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COMING EVENTS (subject to change and confirmation closer to the event) 

03 Aug: Barbara Brownlie, Curator of the Ephemera Collection, ATL 
17 Aug: Branch Members - Quiz Time (with prizes for the best team) 

07 Sep: Branch members - Quiz Time (with prizes for the best team) 
21 Sep: Dr David Collingwood - Old King Cole 

05 Oct: Linda (ATL) - Oral History 
19 Oct:  RGO 

02 Nov: AGM, Gary Tonks - The Tonks Family of Early Wellington 
23 Nov: Marlene Sayers - Parish Chest Records 

07 Dec: Alison Underhill - 19th Century Clothing 

03 AUG  - MORNING MEETING -  BARBARA BROWNLIE - CURATOR OF THE 
EPHEMERA COLLECTION - ALEXANDER TURNBULL LIBRARY 

Unfortunately Joan McCracken will not be able to make it. However her college has kindly 
agreed to take her place. Joan assures us we will find Barbara's presentation fascinating.  

17 AUG: BRANCH MEMBERS - QUIZ TIME  

Come along for a fun morning with questions to test your knowledge and know how. There 
will be spot prizes and prizes will be awarded for the best team. 

COME EARLIER FOR RESEARCH AND LIBRARY 

The committee have decided to have an earlier opening time on branch meeting days to 
allow for any research and library use by members - 6.30pm for evening meeting and 
9.15am for the morning meeting. Bring any genealogy questions for the question box :-) 

TEAS AND COFFEES  

Available a half hour before the meetings. Gold coin please for your cuppa and cookie. 

RAFFLES - at each of the meetings. Tickets will be 50 cents each or 3 for $1.

 



 

 

SCOTTISH INTEREST GROUP OF GREATER WELLINGTON 

Sunday 13th August 2006, 1- 4 pm.  

"Afternoon Research", using our own usual resources plus a selection of resources from Auckland, 
and an emphasis on available records of deaths, burials, cemeteries, headstone inscriptions, a 
mortcloth list, and obituaries. If you have some useful Scottish material to share with others, do bring 
this along, and do label with your name.  

Please note new location: upstairs in the Thomson Block at St. Orans College, 550 High Street, 
Lower Hutt, and there is plenty of off-street parking.  

Door charge $5. All welcome. Contact: Pen Brown  penbrown@globe.net.nz 

HUTT VALLEY RESEARCH DAY 

Sunday 15
th
 October 10am -4pm.   

 „How to‟ groups  Video and DVDs  Old Maps printed to order 

 Internet access  Irish research  Scottish research 

 Look ups  Microfiche readers  

THE WAIKATO WAR 1863-64 and REVISITING GALLIPOLI 

Chris Pugsley's 2 papers from the June NZSG Conference at Hamilton are avaliable to download as 
a PDF file from: http://www.genealogy.org.nz/news/C Pugsley papers.html  

These 2 inspiring papers, which were not included in the Conference proceedings are well worth 
reading.  

Other meetings in the region .... latest newsletters in the library. 

PORIRUA BRANCH 

Wed 9 Aug 7:25pm Pataka Meeting Room, Porirua Public Library, Norrie Street, Porirua  

KILBIRNIE BRANCH 

Mon 21 Aug , Kilbirnie Library 

KAPITI BRANCH  

Tue 25 Jul 7:30pm  Bill Carter - talking to old people, getting info on past history - Kapiti 
Community Centre  
Sat 5 Aug 10am Help with your Research - Research Room Paraparaumu Library. 
Mon 14 Aug 7:30pm  Computer SIG LDS Website and how to use the Rootsweb lists - Sue Green - 
Paraparaumu Library Meeting Room.  

WELLINGTON BRANCH 

Wed 16 Aug 9:30am St Giles Church House Kilbirnie - Alison Ainsworth & Eileen Kennedy from the 
Department of Internal affairs - Births Deaths and Marriages - the latest information. 
Wed 23 Aug 7:30pm Connolly Hall, Guildford Tce, Thorndon - Malcolm McGregor - John Plimmer 
and Early Wellington 

WAIRARAPA BRANCH 

Mon 21 Aug 7:30pm 79 Queen Street, Masterton (next to Wairarapa  Archives) Chris Petersen - 
Bicycle Journey in tibet 

WEBSITES 

 This is wonderful to click on the county in UK and see if your old village exists in photo form. 
Sandra   http://www.francisfrith.com/archive/england/dorset/ 

 A bit light hearted. Carol Ann http://www.onlineconversion.com/dayborn.htm 

mailto:penbrown@globe.net.nz
http://www.genealogy.org.nz/news/C
http://www.francisfrith.com/archive/england/dorset/
http://www.onlineconversion.com/dayborn.htm


 

 

VAULTED MICROFILM TO BE DIGITIZED - http://www.genealogy.org.nz/about/memlist.html 

In the Granite Mountain Vault deep in Utah's Wasatch Range, technicians are offering reels of 
microfilm to cyberspace, which will bring worldwide genealogical resources directly to home 
computers.  

