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Issue 313 

Hutt Valley Branch 
of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists 
 
 
Evening Meeting:  7.30pm 2nd Thursday, February to December 
Day Meeting:  10.00am 3rd Thursday, February to November 
Venue:  Petone Community Centre, 7-11 Britannia Street 
Postal Address:  PO Box 31-024, Lower Hutt 5040 
Website:  www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz  
Convenor:  Alistair Hardy 
Secretary:  Terry Stock HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz    
Editor:   Helene Philpott  
 

COMING EVENTS (subject to change) 
11 Jul: 60 Minutes of Quick Fire Genealogy 
18 Jul: Warwick Johnston, ‘The Gear’ A History of the Gear Meat Company  
 8 August: Warwick Johnston, ‘The Gear’ A History of the Gear meat Company 
15 August: Sante Battiston, The Lives of Italian Settlers in the Hutt Valley 
 

Evening meeting Doors open 7pm. Notices begin 7.30pm. Speakers begin about 8pm 
(approx 1 hour) 
Day meeting Doors open 9.30am. Notices begin 10am. Speaker begins about 10.30am 
(approx 1 hour). Please note the library does not open until 10am. 
 

THIS MONTH'S EVENTS 
 11 July Evening Meeting - 60 Minutes of Quick Fire Genealogy 
Suzanne Sutton-Cummings, Alistair Hardy, Michael Guest, Ian Fyffe and Graeme McVerry 
will tell us in five minutes each about half a dozen  essential  genealogy resources  (books, 
CDs, websites etc) for New Zealand, Australia, England, Scotland and Ireland in turn. 
Each will be followed by five minutes from the audience adding another five favourite 
resources.  
To finish, the audience are invited to contribute 10 resources for another country or 
countries.   
Come along prepared to contribute. There will be a supply of chocolate fish to reward 
innovative suggestions. 
 
18 July Morning Meeting – Warwick Johnston, The Gear Meat Company 
 
Warwick Johnston will be presenting his book’ The Gear’. A History of the Gear Meat 
Preserving and Freezing Company 1865 – 1981.(copies available to purchase) 
For more than a century The Gear dominated Petone stamping the borough with an 
industrial feel but also providing employment for hundreds.  
The Gear was the biggest frozen meat operation in New Zealand both in size of plant and 
output and was crucial to the nation’s meat trade and economic fortunes. 
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GENEALOGY/FAMILY HISTORY HELPERS AVAILABLE AT PETONE LIBRARY 
10am -12pm 
On duty July to September 

• Wed July 17 – Cheryl Dreaver & Avril Roberts 
• Sat Aug 3 – Dawn Chambers 
• Wed Aug 7 – Marie Perham 
• Wed 21 Aug – Deb Beban & Lynly Yates 
• Wed 4 Sept – Lois Bartlett & Bob Vine 
• Sat 7 Sept – Janet Ketchell & Carol Ann Mason 
• Wed 18 Sept – Ian Fyfe & Helen Hinton 

For those new to genealogy and/or who want help knocking down those brick walls, this is an excellent time 
and place to have our experts help you. Our helpers can show you what is available in the library and how to go 
about finding what you are looking for. 

 
 

Committee Members 2013 – 2014 
 

• Alastair Hardy – Convenor 
• Terry Stock – Secretary 
• Suzanne Sutton – Cummings – Treasurer 
• Graeme McVerry – Librarian/Speakers 
• Diane Stinson – Speakers 
• Anita West – Member ship / Website 
• Helene Philpott – Newsletter 
• Christine Edney 

 
 

Speakers Review from June 
 
Eileen Preston, a senior adviser from Child, Youth and Family, of the Ministry of Social 
Development spoke about the Adult Adoption Information Act 1985 as it relates to 
genealogy. She talked us about the provisions of the Act as it affects adopted people and the 
birthparents of adopted people. 
Refer: Child Youth & Family website www.cyf.govt.nz click on Publications then Brochures. 
There  are a range of brochures about adoption and information about finding your birth 
family. 
Family who are not entitled to apply under the provisions of the Adult Information Act 1985 
are as follows:- 
1 Birth father not named    5 Grandchildren-parent who was adopted 
 On birth registration 
 On Child Youth and Family records 
2 Siblings of adopted people   6 Large family groups in care re-untied 
 Either or both adopted    some adopted from care 
3 Adoptive parents whose child has died   others- various directions 
 Or siblings 
4 Siblings of birth parents who have died 
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Two more photos from our 30th Anniversary Celebrations 
 

 
Lynly Yates, Peggy Crawford with 

Michelle Patient, President NZSG at the 
morning meeting who reminisced about older 
members. 
 

