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COMING EVENTS (subject to change and confirmation closer to the event) 

06 May Evening Meeting - Sue Green - Census records, their uses and where members can use each one. 
20 May Morning Meeting - Alison Scott - City Archivist - Land information at the Hutt City Council 
27 May Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members‟ Research. 

03 Jun  Evening Meeting - Megan Ross - Manager Genealogy Research Centre Porirua Public Library 
17 Jun  Morning Meeting - Jan Walker workshop for HERITAGE 
24 Jun  Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members‟ Research. 

01 Jul   Evening Meeting - Jan Walker workshop for HERITAGE. 
15 Jul   Morning Meeting - Show and Tell. 
29 Jul   Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members‟ Research. 

05 Aug  Evening Meeting - Paul Alpe - computers. 
19 Aug  Morning Meeting - Janice Price - Research in UK. 
26 Aug  Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members‟ Research. 

02 Sep  Evening Meeting - Pen Brown - Scottish Research. 
16 Sep  Morning Meeting - Gerry Eady - UK Research. 
30 Sep  Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members‟ Research. 

07 Oct   Evening Meeting - Ian Fyfe - Switzerland. 
21 Oct   Morning Meeting - Bart Russell - World War 2. 
28 Oct   Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members‟ Research. 

04 Nov   Evening Meeting - AGM Georgina Beyer MP. 
18 Nov   Morning Meeting - William Clark - How to do Research. 
25 Nov   Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members‟ Research. 

02 Dec   Evening Meeting -  Party Time! 

RESEARCH AT THE HUTT CITY COUNCIL 

Please note there has been a change of speaker for the May 20th morning meeting. Alison Scott is the City 
Archivist from Hutt City Council. One can find lots of information on the history of the land and homes ones 
ancestors lived in.  
 

OUR NZ HERITAGE WORKSHOPS - JUNE 

The theme is on research in New Zealand and preserving your heritage.  
Bring along documents, samples of your work, queries etc 

17 June 2004 Day Meeting Groups   

 Wellington Area and the Newspapers - lead by Diana Orr 

 What to do with your Research - lead by Catherine Birch 

 Family History for the Grandchildren - lead by Molly Geeves 

 Using your Computer for NZ Research - lead by Branch members 

 Recording your data - lead by Branch members 

 Using the Microfiche Collection  - lead by Branch members 

 Using our Library - lead by Branch members
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OUR NZ HERITAGE WORKSHOPS - JULY 

The theme for the June morning meeting is 'Research in New Zealand and Preserving your Heritage.  
Bring along documents, samples of your work, queries etc. 

1 July 2004 Evening Meeting Groups 

 Militia, Military records up to Boer War- lead by Dawn Chambers 

 Nelson Area + the German settlement - lead by Lynly Yates 

 Scottish Settlers - lead by Ian Fyfe 

 Wellington Area and the Newspapers - lead by Diana Orr 

 What to do with your research - lead by Catherine Birch 

 Family History for the Grandchildren - lead by Molly Geeves 
 

CHURCH CRAWLING IN ENGLAND - Wellington Branch 

Ivan Johnson will be at the Wellington Branch Wednesday at 7:30pm on 9 June at Connelly Hall, Guilford Tce, 
Wellington talking about church crawling in England. 

Entry is only possible by purchasing a ticket costing $5.00 no later than May 28th. Our branch secretary, Deb 
Beban, has tickets if you are unable to purchase it our branch meetings. 
 

GENEALOGY SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR PORIRUA LIBRARY 

As from the 1
st
 of April 2004 the Porirua Public Library will be offering a subscription to the Genealogical 

Research Centre for non-resident/ratepayers. The cost is $45.00 for 12 months. The $3.00 per session will still 
be available. From the 1

st
 of May 2004 EVERYONE using the Centre will have to show a card or proof of 

eligibility. 

This will be:  

 Porirua Library card 

 Genealogy Research Subscription card 

 Proof of Porirua address (letter, etc.) 

 Till receipt. 

 NZSG Porirua Group discount card. 

