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COMING EVENTS (subject to change and confirmation closer to the event) 

1 Dec: Jan Gow - Computers and their use in Family Histories 

2006 

02 Feb: Evening Meeting - Suzanne Sutton-Cummings - Researching a Parallel Line      
16 Feb: Morning Meeting - Rachel Brown - Beginning Genealogy 

02 Mar: Evening Meeting - Brad Patterson - Long Term Project 
16 Mar: Morning Meeting - Philip Vallance - Heritage 

06Apr: Evening Meeting - Dr Stephen Hamilton - Archivist UH Library 
20 Apr: Morning Meeting -  

04 May: Evening Meeting - Angela McCarthy - Scottish-Irish Migrants 
18 May: Morning Meeting - Sharon Frederickson - Family History on Video 

01Jun: Evening Meeting - Michael O'Brien - My family history 
15 Jun: Morning Meeting - Judy Sears - Chapman Taylor 

06 Jul: Evening Meeting - Branch Members - Problem Solve / Brickwalls 

ALL BRANCH LIBRARY BOOKS TO BE RETURNED BEFORE THE HOLIDAY BREAK PLEASE! 

1 DEC 05 - EVENING MEETING  

 Jan Gow - Computers and their use in family histories - Jan Gow will be down from Auckland to 
speak to us all. As well as having her own family history shop, she has her own genealogy 
section in the monthly Netguide where she answers readers' questions.  

 Supper and Raffle - Jan's talk will be followed by supper. Please bring a plate with food on it. 
There will also be a raffle. The prizes will be 2 lots of book vouchers - $50 and $30. Tickets are 
$2 each or 3 for $5 and will be drawn on the night. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  

The fees  will be the same as they were last year: 

 Single $30.00  - a discount of $5.00 applies if paid by 31 December 2005  
 Household (Joint)  $40.00 - a discount of $5.00 applies if paid by 31 December 2005 
 Newsletter only is $15.00

 



 

 

OFFICE HOLDERS AND COMMITTEE FOR 2006 

Chair/Speakers  Sandra Greig 
Secretary/Speakers  Deb Beban 
Treasurer/Membership Dianne Fitzgerald 
Library    Lynne Gentry / Janet Ketchell 
Hall/Equipment  William Clark 
Information &  Technology Carol-Ann Mason 
Newsletter Editor  Suzanne Sutton-Cummings 

WHAT IS ON IN THE NEW YEAR? 

Please note that the February and March Evening Speakers may be swapped 

2 FEB 06 - EVENING MEETING 

 Suzanne - Researching a Parallel Line - The Bevan/Prince families arrived on the Lady Nugent in 
1841. The Bevans have left many records and there is a lot to be learnt by reading what they 
wrote, studying shipping lists, dairies, church archives, probates, NZSG resources and internet. 

16 FEB 06 MORNING MEETING 

 Rachel Brown - Beginner Genealogy - Rachel has been teaching beginner's genealogy at local 
High Schools for a number of years and gives her students a good grounding in researching 
family history. Many of them have caught the 'gene-allergy bug' - the editor included! 

2 MAR: EVENING MEETING 

 Brad Patterson - Long Term Project - Brad Paterson is director of the Irish-Scottish Studies 
Programme at the Stout Institute of Victoria University on Wellington. He will talk about the long 
term Irish-Scottish project at the Stout Institute. 

SURPLUS BDM CERTIFICATES 

Some of you will have copies of certificates that you don't need, so if you are wondering what to do 
with them, would you consider donating them to the NZSG for the Certificates Collection? 

Betty Pyne and I were handed a large number of certificates which were indexed prior to them being 
forwarded to the NZSG. Two big boxes have already gone, but I will add any that you might like to 
contribute before the list is sorted into alphabetical/chronological order. The actual certificates will not 
be held locally, but the index will be kept in out Group Library. 

Contact Helen Hinton email: hmhinton@paradise.net.nz, and we can arrange for their collection. 

PRESS RELEASE - GENEALOGY DISEASE HITS THE REGION 

On 1 February 2006 at the Park Bowling Club Kilbirnie the balloon goes up on the plight of families 
trying to put their family tree together.  Throughout the greater Wellington Region there are around 
1000 members in 7 Branches of New Zealand Society of Genealogists and they all have an incurable 
bug which brings some to ignoring the housework, the gardening, or the household chores, or the 
children!  Just to get another bit of information about their family history!  This malady is highly 
infectious!  There is no cure but a lot of help is available!  Family History Expo 

9.30 till 4pm an Expo of all facets of this fascinating pastime. 

