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COMING EVENTS (subject to change and confirmation closer to the event) 

05 Aug : Evening Meeting - Paul Alpe - Computer Databases and Indexing. 
19 Aug : Morning Meeting - Janice Price - Research in UK (talking about her recent trip) 
26 Aug : Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8;30pm for Members’ Research. 

02 Sep : Evening Meeting - Pen Brown - Scottish Research. 
16 Sep : Morning Meeting - Gerry Eady - UK Research. 
30 Sep : Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members’ Research. 

07 Oct : Evening Meeting - Ian Fyfe - Switzerland. 
21 Oct : Morning Meeting - Bart Russell - World War 2. 
28 Oct : Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members’ Research. 

04 Nov : Evening Meeting - AGM Georgina Beyer MP. 
18 Nov : Morning Meeting - William Clark - How to do Research. 
25 Nov : Research - The Library is open from 6.00pm until around 8:30pm for Members’ Research. 

02 Dec : Evening Meeting -  Party Time! 

COMPUTER DATABASES AND INDEXING - PAUL ALPE 

Our speaker for this month's evening meeting, 5 August, is Paul Alpe. This will be the same address 
(or thereabouts) as that he gave at the Hastings Conference.  

RESEARCHING IN THE UK - JANICE PRICE 

Our speaker for this month's morning meeting, 19 August, will be Janice who will be talking mostly 
about her recent trip to the UK which included family history research. 

MISSING MICROFICHE 

Whole schools of microfiche have been swimming out the door! We have noticed that they mostly 
manage to find their way back but we would appreciate being informed of these borrowings in case 
the person netting these prize specimens becomes family history. There is a notebook in the library 
to record any before they go out the door.  

The committee realise that those who borrow the microfiche readers need microfiche to made it 
worthwhile. However a lot of our microfiche have been kindly donated by Betty Pyne and any missing 
microfiche are likely to be hunted down like a killer whale that has had its babies stolen! 

The Committee 
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RESEARCH DAY IN PALMERSTON NORTH 

Palmerston North Branch is holding a Research Day on Saturday, 14
th
 August 2004 between 10am 

and 4pm at the Leisure Centre, 569 Ferguson Street, Palmerston North.   

This is supported by a busload from the NZSG Family History Centre in Auckland, bringing down 
research material, books, fiche, maps, CD Roms.  

Interest Groups involved are Australia, Channel Islands, Cornish, East Anglia, Greater London, 
Midlands, North-West and North-East England, Southern England, Isle of Man and Huguenot.   

There is a door charge of $10.  BYO lunch.  

IRISH RESEARCH WEEK-END - Arranged by Wellington Branch, NZSG  

St Giles Church Hall, Corner Vallance St & Kilbirnie Cres, Kilbirnie, Sat 11th, Sun 12th, September, 
11am-5pm, Admission $5 one day, $ 7.50 two days 

Gwen Reiher will talk at noon on Saturday on ‘Starting Irish family history research’ and at noon on 
Sunday ‘Answering your questions’. We will have research material from the Irish Interest Group in 
Auckland, and our Joe Cassin Irish Collection.  

If you have some useful Irish material to share with others, do bring this along. Do label with your 
name. Photocopier, CDs and microfiche readers available. We will have a sales table for any of your 
second-hand books. Please bring your own lunch. Coffee and tea provided. ALL WELCOME   

HERITAGE WORKSHOPS 17 JUNE & 1 JULY 2004 

A very sincere Thank You to the leaders of the groups at our two workshops, Catherine Birch, Dawn 
Chambers, Ian Fyfe, Molly Geeves, Diana Orr, Lynly Yates & the miscellaneous group, Joy Adams, 
Helen Hinton, Pat Long, Marie Perham, Betty Pyne. Your contribution was very much appreciated by 
all. 

