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Evening Meeting:  7.30pm 2

nd
 Thursday, February to December 

Day Meeting:  10.00am 3
rd

 Thursday, February to November 
Venue:  Petone Community Centre, 7-11 Britannia Street 
Postal Address:  PO Box 31-024, Lower Hutt 5040 
Website:  www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz  
Convenor:  Alistair Hardy  
Secretary:  Terry Stock HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz   
Editor:             Suzanne Cummings  sjsc@clear.net.nz  
 

COMING EVENTS (subject to change) 

11 Aug: Bolton Street Cemetery - Nick Perrin  
18 Aug: Salvation Army Archives – Paul Jarvis (Archivist) 

08 Sep: Shetland - Hamerafin & Resources – Ruth & Ross Mainland  
15 Sep: Shetland - Hamerafin & Resources – Ruth & Ross Mainland 

13 Oct: Researching in Salt Lake City – Annette Gazley 
 

Evening meeting doors open 7 pm notices begin 7.30 pm speakers begin about 8 pm 
(approx 1 hour) 

Day meeting doors open 9.30am notices begin 10am speaker begins about 10.30am 
(approx 1 hour). Please note the Library does not open until 10am. 
 

THIS MONTH'S EVENTS 

 Nick Perrin will be speaking on the Bolton Street Cemetery. This will be different from 
his presentation in May 2010 

 Paul Jarvis, Salvation Army archivist, will be speaking about their archives. (These 
are now situated at 20 William Booth Grove, Upper Hutt. Phone 528-8628)  

CD COLLECTION 

 At each of the branch meetings, Lynly Yates will discuss one of the CDs from our 
collection, showing how to best to access relevant information. The CD that will be featured 
this at both of July meetings will be the New Zealand Marriage Index. 
 

EXTRA HOURS AT THE NATIONAL LIBRARY 

 The National Library, currently housed at 77 Thorndon Quay, will offer extended 
hours until 4pm on Saturday 20

th 
of August with family history help desks available as well. 
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FAMILY HISTORY MONTH RAFFLE 

 Tickets will be sold at both meetings this month and in August for the Family History 
Month raffle to be drawn on the 27

th
 of August at the Expo in the Johnsonville Community 

Centre. Tickets are $5 each. There are also consolation prizes. 

� A quilt made by Jocelyn Thornton worth about $800 (photo in July newsletter) 

� A week's accomodation in Salt Lake Plaza, USA 

� Two hour clinics with Jan Gow on Skype 

 Apologies to Joan McCracken and Gill Knox. The email version of the July newsletter 
has a wrong name. It was Joan McCracken holding up the quilt not Gill Knox. 
 

GENEALOGY/FAMILY HISTORY HELPERS AVAILABLE AT PETONE LIBRARY 
 10am -12pm 1

st
 and 4

th
 (not necessarily the last) Wednesdays and the 1st Saturday 

of the month. This is a good opportunity for those new to family history to get advice from 
the experts!  

 If there is anyone else interested in helping please contact Marie Perham  or Joy 
Adams  

 

FAMILY HISTORY MONTH AUGUST 2011 
 Family History Month went off to a fine start with Warwick Johnston - author, historian 
and myth buster - talking about Britannia, New Zealand's first organised settlement. There is 
not a lot in the history books about that first settlement in Petone, not a lot about the original 
inhabitants nor about those first European settlers, most of whom were squatters. 

 

The NZSG Scottish Interest Group of Greater Wellington  Research Afternoon 

Saturday 13 August 1-4 pm 
Petone Public Library Meeting Room, Britannia Street 
Door charge $3. All welcome  
Contact Pen Brown penbrown@globe.net.nz 

The Wellington Greater London Interest Group Research Day 

Saturday 13 August 10am-4pm 
St Lukes Church Wadestown Lower Hall (the hall is down alleyway) 
34 Pitt Street (Cnr Wadestown Rd) 
$5 for day or $2 for half day 
For further information ball@xtra.co.nz  

 



3 

Wednesday evening speaker series, drinks and nibbles at 5:30pm and guest speaker at 
6pm. These will be based in Connolly Hall on Guildford Tce (off Hill Street, Wellington) 
except for one evening which will be at the Loaves and Fishes which is behind the Anglican 
Cathedral (cnr Hill and Molesworth Streets).  

Cost $5 per evening or $20 for a five-night ticket. These will be available on 3 August at first 
event. 

� Wednesday 10
th

 – Graham Langdon on “Immigration to New Zealand” 

� Wednesday 17
th

 – (At the Loaves and Fishes) Jan Gow on “Website resources” 

� Wednesday 24
th

 – (back at Connolly Hall) A panel on “Recording, organising, and 
presenting your data” 

� Wednesday 31
st
 – Judy Jones, visiting from FamilySearch Utah, “Can Archiving Save 

Space, Money, Your Mind and Your Marriage?” 

Why you are you (YURU) Kapiti Branch, presents The ancestral dance.  