Contact: Hanley Hoffmann  email : hdhoffmann@paradise.net.nz 

SODS LAW OF GENEALOGY:  

After years of painstaking research when you  finally solve the mystery of the skeleton 

in the closet, your tight-lipped spinster aunt will sniff, 

"Well, I could have told you all that!"

mailto:hdhoffmann@paradise.net.nz


 

 

OPENINGS AND CLOSURES OVER THE CHRISTMAS BREAK 

 Lower Hutt Library - Reduced hours between Christmas and New Year. Closed Public Holidays. 
 Upper Hutt Libraries - Tel. 527-2117 for opening hours. 
 Wellington Library - Reduced hours between Christmas and New Year. Closed Public Holidays. 
 Porirua Library - Phone 237-1533 for opening hours 
 The National Archives - Closes 1pm Fri 23th Dec and reopens 4th Jan. 
 The National Library - will be closed between Christmas and New Year 
 Victoria University of Wellington Law Library - This library is situated in the grand old Government 

Building opposite Parliament.  
 UHutt Family History Centre Christmas Closure - will reopen early February. Enquiries 526 4259 

SPEAKERS' REVIEW – MALCOLM MCGREGOR - PLIMMER'S ARK 

Malcolm was a bit worried that no one would turn up as he recently spoke at our morning meeting 
and at Porirua. However there were a large number who stayed on after the AGM including many 
who had attended the morning meeting. 

Malcolm was asked to help retrieve remnants of Plimmer's Ark surrounded by construction workers 
annoyed that their work had been disrupted. Some 40 tonnes of remains representing four-fifths of 
the lower part of the vessel have been extracted for preservation. This is what is on display in the 
Plimmer‟s Ark Gallery at the Museum of Wellington City & Sea on the Wellington waterfront. 

Malcolm has studied old drawings and photos of the ship 'Inconstant' which became Plimmer's Ark 
and also the book 'Life of John Plimmer' by John Young published in 1901 which had Plimmer's own 
descriptions of the ship and how he converted it into a warehouse about where old BNZ building is 
now on the corner of Lambton Quay and Customhouse Quay. 

MORE ABOUT JOHN PLIMMER AND HIS ARK 

John Plimmer was an important Wellington figure. He and his family arrived in Wellington in 1841 
and he became an important businessman becoming known as the „Father of Wellington‟. He died in 
1905 at 93 years old. Plimmer leased land at Clay Point, now known as Stewart Dawson‟s Corner. 
His first business there was a lime kiln. He later bought the land, built a house and a hotel and in 
1849 beached the barque, the Inconsistant, which had grounded at the Harbour entrance. This was 
used as a warehouse known as Noah‟s Ark or Plimmer's Ark.  

The remains of the barque were uncovered during the renovation of the Old Bank Arcade and the 
remains of the bow are on display in the building, whilst a gallery devoted to the Ark is located on the 
waterfront. The location was important as all traffic from the government end of town at Thorndon to 
the business end at Te Aro had to pass this point. 

The Bank‟s original furniture was made from timber from the Ark and when the present buildings 
were erected the stench from the stagnant water trapped beneath the foundations by the Ark 
produced a flurry of threatened lawsuits. Plimmer was a strong promoter of the rail link between 
Wellington and the Manawatu, and the seaside settlement of Plimmerton on that line was named 
after him. http://www.feelinggreat.co.nz/recreation/course/walks/arts+and+heritage+walks/89.php 

THE LIFE OF JOHN PLIMMER (EXTRACT) BY JOHN YOUNG 

"We had many happy days on board ship [the Gertrude]; we were, for the most part, all young and 
healthy, and looking forward with hope to the 'Land of Promise' the land of our adoption, and often 
calculated what pleasant homes we would build in this modern Goshen, the land 'flowing with milk 
and honey,' as our excited imaginations pictured it to be; for it had been represented to us as a 
venerable Eden. 

"But alas, how grievously were we disappointed on our arrival. There were beautiful trees 
descending to the water's edge, the hills were green, the climate delightful, and the bay a splendid 
sheet of water. But the hills and valleys were covered in primeval forest. What little level land there 
was, was overgrown with fern and flax, except here and there where the Maoris had cleared a spot 
to plant their corn and potatoes. Instead of the Eden of our imagination, the wild and stern reality lay 
before us, and we were here to do the best we could with it. On board ship we were all associated 



 

 

together, as it were, and could speak freely to each other of our guilded hopes; all was provided for 
us and we had no though for the morrow. 

