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COMING EVENTS (subject to change and confirmation closer to the event) 

01 Jul : Evening Meeting - Jan Walker workshop for HERITAGE. 
15 Jul : Morning Meeting - Show and Tell. 
29 Jul : Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members’ Research. 

05 Aug : Evening Meeting - Paul Alpe - computers. 
19 Aug : Morning Meeting - Janice Price - Research in UK. 
26 Aug : Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8;30pm for Members’ Research. 

02 Sep : Evening Meeting - Pen Brown - Scottish Research. 
16 Sep : Morning Meeting - Gerry Eady - UK Research. 
30 Sep : Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members’ Research. 

07 Oct : Evening Meeting - Ian Fyfe - Switzerland. 
21 Oct : Morning Meeting - Bart Russell - World War 2. 
28 Oct : Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members’ Research. 

04 Nov : Evening Meeting - AGM Georgina Beyer MP. 
18 Nov : Morning Meeting - William Clark - How to do Research. 
25 Nov : Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members’ Research. 

02 Dec : Evening Meeting -  Party Time! 

 

OUR NZ HERITAGE WORKSHOPS - JULY 

As for the June morning meeting, the theme is on research in New Zealand and preserving your 
heritage, so bring documents, samples of your work, queries etc 

1 July 2004 Evening meeting Groups 

Militia, Military records up to Boer War Dawn Chambers 
Nelson Area + the German settlement Lynly Yates 
Scottish Settlers Ian Fyfe 
Wellington Area and the Newspapers Diana Orr 
What to do with your research Catherine Birch 
Family History for the Grandchildren Molly Geeves 

 
15 JULY 9:30AM - SHOW AND TELL 

Bring along something interesting to show the group and tell us the story behind it. Last time we did 
this a lot of members brought along some very fascinating things. Because time was limited we 
nominated one person from each small group to 'show and tell' everyone.   

 



 
SPEAKERS REVIEW - Heritage Workshop 17 June 

The Workshop was well attended and judging from the noise level and various comments, was 
enjoyed by all. Even those whose NZ roots do not reach back to the early days of settlement found 
something of interest. Some challenging questions were asked but as always there was someone 
who could discuss a problem and provide a clue. Several people attended who were new to 
genealogy and hopefully they have been inspired to carry on. For members both old and new the 
Library and Microfiche collection were a revelation.  

The leaders of the various groups were kept very busy and most were quite hoarse by the end of the 
morning. The Workshop was a great opportunity for members to get to know each other and share 
their knowledge and experience.  

Thanks especially to Catherine Birch, Molly Geeves, Diana Orr, Pat Long, Marie Perham, Joy 
Adams.  

So come along on 1 July with your questions and samples and we shall do it all again! 

Jan Walker  

 
THE HIDDEN IRISH CONFERENCE 

Ulster/New Zealand Migration and Cultural Transfers  
20-31 July 2004,  
Hunter Council Chamber, Victoria University.  
Registrations close 9 July. Forms available from the Secretary, Deb Beban  

 
GOLDER'S COTTAGE UPPER HUTT 

Golders Cottage, Upper Hutt was attended by 4 genealogists each Saturday in June, (Heritage 
Month), helping those who visited the old cottage with their family history. Golder's Cottage is an 
excellent example of the sort of house settlers lived in from the late 1800s to around 1895 complete 
with coal range, furniture, clothing, garden and an outhouse (without the flies). 

 
NZSG CONFERENCE - Hastings - Queen's Birthday Week-end 

Those of us who made it to the conference in Hastings were not only treated to a line-up of very 
interesting and knowledgeable speakers, but also a show of the best of Hawke's Bay's musical and 
'gift of the gab' talent. 

The main speaker was Ivan Johnson, an English-born retired Economics professor from California 
State University. He has traced his family back to 17th century Lincolnshire where his ancestors 
were, unsurprisingly, agricultural labourers.  

Using his family history as an example he explained that to do a 'radial' (or blanket) search for one's 
ancestors is necessary even before one comes to a dead end. As agricultural labourers moved 
around a lot, it is easy to miss members of a family during a woman's child-bearing years. 'Ag labs' 
very often were given employment for one year at a time which had them moving house every year 
on April 6 which was (and still is) the beginning of the farmers' work and fiscal year.  

