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News & Views  April 2010; 28
th

 Year 

Issue 277 

Hutt Valley Branch 
of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists Inc. 
 
 
Evening Meeting   7.30pm 2

nd
 Thursday, February to December 

Day Meeting:   9.30am 3
rd

 Thursday, February to November 
Venue:   Petone Community Centre, 7-11 Britannia Street 
Postal Address:   PO Box 31-024, Lower Hutt 5040 
Website:   www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz  
Convenor:   Janice Price  
Secretary:   Deb Beban  HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz 
Editor:            Suzanne Cummings  sjsc@clear.net.nz 

COMING EVENTS (subject to change) 

08 Apr: Looking for Rose – WW1 period – Brian Heath 
15 Apr: Army Museum in England – Matthew Buck 

13 May: AGM then Bolton Street History preserved – Nick Perrin 
20 May: Monumental Mason – Headstones and caring for them 

08 Jul: Funeral Directors' Records – Gavin Murphy 
15 Jul: Bus Trip to Wellington Public Library 

12 Aug: The benefits of joining a Special interest Group 
19 Aug: NZ Historical Trust – Buildings in the Wellington Region  

09 Sep: What was your female ancestor doing in 1893 (NZ electoral role) 
16 Sep: What was your ancestor doing in 1881 (UK census/NZ electoral role) 

14 Oct: Club Archives – their preservation 
21 Oct: (subject to be advised) - Warwick Johnston 

11 Nov: NZ marriage legislation – Linda Cocks 
18 Nov: Bus trip to Te Papa 

09 Dec: Antique Road Show then Christmas Party 

Evening meeting doors open 7 pm notices begin 7.30 pm speakers begin about 8 pm 
(approx 1 hour) 

Day meeting doors open 9.30am notices begin 10am speaker begin about 10.30am (approx 
1 hour). Please note the Library does not open until 10am. 
 

YOUR BRANCH NEEDS YOU 

At least 4 new committee members are required. We need a new convenor and a new 
secretary as well as others to help. 

Deb would like anyone interested in taking on the Secretary’s position to work alongside her 
between now and the AGM so you get to know just what the position entails before taking 
over after the May AGM. Please contact Deb at: email HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz Phone 
567-0213 or talk to her at the end of the next meeting. 

Go on what are you waiting for, just do it, you know you want to  
 

 

 

http://www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz/
http://www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz/
mailto:HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz
mailto:HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz
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 BRANCH AGM NOTICE 

13 May 2010 7.30 pm, Meeting Room Petone Library 

Agenda 

Apologies 
Minutes of 2009 AGM 
Matters arising 
Correspondence 
Convenors report 
Treasurers report 
Remits as circulated (below) 
 
Election of Officers  

1. Convenor  

2. Secretary  

3. Treasurer  

4. Committee 

Setting of Annual Subscription for year ending March 31 2011 
General Business 
 

REMITS FOR THE AGM MAY 13th 
Remit #1 

That newsletter only membership of the Hutt Valley Branch of New Zealand Society of 
Genealogists is $10.00. 

Remit # 2 
'Should the Hutt Valley Branch of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists go into recess the 
books, CD's and microfiche resources of the Hutt Valley Branch of the New Zealand Society 
of Genealogists shall be donated to a like minded charitable institute within the area.' 

Explanation: If for any reason the Hutt Branch ceases to function, the NZSG in Auckland have 
the power to take control of the branch resources and deal with them as they see fit. We feel 
it would be better for the resources to stay in the Hutt City. 

 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL FOR 1 APRIL 2010 TO 31 MARCH 2011 

By now you should have received your membership renewal form. The annual subscription is 
due on 1 April 2010. There is a $5 discount for payments received before 30 April 2010.   

Please make cheques payable to: Hutt Valley Branch of New Zealand Society of 
Genealogists. You can also pay by internet banking straight into the branch's bank account.   

Once your subscription is paid a new membership card will be issued. 
 