"But no sooner were we landed than all was changed, and our bright prospects vanished into thin air. 
We became isolated, and everyone had to provide in the best way he could for himself and those 
dependent upon him. There were many families without a penny, with no knowledge of work, or the 
means of obtaining a livelihood. They soon found out that not only had they no homes in this land, 
but that their occupation was gone; and that they had to commence life again under very different 
circumstances. There were young men who had never soiled their hands with toil - some with money 
and some without. Many of those who had money, for mere want of occupation, took to drinking and 
gambling until it was all gone, and then despair and its consequences. On the whole, I think, the 
majority of those who had no money came off better than those who had, as it drove them to get a 
living somehow, and, as 'necessity is the mother of invention,' it happened that, while those who had 
money were spending their substance in riotous living, the others were inuring themselves to the toil 
and hardships of colonial life. These, for the most part, made good colonists. How often I have seen 
their tender hands blistered and bleeding as they toiled with sad but courageous hearts. I have often 
been sorry for them, and spoke words of encouragement to them, and urged them to persevere.  

"Almost the only work they could get to do was with the pick and shovel or barrow, or else fell and 
carry timber out of the bush. But I never in after time remember - when the circumstances of the 
colony had improved, and work was easily obtained - hearing any one say that he repented of his 
perseverance, but rather rejoiced that he had overcome the first difficulties of colonial life. (pp8-9) 

SPEAKER'S REVIEW: MARGARET HURST - NATIONAL TURNBULL LIBRARIES & 
PHOTOGRAPHIC COLLECTION  

Margaret talked about a few of the interesting collections found at the National and Alexander 
Turnbull libraries. One had to hear her to appreciate the amount and variety of information available. 
There are even 2 collections of all the children's books published in New Zealand dating back to the 
1840's.  

A number of the photos and newspapers have now been put on the National Library's website. [For 
the websites, see below]. Formerly 3 copies of every book published in New Zealand had to be 
donated to the National Library but now it is only 2 copies of each book or just one if the book is 
worth over $1,000! 

 

Holmes, William Howard 1825-1885 :Wellington, from the beach, Clay Point, April, 1854. Reference 
No. D-018-003-a. Image from Alexander Turnbull Library Timeframes website. Used with permission.



 

 

WEBSITES 

 National Library http://www.natlib.govt.nz 
 Newspapers over 750,000 pages from 34 publications: http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/ 
 Photographs: http://timeframes.natlib.govt.nz (The image on previous page is from this site) 

 'From noon on 30 November until 11.59am on 7 December, The Scotsman Digital Archive will 
be free to all users. Log on to www.archive.scotsman.com Christmas has come early! 

 Dunedin cemeteries are now searchable online: http://www.cityofdunedin.com/cemetery 

 Eketahuna, Tararua cemeteries: http://www.tararuadc.govt.nz/asp/cemeteries 

 Palmerston North City council cemeteries are now online. 
http://www.pncc.govt.nz/Council/Services/CemeteriesDatabase.htm 

 The NSW BDM site has just extended its online searches for Deaths to 1974 and Marriages to 
1954. No changes to Births unfortunately.  http://www.bdm.nsw.gov.au/familyHistory/search.htm 

 Maps: http://www.multimap.com and http://www.wises.co.nz/ 

 Find a street or a place in the UK - if it is still there, the little yellow arrow will point out the street 
where your ancestor was born, married or died: http://www.streetmap.co.uk 

MORE ON THE SUBJECT OF DNA AND THE Y CHROMOSOME 

NET HELPS SON FIND SPERM DONOR – Dominion Post 4 Nov 2005 

An American teenager born from an anonymous sperm donor has managed to track down his 
biological father. The boy, 15 at the time, sent a swab of his saliva to a website used by genealogists 
to chart family trees. For a fee of US$289.00, (about NZ$415) his DNA was mapped and added to 
the website‟s database, which sends e-mail alerts to clients when close matches appear. The 
service, FamilyTreeDNA.com compares the user‟s Y chromosome against a database of Y 
chromosomes from other males. 

Nine months later the boy was informed of 2 close matches. He was contacted by the 2 men, who 
were both using the website to trace their family trees. 

Though the biological father had never supplied his DNA to the site, his Y chromosome profile 
shared by his son and closely match by the 2 other men, suggested they must be related. The 
similarities in Y chromosomes between the boy and the 2 men revealed a 50% chance that all 3 had 
the same father, grandfather or great-grandfather. According to New Scientist, both men who 
contacted the boy had the same surname, though with different spellings. 