There were a few Hawke's Bay speakers talking on subjects such as Otane, Napier Boy's High, 
whalers and traders, the effects of the early Europeans on the Hawke's Bay Maori and first-hand 
stories gathered from people who were in the Napier/Hastings Earthquake. 

Horses also featured large, being the theme of the conference. We were treated to slides, stories 
and films. These included the Shire horses in England, Clydesdales, horses used as the main means 
of transport, horses at work and horses for leisure. 

Other topics included divorce laws in New Zealand, researching Indian genealogy, the NZSG 
collections, Irish-Australian studies, Highland clearances, lacemaking after a day in the fields, and for 
the high-tech, digital cameras. 

Suzanne 

 

I'm not stuck, I'm ancestrally challenged!
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SPEAKERS REVIEW - The Genealogy Research Centre at Porirua Library – Megan Ross 

June’s speaker at the monthly evening meeting was the lively Megan Ross from Porirua Library. 
Megan has a dry sense of humour and an enthusiasm for genealogy. Under her management, 
Porirua Library has developed a fine genealogical research centre. Spurred on by Megan’s 
description of the Porirua’s centre, I thought this time I wouldn’t just write about it, I would see if it 
lived up to the description! 

The following Tuesday, I set off for the Porirua Library. As explained in her talk, parking is easy and 
free. I parked in the large park around the back of the Pataka complex, near the Aquatic Centre, but 
one could probably have used the Mega Centre car park next to the Library. The joy of the Porirua 
library is that it is housed in the same complex as Pataka, and so before entering the library, there is 
the attraction of being lured into the various museum galleries …the works of a famous overseas 
photographer…the woven Maori cloaks…a genealogy display. As one who spent time in Samoa, the 
Pataka complex vibrates with the bright colours of the Pacific. It has a strong Polynesian dynamic 
that is not really evident in buildings around Pakeha Hutt Valley. 

However, much as I was enjoying my nostalgia for my teaching days in Samoa, I was here to do 
some serious genealogy! Away from the exhibitions and into the library I went. Not being a local, the 
cost for using the genealogy resources for the day was $3, paid at the counter. Down through the 
centre aisle and a sharp turn to the left and I was at the research centre. It’s not big, it’s not flashy, 
but it certainly beats the facilities in the Hutt! [Memorial and Horticultural!]  There is a middle table 
with microfiche readers. One of the readers is especially hooked up for printing off records and can  
put information onto a disk. The library has spent money on upgrading its microfiche readers, so 
unless it is very busy, you are likely to be able to use one of the new fiche readers. 

As I spent the day on searching New Zealand Electoral Rolls, I probably didn’t give due service to 
checking out all the facilities, but certain features showed up immediately. Porirua has made an 
excellent effort in accumulating family histories. At present, they are on display as reference books 
only but Megan mentioned she is thinking of moving them into general circulation. I certainly enjoyed 
being able to browse through them which I did when I needed a break from electoral rolls! 

A roster of keen genealogists mean that the centre is always served with a knowledgeable volunteer. 
The helper was very busy the day I was there, helping look up things on the internet as well as 
instructing people on finding the correct fiche to research. It is probably in the area of microfiche that 
Porirua excels. They have St Catherine’s BDM 1837 to 1930. The list of titles of microfiche can be 
read at www.pcc.govt.nz using the following the links: Art & Culture, Libraries, Services, Genealogy, 
List of Latest Holdings. 

Megan had also suggested that the coffee was excellent at the Kaizen Cafe. I didn’t try the latte or 
even my favourite, hot chocolate, but must admit to enjoying a delicious slice of carrot cake to keep 
my energy levels up! Is Porirua Library worth a visit? For the research data available, yes! For all the 
extras that go with it, a double YES! 

submitted by Bobbie Amyes 

 

HOW TO EMBARASS YOR FAMILY 

Southern Cross Paper, Page 1, 4th January 1872 

NOTICE 

As I have again been left all alone, without even one of my children, on my sick-bed, ever since the 
15th Dec, and not one to give me a cup of tea or a drink of water if I was dying for it; and if death 
should call me away suddenly, I hereby give notice to any tenant holding any property belonging to 
me at my death, not to pay any rent that may be or become due to anyone belonging to my family 
whatever without a written authority from the gentlemen I have left executors of my last will. 

The biggest crime I ever did to my wife was the giving her three four roomed houses in Auckland, 
and allowing her for years past to receive the rents for her own use: so she is well provided for. 

