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th
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Hutt Valley Branch 
of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists 
 
 
Evening Meeting:  7.30pm 2

nd
 Thursday, February to December 

Day Meeting:  10.00am 3
rd

 Thursday, February to November 
Venue:  Petone Community Centre, 7-11 Britannia Street 
Postal Address:  PO Box 31-024, Lower Hutt 5040 
Website:  www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz  
Convenor:  Alistair Hardy  
Secretary:  Terry Stock   HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz    
Editor:   Helene Philpott  
 

COMING EVENTS (subject to change) 

09 May: 30
th

 AGM and then Anniversary Celebration 
16 May: 30

th
 Anniversary Celebration  

13 Jun: Eileen Preston, Child Youth & Family - adoption 
20 Jun: Eileen Preston, Child Youth & Family - adoption 

11 Jul: To be advised 
18 Jul: Warwick Johnston, Gear Meat Company 
 

Evening meeting Doors open 7pm. Notices begin 7.30pm. Speakers begin about 8pm 
(approx 1 hour) 

Day meeting Doors open 9.30am. Notices begin 10am. Speaker begins about 10.30am 
(approx 1 hour). Please note the library does not open until 10am. 
 

THIS MONTH'S EVENTS 

Evening Meeting -  AGM & 30
th

 Anniversary Celebrations 

Morning Meeting - 30
th

 Anniversary Celebrations 

 

THIRTY YEARS OF THE HUTT GROUP/BRANCH 

       We will be celebrating 30 years as a branch at 
both our meetings in May. 

We will have a slide show of the branch's (and 
other) photos as well as a guest or two from 'the 
good old days' 

Please come prepared to reminisce about the 

early days of the branch. 

(The cartoon is from an old Branch newsletter.) 

 

  
 

 
 

http://www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz/
http://www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz/
mailto:HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

 The annual general meeting of the Hutt Valley Branch of the New Zealand Society of 
Genealogists will be on Thursday 9 May 2013 at 7.30pm at the Community Centre, 7-11 
Britannia Street, Petone.  

The agenda for the annual general meeting is:  

1. Receipt of the branch annual report and statement of accounts;  

 The Financial Statement will be on the website this week. 

2. Set the annual subscription for the 2014-2015 year;  

3. Election of convenor, secretary, treasurer and committee members;  

4. General Business  

Note: for election as convenor, secretary, treasurer and committee, you need to be a 
member of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists (not just the branch). However branch 
only members are also welcome to participate in the work of the committee. 
 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  ARE NOW OVERDUE  
 

GENEALOGY/FAMILY HISTORY HELPERS AVAILABLE AT PETONE LIBRARY 

 10am -12pm 

On duty April to July 

 Wed May 15 - Deb Beban & Lynly Yates 

 Wed June 01 – Lois Bartlett & Bob Vine 
 Sat   June 05 -  Dawn Chambers 
 Wed June 17 – Ian Fyfe & Helen Hinton 

 Wed July 03 – Diane Stinson & Leanna Menchi 
 Sat July 06 – Janet Ketchell & Carol Ann Mason 
 Wed July 17 – Cheryl Dreaver & Avril Roberts 

 For those new to genealogy and/or who want help knocking down those brick walls, 
this is an excellent time and place to have our experts help you. Our helpers can show you 
what is available in the library and how to go about finding what you are looking for. 
 

IRISH RESEARCH DAY AND AGM 

 Saturday 25 May 2013  
 10am-3pm. AGM will be held at 12pm 
 Hutt Bridge Club Rooms, 1 Park Avenue, Avalon, Lower Hutt 
 $5 per person 

 After lunch a talk on “Irish Revision Books' by Graeme McVerry 

 Complimentary tea and coffee supplied. Please bring you lunch! 

 Microfiche, Books, CDs and personal assistance. Ancestry & FindmyPast available 
free. Please bring your own laptop and internet USB stick if you have one 

 Raffle, Givaways & Sales 

Contact: Jenny Martin  
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BEGINNERS' CORNER 

 I've always found one of the best things to do when you start is to have some  

Tools of the Trade.  

1. A small notebook. Making notes with dates is a very good way of keeping track of your 
progress. It certainly prevents unnecessary repetition and also is an instant guide as to 
where you are up to.  

2. A Clear File, begin with a 20 page one. This is a very useful, clean & safe way to store 
birth certificates, photos, letters and other documents that you collect on the way. (Unfolded 
as well) and of course  

3. A Foolscap Filing box to put all those bulky items you also come across. However 
REMEMBER to label the box with its contents.  

