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Evening Meeting:  7.30pm 2

nd
 Thursday, February to December 

Day Meeting:  10.00am 3
rd
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Editor:             Suzanne Cummings  sjsc@clear.net.nz  
 

COMING EVENTS (subject to change) 

10 Nov: My Norwegian Grandfather – Kathy Callaghan 
17 Nov: My Norwegian Grandfather – Kathy Callaghan 

08 Dec: Christmas Party & Displaying your Family Tree - Members 

 

Evening meeting doors open 7 pm notices begin 7.30 pm speakers begin about 8 pm 
(approx 1 hour) 

Day meeting doors open 9.30am notices begin 10am speaker begins about 10.30am 
(approx 1 hour). Please note the library does not open until 10am. 

 

THIS MONTH'S EVENTS 

Evening and Morning Meetings 

 Kathy Callaghan has had her grandfather's story published in the March/April 2010 
issue of the New Zealand Genealogist along with copies of documentation about him found 
in Archives Zealand. 

 

DECEMBER EVENING MEETING 

 Bring along your family tree in whatever shape and form you have it. 

 Supper will be organised by the committee. 

 

CD COLLECTION 

 At each of the branch meetings, Lynly Yates will discuss one of the CDs from our 
collection, showing how best to access relevant information. 
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GENEALOGY/FAMILY HISTORY HELPERS AVAILABLE AT PETONE LIBRARY 

 10am -12pm 1
st
 and 4

th
 (not necessarily the last) Wednesdays and the 1st Saturday 

of the month. This is a good opportunity for those new to family history to get advice from 
the experts!  

 If there is anyone else interested in helping please contact Marie Perham or Joy 
Adams. 

 

A TWO HOUR CLINIC WITH JAN GOW – Congratulations Kathryn McGavin. 

 

THE GREATER LONDON INTEREST GROUP 

Saturday 12 November, 2-4pm, St Luke's Lower Church Hall, Pitt Street, Wadestown. All 
welcome. 

 

THE NZSG SCOTTISH INTEREST GROUP OF GREATER WELLINGTON 

Sunday 13 November, 1-4pm, Porirua Public Library.  Charge $2. Research afternoon with 
some of their resources. All welcome.  

 

NZSG & UNLOCK THE PAST CRUISE ONSHORE SEMINARS 

� Conference Room, Archives New Zealand, 10 Mulgrave Street, Wellington 

�  Friday November 25, 1:00 – 3:45pm  

� Door Charge $10 covers all three afternoon talks  

Programme 

� 1:00 pm Chris Paton 'Discover Scottish Church Records' 

� 1:45 pm Chris Paton 'Irish resources online' 

� 2:30 pm Break 

� 3:00 pm Rosemary Kopittke 'Findmypast' 

� 3:45 pm Finish 

Books by Chris Paton and other Unlock the Past authors will be available at the seminars 

Jenny Martin will be taking prepay bookings only at the evening November meeting.  

Chris Paton is originally from Northern Ireland, with both Scottish and Irish roots. He holds a 
Postgraduate Diploma in Genealogical Studies and works as a professional genealogist, 
running the Scotland's Greatest Story research service www.scotlandsgreateststory.co.uk  

Chris is married with two sons and lives in the coastal town of Largs, North Ayrshire. He is a 
tutor for Pharos Teaching and tutoring Ltd's Scottish Resources Online course, a published 
book writer and also contributes regularly to several genealogy magazines. He has also 
written for various other newspapers and magazines.  

Rosemary Kopittke is a Genealogist and Biomectrician with research interests mainly in 
England and Wales. See http://au.linkedin.com/in/rosemarykopittke Rosemary is an expert on 
getting around Findmypast and will reveal many useful tips for us.  

 

NEW ZEALAND KAPITI LEGACY USERS GROUP WITH JAN GOW 
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One day workshop on Saturday 26th November, 2011 on the use of Legacy 7.5 

Jan Gow, from Auckland, has been working with genealogy programmes since 1989. She is 
on the board of Associated Genealogists and lectures at local, district, national, international 
and cruise ship level. She is the owner of Beehive Books Ltd which is dedicated to 
genealogy products. 