Porirua Genealogical Research Centre also offers:  
Free Parking,  Cafe, Pleasant surroundings, A wide range of resources, Microfilm scanner/printer so you can 
put images onto a disc to take home or print out for 40 cents a copy. 

Check out our web site at www.pcc.govt.nz  
Follow the links: Art & Culture, Libraries, Services, Genealogy for a list of our latest holdings 

We are located on the corner of Norrie and Parumoana Streets by the Mega Centre in Porirua.  The Library is 
open 7 days a week and the Research Centre is staffed Monday to Saturday between 10.00am and 5 p.m. 

 

NZSG INC - LEVIN BRANCH 

Has anyone research in the Horowhenua? Did you know the Levin Branch has indexed the 'Levin Daily 
Chronicle' newspapers from 1915 to 1939, plus we have the microfilm for these years. 

Also on Card index are the 'Shannon Daily' newspapers for the years of 1921 to 1929 

We will do a search for a donation. Please include a SAE with your request. 

Email: Levin@genealogy.org.nz 
 

My Ancestors ... 

(A) Must have swum here because I can't find them in any immigration records. 
(B) Were deposited here by aliens. 
(C) Were abducted by aliens.

http://www.pcc.govt.nz/
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SPEAKERS REVIEW - Christ Church, Taita, Celebration of 150 years – 21
st

 -22
nd

 Feb 2004  

Anne Erwin, our speaker for the April evening meeting, was one of the leading organisers in the 150 year 
Celebration of Christ Church Taita. Anne is the president of the Christ Church Preservation Society. The history 
of the church is also the history of those early European pioneers to the Hutt Valley and as Anne described the 
events leading to the establishment of the church, she touched on the early settlement. Many of the families 
involved had been recruited by the New Zealand Company as pioneers for their brave new colonial experiment. 
They had arrived in the 1840s to take up land in the Hutt Valley, only to find the original area was unsuitable and 
the fledgling township was moved to Wellington. Some families however stayed in the area that later became 
Petone or moved up the valley to develop small holdings amongst the massive forests that clothed the valley.   

By the 1850s, the community of small holdings had grown, as had some of the larger enterprises. Though a 
church had been established as early as 1841 at the Petone end of the valley, the Taita community wanted and 
needed one of their own, the distance to Petone too difficult and too far for easy access. The acre of land was 
donated by Algernon Tollemache, along with half the building cost. Though wealthy enough to own land in 
Wellington and other areas of New Zealand, Tollemache obviously did not follow that New Zealand Company 
idea of replicating English Society here in New Zealand. One of his stipulations for the new church was that 
there would be no pew rentals; all were welcome to Christ‟s Church. Emily Tollemache supplied the Bibles and 
Prayer Books. 

The church is believed to have been designed by Octavius Bousfield. His name is mentioned in the newspaper 
Feb 1853 calling for tenders for the church and the plans apparently can be seen at his house in Thorndon. 
Sidney Hirst built the church. He was a Yorkshireman who had arrived in New Zealand with his wife and children 
in 1842. As a testament to his skills as a carpenter and joiner, the church was said to have been built without 
the use of nails. The wood was heart totara donated by John Daysh and pit sawn locally by Abraham Harris.  

The simple Gothic Revival timber church saw its first service on 1
st
 January 1854. The 32 families of 

parishioners came from as far away as Boulcott, though most were from the more immediate Taita area, and so 
it stayed over the years. While members of the local families stayed, others moved on to develop farms in the 
newly opening areas of the Wairarapa and the Wanganui. The valley changed developing from a rural area into 
a city.  