Jan Walker 

SPEAKERS REVIEW - HERITAGE WORKSHOPS 

The evening was a hum of activity as people sat in their topic groups eagerly discussing or listening. 
Conversations flowed freely and there was an obvious air of enthusiasm and interaction. It seems 
everyone benefited from attending their nominated group. Some of the handy hints picked up were: 

 read up on as much as possible of the history and background of the area (and in the era) of 
interest that you are researching. (the branch library is a good place to start) 

 when writing your family history make it read like a story 

 check the sources of your information 

 when writing about living family members, get them to write about themselves and have them 
check what you have written before publishing it 

 ask around, someone is sure to provide suggestions on how to proceed with your research 

 label all photos by writing on the back of them with a soft pencil 

 consider scrap booking as a format for presenting your genealogy to that special family member 

 acid-free paper/photo albums will preserve your precious photos for longer.  

 collect written proof  

 ask others for help  

 check the branch membership book to see if anyone else is chasing your tree too.  

 when in doubt, go back to the start of your research and come at another angle i.e. 2nd 
marriage, Uncle's tree.  

 if travelling overseas, do all your homework first and take it with you.  

submitted by Bobbie, Sandra, Janice and Suzanne 
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SPEAKERS REVIEW - MORNING MEETING OF HVNZSG 15 JULY  

Deb Beban ran the Show and Tell morning meeting with 35 members in attendance.  

One person brought along 3 huge portraits in their original frames and told us the history of her 
ancestors in the paintings. She ended with her great times grandmothers tea set and silver teapot.  

Another member had a huge mahogany oval photo frame watercolour of her 17 year old 
grandmother Gertrude from Dorset, taken just before she left UK at the end of WW1. Also produced 
were pieces of the Pencarrow lighthouse glass/grate from her Hendle lighthouse keepers history.  

Amongst other things there was a 200yr old 2yr olds suit, a 100 year old doll, a mourning ring and 
leg retainers, some old photos recently returned, an 1881 toy bird given to a 5 year old,  silver cutlery 
and miniature photos 

Betty told us how she researched her tree. Christine showed a book she had written. Helen read 
some of her 1840 letters. Elaine had no photos but hard research found school records and photos 
of her family. Others showed family trees and items of interest.  

BUT the crowning glory was an older member of our group who had a table of niknaks she has with 
photos of Ruby in ruby frames, dolls house miniature photos of her own tree downsized to fit buttons 
for the dollhouse walls. Boxes of trinkets telling the life of a person.  

And for sale some china with towns and places of our ancestors.  

What an interesting lot we are and what a lot of thankful hoarders our ancestors were....  

submitted by Sandra Greig 

Horticulture - a great many family trees were started by grafting 

Genetic engineering - heir styling 

Genealogical bonsai - little family trees 

Genealogy - the theory of relativity 

The Genealogist Diet 

Fiche and ships topped with tantalising sources 

 from Canterbury Branch Newsletter July 04 

WEBSITES 

English certificates on-line has been opened world wide after a pilot for UK residents only. You need 
a credit card and the GRO Index. 

http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/  

Scottish Websites - provided by Ian Fyfe who took the Scottish Heritage Workshop 

www.telusplant.net/public/mtoll/scot.htm 

http://edina.ac.uk/statacc/ 

http://www.old-maps.co.uk/ 

Online Parish Clerks - Cornwall 

http://west-penwith.org.uk/opc.htm  
 
Hutt City Library  

Hutt City Library has the latest NZ Genealogist Magazines as well as a growing selection of genealogy 

resources including microfiche. Check out their website - better still go in person and have a look! 

http://library.huttcity.govt.nz  

 

http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/
http://www.telusplant.net/public/mtoll/scot.htm
http://edina.ac.uk/statacc/
http://www.old-maps.co.uk/
http://west-penwith.org.uk/opc.htm
http://library.huttcity.govt.nz/
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FROM THE GUINNESS BOOK OF WORLD RECORDS 2004 

The Most Common Surname in the world is Li. China alone has 87 million people with this surname - 
accounting for 7.9% of the population 

Longest Family Tree The lineage of K'ung Ch'iu or Confucius (China (551-479 BC) can be traced 
back further than any other family. His great-great-great-great grandfather Kung Chia is known from 
the 8th century BC. Kung Chia has 86 lineal descendants. 