New technology developed by a top team of computer scientists working in the vault has increased 
the speed of digitizing the 2.5 million rolls of microfilm beyond the expectations of experts in charge. 
this means Microfilms in the vault will be online, and original records can be accessed with home 
computers, as well as at local libraries and Family History Centers. Ordering microfilm to be sent 
from the Salt Lake Vault to local Family History Centers will be unnecessary eventually. These 
centers have been invaluable for genealogists everywhere and film ordering will continue in the 
5,000 centers as the digitizing project proceeds. No dates have been announced for images to be 
online. 

The vault will continue to serve as the international center for preservation of the chronicles and 
history of generations of families. New films are flown in every day from camera stations operating in 
more than 200 sites. Although microfilming continues in some areas, the digital cameras in  
the field will simplify future online presentation. Billions of family names will be available online and 
free to your home computer through the Church Web site, www.familysearch.org. Public libraries offer 
this free Web site, which the LDS Church made available in 1996 in local Family History Centers. 

What is the Granite Mountain Vault? Several tunnels were blasted through solid granite deep in the 
mountains east of Salt Lake City. Steel girders shaped corridors for finely finished interior walls, 
furnishings and carpeting, electric lighting, and humidity control. Steel filing drawers reach from the 
floor to the ceiling in the vault, which officially opened in 1966 and has become the repository to 
protect international records. The Utah Genealogical Society has been filming records since about 
1938. Since completion of the vault, films have been flown to Utah from camera stations in many 
nations, to be processed, cut to rolls, duplicated, and catalogued for researchers. 

More cumbersome equipment was used in the early days to record information at nonconformist 
parishes throughout the shires of England where aged treasures were at risk. Mormons also 
photographed documents at courthouses and churches in America, England, Scotland and Ireland, 
as well as the archives of many nations. Camera crews turned the yellowed pages in archives  
in London, the U.S. National Archives and the Library of Congress, and the notable Daughters of the 
Revolution Library. Also catalogued were ancient records in Leipzig, Breslau, Pomerania, 
Amsterdam, Saxony, Rome, and Madrid. The world's largest collection of German genealogical 
resources is catalogued in local centers. Immediately after the fall of the "Iron Curtain," leaders  
from Utah met with heads of eastern nations who were pleased at offers to film national and church 
records which had survived centuries of wars, inquisitions, fires, and storms. 

Local descendants, especially of Jewish ancestry, await new images of records dating back several 
centuries in Austria, Poland, Hungary, Slovakia, and Lithuania. Some filming has continued for 
several years in Russia. 

SPEAKER'S REVIEW - ALISON UNDERHILL - 19TH CENTURY CLOTHING 

Alison's talk was absolutely fascinating as she talked about Colonial and Victorian Clothing. For 
those of us who could not make the morning meeting, she will be back again at the evening meeting 
in December and will bring along a mannequin which she will dress from the knickers up! 

YOUR BUTTONS PLEASE 

Thank you for inviting me to your group, nice, friendly and interested people. I changed my E mail 
address on those cards but its not correct it is tomaliu@ihug.co.nz  

If any your members hear of any one wanting to throw out buttons , I'd be grateful for them I'm trying 
to put together a collection for the future generations to enjoy. Once again thanks to you and your 
group I felt most welcome.  

Alison Underhill 

http://www.genealogy.org.nz/about/memlist.html
http://www.fami/
mailto:tomaliu@ihug.co.nz


 

 

JOSEPH ZAWADA - POLISH REFUGEE CHILDREN TO NZ DURING WW2 

Recently, that is in 2002, I had a most amazing genealogical experience, if I can call it that! I will tell 
you about it later. Now I wish to tell you about that part of my life , which led to that experience. 

My early history 

Early in the Second World War I had lost my parents and virtually the only family document that I 
had till 1993 was a family photograph, which was taken in Eastern Poland in 1935, and on the back 
of it were some names. I was then about 2 years of age. The others on the photograph were my 
brother, cousin, Mum , Dad and Dad‟s family and friends. My youngest brother was not on it - he was 
born in 1936. 