In 1945 the community inadvertently celebrated the church‟s centennial too early, but perhaps this mistake may 
have lead to a community awareness amongst the pioneer families. During the late 1940s, a new railway line 
was put through to Taita and cut the church off from its parish. A proposal to move the church to Stokes Valley 
in 1950 aroused public opposition, and saw the formation of the Christ Church Preservation Society and later 
lead the government in 1954 to establish the New Zealand Historic Places Trust. Though the opening of a new 
church, St Mathew‟s, in Taita saw the lost of the local parishioners, the Preservation Society has managed and 
maintained the church. This has involved the simpler erection of a new front entrance, to the whole 
refurbishment of the church after the disastrous 1989 fire. More recent preparation for the sesqui-centennial has 
seen the graveyard cleared, damaged graves fixed, a new back fence erected and the church re-carpeted. The 
installation of flood lighting has provided better security as well as a delightful evening advertisement.  

In preparation for the celebrations, a history of the church was prepared. It was fitting that a church that helped 
start the Historic Places Act, should have its launch at the heart of that Society, Antrim House. Anne‟s son, Mike 
Erwin, is the author.      

The steering committee for 150 year celebration was determined to connect the various factions of its history in 
the celebrations. On the Saturday morning down on Petone beach, the re-enactment of the original landing took 
place. Unfortunately the appalling weather spoilt this and many of the other activities of the day. The Maori 
warriors sensibly used large coloured blankets as cloaks to beat the cold as they helped unload the „settlers‟ 
from the row boats. From Wellington, a steam train ran to bring folks out to the church. Stories of the early 
settlers were retold. A special Antique Road Show was presented. Our branch of the NZ Genealogy Society was 
there. Local school choirs sung.  

The church service on Sunday in acknowledging the massive storms and floods that had beset New Zealand 
over the previous week reminded all present that the pioneers who established the church also had to deal with 
ravages of nature.  

For those thinking of being involved in such an event, Anne‟s speech covered in detail the enormous 
organisation that made the sesquicentennial weekend such a success. However for the rest of the audience, 
perhaps the thing we will retain is the way the Society has put the church on the map, figuratively and literally. 
Large brown road signs now show the way to Christ Church. We know where it is and what it stands for.  

For more information - www.christ-church.org.nz  

submitted by Bobbie Amyes 

 

http://www.christ-church.org.nz/
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SPEAKERS REVIEW - Sue Greene councillor of NZSG, chair Otaki branch 

Sue spoke about the benefits of belonging to NZSG and she talked us through how to use the NZSG to our 
advantage.  

Using a real couple, she showed how they fitted in on a real chart and she filled in their family tree details using 
imaginary family members. Using the bride and groom contact, she wed her couple. Using school records she 
traced children etc. She showed how the CDs can help with cemeteries, and first families.  

Those of us who belong to the NZSG followed and learnt even more of the services which NZSG offer and how 
the officers reply to our requests. Showing certs as found at the "Strays and more" officer while still holding onto 
the story of the original couple Sue took us to the ending of the saga.  

Many of our members spoke later to Sue on how to join NZSG since they now understood the benefits.  

Some of us had never used the officers in charge as they didn't know the wonderful turn of events that could 
come by tracing the tree with what's available at NZSG.  

Sue used us as guinea pigs, her talk will be the one she does at the Hastings conference at QBD.  

submitted by Sandra Greig 
 

NEW RECORDS ADDED TO THE NATIONAL ARCHIVIST ONLINE - source of  original documents online 

Military Records  
Harts Army List 1840, 1888, Peninsular Medal Roll 1793 - 1814, Waterloo Roll Call 1815  

British Colonies 
Bengal Civil Service Graduation List 1869, Directories and Professionals, Dental Surgeons Directory 1925, 
Grenadier Guards 1656 - 1874 

Coming next and new online 
The Clergy List 1896, Kelly‟s Handbook (to the titled, landed & official classes) 1901, Harts Army List 1868,  
Official Army List 1798, Phillimore How to Write the History of a family, Parish Registers from 1538, The Indian 
Office List 1933, The East India Company‟s Commercial Marine Service Pensions List 1797 - 1833 

The Archives 
Estate Duty Office Indexes to Death Duty Registers 1796 to 1903, English and Welsh Wills to 1847, Admons to 
1857, Registers of Births, Marriages and Deaths at Sea 1854 to 1890, Index to Divorce and Matrimonial Causes 
1858 to 1903, Register of Names of Passport Applications 1851 to 1903, Waterloo Roll Call 1815,  

You can search the database for FREE, view images from as little as 20 UK pence (approx. 32 US cents) and 
save and print your copy. If you have already paid to view an image you can view it again without any further 
charge. 