The Greatest Number of Monogamous Marriages by a woman is 23, by Linda Essex (USA). The 
greatest number of marriages by one man in the monogamous world is 29, by former Baptist 
minister Glynn 'Scotty' Wolfe (USA) who first married in 1927 and believed he had a total of 41 
children. In June 1996, Wolfe and Essex were married - for a publicity stunt, some have said - but 
Wolfe died 10 days before their first anniversary. 

The World's Largest Inflatable Church is owned by InnovationsUK.com Ltd (UK). It is 14.3m long, 
7.6m wide and has a 14.3m high spire, plus stained glass windows, an alter and a pulpit. The church 
can be hired or bought for any occasion. (to keep to show the grandchildren?) 

Oldest mother It is reported that Rosanna Dalla Corte (Italy, b February 1931) gave birth to a baby 
boy on 18 July 1994 when aged 63 years. This record is also attributed to Arceli Keh (USA, b. Feb 
1933) who was thought to be aged 63 when, after IVF treatment, she gave birth to a daughter at 
Loma Linda University Medical Centre, California USA, on 7 November 1996. 

The Most Prolific Mother  The greatest recorded number of children born to one mother is 69, to the 
first wife of Feodor Vassilyev (Russia). In 27 pregnancies between 1725 and 1765 she gave birth to 
16 pairs of twins, 7 sets of triplets and 4 sets of quadruplets. Only two of the children failed to survive 
their infancy. The mother also holds the record for the most sets of twins and the most sets of 
quadruplets. (This contradicts the 1962 edition which says that few of the children survived infancy) 

FROM THE GUINESS BOOK OF RECORDS - (1962 edition) - British Records 

The highest village in Scotland is Wanlockhead, Dumfries-shire, at an altitude of 1,380 feet and the 
highest in England, Flash, in North Staffordshire at 1,518 feet. The term "flash" money relates to the 
former wintertime counterfeiting activities of the villagers. 

The commonest place name in England and Wales is Newtown or New Town with 129 entries and 
Newton with 47. 

In 1962, The UK had the most emigrants than any other country. In 1961 emigrants totalled 95,000. 
the largest number in any one year was 360,000 in 1852, mainly from Ireland in the past famine 
period. In 1958, 33.8 per cent of the total UK emigrants went to Australia, the greatest proportion to 
any one country. 

There is evidence that the life expectancy in Britain in the 5th century A.D. was for men 33 years and 
women 27 years. The British figure for 1901-1910 was males 48.53 and females 52.83 years. In 
1962  the England and Wales figures were: for males 67.95 years; for females 73.69 years. 
Scotland: for males 66.22 years; for females, 71.35 years. 

The British King with the greatest number of illegitimate children was Henry I (1068-1135), who had 
at least 20 (9 sons, 11 daughters) and possible 22 by 6 mistresses in addition to one (possible 2) 
sons and a daughter born legitimately. 

The most married English King was Henry VIII, whose 6th and last wife, Katherine Parr, was 
England's most married Queen. She was first married to the Hon. Sir Edward Burgh (d.1529 or 
earlier), secondly to John Nevill, Lord Latymer (d. 1542 or 43) thirdly on 12 July 1543 to Henry VIII 
and fourthly and finally in May 1547, 4 months after Henry's death to Thomas, Lord Seymour of 
Studeley. She died on 5th September 1548 two days after giving birth to a daughter. 

The oldest stone castle in the British Isles is Richmond Castle, Yorkshire built A.D. c.1075. Iron age 
relics from the 1st century BC or earlier have been found in the lower levels of Dover Castle. 