Lindale Lodge Conference Centre, State Highway One, just north of the railway over-bridge, 
Paraparaumu North. $30.00 for the day 

Tea, coffee, fruit juice and biscuits will be provided at each break. Bring your own lunch, or 
visit the local cafes close by. Bring (optional) your laptop, power lead and multi-box 

The sessions will be as follows: 

� 08.30am: doors open 
� 09.30am: introductions, proposed programme,  
� 10.20am: morning tea 
� 10.40am: session 1 
� 11.30am: session 2 
� 12.30pm: lunch  
� 01.30pm: session 3 
� 02.20pm: afternoon tea 
� 02.40pm: session 4 
� 03.30pm: finish and time for purchases from Jan 

Accommodation is fully booked out at Lindale Lodge Motel and Conference Centre.  

Because of limited room, numbers will be limited to the first 50 people who register and pay. 

Bookings will be for the whole day only. There will be no door sales. 

 

NZSG NEWS -  www.genealogy.org.nz 

� The NZSG will now pay the outwards cost of postal borrowing. This means members 
can now borrow from the library and only pay for the return postage. 

� The NZSG are planning to have an online book sale early in the New Year for 
members all over New Zealand to participate in. 

� Name badges are now available from the NZSG for $15 including postage. The 
badges are white and display the Society's logo, your name and membership 
number. Badges can be ordered online from the NZSG website  

� The reconvened AGM is now to be held on 21 January 2012 at a time and place to be 
notified. The agenda and proxy forms will be distributed with the 
November/December issue of The New Zealand Genealogist and also on the NZSG 
website. 

� The 2012 Conference will be held in Taupo at the Wairakei Resort. The theme is 
'Volcanic Taupo – Steaming Ahead. It will be during Queens Birthday week-end 1-4 
June 2012 

� Family History Fair 2012 is to be held at the Claudelands Event Centre in Hamilton on 
August 3

rd
 and 4

th 

� The winning entries of the essay competition will be in the December issue of The 
New Zealand Genealogist 

� Orders are now being taken for the Kiwi Index which is available to NZSG members 
only. http://www.genealogy.org.nz/KI-V51_581.aspx  (Don't throw away version V) 
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CONGRESS TWENTY TWELVE, ADELAIDE 28-30 MARCH 2012 

For anyone interested in going to the 13
th

 Australasian Congress on Genealogy and 
Heraldry see the website. www.congress2012.org.au   
The theme is 'Your Ancestors in their Social Context'. There is an earlybird discount if 
registered and paid by 30 November 2011. 

 

IN THE DAYS OF SLIDE SHOWS (BEFORE COMPUTERS) – by Suzanne Cummings 

 
 Recently while visiting my Dad in Christchurch, he gave me a gray wooden box. It has 
a handle on the top, four rubber feet, a door and three drawers – in it some of his slides. It 
can hold about 750-800 slides. He had already given me his other slides a number of years 
ago along with all the slides he inherited from his mother. 

 Being the first-born, there were plenty of me. My mother had sorted through them 
writing how old I was. Most of the slides are numbered and a lot even have the month and 
year they were processed so it was fairly easy to put them in order. The slides finish before 
my youngest brother was born in 1968.  

Brief history of slides 

 According Wikipedia, photographic slides (reversal films) had their heyday for 
approximately 50 years, 1955-2005. We no longer need a slide projector to see them but 
can get a slide scanner, scan them and produce excellent digital photographs for a modern 
day slide show!  

 Early colour negative film had many shortcomings, including the high cost of the film, 
processing and printing, the mediocre colour quality, rapid fading and discolouration of 
highlights of some types of prints became noticeable after several years. Amateurs who 
owned projection equipment, used reversal films extensively because the cost of projection 
equipment and slide film was offset by not having to pay for prints. Eventually print quality 
improved and prices decreased and by the 1970s, colour negative film and colour prints had 
largely displaced photographic slides as the primary method of amateur photography. 