 
Alastair Hardy, Sandra Greig & Mike 

Guest 
 

 

New Committee Member Profile 
 
Helene Islay PHILPOTT nee WILSON. 
I was born and brought up in Ashburton and being the first Grandchild on both sides of the 
family my Grandmothers decided to choose my names, Helene from the French (de Banque) 
side of the family and Islay from the Scottish (Dalgliesh/Dalgleish) side of the family.  
My maiden name WILSON turned out to be false; my Great Grandfather William Henry 
WICKS changed his name to WILSON. The family story is that he was in trouble with the law 
so changed his name, nothing legal about it, but all of that so far not proven. 
My grandfather, Henry William was the only son with the surname WILSON while some of 
his sisters were WICKS & others WILSON. Not easy to research.  
My interest in Genealogy came mainly  after my mother died in 1999 when I found I had 
inherited boxes of old photographs some dating back to 1869.In particular my Great 
Grandmothers photograph album that her brother had given her before she came to New 
Zealand in 1870.  
I realized looking through the album and photographs that I knew more than I had originally 
thought and I remembered stories that I had heard from my mother and grandmother. 
I am married to Bernard and we live in Maungaraki. We have 2 adult children, David our 
oldest son has scanned all the old family photos and I have been able to share them with 
family around the world. 
My research focus over the last year has been on the MANCHESTER Family of Portsmouth 
looking for my Great Grandmothers sister Jane with success finally. 
My family names are: GUILLET/GILLET & MANCHESTER (Hampshire); de BANQUE/de 
BANK (Somerset); TASKER (Liverpool); DALGLIESH/DALGLEISH (Scotland) and WICKS 
(London) 
My Husband Bernard’s family names are: HART (Devon & New Plymouth);  
GREY, CUMMINS/CUMMINGS & MOCKLER (Ireland); PHILPOTT (London);  
BROUGHTON (Wanganui) and GEANGE (Somerset & Upper Hutt). 
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August Family History Month 

	  
AN	  AFTERNOON	  AT	  THE	  MOVIES	  

Saturday	  17	  August	  	  
Session 1: 1.00 - 2.30pm, followed by afternoon tea  
Session 2: 3.00.-4.30pm, preceded by afternoon tea  
Films: (all four films shown at both sessions)  
 · Alexander Turnbull Library (NFU, 1972) - a day in the life of the library, its staff and users, 
its history  
· The Years Back - The Twenties (NFU 1972) – a compilation of archival clips including the 
growth of trade unions and the Labour Party, 
Dunedin Exhibition, Royal Tours;   
· Around Port Nicholson (Television Films NZ, 
1950) - Wellington over 60 years ago, its streets, the harbour, the wharves  
· The Years Back - The Twentieth Century (NFU 1972) – newsreel extracts from the turn of 
the century until the beginning of WW1, including Christchurch exhibition, the first train ride 
to Auckland, Pearse’s monoplane, waterfront strike  
Venue: Time Cinema, 191 Sutherland Rd, Lyall Bay, Wellington 6022   
Tickets: $20.00 per person (includes afternoon tea)  
 
 

YURU	  2013	  
Kapiti Genealogy presents the 2013 production of Why You Are You. 	  
  
 Rodger Fox, jazzman and trombonist, takes a trip down a musical memory lane of his 
ancestors, accompanied by his jazz quintet.   
 Sunday 18 August, 2pm   
Venue: Southwards Theatre, Otaihanga, Paraparaumu  
Tickets at Unichem, Kapiti Lights, Paraparaumu; Fibre Flair, Main Road, Waikanae or 
 Ph: 04 905 8266  
 Monday 19 August, 7.30pm  
Venue: Circa Theatre, Taranaki Street, Wellington (cash bar open)  
	  
All	  tickets	  $20.00.	  Limited	  seats.	  Further	  information:	  www.kapitigen.org	  
 
 

Family History Month Raffle 
Raffle Tickets will be on sale at both morning and evening meetings $2 ea or 3 for $5 
Prize: Ancestry World Heritage 1Year value NZ $372.00 
 
 

Family History Fair 
NZSG and Ancestry present New Zealand’s Family History Fair.   
To be held 2nd – 4th August at the Vodaphone Events Centre, Manukau Auckland 
www.nzfamilyhistoryfair.org.nz. 
 
 

	  

 



5 

Noticeboard 
 

NEW IN THE LIBRARY 
 
The branch has recently purchased two new books for the library. 
Tracing your family history in Australia in two volumes is the third edition of Nick Vine Hall’s 
classic on Australian family history. 
Chris Paton’s Tracing your Irish family history on the Internet is right up to date, and not all 
internet-based, with plenty on Irish genealogy in general. 
 
