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COMING EVENTS (subject to change and confirmation closer to the event) 

07 Jul: Keith Griffith - Adoption 
21 Jul: David Lee Smith - Early American History (Red Indian) 
28 Jul: Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members= Research 

04 Aug: Vicky Alexander - Wainuiomata History 
18 Aug: Malcolm McGregor - Plimmers Ark & Early Wellington History 
25 Aug: Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members= Research 

01 Sep: Brenda Joyce - Writing and Publishing Family History 
15 Sep: Graham Price - Convict Ancestor 
29 Sep: Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members= Research 

06 Oct: Jeremy Lowe or Dinah Priestly - Thorndon 
20 Oct: Ray Peiser - My Family History 
27 Oct: Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members= Research 

03 Nov: Sharon Fredriksson - Recording Family history on Video 
17 Nov: Margaret Hurst - National Turnbull Libraries and Photographic Collection 
24 Nov: Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members= Research 

1 Dec: Jan Gow - Computers and their use in Family Historys 

EVENING MEETING 7 JULY B KEITH GRIFFITH - ADOPTION 

Keith, has been involved in law reform issues regarding adoption and related topics in New 
Zealand and abroad. An adopted person himself, he is well versed in the history of adoption 
along with issues, reforms, changes, technology and their effects on family trees. 

RESEARCH DAY - SUNDAY 17 JULY - 10AM - 4PM AT THE BRIDGE CLUB  

See also advertisement on next page. Please note that for security reasons and because we 
only have a limited number of microfiche readers and computers available, only paid up 
members of the Hutt Valley Genealogy Group are invited.  

MORNING MEETING 21 JULY - DAVID LEE SMITH - EARLY AMERICAN HISTORY 

 David is a former Upper Hutt City Council Chief Librarian and is an American.  
His ancestors include Native Americans (Red Indians). His interests include American and 
Native American History.

 



 

 
 

MEMBERS OF THE HUTT VALLEY BRANCH 

Of New Zealand Society of Genealogists are invited to attend our very own Research Day! 
On Sunday 17 July 2005 from 10am to 4pm at The Hutt Bridge Club, Park Avenue. 

 Come and use the Branch Library Resources including microfiche, CDs and Books  
 Come and share private member collections including Microfiche, CDs and Books 
 Come and see the different ways you can use computers in your genealogical research, 

resources includes: 
 Demonstrations of popular genealogical websites both free and pay per view 
 Demonstrations of popular genealogical programs  
 Learn how to create a website 
 Learn how to >be safe= on the internet  

 Discuss how to complete research in various countries  
 View episodes from the popular BBC series Who Do You Think You Are?   
 Including Jim Moir (aka Vic Reeves) searching for his grandfather, Opera singer Lesley Garrett, 

Meera Syal travels to India and David Baddiel Jewish family research.   
 Joan Bray will be performing lookups of School Records for NZSG members only. This will 

involve searching for the reference numbers. The member will then be asked to complete a form 
requesting the school information and she will then supply the information after the Research 
Day. (unfortunately Head Office have restricted our access to this information) 

Cost $5, BYO lunch, Tea and Coffee provided. 

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS ONLY FOR PAID UP MEMBERS OF THE HUTT BRANCH 

SCOTTISH INTEREST GROUP - GREATER WELLINGTON 

Scottish Research at the Hutt Bridge Club Rooms, 1 Park Ave, Avalon, Lower Hutt 

Sunday 10th July, 1 - 5 pm. Door charge $5 

Scottish census indexes from Auckland and our group's Scottish county folders will be available. 
Microfiche, some CDs and photocopier available 

ALL WELCOME. Contact: Pen Brown penbrown@globe.net.nz  

NZSG CERTIFICATES COLLECTION 

Due to un-foreseen circumstances, the Research Enquiries for the Certificates Collection is 
suspended from 20 June 2005 and full service will resume from 23 July 2005. 