The oldest Irish castle is Ferrycraig near Wexford dating from circa 1180. The oldest castle in 
northern Ireland is Carrickfergus Castle, County Antrim, which dates from the late 12th century. 
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The largest house in the UK is Wentworth Woodhouse, near Rotherham, Yorkshire, formerly the 
seat of the Earls Fitzwilliam. The main part of Wentworth Woodhouse, built over 300 years ago, has 
more than 240 rooms with over 1,000 windows, and its principal facade is 600 feet long. 

The smallest house in Britain is the nineteenth-century fisherman's cottage in Conway Quay, North 
Wales. It has a 72 inch frontage, is 122 inches high and has 2 tiny rooms and a staircase. 

Though hangings of persons under 18 was only expressly excluded in the Children's and Young 
Person's Act, 1933, no person under that age has in fact been executed since 1887. though it has 
been published widely that a girl of 7 was hanged in 1808 and a boy of 9 in 1831, the names of 
neither can be produced. In 1801 Andrew Benning, 13, was executed for house breaking. A number 
of 18 years olds have been hanged in England in the 1900s, even one in 1960! 

The largest cemetery in the UK is Brookwood Cemetery, Brookwood, Surrey. It is 500 acres in extent 
with nearly 220,000 internments to August 1960. 

The oldest Cremetorium in Britain is that at Woking, Surrey, built in 1879. The first legal cremation 
took place there on 20th March 1885. 

The largest cremetorium in Britain and the largest in Europe is Golders Green Cremetorium, in North 
London. It extends over 14 acres and in 1962 was handling over 7,000 cremations a year. 

HELL AND HAZARD 

The following extracts are from the book Hell and Hazard or William Crockford verses the Gentlemen 
of England by Henry Blyth (1969). It is the story of William Crockford, founder of Crockford's Club 
and the father of modern bookmaking. Crockford was born near Temple Bar in 1775, spent his 
childhood in squalor. But he had a natural head for figures, and could calculate the odds more 
accurately and shrewdly than his fellows. His first major coup came when he challenged a local 
butcher to a marathon game of cribbage, with the stakes of a pound a point. At the finish Crockford 
had won ₤2,000; the butcher was ruined. 

He opened gambling halls all over London. Then in 1828 he opened Crockford's Club, in the heart of 
Mayfair. Its members were the cream of Society; its cuisine the best in Europe. Behind the facade of 
respectability, Crockford amassed a personal fortune and beggared half the aristocracy in England. 
There are aristocratic families today who still suffer from losses sustained at the hands of Crockford 
who earned the title 'The Father of Hell and Hazard'. 

THE GAP BETWEEN THE RICH AND THE POOR IN ENGLAND 

This gap between the rich and poor in England during the 18th and 19th centuries was most evident 
during the Industrial Revolution in the industrial North. It was also evident in London with the physical 
gap being less than a couple of miles - as little as the distance between Temple Bar and Piccadilly 
Circus.  

An annual income of ₤40,000 was considered a reasonable amount for a gentleman to live on then, 
although not seen as exceptional wealth. Yet a man could exist on ₤6 a year and live in comparative 
comfort on less than ₤1 per week. Therefore with simple calculations this income of ₤40,000 could 
have supported 6,500 members of the poor every year and could have saved more than twice that 
number from starvation.  

The rich in their Mairfair houses were surrounded by every form of luxury and elegance. They were a 
convivial and hospital clan, and they loved entertaining in lavish style. They could admire Lord 
Crewe's neat little house in Curzon street , but although they found it delightful they were forced to 
ask themselves how he proposed to survive with only 18 bedrooms, for they considered something 
nearer 60 to be essential. 

The rich were rarely parsimonious and seldom ungenerous - indeed their acts of generosity were on 
the same liberal and expansive scale as the rest of their activities; but poverty they accepted as part 
of the universal pattern of life, and although they pitied the poor and gave generously to charity, the 
ardour of reformers such as Feilding and Coram often struck them as unwise and unpractical.  



