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COMING EVENTS (subject to change and confirmation closer to the event) 

02 Aug: Derek Griffis NZ Illegitimacies 
16 Aug: Branch Members – Finished Product 
30 Aug: Computer Special Interest Group 

06 Sep: Rob Aspden - Probates 
20 Sep: Joanna Newman WCC Archives 
27 Sep: Computer Special Interest Group 

04 Oct: Rachel Brown – House research  
18 Oct: Branch members - ‘Unusual places we have found family information’ 
25 Oct: Computer Special Interest Group 

01 Nov: Pam McKirdy – Death Records and AGM 
15 Nov: TBA  
29 Nov: Computer Special Interest Group 

06 Dec: No speaker - Supper will be provided by the committee 

02 Aug: In July 2005 we had Keith Griffith talk about adoption. This month we have Derek 
Griffis talk about New Zealand illegitimacies. 

16 Aug: Branch Members – Finished Product. We had a very successful and interesting 
evening session earlier in the year. Bring along and show off what you have done and be 
inspired by what others have done. 

30 Aug: Computer Special Interest Group 

COME EARLY TO ALL MEETINGS FOR RESEARCH AND LIBRARY - 6.30.pm for evening 
meeting and 9.15.am for the morning meeting on branch meeting days and 6pm on ComSIG 
night. 

CUPPA AND COOKIE - available before the morning meeting - and after the evening 
meetings - gold coin donation please 

BECAUSE POSTAGE HAS GONE UP 

Please consider receiving your newsletter by email if you get a hard copy. This would be 
helpful in lieu of rising postal costs. Alternatively, you could make sure you or someone 
you know can pick up your newsletter for you fron one of the meetings. The advantage of 
getting the email copy is that you get nice big colour pictures!
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VACANCY 

Unfortunately the current editor has to finish her accounting qualifications so a new editor is needed 
for this, the Hutt Branch Newsletter starting December 2007. 

 

THE FOLLOWING REMITS ARE TO BE PRESENTED TO THE NOVEMBER 01 2007 AGM 

Part 1: ‘That the Hutt Valley Branch of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists opt to go with the 
New Zealand Society of Genealogists in regards to the proposal regarding the Charities Commission 
ruling’ 

Part 2: 'The end of the financial year for the Hutt Valley Branch of the New Zealand Society of 
Genealogists in accordance with the Charities Commission and Government requirement will be 
changed to 31 March and that the next AGM will be after 31 March 2009' 

 

TO ALL GLIGERS AND ALL GENEALOGISTS/COMPUTERISTS 

Computing Class St. Patrick's College, Kilbirnie (Term III) Tuesday, 17th July at 3:30 pm 

This computing class will resume on the above date.  

Great News! The fee for each class member is again only $10.00 for the Term of 10 weeks.  

There are a number of features of many of the available genealogy programs which may be of 
interest. So, during the coming Term, some of the following topics may be presented :- 

A) Amalgamating 2 or more related Family Tree files.  This involves the Exporting and Importing 
of GEDCOM files.  (Genealogists are strongly advised to maintain one and only one Family 
Tree file.) 

B) Matching and Merging of possible duplicate individual records.  
C) Capturing, precisely and meaningfully, the Source of each unique item of genealogical 

information. 
D) Using the PAF Companion program for charts and reports. 
E) Publishing a Family History book. 
F) Book : Ahnentafel Chart (Ancestry). 
G) Book : Modified Register (Descendancy). 
H) Calendar. Birthdays and Wedding Anniversaries at your finger tips. 

If anyone knows of any person who may be interested in acquiring some computing skills - 
genealogical or otherwise - please encourage that person to come along. The first attendance is 
always free of charge. 

 

"AFTERNOON RESEARCH" -  SCOTTISH INTEREST GROUP OF GREATER WELLINGTON 

Sunday afternoon 12th August, 2007, 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm. 

Using our own usual resources plus a selection of census index resources from Auckland with an 
emphasis on 1851, 1881, and 1891 censuses. 