 Until about 1995, colour transparency was preferred for publication, and was widely 
used in commercial and advertising photography, reportage, sports, stock and nature 
photography. And as we are all aware, digital media has gradually replaced transparency 
film. 

 

A PUZZLE: HOW DID HE KNOW?  
 

 Rummaging around in his grandmother's attic, John discovered a very old hand-made 
wooden sled. Dusting it off he discovered the inscription: G. Washington September 10, 
1752. John asked a friendly antique dealer what this sled was worth. The dealer said that it 
could be very valuable and suggested that John take it to Christie's to see if they would 
auction it for him. Christie's agreed to put the sled up at auction.  

 At the auction, the auctioneer announced that this hand-made sled had the 
inscription: G. Washington, September 10, 1752 ... Someone in the audience immediately 
cried out-"it's a fake!"  

 How did he know it was a fake?  (answer on page 5) 

 

 



5 

MARY, MARY, QUITE CONTRARY, 

  

 How does your garden grow? 

 With silver bells and cockle shells 

 And pretty maids all in a row. 

  

The Mary alluded to in this 
traditional English nursery 
rhyme is reputed to be Mary 
Tudor, or Bloody Mary, who 
was the daughter of King Henry 
VIII. 

Queen Mary was a staunch 
Catholic and the garden 
referred to is an illusion to 
graveyards which were 
increasing in size with those 
who dared to continue to 
adhere to the Protestant faith. 

The silver bells and cockle 
shells referred to were 
colloquialisms for instruments 
of torture.  

The 'silver bells' were 
thumbscrews which crushed 
the thumb between two hard 
surfaces by the tightening of a 
screw. 

The Cockle shells were 
believed to be instruments of 
torture which were attached to 
the genitals! 

The 'maid' - short for Maiden 
was originally the guillotine, 
used to behead people! 

 

 

From Wellington Hospital Royal Doulton Tile Collection Catalogue 2008. See also 
www.rhymes.org.uk   

 

AND THE ANSWER IS ... 

 The date, September 10, 1752, does not exist. In fact the dates September 3 through 
September 13, 1752 were omitted from the calendar in many Protestant countries (including 
England and thus the American colonies).   

 Pope Gregory revised the calendar in 1552 to realign the equinox dates. Older 
calendars had used, for example, a year length of 365 days instead of a more accurate 
365.25 days . So in 1552 10 days were omitted from the year. The protestant countries 
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avoided this Papal correction until 1752 and had to omit 11 days because of a leap year 
issue in 1600.   

 The length of the year is about 365 days, 5 hrs. 48 min. 46 sec. (365.2422 days), or 
about 365 1/4 days. One must take care with such numbers, the period of the earth's 
rotation around the sun is changing a bit as the years pass.  

 The Gregorian calendar corrects for the non-integral number of days in the year first 
by adding a 'leap-day' every four years. This correction makes the average year 365.25 days 
long. If that was the only correction our years would be one day too long every 128 years. 

 We make a further correction by making only century years divisible by 400 leap 
years (so 2000 was a leap year while 1700, 1800 and 1900 were not). A little calculation 
shows that these corrections make the average year 365.2425 days long instead of the 
more accurate 365.2422 days. But with these corrections the calendar will be only one day 
off in about 3333 years.  

From http://www.winternet.com/~akaske/puzzle.html#Lantern  

 

THE JULIAN CALENDAR 

 In the year 46 BC, the Greek Sosigenes convinced Julius Caesar to reform the 
Roman calendar to a more manageable form. At this time, Julius also changed the number 
of days in the months to achieve a 365 day year. In order to "catch up" with the seasons, 
Julius Caesar also added 90 days to the year 46 BC between November and February.  

 The Julian calendar consisted of cycles of three 365-day years followed by a 366-day 
leap year. Around 9 BC, it was found that the priests in charge of computing the calendar 
had been adding leap years every three years instead of the four decreed by Caesar. As a 
result of this error, no more leap years were added until 8 AD. Leap years were therefore 45 
BC, 42 BC, 39 BC, 36 BC, 33 BC, 30 BC, 27 BC, 24 BC, 21 BC, 18 BC, 15 BC, 12 BC, 9 
BC, 8 AD, 12 AD, and every fourth year thereafter.  