Warwick Johnston 
 

 

BEGINNERS' COURSES 

 Warwick Johnston is available to teach beginner genealogy. He has been teaching 
genealogy for many years for community education and has published a book on the 
subject. Sessions will be limited to groups of four or five people and include crash courses or 
more extensive beginner's courses. These are free to paid up members of the Hutt Valley 
Branch or $5 per person per session for non-members.  

 For more information on his courses and/or to purchase his book “Getting it Sorted”, 
please contact Warwick directly: warwick.johnston@clear.net.nz  

 

SPEAKER'S REVIEW 

From Island Bay to the Pyrenees 
Tricia Glensor talked about two journeys:  
First the actual journey her father Ray Glensor went on after his RAF bomber was shot down 
over France in 1942 and the diary he wrote. 
 
On 16 September 1942, Ray was a navigator in an RAF Wellington bomber (142 squadron) 
trying to get back to England after a bombing mission to Essen in Germany. The plane was 
caught in flack over Essen. 
Then, coming back near Brussels, it was fired at again and one wing and engine badly 
damaged. Four of the crew, including Ray, managed to bale out, but the pilot left it too late 
and had to crash-land the plane in a field – fortunately (in the dark) managing to find the 
only flattish piece of ground where a plane could safely land for miles around. 
 

Extract from Ray’s diary 
 

It was quite a pleasant sensation on the drop away from the plane. I fell gently away beneath 

the plane, like a bomb, keeping pace with it so that I remained beneath the escape hatch in the 

nose. I was so fascinated that I almost forgot to pull my rip cord. Almost, but not quite! 

However, when I did, I had started to somersault with the result that when I pulled the rip cord 

I was falling head first and, in opening, the shrouds of my 'chute entangled round my left knee. 

Before I realized my predicament my 'chute was open and my knee had taken the full shock of 

my sudden stop. There I was, upside down, and descending fast. I reached up and managed to 

grasp the shrouds in my hands, lift the weight of my body off my knee, and kick myself clear, 

letting myself drop so that my harness took my weight.  

 The next moment I saw the ground in the form of a white ribbon of road below me to the left, 

and at the same time realised that I was drifting backwards. Before I could do anything to 

mailto:warwick.johnston@clear.net.nz
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remedy this state of affairs, and so ensure an easy landing, I struck terra firma with my feet and 

then flat on my back with a crash that knocked me absolutely breathless. The road I had seen 

had been in a valley and I had landed upon a stony hillside. 

 Fearing there might be enough breeze to drag my 'chute I hastily slipped the 'quick release' and 

rolled sideways out of the harness. And there I lay for several minutes definitely alive but very 

doubtful about being in one piece. 

 

Second the journey Tricia and her family went on to try and find out more about Ray‟s 
wartime experiences.  

Eventually travelling to France to follow her father‟s path and meeting the last surviving 
member of the family who rescued her father, members of the crew, and helped them 
escape across the Pyrenees into Spain. 

Helene Philpott. 
 

SPEAKER'S REVIEW / BOOK REVIEW 

 

Safe Haven, The Untold Story of New Zealand's Largest Ever Military Camp, Featherston: 
1916-1919 by Neil Frances 

 

FEATHERSTON CAMP 

 Neil is the Archive Librarian at the Wairarapa Archive in Masterton. He spent five 
years researching and writing his book about Featherston Military Camp.  

 Even though he grew up in the Wairarapa, he did not realise that there was an earlier 
camp on the derelict POW camp site. Even his father who had been there never mentioned 
it. 

 Later Neil discovered that very little had been written about this camp and so he 
began his research starting with numerous trips into Wellington to Archives New Zealand 
and the National Library along with Waiouru's Kippenburger Archive. Other sources of his 
information included War dairies, postcard collections and what was published in 
newspapers. 

 It is estimated that almost 60,000 men passed through Featherston Camp during 
World War 1. It can be assumed that all the men of the 10

th
 to the 43

rd
 Reinforcements 

spent time there. 

 His book is full of photos and cartoons, maps and personal stories of men who were 
there. He writes about the origins of the camp, its planning, the massive building project and 
the shops that sprung up, the logistics of feeding so many men and horses, the training, the 
long line of marching men winding their way over the Rimutakas, the flu epidemic and finally 
its end – just about anything there is to find out about the camp and although he wasn't 
there, he knows it well. 