If you have some useful Scottish material to share with others, do bring this along, and do label with 
your name. 

NB: location: upstairs in the Thomson Block at St. Orans College, 550 High Street, Lower Hutt, and 
there is plenty of off-street parking.  

Door charge $5. All welcome. Contact: Pen Brown  penbrown@globe.net.nz 
 

NEW IN THE LIBRARY 

 Port Nicholson's First Town 1840 – by Warwick Johnston
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GREATER LONDON INTEREST GROUP 

 13 interested people attended the inaugural meeting of the Greater London Interest Group 
Wellington Sub group on a cold but dry Saturday afternoon in July held at the Ngaio Scout 
Hall.  

 The next meeting will again be held in the lower hall, St Luke's Wadestownl August 11th at 

2pm with a door charge of $2.  
 The GLIG covers all that within the M25. It is an informal group of people participating in an 

exchange of ideas and sharing resources and information.  
 A 'cuppa' is provided. 

 If you wish to come please contact Ann Ball at ball@xtra.co.nz or talk to Janice, Lois or Deb 

 

MYRTLE BROWN 

Our life member, Myrtle Brown, passed away in Auckland. Our condolences to her family and 
friends. 
 

LETTER FROM ARCHIVES NEW ZEALAND 

On behalf of Archives New Zealand, I would like to thank the Hutt Valley Branch of the New Zealand 
Society of Genealogists and the 2007 conference organisers for the excellent job they did in 
coordinating conference plans with our Access Services team. The information flow was timely and 
very clear, making our job much easier. While our main contacts were Lynly Yates and Dawn 
Chambers, we realise that there were many behind the scenes volunteers that assisted them. 

We also thank all your volunteers who helped in the reading room during the very busy days before 
and after the conference. Without them, we would not have been able to give the genealogy 
researches the level of service that was achieved. 

We also thank you for the opportunity at the conference to feature many of the archives that are 
infrequently used by genealogists. We hope that your members will take advantage of the wide 
range of documents we hold that will enhance the stories of our ancestors. This research not only 
contributes to individual family histories, but also adds to the important role of documenting New 
Zealand’s social history. 

Yours sincerely 
Dianne Macaskill 
Chief Archivist and Chief Executive 
 

THEY'D PAVE PARADISE AND PUT UP A PARKING LOT – from www.genealogue.com 

This unusual notice appeared in a UK newspaper: RELATIVES are being invited to collect their 
headstones from a graveyard which will be turned into a car park. Bolton Council Planning 
Committee gave the go-ahead for Lee Lane United Reformed Church in Horwich to be turned into 11 
two-bedroom apartments with parking spaces. 

WHERE HAVE ALL THE GRAVESTONES GONE? 

Unfortunately you cannot automatically expect to find your ancestors' graves in tact and their 
gravestones in exactly the same place they were planted.  

For example a cemetery in Ruabon (near Wrexham) is now a Memorial Park with park benches. The 
gravestones are lined up around the edges of the park walls and those that were left over are lying 
flat on the ground to form a 'concrete path' for the bewildered visitor to walk on while looking at the 
upright stones. Another Church cemetery I looked at in the area had a beautifully built retaining wall 
beside the path to the church but upon closer inspection it appears to be made of old tombstones. 

A church I saw in Switzerland has the most colourful, tenderly cared for cemetery I have ever seen 
complete with photos of most, if not all, of the deceased but the gravestones did not appear to be 
more than about 50 -100 years old. What happened to the ones who were before them?   
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SPEAKER'S REVIEW – HANLEY HOFFMANN - FAMILY TREE MAKER & IT'S SIMPLICITY 

Hanley Hoffman from the Kilbirnie branch gave an extremely informative talk on the Genealogy 
Program, Family Tree Maker.  Hanley is also involved in the Kapiti Legacy Users group and a user 
himself of Family Tree Maker. 