January 2, 1872 BENJAMIN E TURNER 

 

http://www.pcc.govt.nz/
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WEBSITES 

http://www.historicaldirectories.org/ 
The University of Leicester's New Opportunities Fund project is creating a  digital library of 
the18th,19th and early 20th century local and trade directories from England and Wales. 

http://www.newplymouthnz./com 
People wanting to check their family tree or the date of a death in New Plymouth will be able to do so 
on-line in the near future. The New Plymouth District Council’s, Chris Connolly, says the service 
should be available by August.  Genealogy enthusiasts will be able to enter a surname and the 
database will provide the plot number, the person’s date of death, age and occupation.  

from  Midweek, 12 May 2004. 
www.nzetc.org/projects/wh2/index.html 
New Zealand’s official history of World War II – all 50 volumes of it – has been placed on the 
internet. The project managed by Victoria University’s New Zealand Electronic Text Centre, has 
digitised all of the volumes of the official history. The 25,764 pages of text and thousands of 
photographs and maps include accounts of battalions and campaigns.   

from the NZ Herald, 27 May 2004 
CEMETERIES ONLINE 

http://www.kapiticoast.govt.nz/services/cemeteries.htm - Kapiti Coast 

http://www.mstn.govt.nz/clever.htm?cwmwtery/ - Masterton - Archer & Riverside Cemeteries 

http://www.tararuadc.govt.nz/asp/cemeteries_search.asp?menu=ce - Tararua cemeteries 

http://public.stdc.govt.nz - Sth Taranaki DC - (click on Cemetery search). 

http://www.nelsoncity.govt.nz/asp/cemeteries.search.asp - Nelson Cemetery 

http://www.timaru.govt.nz/ - Timaru Cemeteries (click 'Cemetery' then 'Online database Search') 

from Canterbury Newsletter July 2004 

                                             
NEW MICROFICHE AT HUTT CENTRAL LIBRARY 

Military 
Discharged in NZ, 1840-1870                               
Imperial Regiments in NZ, 1856, 1862 &1864 

Shipping 
Passenger Lists Victoria , Australia to NZ: Parts 1-4: 1852 –1880                                 
Patrick Henderson Shipping Co. Lists, 1871-1880                                                                                                                         
NZ Shipping  Co. Register,  1875-1893 

Land 
Auckland Provincial Highway Assessment Rolls, 1863-1870          
Taranaki Crown Grants : Land records index 

Newspaper Death Notices 
ES-K Collection Death Notices, 1957-1984         

Wills & Estates 
Intestate Estates, 1843-1869                                
Deceased Estates, 1866-1900                               
NZ Probates, v.1, Pre-1900                                   
Public Trust Deceased Estates, 1901-1958 

General 
NZ River Drownings 1840-1887+                         
Witnesses to Commissions etc., 1858-1935 
Masters, Mates & Engineers, 1866-1921                     
Machinery Accidents, 1879-1919                          
Mining Accidents, 1879-1958                                
NZ Public School Teachers, 1907  
NZ Patents, Pt 2, 1891-1912

http://www.historicaldirectories.org/
http://www.newplymouthnz./com
http://www.nzetc.org/projects/wh2/index.html
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INVENTING THEIR OWN SURNAMES! 

Mongolians have been ordered to invent their own surnames, after generations of living with just one 
name on the orders of their former Soviet masters. Hundreds, pondering what to call themselves, 
daily besiege a small office in the centre of Ulan Batar, the capital, where identity documents are 
issued. 

Held back by armed guards outside, some opt for surnames such as Seven Drunk Men that hint at 
Mongolia's national pastime. Others prefer to adopt the name of Genghis Khan, still the mightiest of 
Mongols who now has 500 namesakes in Ulan Bator. 

When Communism crumbled in 1990 the ban on family names was lifted, but many nomadic herders 
who roam between Siberia and the Gobi Desert continue to refer to each other only by single names. 
Now, to fight incest and make records more intelligible, the government has set a deadline of June 
27 for all 2.5 million Mongolians to choose a family name on pain of a fine equivalent to several 
months' salary. " We are returning to our ancient traditions," the defence minister said. The result is 
a stampede to the state registration offices. 

Some have taken their new name from their profession, or where it has taken them in the case of 
Gurragchaa, the defence minister. In 1891 he became the first and only Mongolian cosmonaut and 
was on a Soviet spaceship for an 8-day mission that made him a hero on the moonscape that is 
Mongolia. When choosing a surname, there was only one choice - Sansar, or Cosmos. 

