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News & Views June 2009, 27
th

 Year 

Issue 268 

Hutt Valley Branch 
of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists Inc. 
 
 
Evening Meeting   7.30pm 2

nd
 Thursday, February to December 

Day Meeting:   9.30am, 3
rd

 Thursday, February to November 
Venue:   Petone Community Centre, 7-11 Britannia Street 
Postal Address:   PO Box 31-024, Lower Hutt  
Website:   www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz  
Convenor:   Janice Price  
Secretary:   Deb Beban HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz 
Editor:            Suzanne Cummings  sjsc@clear.net.nz 

COMING EVENTS 

11 Jun: Clarke Stiles (from ATL) – 'Papers Past' - delivering NZ's newspapers 
18 Jun: Morning Bus trip to “NZ Film Archive” where we will be welcomed by Steve Russell 

and Archive staff 

09 Jul: Warwick Johnston – Lower Hutt's lost Cemeteries & how we deal with them 
16 Jul: Library Researching the CD and Scrapbook resources of the Hutt Branch NZSG at 

Petone Library by Deborah Beban and Lois Bartlett 

13 Aug: Gazettes and Government publications - Dawn Chambers 
20 Aug: To be advised 

 

Evening meeting doors open 7 pm notices begin 7.30 pm speakers begin about 8 pm 
(approx 1 hour) 

Day meeting doors open 9.30 am notices begin 10 am speaker begin about 10.30 am 
(approx 1 hour). Please note the Library does not open until 10am. 
 

 

THIS MONTH'S DAY EVENT 

18 June 2009 Day meeting - Morning bus trip to NZ Film Archive at 84 Taranaki Street 
Wellington, phone 384 7647 website www.filmarchive.org.nz  

The bus will depart Petone Wharf 9am sharp arriving 9.30am at the NZ Film Archive 

Steve Russell and staff will be there to welcome you. Bus is limited to 45 people. If you can't 
get to a meeting and still want to go, please contact Deb (details above) 

The return bus trip will depart NZ Film Archive at 11.30am sharp arriving back at Petone 
Wharf around 12pm. Cost $6 for return bus trip is to be paid in full before departure please 
make sure your name is on the list. 

 
NOTE: There will be no daytime meeting at Petone Community Centre on 18 June 
 

 

 

http://www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz/
http://www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz/
mailto:HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz
http://www.filmarchive.org.nz/
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PETONE MAYOR STUDY 
Object - To promote the study of family history, genealogy and kindred subjects 

At the February committee meeting, the Hutt Branch committee agreed to start researching 
the genealogy of a former Petone Mayor and report our findings to members at the monthly 
meetings during the year. This way we could show new members how to research and give 
other branch members the chance to share their research skills and knowledge. 

For the first month our Branch Secretary Deb began to research with Annie's birth 
registration in the UK and the census records which gave information on her parents.  

Another committee member Carol Ann located information on the Dictionary of New Zealand 
Biography website about Annie. Deb set about confirming some of the details in the 2 page 
document.  

Lynly looked up marriage and death records which included intentions to marry, cemetery 
and parish records and her obituary.  

Graeme McVerry also found out a lot by exploring shipping lists of both Annie's family and 
the family of her husband.  
 

COMMITTEE 2009/10 

Janice Price - Convenor Carol-Ann Mason - Membership/Website 

Deb Deban - Secretary Graeme McVerry - Library/Projects 

Suzanne Cummings - Treasurer/Newsletter Graham Price – Chief librarian 

Jim Fitzmaurice  Diane Stinson - Daytime speaker hostess 

Alistair Hardy - Assistant Treasurer Lynly Yates - Speakers 
 

VOLUNTEERS AT PETONE LIBRARY NEEDED 
Volunteers are needed to go on a roster to assist the general public with genealogy enquires 
at the Heritage Centre, Petone Library, starting July. If you are wish to help but not able to 
get to a branch meeting to add your name to the list please contact secretary Deb, contact 
details on the front page of the newsletter 

Days and hours required are as follows: 

 Wednesday morning 10-12 on a weekly basis  

 Weekends, on a monthly basis; day and time yet to be decided. 

 

NEW MEMBERSHIP CARDS 

Nobody can borrow from our resources without the new blue membership card which will be 
available for collection at our meeting on Thursday. Membership cards must be shown to the 
Petone Library staff if members wish to borrow our own branch resources outside branch 
meeting hours! 

Research can be undertaken 7 days a week at the Petone Library during their opening 
hours. Opening hours are 10:00 am to 5:30pm. The Petone library has plenty of long-term 
parking. The NZSG Hutt branch library books will only be able to be taken out by branch 
members. 
 