Family Tree Maker outsells all other genealogy programs put together.  It is considered the simplest 
program to use.  Version 16 is the latest version, but Hanley suggested that it is not worthwhile 
updating our current programs yet as there is not much difference between the last few versions.  He 
suggested that we only use one file for all our genealogy including both sides of our families.  The 
program does: 

 Books 
 Calendars 
 Charts – long or vertical 
 Simple time-lines 
 Handles adoptions 
 Photos  (Click on space) 
 Gedcom – to CD, Flash Drive, Memory Stick then into the new program 

As I have recently purchased Family Tree Maker 15
th
 Deluxe Edition for Australia and New Zealand, I 

thought it might be worthwhile to write a somewhat longer report than usual giving a ‘hands on’ view 
of the program discussed.    

First of all I must thank Hanley for his encouragement and useful comments, it certainly helped.  Up 
to now I have been using PAF, from the old PAF 3 through to PAF 5 now.  This is the free download 
program from the LDS church web site  www.farmilysearch.org.  My main reason for buying a 
genealogy program was so I would have the program available CD as a back up should my 
computer ‘crash’ program and all. 

The things I like about Family Tree Maker were: 

 It was easy to load and to use (didn’t need to use the manual at all) 
 Nice format with both sides of a marriage on the screen in front of you 
 Easy to input information with lots of options 
 Has a separate medical tab for inputting medical details 
 Has a good variety of charts 
 Has the internet options (but I haven’t used these yet) 
 Format is a little more colourful than PAF 5 
 Inputting photos is sooooo easy and you can add more photos for each individual (not sure 

how many though) 
 As well as inputting photos it will input documents as well  - very useful if you want to scan 

your certificates in. 

The things I didn’t like about Family Tree Maker were: 

 The way it organised sources, I felt it didn’t sit the sources next to the event as well as I 
would have liked  (this may say more about me than the program !!) 

 Customising the charts is somewhat tricky  (I may need more practice !) 

In conclusion 

My overall findings (and these are purely personal ) would be that I would recommend it to anyone 
that wanted a good basic program to gather their information in, from the inexperienced computer 
user through to the more advanced.  However if you want to get really serious about sourcing,  
another program may serve that purpose better.  I have found the additional discs that came in my 
Family Tree Maker very useful.  And having tried Hanley’s recommendation of combining all the 
different family lines into one file extremely useful.   – Janet Ketchell 

 

HERE'S AN INTERESTING QUESTION 

How many of your cousins do you know? Is it 10? 20? or even 30?. Did you know that on average 
we each have over 100 3

rd
 cousins, living relatives with whom we share a great-great grandparent – 

and over 500 4
th
 cousins? 

That’s why it is worth joining websites which put you in contact with living members of your family!!



SPEAKER'S REVIEW -  JUDY KIRBY – NZSG'S PEDIGREE COLLECTION 

For the use of NZSG members only - maybe a good reason to join!! 

The reason the collection exists is to put members with like research in touch with one another 
to save research time and money on ground that may have already may been covered. BDM 
Certificates may already have been bought. Also, this is an excellent way of ensuring some of your 
research is permanently archived which becomes ever more important as time goes by and we age. 

How can you make use of the collection? 

Best access to what the collection holds is the NZSG CD Rom Indexes. The most recent is version 
IV. If you own a copy of the CD search your names of interest; remember to search under maiden 

names for women, and if a match comes up labelled PED (Pedigree Collection) note the number 
reference given and contact me citing this number and including the name, as this provides a double 
check. 

The NZSG database is a collection of surnames that have been taken from the Pedigree charts that 
members have sent in. Every surname on a Pedigree chart is entered into a computer index. The 
Pedigree is a chart showing a person plus 3 preceding generations by name plus date and place of 
birth, death, and marriage events.  

The database lists all the names from a pedigree but includes only one of the 3 events. 

 Access to the collection 

 The index to the collection is on the NZSG Index CD-ROM but is not on the NZSG's web site. 

Members can write to the officer citing just a name/names they are researching without a reference 
number a check of the index will be run on the database. There is also an online query form on the 
NZSG's Pedigree web page. 