Using this information, the boy used a second website, Omnitrace.com, to compare the surname 
with the few details of his biological father given by the fertility clinic, which included date and place 
of birth, and his college degree. The search brought up a match for his father. 

Similar details of British donors, as well as religion and occupation, are offered to their genetic 
offspring. No unethical practice had been undertaken, yet confidential information had been 
obtained. 

Britain and some other countries now insist that sperm donors allow themselves to be identified once 
their children reach a certain age. In the US, most sperm donors are still anonymous – The Times. 

ISLAND‟S SECRET – FROM ANCESTORS FEBRUARY 2005 

Tristan da Cunha is a remote South Atlantic Island founded by 7 men and 8 women who arrived on 
the Island between 1816 and 1908. Their origins are Scottish, English, Dutch, American and Italian. 
It now has a population of around 300 and there are only 7 surnames on the island. 

However a sample of 76 men whose DNA have been analysed, uncovered 2 additional family lines. 
One came from a normal gene mutation that occurs naturally. The other showed evidence of an 
unknown man who left his genes, but not his surname on the island – probably from Eastern Europe 
which is not surprising as many passenger ships, cargo vessels and whalers, some from Russia and 
Norway, used the island for trade and replenishing supplies. 

http://www.archive.scotsman.com/
http://www.cityofdunedin.com/public/registers?Burl_form+F
http://www.pncc.govt.nz/Council/Services/CemeteriesDatabase.htm
http://www.bdm.nsw.gov.au/familyHistory/search.htm


 

 

Four instances of non-paternity were also discovered, which proved there were extra-marital affairs 
amongst the islanders as the Y chromosome of the man with the presumed surname matched up 
with that of one of other surnames on the Island! 

THE REAL SCROOGE (SCOTTIE – 8 JAN 05)  

From the "Rampant Scotland" weekly online newsletter early this year. 

Film versions of the book "A Christmas Carol" by Charles Dickens are often televised at this time of 
year. But few people watching the performance of Ebenezer Scrooge will know that the basis of the 
main character was an Edinburgh man, buried in Canongate Churchyard in the centre of the city. 

According to the diaries written by Dickens, the author was wandering in the churchyard in 1841 
when he came across a grave which he thought read "Ebenezer Lennox Scroggie - mean man". The 
inscription actually read "meal man" as that was his occupation. Dickens misread it and was so 
shocked that it stuck in his memory and formed the basis of the novel published in 1843. 

I wonder what my paternal grand-mother Thomasena Scroggie ever knew of the story, and what she 
thought about it. However, her father came from Ayrshire.  

Ian Fyfe  

THE REAL OLIVER TWIST - (Family History Monthly Christmas 2005) 

A new book claims to identify the real-life inspiration for Dickens' ionic orphan. The Real Oliver Twist, 
by John Waller, tells the story of Victorian philanthropist, Robert Blincoe. 

Just 4 when he was put into the workhouse, he campaigned as an adult to protect children from the 
hardships he had suffered. A record of his experiences, A Memoir of Robert Blincoe, by John Brown 
was published in 1829. 

Waller gives evidence that Charles Dickens read the memoir shortly before he began work on Oliver 
Twist and demonstrates striking similarities between the account of Robert's early existence and that 
of the fictional Oliver. They both began their lives in a parish workhouse and suffered the 
belligerence of the money-grabbing parish officers who were their official guardians; both narrowly 
escaped a dangerous apprenticeship to a master chimney sweep; and both had links with genteel 
society (Blincoe himself believed himself of noble birth and Twist is eventually adopted by a 
gentleman). Like Twist, Blincoe is thought to have been given his name by a workhouse overseer. 

A CHRISTMAS DAY LAW - (Family History Monthly Christmas 2005) 

Many British people unwittingly break the law at Christmas time. The Holy Days and Fasting Days 
Act of 1551 (which has never been repealed) states that all citizens must attend a Christian Church 
service on Christmas Day and they must walk to get there. It is possible that this law was introduced 
to encourage humility by forcing the wealthy to walk to church alongside the poor. 

THOSE LOST RECORDS 

"My ancestry goes all the way back to Alexander the Great," said one lady. 
She then turned to a second lady & asked, "And how far back does your family go?"  
"I don't know;" was the reply, "All of our records were lost in the Flood." 

HINTS FOR RESEARCH - from the Internet 

 The page of microfilm where your ancestor's name appears is unreadable and appears to 

have been filmed after a five-martini lunch.  