I mentioned Eastern Poland, because that part of the country was overrun by the Soviet Union in 
1939, actually the demarcation line between the German and the Soviet occupied parts of Poland 
was very close to where our family lived. 

Deportations 

Within 5 months of occupying our country, the Soviets began a large scale deportation of the 
“enemies of the people” – all those that could offer them resistance. Nowadays it is called 
euphemistically “Ethnic Cleansing”. 

Deportations were planned to the last detail. Deportation Squad came in the middle of the night, 
when all members of the family were asleep at home. Shocked people were simply told to pack and 
were taken to the nearest assembly point at a school or the railway station. 

Everyone had to go. One friend told me recently how her sick grandfather said: I am not going 
anywhere and refused to get out of bed and was shot as he lay there. The house was searched for 
arms and while searching, the soldiers looted what they wanted. Whatever remained in the house 
and livestock were plundered by the neighbours the moment we were gone. For practical reasons all 
dogs were usually shot on the spot. 

We were not told where we are being taken, but as the cattle trains crammed with people sped on 
and on - it became clear to these people that they are being taken to remote parts of the Soviet 
Union, where the local people refused to migrate for work – Arctic Circle, Siberia and Central Asia  

It was a simple economic and political plan – bring in enemies where they could work for the country 
in harsh conditions and in the process be exterminated. Most of these deported would have perished 
as was intended - Then more people would have been brought in from the occupied territories to 
suffer a similar fate. 

It was a very successful plan and most of us would have perished if it had not been for the Hitler‟s 
sudden and unexpected attack on the Soviet Union, on 22 June, 1941 

Exodus to Iran 

Initially the Soviet Union was losing the war, but by a quirk of politics because Britain had guaranteed 
Poland help and now that Germany and Soviet Union were at war, Britain insisted that Poland and 
the Soviet Union make an agreement so as to present a common front to Germany. 

When Poland and Soviet Union mended their relations, all Polish citizens got so called “amnesty” 
and were allowed to seek better conditions, but for majority of them it was too late. Of the 1.7 million 
deported only about 600,000 could be traced by the Polish authorities, the rest were presumed dead 
or lost.  

Under the agreement a Polish army was formed inside the Soviet Union. Eventually, this army was 
needed to protect allies oil supplies in the Middle East and when it was evacuated to Iran, some forty 
thousand civilians were evacuated with it. The army went on to Iraq and eventually to fight in Egypt 
and Italy. 

My father died in a train, during our journey to the Polish Army Recruiting Centre, my mother died 
when we reached the Centre and my youngest brother died shortly after we reached Iran. After 
about 2 years in Iran, in 1944 my elder brother was sent to a Polish Merchant Navy College in UK. 
Thus I found myself all alone in a polish orphanage in Isfahan, Iran.



 

 

Dispersal from Iran 

The civilians could not stay in Iran indefinitely because of economic difficulties. So the Polish 
Government in Exile, in London, appealed to the League of Nations for help to re-settle these people 
as they could not return to Poland because the war was being waged there. Then these civilians 
were dispersed to India, East Africa, South Africa, Mexico and a small group was invited to come to 
New Zealand for the duration of the war. I was among the group selected to go to New Zealand. 

Polish Children’s Camp, Pahiatua , New Zealand 

When we arrived in New Zealand, we were shown a lot of sympathy and goodwill by New 
Zealanders, because most of them were aware, from local newspapers and radio, of the input the 
Polish army, Air Force and Navy had in the fight against the Nazi Germany. 

I distinctly remember receiving a letter at the Polish Children‟s Camp at Pahiatua in 1947 – the Polish 
Red Cross was advising me that that someone was trying to get in touch with me – but the letter was 
from someone in Silesia, in Western Poland and I remembered that my family lived in Eastern 
Poland. Fortunately the teacher explained that the Polish population, which remained in Eastern 
Poland during the war, after the War was shifted from East to West and resettled in so-called 
Recovered Territories. 

As it turned out, it was my aunt who was trying to locate me, and I continued to correspond with her 
for many years and when she died I corresponded with her eldest daughter. 

I was at the Polish Children‟s Camp at Pahiatua, when the war ended. There we received the news 
that Churchill and Roosevelt acquiesced to Stalin‟s demands at Yalta and Eastern Poland was 
incorporated into Soviet Union, and some other European countries were put under Soviet control. 

For us who waited in New Zealand for the end of the War, it was just another traumatic experience, 
which we had to accept. 