Sue Greene, NZSG Collections Co-ordinator 

THE LAST WILL OF FREDERICK CHARLES BOOTH 

A Wellington book binder found this had slipped out of a book he repaired. He does not know whose 
book it came out of and no one has come back looking for it. A one page hand-written will dated 17 
March 1879 written by Frederick Charles BOOTH. He left his property, 16 Lavender Crescent, to his 
son Frederick Patrick BOOTH. It is signed and fingerprinted! 

Where in the world is this 16 Lavender Crescent? Can anyone shed any light on these Booths? If so, 
please contact the editor. 

CORPORAL WILLIAM BERTIE MILLINGTON, CWWI 

Dear NZSG Hutt Valley 

I am researching members of my grandfather's army : company, J Company, Otago Regiment, 
including : Corporal William Bertie MILLINGTON : warehouseman : next of kin Mrs Louise Lavinia 
Millington {mother} : died 1933 Wellington: and late Sidney George Millington {father}: died 1911 
Wellington, gaoler : I am looking for Millington family relatives. 

I am available to do Sydney research. John Gordon : Sydney : NZSG member 
hedgehope@yahoo.com



 
 

 
 

SPEAKER'S REVIEW - 2 JUNE - NATASHA PETKOVIC-JEREMIC: PETONE SETTLERS MUSEUM 

Natasha is the Programmes Manager at the Petone Settlers= Museum. She showed an interesting 

audio visual - A New Land, A New Hope, A New People= about the early settlers to Petone.  

She also talked about their database and other projects of interest. A lot of what she said tied in 
nicely with what Warwick Johnston talked about in May.  

SPEAKERS' REVIEW - 16 JUNE - KELLY CRANDLE, TAITA CEMETERY: PAST, PRESENT, 
FUTURE? 

Kelly is the Reserves Assets Manager for the Hutt City Council. She talked about information 
available regarding interments at Taita Cemetery and a proposed database. Her talk was relatively 
short leaving plenty of time for questions and comments which members took advantage of. 

Taita Cemetery is the only Hutt cemetery under the control of the Hutt City Council. The Lawn 
Cemetery and the Old Cemetery are looked after by the Hutt City Council, Parks Division. The rest of 
the cemetery is the responsibility of Excell and has been since 1994 - so it depends on what part you 
need information as to who you would ring for information.  

However, information from 1896 to 1965 can be seen in the Hutt Library, at Excell and also at the 
cemetery (when a staff member happens to be in the office). 

From 1952 - 1965, the lawn cemetery at the top of Rimu Street Naenae + 1965 - present is only 
available Hutt City Council's Intranet as well as inscriptions and records and information re ashes or 
body and info re booking a plot (ownership). They are searchable by plot or by name and also by the 
name of the funeral directors. You can also find the names of the deceased' next of kin - their 
relationship to the deceased and their address at the time of burial. 

Taita cemetery will no longer have new plots available after 2011 and the Council are looking for a 
new site. So far the only other option is Akatarawa. 

Kelly is open to suggestions as to what we would like to see on the internet database and ideas from 
what we have seen of other cemeteries= databases.  Her direct line is 570-6774. 

Our library also has a comprehensive list of inscriptions done by branch members a number of years 
ago. They are also well worth looking through. 

Thank you Sheila Clegg for your notes 

NZSG CONFERENCE JUNE 3-6 NELSON 

For those of us who made it to the conference, we were all in for a real treat. The main speaker was 
Scotsman, David Webster, who, amongst other things, talked about censuses in Scotland, Scottish 
military and emigration records.  

The other overseas speaker was Dr Liz Rushen, an Australian, who has done a thorough study of 
the just under 3000 women who were assisted migrants to Australia, to even up the population 1833- 
1837 - a few of whom ended up in New Zealand.  Contrary to popular opinion, the majority of these 
women were not gutter snipes. Many had family already in Australia and others, who had a sense of 
adventure, paid the ,5.00 to leave a hopeless life in Britain behind. 