2009 SPEAKERS PROGRAMME - WE WELCOME BRANCH MEMBERS IDEAS 

Please let Lynly or your committee know if you or any members of the Hutt Branch would 
like to give a presentation and/or if anyone has a particular speaker they would like us to 
invite to talk at our branch meetings 
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NEW IN THE LIBRARY 

 KelvinGrove (Palmerston North) Cemetery Burials and headstone Inscriptions CD 

 Whakapapa An introduction to researching Maori and Pakeha-Maori families, their 
history, heritage and culture – published by the Maori interest group NZSG 2006 

STOP PRESS 

 NZSG V5 CD (Library edition) and New Zealand Burial Locater V2 now on the stand 
alone computer which is situated near Hutt Valley Genealogy library shelves in the 
Heritage Centre, Petone library. Happy searching! 

 

WHAKAPAPA RESEARCH : MY EXPERIENCE 
Tena koutou 
As part of our Matariki celebrations, we are are pleased to host Rupene Waaka, of Te 
Wananga o Raukawa who will speak on Whakapapa research : my experience 
Central Library 
Wellington City Libraries 
Second Floor 
Saturday 13 June 2009 
11 am  No fee 
Nau mai, haere mai : all interested persons kindly welcome. Join with us to explore old/new 
resources and share your experiences. Nga mihi 
 
Ann Reweti 
ALIANZA, RLIANZA 
BD Customer Specialist, Maori 
Te Matapihi ki te Ao Nui 
Wellington City Libraries 
PO Box 1992 
ph: (04) 801-4112 
email: ann.reweti@wcc.govt.nz  
 
Whaia te iti kahurangi Ki te tuohu koe, me he maunga teitei 
 

WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? SERIES 6  

Starting on Prime Friday 12 June 2009 at 8.35pm 

Celebrities in this series include: Rory Bremner, Fiona Bruce, Rick Stein, Zoë Wanamaker 
and Kevin Whately. The first episode is about Rick Stein. 
 

NOBODY'S CHILD (conclusion) by Suzanne Cummings 

And so, when my mother was 41 years old, we finally met my mother's mother. And we all 
lived happily ever after. The End. 

Well that is what fairy tales are about..... they all have to have a happy ending or else 
children's bedtime stories will result in bad dreams. In real life, the reality is often quite 
different.  

As a child, my mother was left to her own devices while her foster parents were socialising. 
She had a lot of time, an only child, to live in her own little world and imagine her mother was 
like a princess – rich and beautiful - and her father, the handsome prince. This is probably 
what kept her going. 

Her mother was nobody extraordinary, certainly not what she imagined. It was extremely 
difficult for her and her brothers to accept this woman who had 'abandoned' them and 
denied their existance. Their father had indeed died and was not a person to be proud of – 

mailto:ann.reweti@wcc.govt.nz
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another disappointment having grown up feeling very insecure and still looking for a father 
figure. 

Our family now included a huge number of new-found uncles, aunts and cousins. They 
found us a bit of a curiosity at first, seeing a lot of familiar traits. We also found them just as 
intriguing. Those of them, who wanted to know us, came to accept us as part of the family. 

My new grandmother and I got on very well and that did not wash well with my mother. 

When Gran was widowed a couple of years later, I left home to go and stay with her on the 
Kapiti Coast until she eventually moved down South to be closer to her new family. My 
mother later died of cancer at the age of 54. 

It is only recently that I have realised how much my mother missed out on, being cut off from 
her family for so long. Circumstances were such that she was probably much better off 
being put up for adoption but it is a pity that she was not adopted and when she was eight 
days old. The damage may have already been done by the time the Harrises took her in. 

I have inherited the letter sent to my mother in 1960. It has a reference number and shows 
that Child Welfare had files on these 'state orphans' and knew a lot more than they were 
letting on. My mother's file is one I would dearly love to get my hands on! 
 

 

 

WHAT DO I DO WITH ALL THIS STUFF? (continued) - by Ken Scadden 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

Most people have shoe-boxes or other containers full of family photos and negatives 
up in the wardrobe and more in photo albums. Often they are not identified as to the 
people or event involved. The answer to the question, 'What do I do with this stuff?' is 
get them organised! 

Sorting 

The first task is to get them sorted into categories. Firstly by type 

Some general rules for sorting 

 With photos and negatives which obviously belong togather, label the negatives and 
store them separately, preferably off site in case of disaster. 

 Do not initially discard any photos if you don't know who the people are. 

 Keep photos which are from the same event e.g. A wedding, together. 
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Labelling 

The second step in preserving your photographs is to ensure all photographs are labelled, 
so future family members will not be scrambling around, trying to guess who is represented 
in the images. If at all possible label the photographs in the albums on the album page 
rather than on the back of the photograhp, but if necessary, use a soft pencil, such as a 2B 
and write near the edge. Ideally you should record who is in the photograph, where and 
when it was taken, and who the photographer was. 