At the Polish Children‟s Camp at Pahiatua, we noticed amongst our Polish care givers an anti-British 
feeling. They kept their comments to themselves, but we also knew that our Western Allies have 
betrayed us and that we have nowhere to go. 

For orphans, like myself it was a very stressful time – endless changes, adjusting to New Zealand 
school, language difficulties – I had no one to advise me what to do – all this resulted in complete 
loss of confidence – I always felt at an disadvantage and felt that I should apologise for myself. 

Also, we were so indoctrinated in Polish patriotism that it was practically impossible to shake it off. 
Years later when I applied for New Zealand citizenship, I felt like a traitor. First few of our group who 
became NZ citizens were ostracised. 

I have noticed that some of the Polish people brought up under the communist system and who 
recently settled in New Zealand have a more practical approach. 

We were not prepared to return to Communist controlled Poland and fortunately we were allowed to 
stay in New Zealand, by the then coalition government, till we reached maturity and were able to 
make our own decisions whether we want to return or not. Only about 10% of children and personnel 
who arrived in New Zealand in 1944, returned to Poland. Orphans, like myself, had nothing to return 
to. 

Growing up in New Zealand 

When I was growing up in New Zealand I did not have any family, but many friends from the Polish 
Children‟s Camp in Pahiatua. At 29 years I fell in love with a girl from the Camp and we were married 
and had 4 children.  My brother in England married an Irish girl and he had 2 children. During those 
days we hardly corresponded. 

Meeting my brother after 53 years 

Years went by and our children grew up. Our youngest son, who represented New Zealand in Karate 
competitions in Spain, visited England in 1996 and made contact with my brother. He was 
determined that my brother and I meet. Our 2 youngest boys got together and facilitated a trip to 
New Zealand for my brother. We met again after 53 years.           



 

 

Genealogical experience 

Now to return to my opening remark, that in 2002 I had a remarkable genealogical experience. 

It so happened that in 2002 was the 60
th
 anniversary of our arrival to Iran and a pilgrimage to visit the 

cemeteries we left behind was being organised by the London Branch of the Association of the 
former children of Isfahan Polish Orphanages. A friend rang us from London – she talked to me for 
about an hour – when I put the receiver down I declared: “we are going to Iran”. “Over my dead 
body,” said my wife (it was soon after the September 11

th
 bombings). Then my wife changed her 

mind and I was not sure. Then we got very excited about the idea and we decided to go against 
everyone‟s advice. Our friends from USA and Canada gave it a miss for security reasons. 

Visiting Iran in 2002 

We attended the ceremony of the blessing of the Polish cemetery in Teheran and prayed over the 
grave of my youngest brother Ludwik who lies there among many other children. (Altogether, nearly 
2,000 polish citizens, men, women and children lie there). All died the same year, 1942.  

I was surprised how many surnames on the gravestones were identical with surnames of the children 
I knew at the Polish Children‟s Camp at Pahiatua. I took many photographs and later sent them to 
my friends. In many cases it proved to be a photograph of a grave of some member of their family.  

Other cemeteries we visited were in Isfahan and Pahlevi (now Anzali). We could not visit all the 
Polish Cemeteries we left behind. The 3 I mentioned are the major ones. There are other cemeteries 
in Ahwaz, Kazwin, Khoramshar, and in Meszhed. 

 A person from the New Zealand Embassy in Teheran joined us for the blessing of the Polish 
Cemetery in Teheran.  Throughout the ceremonies we sat together, she preferred to sit with us, to 
sitting in front with the important guests.  

My brother, my wife and I go back to Poland 

From Iran we went to UK to visit our son, who was on transfer there, his family, and my widowed 
brother. Next we were going to Poland for the very first time since our deportation in 1940. At first my 
brother refused to come with us, he felt that his command of the Polish language was no longer 
good enough. However he soon changed his mind and the 3 of us, my brother, my wife and I arrived 
in Warsaw 62 years and 3 months after our deportation from Poland.  

We discover a huge family 

My brother and I decided to visit every person with whom we had corresponded in Poland. They 
were not many, but as we arrived, we were introduced to many other cousins and told about other 
cousins we simply must visit. I was overwhelmed. Fortunately my brother remembered some names 
of both my mother‟s and father‟s brothers and sisters. 

One Sunday, as we were leaving the church with our cousins on my mother‟s side, someone pointed 
at me and said: “look there goes the priest” – my cousin explained to me that in appearance I was 
very much like my uncle the priest, who often visited them. This gave me a great sense of belonging. 
We also found out that our father and mother both came from families of 9 children each. 