 After World War 1, the camp buildings were removed by tender, recycled and all but 
gone leaving only concrete foundations, curbing and an old water filter tank still visible from 
the air today. 

 The branch has bought a copy of Neil's book which can be found in the branch 
library. 

Suzanne Sutton-Cummings 
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FROM PAPERS PAST 

 I recently came across the following excerpt in a Papers Past newspaper of 1892, 
which I thought was interesting! 

 A medical officer of health recently reported to the Cookstown (Ireland) Poor Law 
Guardians that he found a man, his wife, two sons and one daughter living in a house 
containing no bed. In the same house he also found 11 pigs in the kitchen and 6 cows and 
one horse in a room off it.  

 The paper wasn't dated 1 April! 

Diane Stinson 
 

WEBSITE 
MOST POPULAR SURNAMES OF GREAT BRITAIN MAPPED 

 A team of geodata experts have created a map of the most popular surnames around 
the UK. As well as mapping the distribution of names from the electoral roll, Twitter account 
surnames have been included. The results show a marked difference between the two, with 
Twitter names diverging from national and regional stereotypes. Of electoral roll names, 
Smith dominates in England, Jones in Wales, and Scotland is dotted with Campbell‟s and 
Robertson‟s. Switch to twitter, and many more non-British names appear. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/datablog/interactive/2013/apr/22/popular-surnames-great-britain-mapped   

IMPORTANT: Navigate with the arrows top-left of the map or drag the map. Move the 
screen magnification (zoom) in and out with the + or - on the vertical slide bar. 

 DON'T TOUCH THE MOUSE WHEEL!! 

 That zooms you out to somewhere which is not above the UK. You cannot zoom back 
in and return to where you were. The "Background" slider is useful. Move it to the far left and 
the roads and cities show. Move it to the right and only see the counties. Note that you can 
see the 2nd and 3rd most common names instead. 

Susan Wilson 

 

Photo Help  

The Balclutha Branch www.balcluthagenealogy.org.nz  has a really good „Photo Help‟ page.  

I currently have five photos on their website that are there for up to three months and so far 
one has been identified. 

Helene Philpott 
 

FROM THE OUTGOING EDITOR 

 After almost 9½ half years and 103 newsletters, I now hand the reigns over to Helene 
Philpott. Thank you to all those who contributed their stories, findings, interesting bits of 
information and websites etc over the years.  

 There were months when I wondered what I was going to put into the newsletter but 
somehow I/we (the committee) always managed to think of something. I preferred doing this 
job to the treasurer's job as it was easier to come home from a day of crunching numbers to  
something completely different.  

I have learnt a lot from doing this job. Putting things in writing is a skill I worked on while 
being editor and even at work I ended up being the one who typed up notes, procedures and 
job descriptions etc. I guess that's not bad for someone who failed UE English twice! 

 All the newsletters will be on the branch's website with the updated contents page. 

Suzanne 
 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/datablog/interactive/2013/apr/22/popular-surnames-great-britain-mapped
http://www.balcluthagenealogy.org.nz/
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FAMILY HISTORY MONTHLY TALKS 

2013 
 

Find out more about the resources and services at the Alexander Turnbull 
Library and National Library that can help with your family history research 

 

12.10 - 1pm Tuesday 16 April – How the collections and databases can help you with your family history 

Do you know about the wide range of resources available to you?  Margaret Hurst, Research 
Librarian Family History, will give an overview of collections useful for family historians. 
 

12.10 - 1pm Tuesday 21 May – Search strategies: tools & tips 

Fiona Gray, Research Librarian, will share her knowledge to help you find your way around the 
Library‟s electronic resources and websites 
 

12.10 - 1pm Tuesday 18 June - Pictures for a family album  

Jenni Chrisstoffels, Research Librarian Pictorial, will give an illustrated talk showing how images 
from the Turnbull collections can be used to give context to your family history research 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Venue: Thorndon Seminar Room, Lower Ground Floor 
National Library building, cnr Molesworth & Aitken Street, Wellington 

Please note food and drink cannot be consumed in this room, 
 

Numbers limited– bookings essential. 

Please email outreach2@dia.govt.nz or phone Cellia Joe 462 3935 
 

Further talks are scheduled – see the National Library website for details www.natlib.govt.nz 
 
 

 

Photographer: Adam Maclay 1873-1955  Family under trees, probably Christchurch, ca.1915 
Reference no: 1/1-026255-G 

mailto:outreach2@dia.govt.nz
http://www.natlib.govt.nz/