Dawn Chambers spoke on 'Assisted immigration to Nelson 1855-1871' and 'Pandoras box'. 

The Conference had a very 'Horatio Nelson' flavour with the blue marine colours and prizes for the 
best dressed sailor at the Saturday night dinner. We were all invited back around the 21st October  
2005 - the 200th anniversary of the Battle of Trafalgar. 

A copy of the conference proceedings is in our library and we have Liz's Rushen's book is on order: 
'Single and Free, Female migration to Australia, 1833-1837'. 

Sign at a cemetery (not Taita)  

Persons are prohibited from picking flowers from any but their own graves 



 
 

 
 

MAKING SENSE OF THE BRITISH CENSUSES 

The National Library has the latest books in Family History section which include maps and guides to 
finding information. Many of these books go out of date very quickly as more and more information is 
becoming available. One of the most comprehensive is Ancestral Trails, the Complete Guide to 
British Genealogy & Family History by Mark D. Herber (Stroud: Sutton Publishing 2004 edition)  

Chapter 6 is dedicated to censuses giving information on how, when, why the returns were done and 
what is now available and where.  

See also 2005 Conference Proceedings "Censuses in Scotland" - David Webster 

DATES OF THE CENSUSES IN THE UK (WITH PRO CLASS NUMBERS) 
 
1801 Mar 10 

 
1851 Mar 30 (HO107) 

 
1901 Mar 31 (RG13) 

 
1961 Apr 23  

1811 May 27 
 
1861 Apr 7 (RG9) 

 
1911 Apr 2 

 
1971 Apr 25  

1821 May 28 
 
1871 Apr 2 (RG10) 

 
1921 Jun 19 

 
1981 Apr 5  

1831 May 30 
 
1881 Apr 3 (RG11) 

 
1931 Apr 26 ** 

 
1991 Apr 21  

1841 Jun 6 (HO107) 
 
1891 Apr 5 (RG12) 

 
1951 Apr 8 

 
2001 Apr 29 

Also 29 September 1939 WW2 National Registration. In 1841 the census was taken in only a few 
places. Unfortunately, there is a 100 year closure on all these records 
** Destroyed during WW2                                        http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/Census.html 

1801-1831 CENSUSES 

The British Government took its first national census in 1801. The main purpose of gathering the 
information was for statistics only. (sound familiar?) The original enumerators' books were not kept, 
except in a few isolated cases, and even then, for a district rather than a whole county. The 
information contained in them is often stated as being "not much use" for family history. This is far 
from being the case. Generally, they contain the name of the head of the household, occupation, and 
a few other details such as the number of males and females in the house. There may also be other 
information, such as the rent, number of windows, and number of dogs!  

CENSUS SCHEDULE NUMBERS, AND HOW THE CENSUS WAS CARRIED OUT  

The extreme left hand column in a census enumerator's book shows a "Schedule Number". Each 
house has a separate schedule number. The enumerator also had instructions to make a double line 
// at the start of each household, as some houses could possibly contain more than one "household".  

A Schedule Number should not be confused with a house number. Therefore it is not possible to find 
a family, say at "113" High Street in 1861 and then to go look at schedule 113 in the 1871 census.  

A schedule is a form that the enumerator left at each household sometime during the week before 
the census was taken. It was the responsibility of the head of the household to see that the form was 
filled in, listing the details of the people who resided in the house at midnight on the Sunday night of 
the census. In many cases, the original schedule was filled in by a child rather than by the head of 
the household. The reason being that during the 1800s the children went to school, or Sunday 
school, and learned to read and write, whereas parents (of the older generation) could often not be 
able to read and write.  

It is a common myth that a census enumerator knocked on doors and asked who was present, and 
then wrote down the details, often mis-hearing, or mis-spelling. There may have been isolated 
examples of that having been done, but this is very rare!  