 

 6 

THE PLIGHT OF THE POVERTY STRICKEN 

For the most part those who lived in poverty were without hope. They suffered their misery with 
astonishing stoicism, believed, as the rich believed, that poverty was all part of the order of things 
and only tried to better their wretched conditions by acts of crime and violence - living for the day and 
unmindful of tomorrow, in the knowledge that for them life was indeed destined to be nasty, brutish 
and short. 

This was the majority but there were always the resolute few who were determined to extricate 
themselves from the bottom of the pit by struggling upwards with unrelenting determination. They 
despised the weak and envied only the strong. They were often illiterate but were always cunning, 
and they learnt to study human weaknesses and human stupidities, so that they could profit from the 
ignorance of others. On the whole they did not hate the rich, for this is one of the oddities of human 
nature; they only envied them and determined to reach their level. But if they did not hate the rich, 
they certainly had no pity for them. This was the eternal rat race, in which the cleverest reached the 
top by climbing over others. And in their way they showed a certain consistency in their outlook, for 
they despised all who were weak, and so they pitied neither the rich nor the poor from whose ranks 
they had risen. 

OUTSIDE NEWGATE PRISON 

London's fearful prison, Newgate, outside which public executions were regularly held, had 
accommodation for 5,000 spectators in comfort. A child brought up in the area could learn much 
about life and the pursuit of vice and crime. He could also learn much about death and the 
punishment of criminals if he lived near Newgate Gaol. Here, outside the high walls, with the crowd 
shrieking in fearful and orgiastic ecstasy, the bodies were flung down from the beam above, and 
wriggled and twisted in terrible suffering as they slowly strangled to death, while their faces turned 
black and their friends tugged disparately on their feet in order to shorten their agony. 

Children were taken to witness these executions as a form of entertainment, rather than a to learn 
the statutory lesson that crime did not pay, but to any child or youth with an inclination towards a life 
of crime, here certainly was food for thought. Children themselves could be hanged even for trifling 
offences. Not until 1790 was the burning alive  of female traitors abolished. Not until 1814 was the 
act of public disembowelment discontinued. Not until 1832 was the practice discontinued of public 
dissection of the body and suspension in chains on a giblet. Not until1837 were such minor offences 
as rick-burning, robbery and burglary considered no longer worthy of capital punishment. The last 
man to be hanged in public outside Newgate Gaol was hanged in 1868, although many more were 
executed there until the prison was finally demolished in 1902. 

THE GRAVES OF THE PAUPERS 

The wealthy City merchant was buried in his splendid lead-lined coffin, sunk deep into the ground, 
but the pauper's internment was a wooden box or a sack in a shallow grave often after the body had 
been kept waiting - and literally rotting, because of disease - in the tenement room in which he had 
died, and surrounded still by the living, children as well as adults who had no means of rapid disposal 
of the corps which lay in their midst. 

The scene in slum churchyards of the 18th and 19th centuries is almost too ghastly to contemplate, 
for the earth did actually open up and reveal its dead; bloated and swollen limbs and faces were to 
be glimpsed when coffins bulged and burst and the nauseous gases of putrefaction were emitted. 
And always the earth was impregnated with the decay of human remains, and when rains came yet 
more oozing, putrefying slime was added to the Fleet Ditch and the waters of the Thames. 

In St Paul's churchyard, under his splendid marble headstone or in his spacious family vault, the City 
merchant slept undisturbed. But the paupers lay rotting side by side beneath the mud and refuse in 
macabre confusion 

BORN AT SEA ON A BRITISH SHIP - from the Lyttelton Times 1909 

All persons born on a British ship on the high seas are registered in Stepney. A large number never 
saw Stepney. 
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LIFE IN THE 1500's (from the internet) 

Most people got married in June because they took their yearly bath in May and were still smelling 
pretty good by June. However, they were starting to smell, so brides carried a bouquet of flowers to 
hide the body odour. 