Searching for family history 

Poland is a country whose boundaries frequently changed and people re-settled. Since late 18
th
 

Century it was under domination of 3 foreign powers - then badly destroyed during World War I and 
World War II. No foreign nation had respect for its archives. Many important documents disappeared 
for ever. 

Some records had to be kept in foreign languages – under the Russian partition, the priests who 
acted as government officials in keeping records of births deaths and marriages, were forced to keep 
these church records in Russian, using Cyrillic script, which is unintelligible to most Polish people, 
under German and Austrian partitions, the records were kept in German. You have so many 
obstacles that in the end you have to relay on memories of the older family members. 

I was orphaned when I was 7 or 8 years old. Hardly old enough to remember much about my family 
and I always wanted to know more. When my auntie started writing to me after the war, we were told 
at the camp to be careful as to what we write because it could prove dangerous for our family in 



 

 

Poland.  Poland was then a communist state and all correspondence was censored. I wanted to ask 
so much but did not dare. 

Family history ingrained in stone 

Another time when visiting Poland, we went for a stroll in one of the many Warsaw‟s parks.  We 
stopped by a monument commemorating the execution, during the Warsaw Uprising in 1944, of 120 
boy orphans and their priest caregivers. Later we were told that my uncle on my father‟s side was 
one of the care givers. He was shot by the Germans in the head, but the bullet went through his 
neck. He was found wounded and nursed back to health.  

When my wife and I visited our cousins in Poland, we took every opportunity to find out about our 
families. I established a contact with 2 people in my family who are interested in genealogy – one 
gave me my mother‟s family tree – the other one gave me a booklet with short life stories about my 
father‟s  brothers and sisters, so now I have enough material to start compiling a family tree for my 
children and grandchildren. 

NEW ZEALAND RIVER DROWNINGS 1840-1887  by Bruce Whitely 

Recently I have transcribed the NZSG booklet “New Zealand River Drownings 1840-1887'' being a 
return of recorded drownings to Parliament, for its inclusion for the forthcoming C.D.'s that will be the 
New Zealand Burial Locator. It is believed that this series of returns was to measure the need for 
new bridges. 

Having finished the database I decided to play with the results and to determine some data  from it. 

Between 1840 and 1871 full names were given so I could determine the male/female figures. These 
showed that after 1863, each year the typical result would be about 60 to 70 males as against 7 to 
10 females. Prior to 1859 the numbers are close to single figures but this may reflect on how the 
returns were determined  from newspaper and inquest results. Note as no ages were given I could 
not determine which may have been children but several times this could almost be read into the 
results as two or more may have been included in the same river and for the same date.  

Unfortunately from 1871 to 1887, initials only were recorded so the difference could not be found. A 
total of 2118 named persons were recorded for this whole period, 1972 males and 146 females.  

Also listed  were a large number of unknown persons but these were not included as they would 
have no meaning in the burial locator project. The three worst years were 1865 with 139 drownings, 
1866 with 129 and 1869 with 108. Although this was the middle of the gold rush those rivers didn't 
figure any more prominently in the results. 

The ten rivers with the largest number of drownings were :- 

   Wanganui 92  
   Grey 75. 
   Waikato 72 
   Avon 58 
   Hokitika 51 
   Hutt 42 
   Waimakariri 39 
   Manawatu 34 
   Wairoa (Northland) 33 
   Molyneux 31 

Many of the other major rivers were in the range of 20 to 30 for each. The worst figures for the Hutt 
River are 1858 with 10 drownings, including 5 of the STANNAWAY family, plus several unnamed 
natives for the same date. 

So this exercise showed up some facets of our ancestors lives for me.



 

 

TOP TEN SIGNS OF GENEALOGICAL INSANITY 

10. Building a bomb shelter to house your clipped obituaries. 

9. Giving each of your ancestors a cool nickname and a superhero power. 

8. Refusing to inspect your kids' report cards without first donning white gloves. 

7. Getting kicked out of the Family History Centre for tasting the microfilm. 

6. Getting married in your great-grandmother's wedding dress instead of the customary tuxedo. 

5. Taking DNA samples from your garden gnomes for genetic testing. 

4. Starting every family-history interview with the question, "Mind if I get undressed?" 

3. Organising a family reunion for everyone who shares your first name. 

2. Accusing Cyndi of sending you secret messages through her list. 

1. Believing that all your ancestors were out to beget you. 

Thanks to Chris Dunham at http://genealogue.blogspot.com/ 
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