MEMBERSHIP CARDS 

Membership cards must be shown to the Petone Library staff if members wish to borrow our 
own branch resources outside branch meeting hours.  
 

GENEALOGY/FAMILY HISTORY HELPERS AVAILABLE AT PETONE LIBRARY 

 10am-2pm 1st and last Wednesdays and 1st Saturday of the month. 

This is a good opportunity for those new to family history to get advice from the experts! 
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SCOTTISH INTEREST GROUP 

The first meeting of the year for the NZSG Scottish Interest Group of Greater Wellington 

 Sunday afternoon 2 May, 1:00pm-4:00pm with afternoon research 

 St Giles Church House Lounge, cnr Vallance Street & Kilbirnie Cres., Kilbirnie.  

Also there will be a brief Annual General Meeting at 1:30 pm.  

Contact Pen Brown  

 

MONTHLY CHALLENGE TO MEMBERS OF THE HUTT BRANCH OF THE NZSG – Lynly 
Yates 

To leave memories and stories about your life with family and descendants 

 February = my earliest childhood memory 

 March = first day at school and special memories of school days 

 April = family holidays and/or visits from cousins and relatives 

 May = games or sports played or special national game you attended 

 June = first day at work or employment history 

 July = 21st birthday or special family birthday party 

 August = memory of a wedding or special wedding anniversary 

 September = the families first vehicle and later modes of transport 

 October = the houses we lived in and places we lived 

 November = memories of my grandparents 

 December = Antique Road show = bring along your family antiques 

Each month at the beginning of the monthly meetings we invite members to talk about their 
memories and/or write an article to publish in the branch magazine.  By the end of the year 
members may have written and perhaps completed writing memories about their lives.   

Remember that all family research begins with you.  If you start now to write your family 
history then by the end of the year you will have a special gift to hand to family members. 

Yesterday is history 

Tomorrow is a mystery 

Today is a gift 

That’s why we call it the present 
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NZSG FAMILY HISTORY FAIR & AGM 16-18 JULY HAMILTON 

The Genealogist has further details 

 Registrations are now open  

 Venue is Kingsgate Hotel Hamilton  

 A block booking for accommodation has been made 

 Room reservations at the Kingsgate Hotel opened in Feb 
 

NZSG SPECIAL AGM 30 APRIL 2010

NZSG members will be aware that there are several issues to be settled re membership, 
voting etc. and the committee have discussed the concerns of the Council and the 
membership and felt that this newsletter is not the place to air such important issues.  

You are therefore asked to read carefully all that you can, keep yourselves informed and use 
your proxy vote wisely. 

 

SUCCESSFUL RESEARCH DAY 

 

[photo taken by Dawn Chambers d.chambers@paradise.net.nz ] 

 

Many thanks to all those who attended our Research Day at the Petone Heritage Centre on 
27 March. Many thanks also to those who manned the various stands or provided support. 

We had some 50 visitors and 14 branch members, with the morning being particularly busy. 
While some visitors were clearly beginning their family history, others had specific lines of 
inquiry they wanted to pursue.  

There was an amazing range of family memorabilia bought along - old style original BDM 
certificates, a First Fleet convict record, photos and newspaper clippings.  

Hopefully everyone saw value in the information gained and is now more aware of our 
resources at the Heritage Centre. Our Branch has gained 11 new members over the last 
month. 

Special thanks also to the staff at the Heritage Centre for their assistance over the day. They 
commented that it was a particularly busy day for them.  

The Library is of course open 7 days a week for your research. 

Alistair Hardy 
 

mailto:d.chambers@paradise.net.nz
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HOW YOU CAN EASILY AVOID THE MAIN PITFALLS OF FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH 

I have been reading the latest edition (Issue 89) of the Your Family History magazine and 
thought I would share some of their insights – Carol Ann Mason 

Top 10 Common Errors 

1) Never adopt details from somebody else’s tree without first double checking the 
information yourself.  If you don’t agree with someone else’s finding, don’t be afraid to 
flag the problem up.   