When inquiring, remember the following:  

1. Very uncommon names: Just the surname will do 

2. Reasonably uncommon names: The surname plus the first or Christian names 

3. More common names: Add places of events which can be searched on and dates for 
verification where known. A search can not be made just using dates. 

4. For a very common name be prepared to contact a number of people who may be related. 
 

The officer will provide the following information 

The Collection Officer will give you the name and address of the sibmitter of the information. It is 
then up to you to contact the sibmitter direct. As a result a submitter will often supply you with more 
information than is held in the collection.  

Note that the names and especially addresses of some contributors may have changed since the 
information was supplied. While you will be given the latest address available for any contributor you 
might have to do a little detective work yourself (through phone books, electoral rolls, etc.) Sadly 
some of our earlier contributors may now be deceased.  

If all attempts of contact come to nothing a copy of the pedigree can then be forwarded but it is 
preferable to contact the contributor as they probably know much more about the person than 
appears on the pedigree. 
 
When you are searching the indexes of the NZSG Pedigree Collection, if a particular name/family 
appears more than once then others could be researching that name/family. 

If you have submitted a Pedigree, and a particular name/family appears only once, then that will be 
the name/family you have submitted. Members are encouraged to submit their Pedigree family to the 
Collection. 



A HALF A DAY AT ERDDIG – voted Britain’s 2
nd

 best stately home 

The only time we managed to be in the wrong place at the wrong time was when we were in 
Wrexham, North Wales, on the last Wednesday in June and discovered at 3:50pm that the doors to 
Erddig House closed in 10 minutes. Erddig was a good 20 minute's drive from Wrexham and it would 
not open again until midday on Saturday. If we had arrived a week later in July, it would have been 
open on Thursday. However, we had to be in London before it opened again. 

Not to be beaten, I found out the best way to get to Wrexham from London and 2 weeks later spent 
5 hours travelling each way by trains and taxis to check out the 215 year old painting of my ancestor, 
Edward Prince, and his haunts. The 4 hours spent there talking with staff about my ancestors, 
walking through the house, looking though the gardens and of course, the shops, was well worth the 
effort. 

This estate was gifted to the National Trust on the 14 March 1973 by the last squire, Philip Yorke, 
who, due to hard times and with no heir, had seen the estate fall into ruins. The estate had not even 
had electricity connected (most of the rooms still don't have electricity). It was as if time had stopped 
there at the beginning of the 1900s. The original House which was finished in the 1680s had had 2 
wings build onto it and included a chapel complete with stained glass windows. 

The Yorkes were great archivists. They kept letters, receipts, accounts, everything, no matter how 
trivial, even their staff's uniforms which meant it was fairly easy to piece together the origins and 
history of almost everything on the estate. They were the only estate owners who had more paintings 
and photos of their staff than themselves. But with the portraits came the Yorke's doggerel (bad 
poetry) about their faithful staff. The last Yorke did not want any of this destroyed. 

Although there was a gentleman's agreement not to mine under the house, the National Coal Board 
had dug under the 2 extensions of the building causing it to subside a little. Much land came with the 
estate and the National Trust sold 63 acres, to help pay for the extensive renovations. Finally on a 
wet day in June 1977, (not unlike the day I was there), Prince Charles arrived in one of the estate's 
vintage cars to open the house which 'has already been open for 300 years'.  

Erddig still includes 1200 acres of parkland and there are several walks on the estate for those who 
have the time.  See also  http://www.erddig.co.uk/ and 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/northeast/sites/wrexham/pages/erddig2.shtml ....... Editor
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WEBSITES 

 The following has the speech of the Governor General at the 2007 NZSG Conference  
http://www.gov-gen.govt.nz/gg/speeches.asp?type=current&ID=401 

 Understanding Death Certificates - Have you ever struggled to understand the cause of death 
on an old certificate? Have you ever wondered what Phthisis meant? Here's a site that has all 
the answers: http://www.antiquusmorbus.com 

 Early Wellington" by Louis. E. Ward is online! 
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~nzbound/early_wellington.htm 