While it may be that the original filming of the document is the reason it is unreadable, many 
microform copies are made from other microfilms and they may be several “generations” removed 
from the original. For this reason, a copy in one repository may be of better or worse quality than a 
copy in another repository. Make a note of the film and page number, and when you have the 
opportunity to visit another repository that has that film, you might want to do a quick check to see if 
you have better luck there.  

 The documentation you seek was . . . 



 

 

(a) Onboard the Titanic. 

(b) Burned in a courthouse fire. 

(c) Eaten by a dog.  

This is unfortunately often the truth. Records are often destroyed in fires, floods, or natural disasters.  

After the Great Chicago Fire of 1871, most of the city's records were lost. Many people had to 
reconstruct records in order to get their lives back in order. Millions of records had to be re-recorded 
to prove land ownership, citizenship status, or other life events. For this reason, a search of court 
records in later years can often yield substantial results.  

Alternative sources can also be checked. Local libraries, archives, or genealogical or historical 
societies may know of or hold some sources unique to your area of interest.  

 The courthouse clerk who holds your grandfather's naturalization papers has just been 

insulted by another genealogist.  

This can all too often be the truth, and for this reason it is very important for us to always be polite to 
the keepers of the records we seek, no matter how frustrated we become. But sometimes we can 
change bad impressions with a smile, a kind word, or a simple act of kindness. We will catch more 
flies with honey than with vinegar.  

 You work for years to find the missing link in your family history. When you finally find it 

and tell your family, Uncle George says, "Oh, I knew that!"  

This underlines the importance of interviewing all living family members (I've tried interviewing the 
dead ones, but they don't always respond!). Even if you had interviewed Uncle George, though, did 
you ask the right questions? Many times those not familiar with genealogy may not realize the 
significance of these tidbits. Let him know exactly what information will help you.  

Did you let him know what information you have? Sometimes by showing him a chart or a brief 
summary of what you know, he may be able to help you fill in the blanks.  

Have you kept him up to date with new information you have found? Sometimes new information will 
help to jog his memory and bring to light new information.  

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS FOR NAMES: 

1. Thou shalt name your male children: Albert, James, John, Joseph, Josiah, Richard, Thomas, 
William 

2. Thou shalt name your female children: Elizabeth, Mary, Martha, Maria, Sarah 
3. Thou shalt leave NO trace of your female children. 
4. Thou shalt, after naming your children from the above lists, call them by strange nicknames such 

as: Polly, Dolly, Sukey 
5. Thou shalt NOT use any middle names on any legal documents or census reports, and only 

where necessary, you may use only initials on legal documents. 
6. Thou shalt learn to sign all documents illegibly so that your surname can be spelled, or 

misspelled, in various ways: Hicks, Hickes, Hix, Hixe,Hucks, Kicks 
7. Thou shalt leave NO cemetery records, or headstones with legible names. 
8. Thou shalt leave NO family Bible with records of birth, marriages, or deaths. 
9. Thou shalt ALWAYS flip thy name around. If born James Albert, thou must make all the rest of 

thy records in the names of Albert, AJ, JA, AL, Bert, Bart, or Alfred. 
10. Thou must also flip thy parent's names when making reference to them, although "Unknown" or a 

blank line is an acceptable alternative. 

From http://searches.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/listsearch.pl (enter Bedford in the box) 

contributed by Diane Fitzgerald 

SODS SECOND LAW OF GENEALOGY: 

Never ever put the right information on ANY of your certificates  

because if you do your descendants may actually find you.   

http://searches.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/listsearch.pl


 

 

THE GENEALOGISTS' CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

'Twas the week after Christmas and all through the place 
A confused family historian was scanning the space 

Looking for wire manuals and books and things 
To activate the new computer or modem that Santa did bring. 

Although they've been researching for many a year 
They've waited until now to conquer the fear 

Of all electronic programs and finally get 
Ready to leap into the great unknown, the internet 

Although they still cannot program the VCR clock 
On the World Wide Web they are hoping to unlock 
More genealogy connections and cousins to meet 
Braving virus and worm and spam that's not meat 

So remember, gentle veteran, of that long ago day 
When Santa gave you a computer on which to play 

And be kind, gentle, patient and clear 
With each newbie cry for help you are bound to hear. 

Your new cousin is on hold with the software company 
For an explanation of the function key they can't even see 

They have stories of your relatives long ago 
So call your roots, share your data and together we will grow. 

From Palmerston North Newsletter Nov 05 

 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS! 