2) Don’t assume that information you receive from relatives is always correct.  Use it 
only as a starting point, and don’t rely on just one relative. Ask as many as you can to 
help.   

3) Don’t judge historic events from a modern perspective.  It may well be that your 44 
year old 5x great grandfather did indeed marry a 13 year old girl – it was legal! 

4) A record of marriage banns or a marriage licence (or in our case intentions to marry) 
may not necessarily mean that a couple married, so always try to find proof that the 
marriage did occur.   

5) Avoid relying on one source when more will do! One fact concerning an event may be 
an error, but 5 facts derived from 5 separate sources will be much more convincing.   

6) Never start with the assumption that you’re related to someone famous and try to 
force the connection.  Always work from the known back towards the unknown, not 
the other way around.   

7) Don’t fall for tourist trap resources. There’s no such thing as a family coat of arms, 
and the tartan industry was made up to please George IV – don’t be misled.   

8) Don’t assume your ancestors remained in the same parish for generations past, as 
people did move around.  At the same time, if your ancestor appears to have 
suddenly moved from the Isles of Wight to Manchester, question the likelihood.   

9) Gravestones may have been erected many years after someone’s death.  Even 
though information on them is literally carved in stone, it may still be inaccurate.  
Again, find additional sources where possible.   

10)  Informants in statutory records may be wrong. Parents or spouse are likely to be the 
informants for marriages and births, but not necessarily for deaths, so be prepared to 
query any record.   

 

RESOURCES AT THE UPPER HUTT FAMILY HISTORY CENTRE 

Here are some of the holdings for  Scotland that can be seen at U/H FHC. More to come 
next month. 

ATLASES AND GAZETTEERS 

A Genealogical Atlas of Scotland. David E Gardner er. al., 1972, 66p. Book 0169 

 A collection of county maps for Scotland. The maps are facsimiles of 19th century 
maps and becuase they have been reduced they are difficult to read and do not 
photocopy well. 

Genealogical Gazetteer of Scotland. F Smith, Everton, 1971, 140p. Book 0315 

 Indexed county maps of Scotland, showing the relative positions of the parishes. Note 
that the parish boundaries are not shown. The best maps are in Phillirnore Atlas & 
Index of Parish Registers in the Great Britain shelves. Photocopies may not be made 
from Phillimore's. - Kindly donated by J Curry 
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Parish Boundaries of Scotland.       Book Shelves 

 A folder of photocopied maps of Scottish counties, showing the parish boundaries. 

Scotland. Parishes.        Book Shelves 

 A folder with a photocopied list of parishes. Includes, among other things, the county 
& commissariot. 

Directory of Gentleman's Seats, Villages &c in Scotland. J Findlay, 1843.   

         4 Microfiche : 6026392/1-4 

 An undated (19th century) compilation of seat, and villages, showing occupiers 
location etc 

The County Directory of Scotland, 1875. 1901-1904. 10 Microfiche : 6026404/1-10 

 In two parts — pt 1 is a gazateer of places in Scotland; pt 2 is a list of inhabitants. 

The Gazetteer of Scotland. John Wilson, 1882.   11 Microfiche : 6026374 

 A good gazetteer having brief descriptions of towns and villages. Place-names 
extracted from the 1881 Census. 

Ordance Gazetteer of Scotland; a survey of Scottish topography, statistical, 

biographical and historical. Francis H Groome (ed.), 1882 21 Microfiche : 6020391-

6020411 

 The most comprehensive gazetteer in the Centre. It includes a fuller description of the 
places. 

Index of Scottish Place Names from 1971 Census. 1975, 185p.    

         3 Microfiche : 6053001/1-3 

 A simple list of place names, county, location and number of inhabitants. Contains no 
descriptions of the places. 

CENSUS RECORDS 

Scottish Census Films.       Book Shelves 

 A list of film numbers for the 1841-1891 Censuses of Scotland, arranged 
alphabetically by county then parish for each census. 