 Deb reckons this is a good site - http://shadowsoftime.kiwiwebhost.biz/index.html 

 From Cyndislist for those researching in Denmark. English Danish Dictionary - Here you shall 
find a free bidirectional English-Danish Lookup that will provide users and learners of both 
languages with a rich linguistic resource of terms and definitions  
http://www.babylon.com/define/100/Danish-English-Dictionary.html  

 

MODERN LIVING - A THREAT TO FUTURE GENEALOGY? - www.lostcousins.com 

Marriage certificates are a mine of information for researchers - so how will genealogists of the 
future cope, given the number of unmarried couples who have children? At the same time, less and 
less children are baptised (in Britain, at least), virtually eliminating another key source. 

And to cap it all, more and more people are being cremated, reducing the chances that future family 
historians will be able to find vital clues on headstones. 

Then we read in New Scientist about a Canadian woman who has donated eggs so that her 
daughter, who has Turner's syndrome, can have babies. If she did, she'd be giving birth to her own 
sibling - a challenge, we suspect, for any family tree program! 

Breaking down brick walls of the 18th and 19th centuries is difficult enough, but it seems that 
genealogists researching the 21st century will find it even tougher. 

 

I'M RUNNING AWAY WITH YOU – from www.findmypast.com 

Increasingly British people are choosing to marry abroad, for a number of different reasons, such as 
cost, inclement weather and a wish to avoid family confrontations. The most popular destinations for 
overseas weddings are the sun kissed beaches of the Caribbean or Mediterranean, as well as South 
Africa and Las Vegas. A recent survey suggests that up to a quarter of British marriages now take 
place overseas.  

Whilst that's all well and good for the couple themselves, sipping pink champagne as golden sunlight 
reflects off the bride's pristine white dress as if it was the most natural thing in the world, very few of 
them spare even a passing thought for the genealogists in their family. A marriage at midnight in the 
Fijian moonlight might be romantic, but would it have killed them to do it in Cheam and stay on the 
English and Welsh BMD records? 

www.findmypast.com has now added British Overseas Birth, Marriage and Death records for 1995-
2002 to their already comprehensive BMD collection. With these new indexes you can track down 
the couples who were married on a whim by an Elvis impersonator, the children born to parents 
who’d started a life abroad and any British subjects who died on foreign soil.  

One eminent example, in August 1997, was Diana, Princess of Wales. Although her funeral took 
place back in England the death itself was registered in France, and as such does not appear on UK 
birth, marriage and death indexes. 

The British Overseas Birth, Marriage and Death records for 1995-2002 are the complete set held by 
the General Register Office but not every British birth, marriage or death that occurred in these years 
will be included. The indexes only include events that were registered with the British Diplomatic 
Mission (embassies, high commissions and consulates). 

If you can't find the records that you're looking for you can contact the British Diplomatic Mission in 
the country in question. 
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THAT'S LIFE: A CENSUS POEM – from http://www.LostCousins.com  

This poem by an unknown author was published in the July 2007 edition of RSS News, a magazine 
for members of the Royal Statistical Society in London.  
 
He said "Your occupation please", 
This census-taking guy. 
I started to enumerate 
And said quite frankly, "I 

Wash the dishes, scrub the floors, 
Shine the windows, polish doors, 
Bathe three children, wipe their noses, 
Work a little in the roses. 

Do the washing, iron the clothes, 
Pick up playthings, mend the hose, 
Sweep out daily, close britches, 
Sew a dress with tiny stitches, 

Nurse a sick one, make the beds, 
Kiss hurt places, shampoo heads, 
Wash the blood off, hunt the mittens, 
Wipe up after pups and kittens, 

Tuck in covers, hear each prayer, 
Brag a little, ease a care, 
Take your pick. I get no pay, 
But that's what I do every day". 

He listened very carefully, 
That's why I'm so annoyed, 
Because that man just scribbled down 
'Housewife. Unemployed.' 

[ Don't we fill in our own census forms now? ] 
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