During the week following census night, the enumerator visited all of the houses, collected the 
schedules, he then collated them and then wrote them up into his enumerator's book, in schedule 
number order. The enumerator may have found it difficult to interpret the handwriting on the 
schedule, and he may have mis-transcribed some details.



 
 

 
 

THE 1841 CENSUS 

It is interesting reading the instructions to the enumerators at the beginning of their books on how 
they were to collate the information. They had to write in the name of the city or borough and the 
parish etc and list the streets and the houses at the beginning of the book. Where a name or street 
was repeated they were instructed to write 'do' underneath. (perhaps that is why there are so many 
people in 1841 with the surname 'do' who lived in do,do!) 

For any person under 15, they had to write their exact age and then they were to round ages down to 
the nearest 5 years which meant a person aged 44 had their age written as 40. (our ancestors did 
not lie about their age after all!) The 1851 census appears to have had similar instructions regarding 
recording ages although there were enumerators who did put the exact ages stated. 

The British Government was not as interested as the Americans in finding the origins of their 
foreigners. They were given a 'Y' or an 'N' to the question of whether or not they were born in the 
same county. The Irish were given an 'I', the Scottish an 'S' and foreigners an 'F' but the 'F' only 
applied to those who were not British subjects. A person with an 'N' next to their name could be a 
British subject, not born in that county and not necessarily born in the UK!  

The enumerator had to provide his own pen and ink and therefore may have been tempted to water 
it down, resulting in very faded records now. These returns are secondary records but the best we 
will get. The enumerator collated the information on the forms and so it is highly likely there will be 
enumerators errors. Indexes are therefore a tertiary source and subject to more errors.  

EXTRACT from the ACT 3 & 4 Victoria, cap. 99, intituleds 

' An Act for taking an account of the Population of Great Britain' 
----------------------------------- 

Penalty for refusing Information, or giving false Answers 
--- 

XX.  " And the better to enable the said Commissioners, Enumerators, 
"Schoolmasters, and other Persons employed in the Execution of this  
"Act to make the said Inquiries and Returns, be it enacted, That the  
"said Enumerators, Schoolmasters, and other Persons shall be author- 
"ized to ask all such Questions as shall be directed in the Instructions 
"to be issued by the said Commissioners, with the Approval of One of 
"Her Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, which shall be necessary 
"for making the preliminary Inquiries and for obtaining the Returns 
"required by this Act; and every person refusing to answer, or wilfully 
"a giving false Answer to such Questions, or ant of them, shall for 
"every such Refusal or wilfully false Answer forfeit a Sum not more " 
"than Five Pounds nor less than Forty Shillings, at the Discretion of 
"any Justice of the Peace or Magistrate before whom Complaint thereof 

"shall be made." 
The above may be shewn by the Enumerator to any person refusing 

to answer, or questioning his authority to require an Answer, or giving  
an Answer which he suspects to be false. [1841 census] 

ENUMERATOR'S REMARKS FROM 1851 CENSUS FOR LONDON: ALL HALLOWS, BARKING  

The enumeration of this district was undertaken by me in the belief that I should be fairly paid for my 
services. 

I was not aware that all the particulars were to be entered by the enumerator in a book, the work 
without that, being ample for the sum paid, nor had I any idea of the unreasonable amount of labour 
imposed. The distribution, collection etc of the schedules together with the copying of the same 
occupied two or three hours for every sixty persons enumerated, and for that - the equivalent is - 
ONE SHILLING!!! 



 
 

 
 

What man possessing the intelligence and business habits necessary for the undertaking would be 
found to accept it , if aware of the labour involved. How then can a correct return of the population be 
expected?

He who proposed the scale of remuneration, should, in justice, be compelled to enumerate a large 
district, such as this upon the terms he had himself fixed. 