 P 1534 is enclosed and has similar information, as well as explaining how to use the 
census films. 

of Latter Register, Scotland (1841-1891). Church of Jesus Christ Latter Day Saints, 1978.
 1 Microfiche 

 Similar information to the above, but includes the enumeration district as well. 

        1 Microfiche 6020420 

Street Index, Scottish Census (1841-1891).   6 Microfilm : 0104115-71Y 

0599787, 0203392, 0208606 

 An index to streets in Scottish towns and cities. It indicates which film to order to read 
the census for that street. 

 

WEBSITES 

WORLD WAR ONE WAR RECORDS ETC ON LINE 

 The World War one records for Australia are online. http://www.naa.gov.au/whats-

on/records-releases/wwi.aspx  

 New Zealand is also putting World War 1 records online.Firstly check 
http://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ to see if the records have already been digitised. If 
not, click on 'more>>' and note all the details. To get WW1 records put online you can 
do it online for $25 or for free if you can go into Archives New Zealand, Wellington. 

http://www.naa.gov.au/whats-on/records-releases/wwi.aspx
http://www.naa.gov.au/whats-on/records-releases/wwi.aspx
http://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/
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You can get up to 5 put online at a time simply by getting a reader id and password, 
finding the relevant codes and entering them into their computer system. The ones 
you order will go to the top of the queue. 

 Great War Forum (British site) http://1914-1918.invisionzone.com/forums/index.php 

 Commonwealth War Graves Commission - http://www.cwgc.org/ 

  Auckland Museum - Cenotaph database - http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/10/war-memorial  

Contains records and some photos for over 35,000 New Zealanders who gave their 
lives as a result of war, from South Africa in 1899, through the First and Second 
World Wars to Korea, Malaya and Vietnam in the 1950s to 1970s, and even recent 
peacekeeping deployments 

 New Zealand History online - Memorials gallery http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/category/tid/648 

VC HERO HONOURED 

 I read an article entitled VC hero honoured in his homeland after 93 years at 
http://www.scotsman.com/news/VC-hero--honoured-in.6200081.jp and I thought it may interest 
you - Jenny Martin  

 

HOLIDAY MEMORIES by Janice Price 

Every Christmas holidays my mother's extended family - that is her parents, two sisters their 
families, and us - all holidayed together at Hydes Holiday Camp in Paraparaumu. We all 
lived in tents for about 4 weeks and I remember it fondly as being absolutely wonderful. I am 
not so sure my Mother thought it so wonderful as it was quite hard work and she cooked for 
5 of us on a 2-burner camp stove. 

My 2 Aunts were very capable organizers and so during the time we were at the camp there 
were plenty of activities organized. A children's concert and dance followed by a dance for 
the grown-ups which we were never allowed to attend, a fancy dress parade for the children, 
sand castle building competitions on the beach, floats made for the beach carnival parade, a 
Mr and/or Miss Hydes holiday camp competition.  

On New Years Eve there was a fancy dress party for the grown-ups on the tennis court 
which was always a roaring success with a lot of sore heads the next day. At one end of the 
tennis court was a sloping lawn and my cousins and I used to sneak down to watch the 
party. We always thought they never knew. In my memory it never rained on New Years 
Eve. There were also bowling and tennis tournaments for the grown-ups. 

We were never allowed to go to the beach on our own so a lot of time was spent badgering 
an older person to take us to the beach. The hour we had to spend waiting for our lunch to 
go down before we were allowed to go swimming was very long and in our opinion very 
unnecessary. 

Because we attended the camp for at least 15 years, as did many of the other campers, it 
became a place where old friends could catch up and everybody knew every body else. My 
Brother met his wife there and 2 of my cousins met their future husbands there. 

A truly remarkable memory of my past and memories I shall never forget. 
 

 

 

http://1914-1918.invisionzone.com/forums/index.php
http://www.cwgc.org/
http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/10/war-memorial
http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/10/war-memorial
http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/category/tid/648
http://www.scotsman.com/news/VC-hero--honoured-in.6200081.jp