Thursday 18 August Sir Jon Trimmer, shares stories of his ancestors and of his 50 years of 
dancing and acting.  4pm and 7:30pm Tickets $10. Information available from 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nzlsgkb Southwards Theatre, Otaihanga Road Paraparaumu. 

Wellington Central Library, Family History Section, Level 2, of Wellington Central 
Libraries, 65 Victoria Street. Weekly series of Tuesday lunchtime, 12-1pm, genealogy talks. 

� Tuesday 16
th

  – Brenda Joyce of the Māori Interest Group of the NZSG, will talk on 
“Finding your whakapapa: an introduction to Māori genealogy” 

� Tuesday 23
rd

 – Jessica Berg of Wellington City Libraries, will present “BDM and 
beyond: a guide to official records and more” 

� Tuesday 30
th

 – Gabor Toth, Local History Specialist, Wellington City Libraries, 
presents “Wellington local history resources: an introduction to Wellington specific 
resources and their use” 

Free Friday Tours 

 Each Friday in August. Participants are asked to meet at the venue at least five 
minutes before the start of the tour. No charge.  

 Register for tours at the NZSG Family Search desk at the National Library's 
Reading Room, 77 Thorndon Quay, Wellington, T: 474 3048 E: nzsg@dia.govt.nz  
Numbers for all tours are limited. 

� Friday 12
th

 – Wellington City Council Archives, 2 Barker Street, Wellington (off 
Cambridge Terrace, first street south of Basin Reserve) 11am–12noon 

� Friday 19
th

 – Wellington Central Library, Victoria Street, Wellington - Family 
History area, Level 2. 11am–12noon 

� Friday 26th – Archives NZ & the Alexander Turnbull Library, Archives NZ, 10 
Mulgrave Street, Wellington, 9.45 – 10.45 (ATL) and 11am–12noon (ANZ) 

Saturday 27 Aug 10am-5pm EXPO at the Johnsonville Community Hall  

3 Frankmore Avenue. Entry $5 per adult, children free. 

The main hall will be filled with books, maps, files, fiche and film research material and other 
special interest resources. Upstairs will be a coffee bar plus individual help desks to get 
started or get that extra insight to take you furthur on your way. 

To be added to P 3 at end of AFH Month items: 
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A PLEA and A REQUEST 

Please support the various events being held to mark Family History month. Those who 
attended the first Wednesday evening speaker, Warwick Johnston, enjoyed the occasion. 
There is something for everyone and it is close to home. 

If you are planning to attend the Expo at Johnsonville on Sat 27 August, please note the 
Hutt Branch will staff a table to take our message to the multitudes. We would appreciate 
your help by taking a spell on the desk to enable the rest of us to have a break and a 
stretch. You do not have to be a vastly experienced sleuth to help out.  

See you there! 

Alistair Hardy 
Convenor 
 

WANGANUI BRANCH NZSG - AUSTRALIA-NEW ZEALAND HERITAGE DAY  

Saturday 13 August 10am-4pm at the Alexander Heritage & Research Library 

Wanganui District Library staff and the NZSG Wanganui Branch invite you to discover your 
heritage. Help with your research enquiries will be available for free.  

We will be joined by Deborah Shuker of the NZSG Australian Special Interest Group with 

 their resources. 

Be the first to see the Wanganui Founders Branch Wanganui Portrait Collection. 

For further info please contact heritage@wanganuilibrary.com or phone 06 349 1000 
 

PALMERSTON NORTH NZSG - RESEARCH DAY 

Saturday 10 September 9:30am-4.00pm  

Kilwinning Lodge, Church Street (opp 'Farmers' and Ashley St) 

Entry $10 

� 10am Speaker Dr Graham Langton from Archives New Zealand – Immigration. 

 Shipping & Immigration resources and advice on hand throughout the day 

� Introductory talks on Papers Past & Electroal Rolls. 

 Genealogy beginners advice available 

� Book a consultation to break down your brick wall 

 Large range of resources available for research 

Free tea and Coffee – bring your own lunch or eat out  
 

NEW ZEALAND FAMILY HISTORY FAIR 2011 

26-27 August 

This year the NZ Family History Fair will be held on Friday and Saturday 26-27 August at the 
Claudelands Events Centre in Hamilton. 

