercantile Navy List frequently called the port “Wide Bay” well into the 1860’s.The native name of the stream upon which the port is situated was named Moonaboola River by Andrew Petrie, which he discovered on his boat trip in 1842 while looking for good grazing land suitable for sheep. Later Mr Joliffe R.N. became the superintendent for John Eales, a prominent land owner in the Hunter Valley, and brought a flock of sheep across the Darling Downs, blazing a track over the Brisbane Range to establish a head station near Tiaro. This venture was short-lived as the local aboriginal tribes took a liking to the taste of lamb.George Furber became the first white settler on the south side of the river in 1847, where he set up a trading station and Inn. When Edgar Aldridge, Henry and Richard Palmer, Enoch Rudder and their party arrived in 1848, they crossed the river and settled on the north bank, which was later to be named the Wide Bay Village, now the Old Township Site.The river became known as the Wide Bay River until after the untimely death of Mary Fitz Roy, Wife of the Governor or New South Wales at that time. To honour her memory Governor Fitz Roy renamed the stream, Mary, and the post office at the settlement was then called, Maryborough.When the river became unnavigable to larger vessels a new township was surveyed by Surveyor Labatt in 1852 and in 1854 the small iron-hulled screw steamship WILLIAM MISKIN, built in 1852, 124 Tons discharged cargo at the Old Township and was possibly the first steamship to visit the Mary.In 1856 the people officially moved down to the new township, where the port was established. Wool became an important commodity and exports through the port in 1860 totalled £107,000 with wool accounting for £98,000 of that figure and imports totalled £71,456. At this time Maryborough was the only port in the colony with a favourable trade balance. Within the next ten years which included the discovery of gold at Gympie and the commencement of the sugar industry, gold took the lead with £756,000, or nine tons, transported in a little over two years, while vessels totalling 163,532 tons visited the port during 1869. 
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 The gold was stored in the vault of the Bank of NSW. The building now used as the Heritage Centre was the second Bank of NSW to be built on this site.Immigrant labour was needed and an advertisement inserted in the Wide Bay & Burnett Times in January 23, 1861 by Messrs Melville & Travis announced that they would be bringing out British migrants while another advertisement by Henry Hamburger said that he would support the emigration of German settlers. Of the migrants landed at Brisbane in 1862 from the ship SULDANHA, 160 came to Maryborough by the paddle steamer CLARENCE. The forty-two Germans among them had already been engaged for work on nearby sheep runs.The first migrant ship to call direct at Maryborough was the barque ARIADNE (built in 1861 of 671 Tons). She arrived October 9, 1862. This was the turning point for the Maryborough and Wide Bay Region and the number of passengers from the Ariadne swelled the population of Maryborough by one third. Between 1863 and 1870 there were 3142 arrivals; from 1872 to 1880, 9164 arrived (of which 1762 were Germans and Scandinavians) and between 1881 and 1890, 7332 migrants landed.In all nearly 22000 migrants landed before direct calls were abandoned in 1900, although ships still bought passengers into the port until about 1912.The Immigration Celebration held on 29th, 30th September and 1st October 2012, was to honour the arrival of the Ariadne 150 years ago, the first ship.Each year, will be celebrated150 years and 140 years since the arrival of the other immigration vessels to Maryborough, Queensland. In 2016 Maryborough residents will be celebrating the arrival 140 years ago of the City of Agra, Indus in1876 and the arrival 150years ago of the Golden South and the Sultana in 1866.Descendants of passengers from these sailing ships are invited to this event. Also, descendants from other ships passengers are welcome to attend.If you have an interest in passengers and ships that arrived in Maryborough, Email: - heritageresearch@bigpond.com.au      so your name can be included in the mailing lists. You can also find information on Facebook where there will be downloaded passenger lists for these ships.
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What’s On at Your Local Branches?
Kilbirnie:Wednesday 2 December – Christmas Lunch and Show and TellTime/Venue: 10am The Park Bowling Club, Kilbirnie Crescent, Kilbirnie
Kapiti:Tuesday 24 November – How it all Began plus Photo ID Competition and RefreshmentsTime/Venue: 7pm Kapiti Community Centre, 15 Ngahina St, Paraparaumu.
Wellington:Wednesday 25 November – Christmas PartyTime/Venue: 5.30pm Connolly Hall, Guildford Tce, Thorndon 
(Note Change of Start Time)
Porirua:Wednesday 11November - Using objects from our Ancestors to further our ResearchTime/Venue: 7.30pm Helen Smith Community Meeting Room, PatakaCnr Norrie & Parumoana Sts, Porirua
Websites:
Fermanagh-Gold (Ireland) transcription search:  http://search.atavus.org/ (Actually searches lots more than just Fermanagh.)It is associated with:  Fermanagh-Gold forum / mailing list:http://archiver.rootsweb.ancestry.com/th/index/FERMANAGH-GOLD
Hutt Valley Branch Website: Gallery of photos from the Family History Open Day held on 22nd August 2015, Hutt Bowling Club, Lower Hutt 
http://tinyurl.com/fhm2015-photos
 