Log in at http://www.nationalarchivist.com/login.cfm 

The National Archivist is part of Trusted Third Party Ltd, UK registered company 3745789. For any further 
enquiries, please email us. 
 

 
FREE  PASSAGE. 

EMIGRATION  to  NEW  ZEALAND            

 The Directors of the New Zealand Land 

Company hereby give notice that they are ready to 

receive applications for a  Free  Passage to their 

FIRST and PRINCIPAL SETTLEMENT, from Mechanics, 

Gardeners, and Agricultural Labourers, being 

married,  and  not  exceeding  30  years of  age. 

Strict inquiry will be made as to qualifications and 

character.   The  Company's  Emigrant  Ships  will 

sail from England early in September next. 

 Further particulars and printed forms of appli-
cation may be obtained at the Company's Offices. 
 By order of the Directors, 
 JOHN WARD, Secretary. 
No. 1 Adam street, Adelphi, 
 June 15, 1839. 
 

http://www.nationalarchivist.com/login.cfm
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FROM THE FOG OF WAR - submitted by Mike Guest 

Following on from last months “News & Views” article about the First World War I would like to share some of 
my findings about two Army men who served in France & Flanders. Had these young men survived they would 
have become my great uncles. 

Background and Family History 
As a child I was well aware of the deaths of my grandmother and grandfather‟s respective brother‟s, Nan's 
brother “CHARLIE” was in the East Surrey Regiment and was killed at Passchendaele while granddad‟s brother 
WALTER was with the Royal Engineers and “was also killed over there”. 

Any mention of the First World War in Nan's presence and the company were reminded of the family‟s loss. 

ELIZABETH MAY DUNCOMBE & ALFRED STAMP were married on the 7th of November 1918, Gunner 
STAMP Royal Marines Artillery having special leave to do so & also getting an increase in “ allowance & 
allotment” this being stamped on Nan & granddad‟s marriage certificate.  

The wedding took place 4 days before the end of the war, the Armistice being signed at the 11th hour, of the 
11th day, of the 11th month, 1918. 

Was ALF back with his gun crew or still on leave when hostilities ceased? 

You can imagine the new Mrs. STAMP would have been delirious with relief, BESSIE was not to be a war widow 
like thousands of others. Neither, like her sister DOROTHY, was she to remain a spinster, again like tens of 
thousands of other women of here generation across Europe, their potential husbands were in graves. 

ELIZABETH & ALFRED‟S union was blessed with children with their first son being born at home on March 3
rd

 
1920. WALLY was named in honour of his two fallen uncles However, the initials proved to be irritating over the 
years being W. C. STAMP! 

Research 
At a “Research Weekend” held by the Hutt Valley Branch I noted that a guest presenter, Mr. Howard 
Chamberlain, had copies of “Soldiers died in the Great War 1914-18”. Each volume covered a particular British 
regiment or Corps and by consulting the two relevant books I found that ARTHUR C. DUNCOMBE had been “ 
Killed in Action” and WALTER STAMP had “Died”.  

Died indicated disease as opposed to “Died of wounds” as stated in the books. 

The date of the death was recorded as well as the service number of each man. 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) accepted the Hutt Valley Branch invitation to come 
along and give us a talk about their work. This was in April 1998, well before their web site being launched. 

(See below for web site details and the Branch library holdings for video). 

From this talk I learnt that one could submit names to their Wellington office for the victims of all wars since 
WWI. The talk also impressed upon me that if there was no body then the fallen were named on one of the 
many monuments scattered about France and Flanders. The Menin Gate at Ypres being one of the most 
predominant. At that time I had a lead from an uncle that CHARLIE DUNCOMBE‟S name appeared here. 