For more information see the latest Genealogist or website www.familyhistoryfair.org.nz   
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WEBSITES 

� http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz 

Latest additions to Papers Past (July 2011)  
Akaroa Mail and Banks Peninsula Advertiser (1877-1920)  
Daily Telegraph (1881-1901)  
Feilding Star (1910-1920)  
Northern Advocate (1910-1920)  
Observer (1910-1920)  
Wairarapa Daily Times (1902-1919)  
Wellington Independent (1845-1859)  

 
� Dutch Research – www.genlias.nl – use 'English' button if you don't understand Dutch 

 
� Forensic Genealogy - http://www.genealogytoday.com/articles/reader.mv?ID=628 This is an 

excellent link which explains about forensic genealogy to find out more about what 
you have already 

 

THE DO'S AND DON'TS OF GENEALOGY  

DO 

• Do keep record of everything that you do 

• Do speak to as many living relatives as possible 

• Do use internet sites with searchable databases 

• Do use your public (and branch!) library 

• Do find out if other people are researching the same family tree 

• Do create a form that you can hand out relatives for them to fill in 

• Do verify any dates with certificates when possible 

• Do join your local friendly genealogy society 

• Do search through obituary columns regularly 

• Do try to visit towns where your family used to reside 

DON'T 

• Don't do things too quickly - a methodical approach to genealogy is much safer 

• Don't try to use your memory in order to remember dates when talking to people 

• Don't rely on the internet too much. Some information is not available online 

• Don't pay too much for information from Web sites (most reputable sites charge a nominal fee to 
cover costs) 

• Don't discard surnames that are spelt slightly different to yours 

• Don't think that everything on your PC is safe without backups 

• Don't buy the latest PC if you are only going to use it for genealogy 

• Don't localise your search too much. Many families have links to other countries 

• Don't think you are alone. Other people might be searching the same tree as you 

• Don't ever give up - try looking at things from another angle if you are stuck 

from The complete beginners guide to starting out in genealogy, Family Trees for Beginners
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BACK TO BASICS - FAMILY HISTORY TIPS  

Interviewing Relatives 

You should always begin your family history research with what you and your family know 
already before visiting any archives – but remember that this can stir up some sensitive 
issues. Talk to as many family members as you can, especially the eldest, but try not to turn 
it into an interrogation – let them speak as they wish (use a voice recorder if they don't 
mind), and make sure you take comprehensive notes. Talk to them over more than one 
session if necessary, and remember to see if they have any old documents such as letters, 
photographs, medals or awards. 

Be Organised 

One of the golden rules in genealogy is 'be organised'. When you first start it's easy to keep 
track, but of course the further back you go, the more material there is! There are many 
software packages to help record your material – but a simple notebook is fine, too, as long 
as you can read it clearly later. There are now many storage systems for organising your 
material, as well as specially printed pedegree, family group and research charts 

Maidens and Marriage 

It's helpful to know when a woman's maiden name is used, and when it is her married one. 
In all listings after her marriage, she appears under her married name. If she was widowed 
and subsequently remarried, the entry in the GRO civil registration will be her first married 
name (her new maiden name, as it were)  

What's in a Name? 

If you can't find the name you're looking for, bear in mind that as you go further back in time, 
there are more and more variant spellings, especially before the 18

th
 century when 

orthography was less fixed than today. Shakespeare's surname, for example, has been 
found in 57 variations! If you're using finding aids online, don't use the 'exact spelling' option 
and you may find who you are looking for. Check the Guild of One-Name Studies (www.one-

name.org ) as they have details of the many surname research groups clued up on all the 
variants. 

Work Backwards 

Genealogy is the one field where the only way forward is to go backwards!. Never try 
researching forwards in time, as it is easy to start following the wrong line. Start with yourself 
and work methodically back through parents, grandparents and so on 

Web Watchwords 

Every month seems to bring another amazing resource to the internet – civil registration 
indexes, census records and more. But be warned: all that glistens is not geneological gold. 
Many websites rely on teams of people to transcribe the information, and errors are 
inevitable, especially on indexes. Always go to the original page image online if you can 
(such as the censuses), or check the original documents on microfolm at your local archives. 

 

RULES FOR DRAWING TRADITIONAL FAMILY TREES (HAND WRITTEN) 

� Use capital letters for surnames 

� Keep all people of the same generation on the same line 

� Place the eldest issue on the left and the youngest issue on the right, in birth order 

� Legitimate issue is indicated by a straight descent line 

� Illegitimate issue is indicated by a wavy descent line 

� Dubious issue is indicated by a dotted descent line 

� Adopted children my be indicated by a different descent line 

� Always place the latest generation lowest on the family tree 
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� Dates are shown thus: 20 Mar 1988 

� Use c. for circa (about) if unsure of the correct date e.g. c. 1890 means 'about 1890' 

� Use = (equals sign) for marriage 

� Use ~ (wavy line) for defacto relationship 

� Show the date and place of marriage above or below the equals sign: 

� E.g. John SMITH = Mary JONES         

� 27 Mar 1898, Auckland 

� Show two or more marriages thus: 

� John SMITH =(1) Mary JONES = (2) Ann THOMPSON 

� Issue fron each marriage should descend from the relevant marriage symbol (=) 

� Amount of detail will vary depending on what you are trying to illustrate. Minimum 
details are: 

� Name (not necessary to include the surname if the surname is common on the 
whole family tree) 

� Date of place of birth/baptism 

� You may wish to include: 

� Date and place of marriage 

� Date and place of death/burial 

� Occupation 

� F = twin 

� Women are buried under their maiden name 

� Paper - greaseproof is good 

� Parchment paper and pencil is best for trees 
 

 