Find my past 1939 Register:The 1939 Register is now available to search online for the very first time, only on Findmypast. In the most comprehensive survey ever taken of the civil population of England and Wales, it contains the personal details of 41 million people, captured on a single day, in September 1939.
What will each household cost?Records are $13.50 per household, $48.50 for 5 households ($9.70 each) or $106.50 ($7.10 each) in our best value 15 household package If you have a subscription to Find my Past then if you have the 25% discount, you’ll get the 5 household bundle for $36.38 ($7.28 each) However the discount code expires on 15 November.This information from findmypast.au therefore prices are in Australian Dollars.
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The New Zealand Kapiti Legacy Users Group
Workshop with Jan Gow, QSM FSGon the use of Legacy and other Genealogy Subjects.Saturday 28th November 2015, 9.00 am to 4.30 pm.Kapiti Senior Citizens’ Centre: 45 Ocean Road, (off Kapiti Road, turn left at the 2nd roundabout) Paraparaumu Beach.  Parking is available in front of the building.Doors open at 8.00 am for 9.00 am start Cost:  $20.00 for the day.Payment: by cheque made out to Kapiti Genealogy and posted to:

Legacy, c/o P & L Anderson, 10 Spicer Place, Tawa, Wellington, 5028Payment may also be made by Internet Banking to Kapiti Genealogy’s Westpac account 03 0732 0263025 00.  Put LUGGOW in Payee field and your SURNAME in the following field.  You must advise us that you have paid this way when you send in your Registration Form.Bookings for registration and payment would be preferred by Saturday 21 November.  Payment may be left until the day of the Workshop if prior approval is obtained first by this deadline.That will give us time to organize nametags, seating etc.  Any queries contact Peter or Lesley on 04 232 4533 or pjand@inspire.net.nzEveryone is welcome, regardless of experience.Food: Tea, coffee, fruit juice and biscuits will be provided at each break. You may bring your own cup if you wish.Bring your own lunch.  If preferred, local cafes can be found at Paraparaumu Beach, Mitre 10 Mega or Coastlands.After the Workshop: there will be an opportunity to purchase goods from Jan.

New Members: Valarie Carson, Hilary Keenan, Jocelyn Choong,Stuart Melby Scott, Donald Smith, Bill Black, Claude Poulson, Roger Lillyston
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John Terris Interviews
All over the world: Remembering WWII; Video Recordings.Petone Library now has lending copies of these 6 brief but fascinating and concise video interviews where John Terris talks to 6 different people about their memories of WWII – one was a British child evacuee, another was a young British woman working decoding in Bletchley Park, and the four men all served with the forces.  All the interviewees live in the Hutt area now.The interviewees are:
Frank Jones, midshipman
Jean Sampson, ‘code breaker’ worked at Bletchley Park, UK (re the recent movie ‘Imitation Game’)
Tony Madden, in the Battle of Crete, and helped the Kondoyianakis family from Crete relocate to NZ after WWII
Sheliah Downs, evacuated as a child from her home during WWII, and later relocated to NZ
Lt General Don McIver, NZ Army in WWII – Malaysia and Borneo, and later in Vietnam 
Air Marshall Sir Richard Bolt, pilot in RAF Bomber Command  http://library.huttcity.govt.nz/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/REFSET/OPAC/BIBENQ/17139170?REFINE_OPER=&QRY=SHF%3A%20'.%20DOCUMENTARY%20FILMS%20.'&SQL=&QRYTEXT=Form%2F-Genre%3A%20Documentary%20filThe video recordings are housed at Petone Library but reserve one and have it sent to your most convenient library if you like.
Latest addition to Papers Past (September 2015):

• Evening Star (1865-1920)  
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FA M ILY  H ISTOR Y  M ON TH LY  TA LK S 2015 
 

Find out more about the resources and services at the National Library and  
Alexander Turnbull Library that can help with your family history research. 

 

Papers Past: Into the future 
 

 
Photograph of Unidentified man, circa 1860’s – 1870’s photographed by the 

 Wanganui studio of W J Harding. Ref: 1/4-006501-G 

 
Papers Past: Into the future 

Papers Past is getting a makeover.  Join Emerson Vandy, Papers Past Service Manager, and Tracy 
Powell, Digitisation Advisor, to reflect on Papers Past over the years, and to have a walk through the 

new beta Papers Past site. 
 

Tuesday, 17 November, 2015 12:10 – 1:00pm,  Venue: Tiakiwai, Lower Ground Floor 
National Library building, cnr Molesworth & Aitken Street, Wellington 

Watch the national Library website for information about future talks and events www.natlib.govt.nz 
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