Within the week I was along to Lambton Quay at the office of CWGC with my list of three! About a fortnight later 
I received a package back containing not only the individuals details but also maps showing the precise 
locations of two graves plus detailed directions as to how to get to each location from the nearest large town.  

I was very impressed by the service. 

Details received from CWGC 

Casualty Detail 
Rank: Private 
Initials: A C 
Surname: DUNCOMBE 
Forenames: ARTHUR CHARLES 
Unit Text:  8th Bn 
Regiment:  East Surrey Regiment 
Service No: 2019 
Age:  22 
Date of Death: 12

th
 October 1917 

Grave Ref: XLII. F. 15. 
Cemetery:  Poelcapelle British CemeteryLangemark- Poelkapelle, West-V.  Belgium. 
Additional Information: Son of ARTHUR JAMES & ELIZABETH JANE DUNCOMBE, of 162 Beechcroft, Upper 
Tooting, London. 

Original Register Text: DUNCOMBE, Pte ARTHUR CHARLES. 2019.  
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8
th
 Bn East Surrey Regt. 12

th
 Oct 1917; Age 22.  Son of ARTHUR JAMES & ELIZABETH JANE DUNCOMBE, 

of 162 Beechcroft, Upper Tooting, London. XLII. F. 15. 

Cemetery Location Information: Poelcapelle British Cemetery is located 10 kilometers north east of Leper 
(Ypres) town centre on the Brugseweg (N313), a road connecting Leper to Brugge. Two streets connect Leper 
town centre onto Brugseweg; Torhoutstraat leads from the market square onto the Kalfvaartstraat. At the end of 
Kalfvaartstraat is a large junction, on which Brugseweg is the first right hand turning. The cemetery itself lies 10 
kilometers along the Brugseweg on the right hand side of the road after passing through the village of 
Poelkapelle. 

You can see there is also genealogical information here as well as military. 

Seeing “CHARLIE” in the fog of war. 

ARTHUR CHARLES DUNCOMBE was killed in action in the third battle of Ypres on 12th October. This was the 
battle for Passchendaele. Thousands of men died here, equally as many drowned as were hit by bullet or 
shrapnel. The front line was shell hole upon shell hole, the drainage and river courses were blown to kingdom 
come and consistent rain filled the holes and turned the earth into glutinous mud. It took two or three men to pull 
one out, if the unfortunate was lucky enough to be seen falling in, those not seen, simply disappeared. Worst of 
all was trying to pull a pack laden Tommie out when alone and not having the strength to fight against the all-
sucking mud. 70,000 casualties in 26 days for very limited gains of ground. 

" My God, did we really send men to fight in that?” was the exasperated question uttered through tears by 
General Kiggell when first seeing the approaches to front line. The reply he received was “It gets worse further 
up”. Were these tears of guilt from one of those responsible for ordering men to their certain death in impossible 
conditions? 

Being in the artillery kept my grandfather relatively safe unlike brother WALTER, who was a Pioneer & 
prospective brother-in-law CHARLIE, they were called “ Poor bloody Infantry” by the artillerymen and other 
Corps that were spared “ Going over the top”.  

Our two who were in the “ trenches”, do not imagine a neatly timbered trench with regulation sandbags uniformly 
arranged along the top. Most of the front line killing was taking place from water filled shell holes to mud filled 
holes that passed for a trench.  

The first world war in France and Belgium was an artillery dual, one of the prime duties placed on the artillery 
was to target the enemies guns, ALF was no stranger to being on the receiving end of a bombardment. High 
explosive, shrapnel shells that would either explode on impact or air burst both filling the air with hundreds of 
flying half-inch ball bearings.  

Then there were the gas shells they would crash to earth then “ plop”. When first encountered most men 
thought they were duds, the foul smell was not initially recognised as a sign of danger, there were plenty of other 
obnoxious smells around such as decomposing bodies of horses and men. The insidious gas attacked the soft 
flesh, eyes, lungs, it went right through clothing causing huge blisters to form below the arms, over the body and 
behind the knees. 