[HO 107/1531,f.193] (from book Making use of the Census by Susan Lumas 4e 2002) 

FROM THE CAERNARFON AND DENBIGH HERALD, 1871 

The ideal enumerator 

'A person of intelligence and activity, he must read and write well and have some knowledge of 
arithmetic. He must not be infirm or of such weak health as may render him unable to undergo the 
requisite exertion. He should not be younger than 18 years or older than 65 years. He must be 
temperate, orderly and respectable and be such a person as is likely to conduct himself with strict 
propriety and deserve the good will of the inhabitants of his district.' 

The ideal householder 

'The schedule should be received with intelligent acquiscence, and filled up with the persuasion that 
the integrity and enlightenment of all are tacitly challenged to take a conscientious share fulfilling a 
truly important duty.'  ... from Making use of the census by Susan Lumas PRO 4e 2002 

MEET CHARLES BIGTOP AND FRIENDS From: http://www.british-
genealogy.com/resources/census/ 

An unusual set of pages from the 1881 London census. Note the names and occupations of some of 
the residents of the lodging house. [RG11/76 folios 43-45] 

 G. O'LEARY Peacock Feather Trimmer  
 John REGAN, Dolls Eye Weaver  
 Mouse REGAN, Ratcatcher  
 Charles HORSEFLESH, Dog Fancier  
 Pancho FLIPBACK, Grave Digger  
 Gustave STINKPOO, Turpentine Boiler  
 Charles BIGTOP, Tiger Slayer  
 Joseph BROWN, Urinal Attendant  
 Henry DANDELION, Horse Hair Platter  

 

THE 1911 CENSUS 

Although the English and Welsh census records will be closed until 1 January 2012, it appears 
some UK villages have been able to get limited information from census records for their area. An 
example is a village where my grandfather lived which has a Historical Society. They were able to 
tell me where my grandfather was living in 1901 and 1911 and to confirm that the family was no 
longer there for the 1921 census! 

1911 was around the time of the suffragette movement when British women were still fighting to get 
the vote. There will be a large number of these women missing from the 1911 census as many did 
not have their details entered on the schedules in protest at not being able to vote! 

THE IRISH CENSUSES 

The census was first taken in 1821. However the 1821-1851 censuses were largely destroyed by fire 
in 1922. The 1861-1891 censuses were completely destroyed earlier by order of the government! 

Therefore the earliest surviving comprehensive returns are for 1901 and 1911. Because of that, the 
normal rule that census returns should not be available to the public for 100 years has been 
suspended in the Republic of Ireland. 



 
 

 
 

There are also countless websites with census indexes for the various counties and a full microfilm 
copy of the 1901 census is available  through Family History Centre. 

 

AMERICAN CENSUSES

The US was the first country to call for a regularly census. The Constitution required that a census of 
all "Persons ... excluding Indians not taxed" be performed to determine the collection of taxes and 
the appropriation of seats in the House of Representatives. The first 9 censuses from 1790 to 1870 
were under the US Federal Court system. Each district was assigned a US marshal who hired others 
to administer the census. Governors were responsible for enumeration in their territories. 

The questions varied slightly from census to census but they show an excellent snapshot of 
American individuals and families. They included, (along with the basic information found on British 
censuses), color or race, month and year of birth, the total of children born to the mother, the 
number of those living, the parents of each individual, if the individual was foreign born, the year of 
immigration, number of years in the US, whether the person could read and write, and speak 
English, whether their home was owned or rented, whether the home was on a farm and whether the 
home was mortgaged.  

DATES OF THE CENSUSES IN AMERICA 
 
1790 -1820 - First Monday in August 

 
1900 - June 1  

1830 -1880 - June 1 
 
1910 - April 15  

1890 - First Monday in June - (most of this schedule was 
destroyed or badly damaged by a fire in 1921 - a card index 
to the 6,160 names on the surviving schedules is available 
on 2 rolls of National Archives film no. M496). 