 

THE GREGORIAN CALENDAR 

 The calendar currently in worldwide use for secular purposes based on a cycle of 400 
years comprising 146,097 days, giving a year of average length 365.2425 days. The 
Gregorian calendar is a modification of the Julian calendar in which leap years are omitted in 
years divisible  by 100 but not divisible  by 400. By this rule, the year 1900 was not a leap 
year, but the year 2000 was a leap year.  

 The Gregorian calendar was constructed to give a close approximation to the tropical 
year, which is the actual length of time it takes for the Earth to complete one orbit around the 
Sun.  

 The Julian calendar was switched over to the Gregorian starting in 1582, at which 
point the 10 day difference between the actual time of year and traditional time of year on 
which calendrical events occurred became intolerable.  

 The switchover was bitterly opposed by much of the populace, who feared it was 
attempt by landlords to cheat then out of a week and a half's rent. However, when Pope 
Gregory XIII decreed that the day after October 4, 1582 would be October 15, 1582, the 
Catholic countries of France, Spain, Portugal, and Italy complied. Various Catholic German 
countries (Germany was not yet unified), Belgium, the Netherlands, and Switzerland 
followed suit within a year or two, and Hungary followed in 1587.  

 Because of the Pope's decree, the reform of the Julian calendar came to be known 
as the Gregorian calendar. However, the rest of Europe did not follow suit for more than a 
century.  

 The Protestant German countries adopted the Gregorian reform in 1700. By this time, 
the calendar trailed the seasons by 11 days.  
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 England (and the American colonies) finally followed suit in 1752, and Wednesday, 
September 2, 1752 was immediately followed by Thursday, September 14, 1752. This 
traumatic change resulted in widespread riots and the populace demanding "Give us the 
eleven days back!"  

 English Calendar:  

 September 1752  

Su M Tu W Th F Sa 

&; &; 1 2 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

  
 
 Sweden followed England's lead in 1753. Russia, however, did not follow suit until 
1918, when January 31, 1918 was immediately followed by February 14th.  

See also http://scienceworld.wolfram.com/astronomy/topics/CalendricalSystems.html  

 

WEBSITES 

� Scottish Post Office directories (Free) - http://www.nls.uk/family-history/directories/post-office  
 
 Scottish Post Office directories provide a perfect basis for researching family or town 
history. These annual directories include an alphabetical list of a town's or county's 
inhabitants, called a general directory, enabling you to easily find out where people lived at a 
certain time. Online you can now access 694 directories for the period 1773 to 1911, 
covering 28 of Scotland's towns and counties. The number in brackets with each place 
name is the number of directories available. Take the 'View book online' if you don't want a 
huge PDF file. 
 

� Historical directories (free) - http://www.historicaldirectories.org/hd/  
Historical Directories is a digital library of local and trade directories for England and Wales, 
from 1750 to 1919. It contains high quality reproductions of comparatively rare books, 
essential tools for research into local and genealogical history. 

� Find Free Maps - www.findfreemaps.co.uk  
 This site offers a free toolkit which allows you to draw on the maps and to insert text 
and graphics. It also allows you to instantly measure, style, colour and print finished maps or 
save them as PDFs. Having selected a map and a view, you can examine an area in which 
family members lived or create personalised maps showing, for example, the geographical 
movements of an individual family member, the distribution of different family members or 
the location of graves. You can also add information to the maps from a range of layers 
grouped under various headings including 'heritage' and 'boundaries'. 
 

� Gold Coast Family History Society  www.goldcoastfhs.org.au  
 A new Members' Interest List can be found on this website. All enquiries are secure 
and are passed onto the relevant member via the facilitators. 
 

� Parliamentary Documents etc. A to Js http://atojs.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/atojs Use it just like 
Papers Past. 

� Irish Family History Federation www.rootsireland.ie  has reduced charges (up to 30%) for 
viewing details on line for the month of November -  enquiries@rootsireland.ie 

 