Identifying Photographs 

It is obviously easier if the photos are in an album, all nicely named and dated but it is often 
not the case. Even an incomplete name like 'Aunty Ethel' at least gives a clue. 

Ask elderly relatives who the subject or the event in the photo might be? 

Look for family resemblances, although with black and white or sepia photos created up till 
after World War II, this is not always easy. 

Take along copies of group photos to your elderly relatives and write the names of the 
individuals on the photocopy using your own code. Do not write the names or information 
about the photo on the actual print unless it is mounted on board. 

Cabinet photos and carte de visits are very useful in that they usually have the names of the 
photographer either on the bottom of the card or on the reserve. 

Carte de visits preceded cabinet photos but the former fell from favour. As Bill Main states in 
his book Facing an Era, cabinet photos 'were nearly three times bigger than the cdv, and 
found favour with women because the large print allowed the intricate detail of their dresses 
to be shown. It also ushered in the retouching desk as an essential addition to the 
photographer's bag of tricks. Removing wrinkles and skin blemishes with a soft pencil on a 
glass plate negative was a very skilled operation and remained an essential ingredient of 
portrait photography until the 'warts and all' approach to portraiture came into vogue in the 
1970s. 

A bit of research in the increasing number of reference books on the subject may give 
the dates when a photographer was working in a particular location or between each 
dates they were in partnership with other photographers. 

The backdrops of individual photographers were often the same for a period of time 
and only changed when fashion dictated or when they could afford to change it. 
Decor ranged from ornate chairs and tables through to rustic furniture. False stone 
columns and balustrades were carefully positioned against canvas backdrops which 
suggested a residence in spacious grounds. In the 1890s when there was a fashion to 
dress children in sailor suits, appropriate props of masts and rigging were created to 
provide suitable ambience. 

Even if the mount containing the photographer's name is missing, by consulting other  
photographs by an identified photographer, you may be able to identify at least who took 
the image. 

Look at the photograph what does it tell you? 

With both photographs and postcards there are often clues to the people portrayed 

even if they are not identified. 

 What are they wearing?  

This may give a clue as to their class and the date. 

 Are they in uniform? 

What type of uniform? 

Do they have badges of rank or regimental badges? 

What shipping company or tramway company do they work for? 

 Are there buildings that can still be identified by members of the family? 
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 Are they wearing jewellery? 

Rings on women can date the photo to either before or after a person was 
married. Are they wearing distinctive cameos, lockets or pendants which still remain 
in the family? 

 Does any of the furniture in the room, paintings on the walls or other items of 
decor survive in the family? 

Handling 

Old photographs require more careful handling. 

Our fingertips are coated in oils and they quickly damage the surface of 
photographs, as well as contributing to their fading. In the archives we use cotton 
gloves when handling photographs, but if you do not have such gloves, try to handle only 
the borders of the photographs. 

If the photographs are damaged or torn, it is probably best not to try and fix them 
yourselves. Most commonly available adhesives - sticky tape and masking tape- will 
cause far worse problems, as they stain badly as they age. Keep the pieces of a torn 
photograph in a separate folder to preserve them and have a digital copy made. 

Most photographers can easily patch tears and rips digitally by using programs such 
as Photoshop. and can print you fresh copies which in many cases are better than the 
original! 

Storage 

Most of us store our photographs in albums - the best are very good places for 
photographs, but the worse are very bad. The good albums are those that have acid 
free clear plastic sleeves or corner cuts allowing the photographs to easily and safely be 
removed. 

Do not use "magnetic" albums. They have sticky cardboard pages with plastic sleeves 
that adhere to the page after the photographs have been placed on them. 

The adhesive on the page will damage your photographs. If you have used such an 
album in the past and the photographs are stuck fast do not try to remove them as 
they are very difficult to remove without damage. Seek specialist help from a 
conservator and perhaps scan them before removal takes place just in case! 

Incidentally I have found a solution for those magnetic albums... just remember to 
remove the photos first!! 

In manuscript libraries and archives they tend to store photographs in plastic 
sleeves, especially designed for their preservation qualities. Most photography stores 
can access these materials and if you have a large number of photographs to store this is 
an option you should investigate. 

If you have a number of old negatives to store it pays to obtain some acid free 
negative sleeves from your photography shop. It makes storage and labelling a lot 
easier. It is also a good idea to store these separately from the prints, as a back up in 
case of disaster. Make sure that they are clearly labelled however, as to what date they 
were taken and the event they relate to. 