The branch subscribes to Family Tree, which is available for reading at Petone Library, but 
cannot be borrowed, to allow access to the latest edition by all members. Each issue has 
many interesting and informative articles, often with in-depth series on various topics. It also 
has news on current and upcoming developments in family history.  
Among articles in the July issue are:  
40 unmissable sources, covering the whole of Britain, the perfect follow-up to this month’s 
branch meeting on 60 minutes of quick-fire genealogy;  
Bring your ancestors alive on the page, with practical tips on writing up your family story; 
Casualty records, covering both the first and second world wars and earlier records; and 
Using parish registers. 
There is also an interesting article about coded letters home from Second World War POWs.  
Graeme McVerry 
 
What’s on at Your Local Branches? 
Kilbirnie 
Wednesday 3 July -Tour of the National Library 
Wednesday 7 August - Paul Jarvis Salvation Army Archivist. 
Time/Venue: 9.30am The Park Bowling Club, Kilbirnie 
Kapiti: 
Tuesday 23 July – Representative from NZSG to speak on their developments and services. 
Time/Venue: 7pm Kapiti Community Centre, 15 Ngahina St, Paraparaumu. 
Wellington: 
Wednesday 24 July – Research Evening 
Time/Venue: 7.30pm Connolly Hall, Guilford Tce, Thorndon. 
Porirua: 
Wednesday 14 August – Linda Fordyce, History of Titahi Bay 
Time/Venue: 7.30pm Helen Smith Community meeting Room, Pataka 
Cnr Norrie & Parumoana Sts, Porirua 
 

Papers Past New additions. 

a. Hutt Valley Independent (1911-1919)   f. North Otago Times (1901 -1918) 

b. Lyttelton Times (1866-1869)   g. Upper Hutt Weekly Review (1935 -1939) 

c. Manawatu Standard (1911-1912)  h. Waihi Daily Telegraph (1904 - 1909) 

d. Manawatu Times (1909-1911)   i. Waikato Times (1893 -1895)  

e. Nelson Evening Mail (1910-1918)   j. Wairarapa Daily Times (1879 -1901) 
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From Margaret Hurst, National Library of New Zealand. 

Two new subscription databases have just been added to the resources available on the 
search stations in the Reading Rooms in the National Library of New Zealand building in 
Molesworth Street. 

1. British Newspaper Archive  

This is a huge collection of British Library newspapers from England, Ireland, Scotland and 
Wales ranging from the eighteenth century to 1965. Currently almost 7 million pages have 
been digitised and 40 million newspaper pages will be added over the next 10 years. 

To use this resource you will need to create your own personal login, by giving an 
email address and a password.  

2. Irish Newspaper Archives 

Includes a wide range of 23 Irish newspapers, both current and historical.  

Note you need to be onsite to access this database.) 

Just in good time as we are losing access to the Irish Archive Newspapers via NZSG, at 
the end of this month, July! 

Interesting Websites 

• http://www.rsa.org.nz/lost-trails  Where you can list your lost military person or 
find/help someone looking for their lost military person. 

• www.dustydocs.com.au Links to UK Parish records online.  

From the Tokoroa Branch July Newsletter. 

• http://www.scantips.com/  A few photographic scanning tips 

 
This website is worth mentioning, as its material ranges from basics to quite technical topics, 
and I believe would be very helpful for anyone doing scanning of photos (or slides), even 
documents: 
   
It includes some material on: 
- Restoration of Genealogical Photos 
- Correction of Faded Slides 
 To quote the website author: 
The purpose is to offer some scanning tips and to explain the basics for photos and 
documents. It is about the fundamentals of digital images, about the basics to help you get 
the most from your scanner. How it works, for those that want to know. 
Included here are the general questions that we've all asked about digital images, but 
unfortunately, that other sources don't answer. The material is about the basics, and is 
appropriate for the beginner. The content is certainly not superficial, but it is not at all difficult 
either, it is just simply about how it works. It describes in plain language the things we need 
to know to be efficient and get the most from our images, in the various ways that we can 
use them.  
From Susan Wilson 
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FAMILY HISTORY MONTHLY TALKS 
2013 

 
Find out more about the resources and services at the Alexander Turnbull 
Library and National Library that can help with your family history research 

 
12.10 - 1pm Tuesday 16 July – Personal views of day to day life 
GIllian Headifen, Research Librarian, Oral History, will give an overview of how oral history can be 
used to provide a social history context for family history research. 
 
12.10 - 1pm Tuesday 20 August – Great Uncle Charles and me 
Jocelyn Chalmers, Research Librarian Manuscripts, will give an illustrated talk showing how 
manuscripts from the Turnbull collections can add richness to your research. 
 
12.10 - 1pm Tuesday 17 September – Ko Wai Au - Whakapapa research for beginners 
Trish Beamsley, Research Librarian, Māori, will explore some of the key resources available to assist 
people researching their Māori heritage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Venue: Tiakiwai Conference Centre 
Lower Ground, National Library building, cnr Molesworth & Aitken Street, Wellington 

(Entrance from Aitken Street or downstairs from Ground Floor foyer) 
 

Numbers limited– bookings essential. 
Please email outreach2@dia.govt.nz or phone Cellia Joe 462 3935 

 
Further talks are scheduled – see the National Library website for details www.natlib.govt.nz 

 

Photographer not known. Hangi, Mercury Bay, 1913 
Reference no: 1/2-022240-G 