 
1920 - January 1 

Information available from www.Ancestry.com 

YOU NEVER KNOW WHAT YOU MIGHT FIND! 

It has been said that 25% of people migrating to America from the UK returned home, so it is well 
worth checking for missing persons in America. Having recently searched the American census, I 
found the Scottish parents  of my in-law's ancestors in the 1900 census complete with the number of 
children they had and how many were still living. At least one of their sons had returned to Scotland 
after getting married to a fellow Scotswoman in New Hampshire. Fortunately, the birth certificate of 
their Scottish-born daughter had their place and date of marriage. 

THE CENSUS TAKER'S HOME!  (from the Sunday Afternoon Rocking Series) 

Well, I'm surely glad to be home, that I am. I tell you another day like this one and I am good mind 
just to fill them papers out on memory and be done with it. Here, put these socks over there next to 
the fire to dry out, will you? Got down yonder this mornin' and everyone in Household 451 through 
486 was gone. Some big shindig goin' on down there. Good thing the folks in 441 could tell me who 
they all was. Here, reckon you could go over some of the writin' on this here page? Got smeared a 
bit in the rain. I think you can 'cipher most of it out. 

Then them folks down in the holler got suspicious over a census. Said, and derned if they had a 
point, what difference did it make who they was? Was them guvment folks up in Warshington going 
to come down here to say howdy do? So they finally let me write down they last name and first initial, 
but I think they wuz havin' a bit of fun with me when they listed who lived in the house. Saw some 
winkin' goin' on and I believe I got the same house a youngins in two or three places. It been a day, 
woman. Honey, git that paper out of Johnny's mouth, will ya? I worked all day on that thing, and no 
call to let him go chewin' it up. 

Went up the river a piece and tried to get that done 'fore it come a downpour, but run into trouble 
there, too. Ole Man Jenkins' cur dog run me off and I tell you, ain't no call to get eat up over such a 
thing as this. They ort to be a limit what a man does for his country. Was lucky a man down the road 
mostly knew Jenkins was nigh on sixty years old and was living there with his woman and five 



 
 

 
 

youngins from his first marriage plus a passel from the second. We give em good Christian names. 
Best be doin' something 'bout this pen. It give out on me halfway through. See you havin' trouble, 
too. Johnny! Hand that here, boy!

And I tell you I would ruther fight grandpap's British than mess with that feller out on the ridge. He 
got out his shotgun soon as he seen me comin' and I went t'other direction. Had Jones tell me about 
him instead, and he didn't rightly know the feller's first name. Said they called him "Squirrel", and it 
was ok just to put that cause wasn't nobody around here claimin' him no how, and they for sure didn't 
want the guvment knowin' there was any relationship. That coffee done? Then got over to Smiths, 
and ole Hoss was in a nervous fit so wasn't no getting information there. His woman havin' another 
youngin and he looked like he could run right through me when I went to askin' how many youngins 
he had now. Hightailed it out of there, and Miz Hart helped me straighten that household out. Think 
we got most of the names straight, and as he has had a youngin a year for the last ten, ages purty 
close too. Now look what Johnny went and done! 

I tell you, next time this come around I ain't gonna be no where in sight. Farmin's a heap easier, and 
I figger they're folks 'round here what can read and write and 'cipher and ain't no good fer nothing 
else we can spare for this foolishness. Pass me another 'tater, will you?" 

THE CENSUS -1890 HARPER'S WEEKLY 

Census Taker: "Good morning, madam, I'm taking the census."  

Old Lady: "The what?" 

Census Taker: "The c-e-n-s-u-s!" 

Old Lady: "For lans sakes! What with tramps takin' everythin' they kin lay their han's on, young folks 
takin' fotygrafs of ye without so much as askin', an' impudent fellows comin' roun' as wants ter take 
yer senses, pretty soon there won't be nothin' left ter take, I'm thinkin'." 

 

Old genealogists never die, they just lose their census 

 