Batbold, a 25-year-old tailor, is clutching his birth certificate and a sheaf of forms. He is considering 
calling himself Borjigem, the clan name of Genghis Khan. "My grandmother once mentioned that we 
are related to him but it may not be true," he said. "In any case, I like that he is a strong leader." 

The man next to him in the queue disagrees. "I wouldn't take that name," Mumgunkhoyag said. the 
former herder has spent 2 years researching documents for the surname of his deceased 
grandfather, the last person in his family to have one. In a nation of nomads, record keeping is often 
poor but eventually Mumgunkhoyag found out, at the age of 54, that he is Mr Zuurag. " If people can 
still find their original family name they should choose that; otherwise it is like changing your blood." 
he said. "It makes me proud that I can now call myself Zuurag." 

Mongolians have been encouraged to register surnames since 1997, with most doing so in the last 4 
years. But 10% of the population still does not have one, finding it impossible to trace family history. 
Many of them look to Serjee Besud. The director of the Central State Library in Mongolia's premier 
surname expert and has written a book advising people how to choose an appropriate name. He 
uses census data from the 18th century when Mongolia was under Manchuu Chinese control, as well 
as army records. 

"I tell them to think of something they were born near," he said. "The name of a river, valley or 
mountain. Or people might call themselves after their occupation. We have many Mr Writers and Mr 
Hunters, even a Mr Policeman." - The Times 

from the Dominion Post 12 June 2004 

 

A CASE OF A FALSIFIED BIRTH CERTIFCATE 

Charles Chaplin Junior, born in Hollywood, was Charles Chaplin's first child to his second wife, Lillita 
Louise McMurray (also known as Lita Grey). They were married in Mexico in October 1924.  

Chaplin bribed the obstetrician into changing the date on his son's birth certificate from May 5 to 
June 28 1925 - not a common ruse in the days when a '6 month baby' was still considered 
scandalous. Their second son, Sidney Earle, officially arrived 9 months and 2 days later on 30 March 
1926. 

 
STINKING RICH 

When the rich of old England died, their funeral would be delayed until everyone had arrived. This 
was in the days before embalming and refrigeration, and so when the coffin was finally carried to its 
final resting place, it really smelt dreadful! - hence the term 'stinking rich'. 

Friends come and go, but relatives tend to accumulate. 
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CLASS CODE-WORDS & CLASS-PHRASES 

Upper Class - restricted to those families who held hereditary titles. A knight was not necessarily 
upper class, but even the most impoverished Duke, with the most proletarian tastes, certainly was 

Landed Gentry - restricted to those families who owned estates, and the big houses that went with 
them. No stately home or manor house: you're a farmer. Stately home, but no estate: you are not a 
member of the landed gentry. You might be 'distressed gentlefolk' or you might own the largest pile 
in the country (in which case you are probably simply 'rich' - which definitely places you in the middle 
class, unless you had bought yourself a title). 

Gentleman - there are a million different definitions of this term, and none is entirely satisfactory. The 
best definition is probably: 'a gentleman is a man whom a gentleman considers to be a gentleman.' 
The legal definition is " one who does not have to work for a living" - perhaps the welfare state has 
invalidated that one! Be it noted that some conduct which we would now find distasteful or even 
criminal was included within the term 'gentlemanly' 150 years ago. 

Distressed Gentlefolk - from the latter part of the period we are discussing. surviving members of 
formerly landed families who had little or no money left. Some were still in technical possession of 
their lands and houses, but these were heavily mortgaged; others had lost the lot. 

Decent Family - collateral branches of titled or landed families, or the families of members of the old 
professions (doctors, lawyers, clergymen, army and Royal navy officers), preferably with a bit of 
money and deep roots in their respective counties. 

Middle Class - at the beginning of the 19th century there was effectively no such thing as middle 
class. As the century developed, the term came into to classify those who were neither gentry nor 
labourers, but something in between. The old professional classes (see above) were lumped in here, 
along with teachers, civil servants, industrialists and owners of some retail businesses (a Bond Street 
jeweller was middle class; a provincial butcher was not). 