Reading 
The preceding insight has been gleaned from reading many, many books about the war, especially about the 
time of Passchendaele.  

'Forgotten Victory' by G. Sheffield I found very informative as was 'Passchendaele the Sacrificial Ground' by N. 
Steel & P. Hart. However, what I found the most interesting were the individual accounts by soldiers that took 
part in the battle. 

Death Certificate 
I was aware of the English birth, marriage and death Miscellaneous Index held at the National Library, indeed I 
had taken note of my two great uncles details, however, I had not followed up this line of research until 2002. 

Initially I was disappointed when receiving CHARLIE‟S death certificate, reading across the page were details I 
already had, however, in the last entry where “Cause of death” was recorded was stated “Death Presumed”! 

This statement was contrary to all that I understood about the issue of a death certificate, NO BODY! Likewise, 
how could there be a grave without a body given the CWGC rules. A little thinking solved this conundrum. Given 
the conditions of the battle as mentioned CHARLIE was “lost” and a death certificate issued then later his body 
was recovered. Now this is a presumption, as I have no dates on when the certificate was issued or when the 
interment took place. A search at the PRO at Kew may reveal a war diary or indeed a service record to prove 
the case. When ordering the certificate I had in mind closure to CHARLIE‟S file, thinking the cause of death may 
of recorded “Shot” or “killed by shrapnel” etc, instead the file is still open for further research!
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Walter Stamp 

Following the same path with WALTER armed with the knowledge he served with the Royal Engineers, indeed 
his cap badge proved that in a photograph of him in uniform. Other than his age the information from CWGC 
about WALTER had no other genealogical tips, just the military and cemetery details which was enlightening at 
the time. 

Seeing “WALTER” in the fog of war. 

Being a Pioneer meant that you were expected to build roads, trenches and defences and carry a rifle and fight 
when the need arose.  

CWGC informed us WALTER was in the 126
th
 Field Company. To date I have not found a reference to this 

company in any of my reading, however, when composing this article I typed the detail into “goggle” and behold 
back came a result, placing the details straight into my “favourites”.  

126
th
  were attached to the 21

st
 Division in March 1915 and sailed to France in September of that year and it 

appears stayed with them until the end. 

Reading 
By using “links” I discovered their war history showing the battle honours and locations and also found there is 
no written history. Never the less, this list has given a start point to seek out books that refer to these battles and 
locations as there may be a mention of the 126

th
 or the 21

st
. 

I had best hurry up and finish so I can get to the library! 

Death Certificate 
No, not another conundrum just lots more research required and definitely a trip to Kew! WALTER died of 
“Inflammation of the lungs WHILST A PRISONER OF WAR”! 

Conclusion 
Whilst I hope you have enjoyed this snippet of my family history I also trust it has informed and enthused you as 
well. I would suggest you take advantage of our Branch activities as I have mentioned (speakers and research 
days), this also extends to the Society activities and The Genealogist. 

Also as mentioned in last months News & Views the CWGC is now freely available at your finger tips, no need 
rushing off to Wellington these days. (www.cwgc.org). 

Finally, always seek out ALL the sources available to your research, what you think will only verify what you 
already have can open up a whole new line of research. 

CAN? Open up? ………… I‟ll leave you to think about it. 
 

WAR RECORDS ON THE NZSG INDEX 

There is an index of Historical, Boer and WW2 graves on the NZSG Index versions 2 and 3 and there should be 
a hard copy in the Library. Archives did also have a copy of the disk. The Index was prepared by members of 
the Hutt Valley Branch. 

My apologies to those who laboured long and  hard to put these records on disc, for forgetting to check and 
mention these CDs and thank you Jan Walker for drawing my attention to it. 
 

FINDING PASSENGER LISTS 

The NZSG CDs have 'Shipping List Records' Victoria (Aust) to New Zealand Passenger Record' and 'Pandora's 
Box' . They are both good places to start when matching passengers to their immigrant ship. 