Most of us like to display our old photographs, and share them among family 
members. The easiest way to do that is to make high quality scans, then have your 
photography shop print them onto good photographic paper. Hanging the original 
places them at threat, as exposure to sunlight rapidly deteriorates the quality of the 
image. Similarly, photographs hung above fireplaces or heaters can be damaged by 
smoke and/or high temperatures. 

Only after World War II did colour photography become available and popular. 

You will have noticed that many of your colour photos from the 1950s onwards are 
suffering from bad fading of the colours. Essentially nothing can be done to halt this 
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process but by scanning the photos the images can be saved indefinitely by Photo-
shopping them and migrationand migration. 

If you are still using traditional 35mm film, be aware that a lot of the 24 hour photo 
outlets do not wash the negatives and prints very well. Without proper washing 
chemical residue can be left behind and can cause deterioration over time. 

Digital Photographs 

If making digital copies, bear in mind these should not be thought of as being 
archived. Most people burn their scanned images, and their born-digital photographs, 
onto CDs. These are not a long-term storage option. Many photographers have found 
that five year old images are no longer retrievable. The best option for long-term 
storage is to make back up copies onto an external hard drive and to make prints of 
your favourite images. It is best to keep the external hard drive in a different location to 
your computer, in case of damage from flood or fire. 

Photographs like cool, dark and dry conditions ideally, conditions that are hard to 
provide in most family homes. Do not store them in boxes in the garage or in a shed - 
these usually become very hot overt summer - or in hot water cupboards, as they 

are also warm and humid - ideal for growing mould, not so good at preserving 
photographs. 

With the digital photos you are creating today, don't be afraid to cull them regularly. 
Photography has never been as affordable as it is today but don't overwhelm your 
descendents with heaps of second rate photos! 

The value of photographs as a tool for your genealogical research cannot be overstated. 

You may be lucky to have various types of photos. Her are some examples: 

 Daguerrotypes 
 Callotypes 
 Ambrotypes 
 Tintypes 
 Cabinet photos 
 Carte de Visits 
 Dead baby photos 

You may be unlucky to have: 

 Colour Slides 
 Polaroids 

And two final words on photographs, make sure you have identified the photographs that 
you have taken so as not to give your descendants the same headache that your relatives 
have given you. If you do have copies of all your family dociments and images on your 
computer, make sure that someone responsible has your password in case something 
unforseen happens. 

 see also AFFHO congress preceedings 2009 (in our library) 
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ON THE INTERNET

 Census of Ireland 1911 - Donegal, Cork, Galway, Wexford and King’s County (Offaly) 
are the latest batch of counties to be made available on the National Archives of 
Ireland website. Antrim, Down, Dublin, Kerry are also available. 
http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/ 

 

 You may have heard that Geocities will be closing down later this year 
(2009). There are many genealogy sites on Geocities, and sadly, many of 
these sites may be lost if the webmasters don't move the sites to a new 
location. Yahoo is not notifying anyone about this by e-mail and many 
webmasters have not updated their sites in years, so--more likely than 
not--are not even aware the pages they have posted will be lost. 
 
You or someone you know may have genealogy information posted on a Geocities 
site. USGenWeb & Rootsweb also have had links to Geocities sites. Please 
help spread the word so genealogy websites won't be 
lost-- 
 
http://ancestorsearch.blogspot.com/2009/04/my-genealogy-site-is-on-geocities 
-now_29.html 
http://ancestorsearch.blogspot.com/2009/05/my-genealogy-site-is-on-geocities 
-now.html 
http://ancestorsearch.blogspot.com/2009/05/my-genealogy-site-is-on-geocities 
-now_05.html 

 

 UK Census Maps From 1871 now online - 
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2009/06/uk-census-maps-from-1871-now-online.html  

 At the Cassini Maps site, you can: 

 Find any location in England and Wales  
 Create your own personalised maps centred on this point  
 Explore how the landscape has changed over time  
 Understand the world your ancestors inhabited  
 Discover long-lost place names, villages, mills, woodlands, mines, railways, 

canals, farms... 

The maps are free to view online and you can search by postcode, place name, parish and 
district name. There is a charge to download the maps. 
http://www.cassinimaps.co.uk/shop/tna1.asp 

 
 

http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/
http://ancestorsearch.blogspot.com/2009/04/my-genealogy-site-is-on-geocities
http://ancestorsearch.blogspot.com/2009/05/my-genealogy-site-is-on-geocities
http://ancestorsearch.blogspot.com/2009/05/my-genealogy-site-is-on-geocities
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2009/06/uk-census-maps-from-1871-now-online.html
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2009/06/uk-census-maps-from-1871-now-online.html
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2009/06/uk-census-maps-from-1871-now-online.html
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2009/06/uk-census-maps-from-1871-now-online.html
http://www.cassinimaps.co.uk/shop/tna1.asp