Trade - a wonderfully-ironic term of abuse used by the upper class and the gentry to refer to people 
who had earned shed-loads of money in a variety of occupations - most of which were prerequisites 
of the Empire that the former felt was 'theirs'. The term deliberately also included the provincial 
butcher as well as the owner of a merchant bank or shipping line. 

Working Class - everyone who had to earn a living by the sweat of their brows. It follows that almost 
the entire population was 'working class'. 

Lower Class - synonymous with 'working class' but slightly more demeaning. 

Upper Middle Class - this phrase was not in widespread use in the 19th century, and is meaningless 
in that context. Later came into vogue with the richer members of the middle class to describe 
themselves. 

Lower Middle Class - again not a 19th century term, and meaningless in the years prior to WW1. 
Later to be used of charge hands and junior managers/supervisors. A necessary term for the Upper 
Middle Classes, so that they felt superior to other members of the Middle Class. 

Gentleman Farmer - a man who owned farmland, which he farmed so carelessly and inefficiently that 
he could not make a penny from it. Not to be confused with a man who was *trying* to earn a living 
from the land, but who failed despite his best efforts. 

Yeoman Farmer - a man who owned and farmed his own land 

Tenant Farmer - a man who rented land from a land-owner and farmed it himself. The families of 
many tenant farmers had farmed the same land for centuries, and 'owned' it in all but name. 

White Collar Worker - a man who wore a collar and tie to work. Clerks of all descriptions, design 
engineers, managers, and so on. 

Blue Collar Worker - a man who did not wear a tie to work, and who worked in a factory. Machine 
operators, fitters, welders, and so on. 

Chattering Class - university-educated champagne socialists. A product of the latter part of the 20the 
century. 
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Top Drawer - someone who was described as 'not quite out of the top drawer' was uncouth and 
lacking in manners. Technically the term meant 'lower class' 

Hybrid Vigour - Used of the over-boisterous children of a member of a decent family and his (or her) 
lower-class spouse. 

Married beneath him/her - used when a member of class marries a member of another. 

Good Family - this is really 'county' (q.v.) phrase. A 'good family' is one which has been a member of 
the landed gentry (or nobility) for generations. 'One of The Best Families' is synonymous. 

County - Wealthy country landowners who wouldn't dream of owning a house in Town. They ride to 
hounds, shoot, fish and distribute largess to the poor at Christmas. 

Nouveau Riche - people who have earned their own fortunes, rather than having inherited them. This 
is considered utterly disgraceful by members of 'old families' (q.v.) 

Old Families - families which have been titled or landed for centuries. Members of 'old families' 
believe that 'old families' are superior to those of similar social-economic status whose ancestors 
were not so fortunate. 

Coming Out - the process by which daughters of wealthy and/or titled families are paraded around 
Town from party to party, and eventually presented at court. Not typically a process with which the 
landed gentry  bothered. 

Debutante - a girl in the process of Coming Out. 

The Season - the period of the year when Debutantes are Coming Out. 

Town - London 

Provincial - (of universities) - not Oxford or Cambridge. (of anything else) - not in London. 

Snobbery - a disease of some members of the middle classes who look down on the working man, 
and ape what they mistakenly believe are the attitudes and manners of the upper classes. 

Inverted Snobbery - a disease of some members of the middle class, who affect to sneer at those of 
greater social standing, and pretend an affinity with the working man. 

Officer Class - The officer class in the army made up of the upper class, the landed gentry and those 
from decent families. By definition the officer was a gentleman. If an officer disgraced himself, and 
was convicted by court martial of 'conduct unbecoming an officer and gentleman' he was cashiered. 
This meant that he had been found guilty of not being a gentleman, and as a result was unfit to be 
an officer. In the mid-twentieth century, officers who were granted commissions for the duration of 
WW2 only were wont to describe themselves as 'officers and temporary gentlemen'. Officers of the 
East India company, and later the British Indian Army, were typically socially inferior to their British 
Army counterparts, but as always, there were exceptions. 

from http://www.greenhillbooks.com/booksheets/eyewitness_in_the_crimea.html 

 
FINAL NOTE 

Any contributions to the newsletters for August need to be received by the editor by the next 
committee meeting/research evening, the last Thursday of the month, the 29th of July. Thank you to 
all those who have contributed. 

 
EPITAPH 

 No name, no date 
 Not a single fact 
(This grave complies with the Privacy Act)  

- from Top of the Morning Book of Epitaphs selected by Brian Edwards 
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