Baths equalled a big tub filled with hot water. The man of the house had the privilege of the nice 
clean water, then all the other sons and men, then the women and finally the children. Last of all the 
babies. By then the water was so dirty you could actually loose someone in it. Hence the  saying,  
"Don't throw the baby out with the bath water". 

Houses had thatched roofs. Thick straw, piled high, with no wood underneath. It was the only place 
for animals to get warm, so all the pets - dogs, cats and other small animals, mice, rats, bugs lived in 
the roof. When it rained it became slippery and sometimes the animals would slip and fall off the 
roof.  Hence the saying, "It's raining cats and dogs." 

There was nothing to stop things from falling into the house. This posed a real problem in the 
bedroom where bugs and other droppings could really mess up your nice clean bed.  So, they found 
if they made beds with big posts and hung a sheet over the top, it addressed that problem.  Hence 
those beautiful big four-poster beds with canopies. 

The floor was dirt. Only the wealthy had something other than dirt. Hence the saying "dirt poor". The 
wealthy had slate floors which would get slippery in the winter when wet. So they spread thresh on 
the floor to help keep their footing.  As the winter wore on they kept adding more thresh until when 
you opened the door it would all start slipping outside. A piece of wood was placed at the entry way, 
hence a  "thresh hold". 

They cooked in the kitchen with a big kettle that always hung over the fire. Every day they lit the fire 
and added things to the pot. They mostly ate vegetables and didn't get much meat. They would eat 
the stew for dinner leaving leftovers in the pot to get cold overnight and then start over the next day.  
Sometimes the stew had food in it that had been in there for a month. Hence the rhyme: "peas 
porridge hot, peas porridge cold, peas porridge in the pot nine days old." 

Sometimes they could obtain pork and would feel really special when that happened. When company 
came over, they would bring out some bacon and hang it to show it off. It was a sign of wealth and 
that a man "could really bring home the bacon." They would cut off a little to share with guests and 
would all sit around and "chew the fat." 

Those with money had plates made of pewter. Food with a high acid content caused some of the 
lead to leach onto the food. This happened most often with tomatoes, so they stopped eating 
tomatoes for 400 years. 

Most people didn't have pewter plates, but had trenchers - a piece of wood with the middle scooped 
out like a bowl. Trenches were never washed and a lot of times worms got into the wood. After 
eating off wormy trenchers, they would get "trench mouth." 

Bread was divided according to status. Workers got the burnt bottom of the loaf, the family got the 
middle, and guests got the top, or the "upper crust". 

Lead cups were used to drink ale or whiskey. The combination would sometimes knock them out for 
a couple of days. Someone walking along the road would take them for dead and prepare them for 
burial. They were laid out on the kitchen table for a couple of days and the family would gather 
around and eat and drink and wait and see if they would wake up. Hence the custom of holding a 
"wake". 

England is old and small and they started running out of places to bury people. So, they would dig up 
coffins and would take their bones to a house and re-use the grave. In reopening these coffins, one 
in twenty-five coffins were found to have scratch marks on the inside and they realised they had 
been burying people alive. So they thought they would tie a string on their wrist and lead it through 
the coffin and up through the ground and tie it to a bell. Someone would have to sit out in the 
graveyard all night to listen for the bell. Hence on the "graveyard shift". They would know that 
someone was "saved by the bell" or he was a "dead ringer". 
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FINAL NOTE 

Any contributions to the newsletters for September need to be received by the editor by the next 
committee meeting/research evening, the last Thursday of the month, the 26th of August. Thank you 
to all those who contributed. 

 

Finally, I am sure a lot of you are familiar with the following Sunday School Hymn written by Cecil F 
Alexander in 1849:  

All things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small 
All things wise and wonderful, 
The Lord God made them all. 

There is another verse to this song that British children sang until very recently! 

The rich man in his castle 
The poor man at his gate, 
God made them high and lowly, 
And ordered their estate. 

from Understanding Rural Society in England by Ivan Johnson 

 

 

 