The National Archives have all assisted passengers listed in their card index system right up to the beginning of 
WW1. To find persons who paid their own way, one needs to search the newspapers at the Alexander Turnbull 
Library. 
 

TRAVELLING TO NEW ZEALAND BY SHIP 

Most of the early migrant ships travelled non-stop to New Zealand spending an average of 100 days without 
seeing land.  Hardly any of the migrants would have been to sea before. It is probably just as well they could not 
change their mind. There were some who embarked in London that were so sick on the voyage down the 
English Channel that they abandoned the ship when it called at Plymouth and lost their passage money. 

Fortunately sea-sickness did wear off and the passengers did get used to getting tossed about by the sea.
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THE CLASS SYSTEM ON THE SHIP 

The captain held the highest status on the ship even if on land he was nobody. The cabin passengers also had 
the best posies on the ship. The poop deck was at the stern and it was the highest deck. The captain and cabin 
passengers had sole right to roam this strategic point which looked down on the steerage (i.e. assisted, 3rd 
class) passengers who were only allowed on the lower deck which would have been a larger area but over 
crowded. The lower deck was at or below the waterline and steerage accommodation was under this deck but 
above the hold. 

The first and second class cabins were often built under the poop deck. This was the driest accommodation 
available. Steerage passengers were in a large open area with little or no privacy. This was often a temporary 
and shoddily built area for passengers to be converted back for cargo for the return journey. Second class and 
steerage passengers could not enter the first class cabins but it was quite all right for the first class passengers 
to go wherever they pleased on the ship uninvited. 

One's status was established by their ticket which was purchased or allocated for the journey. The odd 
stowaway that managed to get aboard without a ticket was kicked around by everyone including steerage and 
the crew. 

Cabin passengers also had the privilege of having their names listed in the local newspaper upon arrival. 
 

RECOMMENDED READING 

The Immigrants - The Great Migration from Britain to New Zealand 1830-1890' written by Tony Simpson, first 
published in 1997 

Recently I bought the above mentioned book which is written by a Wellingtonian. Wanting to find similar books 
on the  subject, I looked up the catalogue number for my book at the public library and found a few other 
interesting books. The following three books all attack the subject of immigration differently but also rely a lot on 
shipboard dairies as their primary source documents.... Ed. 

Sailing to Australia - Shipboard Dairies by Nineteenth-Century British Emigrants by Andrew Hussam 

The Heather and the Fern - Scottish Migration and New Zealand Settlement by Tom Brooking & Jennie 
Coleman 

The Long Farewell - Settlers under Sail by Don Charlwood 

The Summer Ships - being an account of the first six ships out from England to New Zealand by the Canterbury 
Association in 1850-1851 by Colin Amodeo, first published in 2000 (contains passenger lists) 

White Wings - Immigrant Ships to New Zealand 1840-1902 by Henry Brett 

This last book is in the branch library and is an abridged version of the original 2 volumes (which have many 
mistakes). It was written by a journalist who was often amongst the first to get on board newly arrived ships to 
get his scoop for his newspaper. The branch also has the original 2 volumes on microfiche. I found that once I 
got my head around the shipping terminology, it was like reading a book full of short and interesting stories. 
 

FINAL NOTE FOR THE MONTH 

Any contributions to the newsletters for May need to be received by the editor by the next committee 
meeting/research evening which is Thursday 27 May. Next month I will continue with the subject of emigration. 

Thank you to all those who have contributed to this month's 'News and Views'. 
 

HEREDITY (from Grandpa Tucker) - www.grandpatucker.com) 

I saw a duck the other day. 
It had the feet of my Aunt Faye. 
Then it walked, was heading South. 
It waddled like my Uncle Ralph. 

And when it turned, I must propose, 
Its bill was formed like Aunt Jane's nose. 
I thought, "Oh, no! It's just my luck, 
Someday I'll look just like a duck!" 

I sobbed to Mom about my fears, 
And she said, "Honey, dry your tears. 
You look like me, so walk with pride. 
Those folks are all from Daddy's side."  

http://www.grandpatucker.com/

